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* By a Welwisher of the Church of Scotland, who ( if he 
hngencouragementby what is now Jone ) imeuds to 
publiſh the reſt of the Adts nor heretofore printed , 
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Psarm XL VIII. 


Ver. 12 . Walk about Sion, and; goe round about her: tell the tours 
thereof, 


b V. 13. Marke ye well ber Bullwarks . conſider ber palaces: that bi f 


ye -maytell it tothe generation following . 
8 14 For this God 150ur God for cver and ever ; He will be Our guid 
4 Foenwnto death, 
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SX] SDJ FJ Heteftimony ofthe Com- - 
£3 mitty» for tryallof the Ree . 
£ giſters , ſubſcribed with 
their hands, being produe 
ced , with ſome reaſons . 


"IN 


NEE ICI ly reſolved. 
The Moderatourdefired thatif any of the Aſſembly had 
any thing to ſay againſt che ſaid teſtimonic for the books , | 
1 tharthey would declare it, and finding noneto oppon, . yet 
| he appointed the day following , toany ro object any rhing 


they could ſay; and if then none conld object the Aſſembly 
þ would hold cheRegifters as ſufficiently approven. 
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The Generall 


| J” 
_ Att. Seſſ. 7, November 28, 43 
- AF. approving the Regiſters. ' Ra 
"A Nent the report of the Afemblies judgement of the ants | ſe 


£A thority of the books of Aſſembly ; The Moderatour.ha® 

vang deſired tharif any of the Aſſembly had any thing to ſay , ' os 
they would now declare it, otherwiſe they would hold all ap- 
proven by the Asſembly. h 
The Commiſſioner his Grace proteſted that the Aſſemblies Þ} 


approving theſe books , or any thing contained in them be no wayes ” 
= har} to his Majeſtie , nor ta the Archbiſhops, and | Fa 
iſhops of this Kingdome , or any of their adherents; bes } ** 
cauſe he had ſome exceptions againſt theſe books, My ho 
Lord Rethes deſired theſc exceptions to be condeſcended on, k 
and they ſhould be preſently cleared, and proteſted that f 
theſe books ſhould be eſteemed authentick and obligatorie n 
' hereafrer. \ (: 
. The whole Afembly all in one voice approved theſe 
books» and ordained the ſame to make faith injudgement ; w 
and out with, inall rime commieg, as the true and authen- DO 


tick Regiſters ofthe Kirk of Scorland , conformto the reſti« - 
monie ſubſcribed by the Commirtie, to be 1nſert with-the , 
reaſons thereofin the books of Aſſembly : Whereof the ten 
our followeth. | | | | 


| WE under-ſubſcribers , having power and commiſſion 
from the generall Aﬀembly now preſently conveened , 
and fitring at Glaſgow, to peruſe, examine and cognoſce: 
upon the validity , faith and ſtrength of the books and regi- 
ſtersof the Aſſembly under- written, to wit : A regiſter 
beginning atthe Aſſembly holden rhe twentie day of Decem= 
ber 1560, and. ending at rhe fourth ſeſſion of the Aſſem bly 
holden the 28. of December 1566. | 
Item another regiſter beginning at the generall Aﬀembly , | 
holden the ſecond day of Tune 1567. and ending at the 
fourth ſeſſion of the Aſſembly holden art Perth the minthday 
of Auguſt 1572, whichregifter is imperfe@, and multilare 
4 in the end, and. containeth are no leaf nor page after rhar 
x page which containerhthe ſaid inſcription of the ſaid fourth 
A on., which two regyers bears to be ſubſcribedby Toby 
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 faids regi 


Item aregiſter of the Aſſembly holden ar Edinburgh the 


ſeyenth day of Auguſt 1574. and ending with the twelfth 


ſeſſion, being the lalt ſeſſion of the Aſſembly 1579- 


Frem another regiſter beginningat the Aﬀembly holden 


at Edinburgh the tenth of May 1586+. andending in the ſeven | 


teenth ſethon ofthe Afembly holden in March, 1589. 
Item another regiſter being the fifth book, andgreateſb 
volume ,  beginningat the Aſſembly holden in Ammo, 15 60. 


4 andending in the year 1590. 


__— viewed, peruſed and conſidered the 


foure regiſters above expreſſed , and every one of them, are 
famous , authentick'and good regiſters : which ought to be 
ſo repured,and have publick faith in judgement and our- with 
as valid and true records in all things ,and that the ſaid fifch& 
orcateſt book, beginning art the Aﬀembly 1560 andending 
1590. being margined by the hand- wrirs- of the Clerk , and 
reviſer of the regiſters, cognoſced , aud tryed, and agree» 
able ro the other fourc regiſters, in what 1s extantin them, 
ought allo to befres of all prejudice and ſuſpicton , and re- 
ceived with Credit. And in reſtimonie of our ſolemne affir- 
mati0n, We have ſub{cribed theſe preſents with our hands 


Sic ſubſcribitur , 


Maſter Andrew Ramſay. 
Maſter Iobn Adamſon. 

Maſter lob Row, 

Maſter Robert Murray. 
Maſter Alexander Gibſon, 
Maſter Iames Boner. 
Maſter 4lexarider Peerſon. 
Maſter Alexander Wedderburn, 


' Aſembly , 1638. 3. 


ers, andevery one of them, and being deeply and” 
| maturely adviſed, atin a matter of greateſt weight and conſe- 
quence, do atreſtbefore God, andupon our conſcience de- 
* Clare to the world and this prefent A flembly , thar the faids 
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Reaſons prooving the frove Books and. Regi- 
IDE + fters produted before the Aſſembly ro be authentick, 


'FF*He books now exhibited unto us underſcribers, which 


peneeall Aſſembly , arerrue regiſters of the Kirk: to wit, 
' Five Volurhes , whereof the firſt two contain theats of the 


vs of God 1574+ rorhe year 1579- The fourth from the year 
_ of God 1586. to the year 1589. At which time Maſter 
 ' Tames Richnowas Clerk who hath frequently written upon 
the margine of rhe ſaids two laſt books, and ſubſc:ibed the 
Latd margine with his hand-writing. . And the fifth book 
being the greateſt Volume , containing the atts of the gene- 
rall Aſſembly, trom the year of God 1560-tothe year 15 90. 
which agreeth with the foreſaids other foure books and re- 
goes , 1a ſo far as is extant in them , and further reCor- 
eth, what.1s wanting by them , paſling by whatis mutt- 
lacinthem , and which with therwo Volumes produced by 
Maſter Thotas Sandilands from the year 15 90. to this preſent » 
maketh upaperfect regiſter. 

I. Fer the firſt wo Volumes ſubſcribed by Tobn Gray , al- 
þeit it be nor neceſſar in ſuck antiquizrie to prooye that he 
was Clerk, ſecing hedefignes himſelf ſo by his ſubſcriprion, 
yet the ſame is manifeſt by an at mentioned in the third 
book , in thetime of Maſter Iames Fxchire, who ſucceeded 


by fungy old men in the miniſtery. 
Volumes , evident byocular inſpeCtion above the ordinarie 
cuſtome of moſt fameiis Notars, delivers the ſame from all 
4 ſuſpicion 3nfalto tam antiquo, SIE | 
Y HJ. There be many coppies, ſpecially of generil ads, 
|, .  yerextant, which do not debord ſrom the ſaids regiſters, but 
>. «arcaltogetheragreeable thereto. 
2 ©. J. +1V. Ir is conſtant bythe univerſal cuſtome of this King- 


- 
os 
\ 

- 


E- - we have reviſed and peruſed by commiſſion from the . 


Aſſembly , from the year of God 1560. to the year 1572, 
all ſubſcribed by Iobn Gray Clerk. Thethird from the year. * 


him in the ſaid office , and his hand-writ was acknowledged 


he uniformitie of his ſubſcriptiens through beth 


þ-- "ome, thatall regiſters are tranſmitted from one noper' 
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I * his ſuccefſotrs and ſo comming by progreſſe and ſucceſſion, 
ÞF from: the firſt incumbent te the laſt poſſ:flour > axe never 


doubred to be the regiſters of that jud1catorie , 'Whereof the 
laſkhaver was Clerk; and ther-fore ir is evident , that theſe 
books comming ſucceſiively from Tohn Gray , Maſter James 


1 Rch'e and Maſter Themas Nicolſen., who weie all Clerks to 
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the Aſſembly, into the bands of Mafter Robere Winrame, 
who was conſtitute Clerk depute by the ſaid Mzſte Robert 
Nicolſon ( as his depittation here preſent to ſhow, willteſti- 
fie) are the undoubred 1epifters of the Aſſembly ; like as 
Alexander Blair iucceeded the {aid Maſter Robert in his place of 
Clerkſhip to the affignations and modifications of Miniſters 
& S675 and during Maſter Roberz his life-time , was his 
actual ſervant, and ſo had the ſaid books by progrefle from 
him, which.che ſaid Alexander is readie preſently to teſtifie, 
V. The two regiſters of Maſter Tames Richie, albeit not 
under his own hand, yet are frequently margined with his 
own hand-writ, and the ſame marginal additions ſubſcribeq 
by him » which hand-writ 1s. ſeen and cognoſced by . famous 
men, who knoweth the fame, and it 1s evident, being 
compare] with his ſeveral writings and ſubſcriptions yer. 


© £xtant. 


VI. The faid regiſters are more perfeR , leffe vitiated, 
ſcored; and interlined, then any other authentick and fa- 
mout regilters of the moſt prime Judicatories within this 
Kingdome. | | EE. | 

Y II. Maſter ThomgsSandilands, in name of his father, whe 
was late Clerk by dimiflion of Maſter Thomas Nicolſon ,.. hath 
produced a Velume, which. proveth the 1aids two regiſters 


_# 
_ 


- of Maſter Tames Richie to be ſufficient records. becauſe that 


fame Volume is b2yun by that ſame hand, whereby the faid 
Maſter James Richie his regiſters are written , and1is ſubſeri« 


*bed once1n the margins by M after 'ames Richie his hard, and 
followed forth, an 


rollc continued in the ſame book by Maſter. 
Thomas Nicolſon , who ſucceeded himin the place , 'and was 


known by moft men here preſent to'be of fuch'approven 
+ worth and credit, that he would never have accompliſhed 


a regiſter which had not been famous and true: ang wheres 
of the hand-write , had not then been known to him ſut- 
ficienlys © A3 V.ILI, 
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V HI. That regiſter produced by Mafter Thomas Sandi- 
Lands , and proſecured by Maſter Thomas Nicolſon, , proves 
'the firſt part of that regiſter to be true and famous, and that 

Arſt.part being by ocular inſp=fion of the ſawe hand-writ , » | 
with Maſter Fmes Raehies regiſters, and ſubſcribed in the 
margine with the ſame hand writ, proveth Richies rwo 
books to be gead records, and Richies repiſters dothapprove | 
Grays booksby the act of Aſſembly before written: ſpecially } 
confidering the ſame hath come by progrefle and ſucceſſion . 
of Clerks , in the hands of Alexander Blair , now living, and 
here preſent. g | 

| IX, The comprs anent the thirds of benefices between the 
Regent for thetime, and the Aſſembly, in the ſecond vo- 
lumes pag. 147: are ſubſribed by the Lord Regents. own + 
hand) as appeareth: for 1r 15 a royall-like ſubſcription, and 
thereis no hand writ inall the book likeunto it, and bea- 
reth not Sic ſubſcribitur , which undoubredly it would do , 
xf it were a copple. 

X. Maſter Tames Carmichell was commanded by the pene- 
7a}l Aﬀembly 1595. Sell. 9. inthe book produced by Ma- 
Per Thomas Sandilands to extradt the generall atts forth of 
their books ; and 1t is evident that theſe books are the ſame 
which he peruſed for that effet, becauſe he hath marked 
therein the generall acts with a crofle, and hath deſigned the 
aCt|by ſome ſhort expreſſion upon the margine , which is 
cognoſed and known to be his hand-writ , by famous and 
worthy perions: which is alſo manifeſt by the ſaid M after | 
Tames his hand and ſubſcription , written with his own hand 
in the laſtleafe of the ſaid books; asalſo acknowledged in 
the ſaid book , produced by Maſter Thomas Sandilands, whe- 

rein the ſaid Maſter Iames Carmichell granteth rhe receipt of 
theſe » with ſame other books of the Alſemblies, 

- XI. Therepiſters produced , are the regiſters of the Aſ- 
ſembly, becauſe in 4mm» 1586. theAſſembly complainerh thar 
their] regiſters are matrlate: which hath relation to Richies ? 
third book., which is Jacerat and -mutilate in divers places * 
pry any intervecning of blank paper, or any mention of ' 

FP | | 

.. % 1, If theſe were not principall regiſters, the enemies 5 
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Aſembly, 16389 +. 


he puritie of Gods worſhip , would never have Jaboured to 
deſtroy the ſame: which notwithſtanoing they have done; as 
appearerth by the affixing and battering of a piece of paper 
upon the margine. , anent a condition of the commiſſion not 
to exceed the eſtabliſhed difcipline of this Kirk . ſubſcribed 
by the Clerk, book 3. pag. 147. andthe blotting ont the cer= 
tification of of the excommunication againftiBiſhop adamſon, 
book 4. pag- 3o. whoin his Recantation generally acknow- 
ledgeth the ſame : but which, without that recantation , 
cannot be preſupponed to have been done, - but by corrupr 
menof intenſion to corrupt the baoks , which were nor 
neceſlary , if they were norprincipall regiſters. 

X11 Inrthe Aſſembly 1586. The Church complained 
upon theChancelour his retention of their regiſters, &defired 
they might be delivered ro their Clerk , which accordingly 
was donez:asa memorandum before the beginning of helfrlt 
book , bearing the redeltverie of theſe foure books to Maſter 
Fames Rechie, Clerk , proporteth 3 which clearly evinceth 
that theſe foure books are the regiſters of the Aﬀſembly, 

X 1 V,. The ſaid fifth book and greateſt Volume » 1s alſo 
markedion the margine,with the hand-writ of the ſaid Maſter 
James Earmichell ( which iscogne(ced) who was appointed to 
peruſe the books of the Aﬀſembly as ſaid 1s , and would nor 
have margined the ſame by vertue of that command, nor 
extracted the general atts out of it, if it were not anappro= 


bation thereof. as an authentick and famous book. 


X V. The ſaid fifth Volume doth agree with the' other 
foure books » inall which 1s extant inthern , and marketh 
the blanks , which are lacerate and riven out of the ſame3 
and compleateth all what is lacking in them. . 

XVI. In the book of Diſcipline pertaining to Maſter 
James Carmichel, ſubſcribed by himſelf, and Maſter Temes 
Richie, there are ſundry a&s and paſſagesquotred our of the 


. ſaid fifthgreat Volume, ſaying , Iris written in ſucha page 


of the. book of Aſſembly , which agreeth in ſubject and 
quottations with rhe ſaid fifth book , and cannor agree with 
any other ; ſo thar Maſter Tames Carmichel reviſer of the Af- 
ſembly books , by their command, wonld not alledge that 
book , nor denominate the ſame a book af the Aſſembly, if 
Kt were notan authentick famous book, XVIL., 
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X'VTI. Though the torrupe nature of man hath been | 
tempted tofalfifie particulatevidents, yerit hathnever been 
heard that- any whokc regiſter hath ever been counterfeited 3 } 
nei:her can itbee preſupponed that any will atrempr that high | 
_ wickednefſe, ſecing the inducements anſwerable to that 


crime, can hardly be preſuppoſed. 654 

XVTIIL It is certain , and notour to all theſe who are 
intruſted with the keeping of the publick records of the 
. Kingdome, that the ſame are never' fubſcribed by the 
Clerk ,, but only written and- filled up by ſeryants., and 
moſt frequently' by unkno»*n hands; yet they and the ex= 
tracts thereof makepublick faith ,-and rhe ſame are uncon- 
trovertedly authentick repiſtersz and'when the moſt publick 
- refifters of the Kingdome ſhall be ſeen, and compared with 
'theſe repiitersot-the Aflembly ,- it ſhall be found that theſe 
-other regiſters-of the,moſt foyeraigne judicatories ever un= 


. \{ubſcribed -are*more 1ncorre&; ofcner margined, ſcored, 


and interlined made up by greater diverficie of unknown 
hand- wins, than theſe books of the Aﬀſembly , which by 
ſpecial-providence are prelerved' ſo 1ntire , ahar/ in the 
judgement of any manacquainted withregiſters. they will 


rpanifeſtly appearar the very fight to betrue, famous, and 


-authenrick. . B23, 

X IX, The fame and: credir of ancient regiſters in this 
Kingdome » is {o:much reverenced > that if any extract be 
different or diſconforme from the.regiſter , rhatextraQal- 
_ beit ſubſcribed by the perſon who'for the time had.been of 
. greateſt eminence in the truſt of regiſters, will bereCtificd , 
, conforme to theregilter , and have no force, ſo far as ir de=- 

bardeth there-from ; althaugh the regiſters be written with 
an obſcure , unknown hand, andunſubſcribed. 


————————. 


—_ 


AR Sefl. 12. December fourth. 
The fix late pretended Afemblies condemned. 


Nent the report of the Committie, for trying the fix laft 


& Ipretended Aſſemblies : They produced in writ ſundrie 


reafons , clearing the unlawfulneſie and nullie of theſe Aſ- 


Fs ©. ſemblics ; 
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T ſemblies : which were confirmedby rhe regiſters of the Af- 
I &mbly , the books of Presbyteries , the Kings Majeſties 
FJ own lerrers , andby the teftimonie of divers old reyerend 
Miniſters , ſtanding up in the Aﬀcmbly, and verifying 
therruth chereaf. Lhe Aﬀembly with the univeriall conſenr 
of all,after theferious examinanon of the reaſons againſteve- 
Ty. one of theſe fix pretended Allemblies apart , being often 

J urgedvy the Maderacour ,toinform| themſelves thtoughly , 
- that without doubting, and with a full perſwaſion of mindes 
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they might give their veices.,, declared all theſe fix Afſem+ 
blies of Liniithgew 1606: and 1608. Glaſgow 1510. Aberdeen 
1616, St. Anarews 1617+ Perth. 1618. And Every one of them 
to have been from rhe beginning unfree , unlawfull , and. - 


| null Aflemblics, and never ro have had', nor heteafter ro 


have any Ecclehiaſticall authoritie , and their concluſions to 
bave been » and ra bee of no- force}, vigour , nor efficacie : 
Prottbitedall defence and obſervance of them, and ordain«. 
cd the reaſons of their nullinie ro be inſertinfthe books ofthe 
Aſſembly : Whereofthe tenyonr folloaweth. 7 
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Reaſons annulling the pretended 
Aſſembly , holden at Lanlubgow. 1606. 


L. | the indiftionofit. Tt wasinditedthethird oF 
Deeember , to bee kept the. renth of Decemb:r. And fo 
there was'no time given to the: Presbyteries, -far diſtant, 
neither for;eletion of /Commiſſioners, nor. for preparation 
to thoſe who were to be ſent in Commiſion.” The ſhort- 
neſfe of the tim2 of the indition is proved by. the Presbytc= 
rie books of Edmburgh , Perth, and Hadingtomm  &c. > 
IT. From the want of alawfull calling , rorheſe whowent 


to that meeting , ſeeing they wore notarall elefted by their 


Presbyteries , but were injoyned to come by the Kings ler- 

rers- This alſo is proved by; the foreſaids books of the Pres+ 

byrerics, aud by his Majeſties letters. ; 

"III. From the nature of tharmecring, which was only.a 

private meeting , or convention, for conſultation to de 

taken by ſome perſons of ſundry Wo written for , as the 
Tens Start : 


EF” + The Generall 
b ings letters andthe Presbyterie books do acknowledge. 


IV. From:the power of theſe miniſters who were.preſent | 
Their ;Presbyteries did imitate them: Firſt , Thar they I 
ſhouldgive no ſuffrages in that meeting asa generall Aﬀem- © 
bly. Secondly , That they agree ro nothing that'may any | 

i Afcrablies $4 
or tothe eſtabliſhed diſcipline of the Kirk. Thirdly , Thar | 
they ſhould not agree xo reſolve or, conclude any jqueſtion , }. 


wayes be prejudiciall to the ats of thegener 


article, or matter whatſoever, the deciſion whereof 1sper- 


rinent » and proper to a free generall Aſſembly, Fourthly , 
Ifany thing be concluded contrary thereunto, thatthey pro- 


reſt againſt ic: Theſe limirations are clear by the Presby- 
terie books. | 

V. The atts of this meeting” were mot inſertin the book 
of Aſſemblies, asis evident by the regiſter. | 

VI. The next pretended Aﬀembly at Linkehgow , 1608. 
doth acknowledge the- Aſſembly, Whereof Maſter Patrick. 
Galloway was Moderatour , to have been the laſt immediate 
Afembly , preceding it ſelfe : and that Aﬀembly whereof 


he was moderatour , was the Aſſembly holden at Haly rood- 


houſe, 1602. So they did notacknowledge that meeting ar 

Linlithgow , 1606:for any Aſſembly art all. Phis is clear 

. by the regiſters of the Aﬀlembly, 1608, in the entrie 
thereof, Y 


i Sta es 
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Reaſons for annulling the pretended 
Aſſembly at Linlithgow , 1608. 


T. k gAnicofthevotters in that pretended Aſſembly had 
M:. lawull commiſſion from the Kirk, towit, 42. 
Neble men, efficers of eftare ,' counſellours» and Barrons, 
alſo the Biſhops, 'contrare to the at of Dundie, 1597. And 
one of their cave:ts> The Noble men, were as commiſli- 
oners from the King, the Biſhops had no commiſſion. at all 
from the Presbyteries , for every Presbyterie out of whick 
they came , had their full number of Commiſſioners beſide 
them , asthe regiſter of the Aſſembly beareth, '' | 
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- VT. Inalawfull Afembly there ſhould be.none but Com- 


moſt , with one Elder, Commiſ- 
fioners from every Presbyterie , according to the a& made 
ot Dandie , 1597. Burtinchat pretended Aſſembly , there 
were foure minifters,from the ſeverall. Presbyteries , of E- 
dinburgh , and Cowper , five from the Presbyrerie of Arbroth , 
as the roll of the {aid pretended Aﬀlembly beareth , whereas 


miſſioners from ters arms , Burghs , and Univerfiries , 


\ there were no ruling Elders ſent from Presbyreries , AC= 
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cording to the book of policie and att of Dundie- 


——_— 


fa Reaſons for annulling the pretended 


 Aſcembly at Glaſgow. 1610. 


[. T5: Commiſſion of the pretended Commiſſioners to 
that meeting was null, x. Becauſe the eleGtion of them 
was not free, {eeing they were nominate by the Kings Let= 
rers, as the Presbyrerie books of Edinburgh , Perth, and 
Hadingtoun declare. Andthe Biſhop of Sr. Andrews in his 
letter to ſome Presbyteries. required them to ſend: ſuch 
commiſſioners as the King had nominate: aſſuring them , 
that none other would be accepted. This the Bishops let= 
ter regiſtrat in the Presbyterie books of Hadmghtoun dorh 
cleare. 2. And whereas there were no ruling elders ſent 
from the Presbyreries to that pretended Afﬀembly , as the 
roll of Commiſiioners ſheweth ; yet there were moe mini 
ſters from ſundrieſeverall Presbyteries then three, as five 
from Brechen , five ſrom Arbroth , five from Knkcubright , 
ſeven from the Presbytery of Argy/, foure from the Presby- 
terie of Cowper , foure from Linlithgow , foure from Paſley , 
foure from Hammilton, foure trom Drumfreis , foure trom 
Dankell: as the regiſter of that Aſſembly beareth, Wa 
 U. ſhere where thirtie yoters of Noble men and Barrons, 
beſide the pretended Biſhops , who had no commiſſion from 
any Presbyrerie. Jn the fourth Sesſion of this pretended Aſ- 
ſembly it 1s plainly ſaid » Thatthe Noble men and Barrons 
Came to itby the Kings direction.  _. 
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-xead to be ratified in the Aſembly. 
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zuling Elders having conatnisfion from their Presbyteries at 
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A IHE. The yoting of the comnifsſioners was not free: .for Bas”, 
by lie Kings Letter tothe Aſſembly they were- threatned ,}_ 


"andit was declared that their conſent was not nezdfull to any. I 
. power , yerthey-were allured rg vote by a promiſe that their Y "* 
good {ervicein ſa doing ſhould be remembred and rewarded © 
mhereafcer.” | * .-—f- the 


- AV. Theprincipall ats which were made, were ſet down | Al 
wr@etrm inthe privie conference , which chiefly conſiſted of } by 
the Kiogs Commisfioners and pretended Biſhops, and only } 


Y. Sandrieminifters then; preſent, doz now declate » thar 
they knewthe miniſters who voted the wrong way , to have * 
received theirpreſentreward , and that money was laxgely-. | 
gealruntethem. | 


pin CS TRORET: — | 
Reaſons for annulling the pretended | ? 

© Afembly at Aberdene. 1616, $ - 

a ; 


EL _ was no eleftion of a Moderatour : bur that place 
, uſurped by the pretended Biſhop of Saint Andrews, as 
the Kepifter bearech. | RO 
' H. The indiftion of that pretended Afſ:mbly was but 
ewentie dayes before the holding of it : ſo that the Presbyte- 
ries” and burghes could not b2 prepared for {ending their 
commisfioners $ which cauſed the abſence of many Presby- 
eeries and fourtie foure Burghes. 
- "LIE. There were twentie five nobl:-men > and pentle- 
men vorers without commisſfion from the Kirk. Ma. William 
Syruthers vored far the Presbyterie of Edinbuygh ,. yer had no 
commislion thert-from - The commisfion being given by 
zhat Presbyteric to other three, asthe ſatd Commis(ton re 
iftrat in the books of the Pregbytery beareth, And whereas 
Fore ſhould be_ bur one Commisfioner from. every burgh , 
except Edinburgh , to the Afemvly ; at this pretended Af- 
fembly there were two Commisfieners from Glaſgow , two 
from Cowper - two from St. Andrews : whereas there were no 


flembly. 
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+ SUR  Aſembly, 1583. ER 
IV. Whenthe aQts of thar pretended afſembly werewrir” 
Jen, the Biſhop of St. Andrews with his 'own hand did inter” 
FJ line ; adde , change , vitate , directo be extraited ornot 
I extracted, as he pleaſed: as the ſcrolls themſelves ſeen, doe 
'J fhow ; wherefore the Clerk did not regiſtrat the as of thar 
J afſembly , in the booksof Aſſemblies ,. as may be eaſily fern 
F by the blank in he regiſter left 


for them remaihing 


* ” & 
EST 
# 


The nullitie of the pretended 
bly at Saint Andrews, 1617. 


I. *T* here is no mention of it inthe regiſter of rhe Aſſemne 
blies, and ſo rio warrand for.their commisfſions, their 
Moderatour or Clerk. 
H. The indition'of it was ſo unformall; rh 
reat part of the Commisftoners from Synods » 
gentle-men , would not be preſear.,_ 


declareth, a 
Burrows, an 


—- 


Ras the ſcrol] 


- 


HI. The Kings Majeſtiein his lerrer ro Perths Aſſembly, 
acknowledgeth it was bura meeting, wherein diſgrace was 


offered to his Majeftie. 


I V. The former corruptions of the foure preceding Af- 
ſemblies had their confluence in this and the ſubſequent Aſe 


ſembly. 


+ 


Reaſons for annulling the pretended 
| Aﬀembh, holden 6 Perth, 1618. 


He Aſſembly was indifted but twentje dayes before 
the holding of it : and all parties requifit received 


not advertiſement, as appcareth by their abſence. The 
cared by Presby teric 


untimous indifting of it » 1s 
books. 


It. There was no elefion of the Moderatour , as Wagac- 


caſtomeg to bein layfull Alſerablies; The regiſters 


lower. 
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of many honeſt old reyerend Brethren of 
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The General 
"HIT. No formall election of their new Clerk. ' 


' - TINT. There were five whcle Dvocies abſent, viz. Or« 
bug, Cathnes, Roſe, Argyll, and Iſtes : and many Presby- | 


terteshad no Commiſſioners rhere, as the regilter of that 


- pretended Aﬀembly beareth. 
V. There werenineteen noblemen and Barrons , eleven 
Biſhops 5 that had no Commiſſion from the Kirk, Where - * 


asthe aGt for conſtitution of Aferrblies , ordaineth every 
Burgh to have but one Commiſfoner > except Edinbur , 
which may have two ( Atat Dundie 1597) yet inthat pre- 
tended Afembly , Perthh:d rhree Commiſſioners , Dundie, 
had two, Glaſgow bad two, and St. 4ndrews had two : Of 
the Burghes there were thirtie fix abſent: And for ruling 
Elders » there were nonear all with commiſſion from their 
Presbyteries. All theſe things are cleared by the records of 
that pretended Afemblie. 

.V I. The Commiſfioners from ſome Presbyteries excee- 
ded their number preſcribed in the a at Dundie, 1597- 
for the Presbyterie of Arbreth were foure Commiſlioners,and 
foure for the Presbyterie of Aughter ardour : Beſide theſe that 
were heard to vor, having no commiſiion atall , and ſome 
who had commiſſion were rejected , and were notenrolled, 
bur orhers put in their place without commiſſion. 

VII. The pretended Biſhops did pratiſe ſome of thear- 
riclesto be concluded there, -before the 'pretended Aﬀem- 
bly,in Edinburgh, Se. Andrews and other cathedral Churches, 


by keeping feſtival dayes, kneeling at the Communion. Thus | 


their voices were prejudged by their pradtiſe of rheſe articles 
before condemned by the Kirk , and therefore they ſhould 
have been ſecluded from voicing. | 

V I1I. In all lawful Aﬀemblies , the voicing ſhould be 
free : Bur in this pretended Affembly there were no' free 
voicing 3 forthe voicers were tkreatnedto voice affirmative, 
under no lefle pain nor the wrath of authoritie , 1impriſon- 
ment, baniſhment, deprivation of miniſters, and utter 
ſubverſion of the ſtate : Yea, it was plainly profeſſed, that 


' Neither reaſoning , nor the! number of, voices ſhould carie 


the matter away : Which 1s qualified by the declaration 
the miniſtery FOI. 
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Aſſembly, 1638. 1 
IX. In all tawful Aſemblies, the grounds of proceeding 


. | Vere, anduſedtobe, theword of God , theconfeſſion of 


"4 ad 
_ 


J pretended Afembly , the ground]of their proceeding in 


Faith , anda&sof former general Aſſemblies. Butin this 


voicing was the Kings commandmentonly: Forſo the que= 


J tion was ſo ſtared: Whether the five articles.inrefpeR of his Ma- 
J jeſties commandement , shoul4 paſie in at, or not: As the re- 
J cords of that pretended Aﬀembly beareth. Where it is de- 


clared , that for the reverence and reſpe& which they bear 


j unto his Majeſties Royal commandements , they did agree 


to the foreſaids articles. 

X. Many other reaſens verifying the nullitie of all theſe 
Aſſemblies , were ſhowen and proven before the Aſſembly, 
which needeth not here tobe inſert. * 


—— 


md 


ACct. Sefſ. 13. December 5. 1638. 
Againſt the unlawfull oaths of intrants. 


He fix Aﬀfemblies immediately preceeding, for moſt 
| juſt and weightie reaſons above-ſpecified, being found te 


{ beunlawful , and null from the beginning: The & flembly 


declareth the oathes and ſubſcriptions exacted by the Pre- 
laces of the intrants in the miniſterie all this time by paſt 
( as without any pretext of warrand from the Kirk , ſo for 
obedience of the ats of theſe null Aſſemblies, znd contrare 
ro the ancient and laudable conſtitutions of this Kirk,which 
never have, been nor can be lawfully repealled » but muſt 
ſtand in force) ro be unlawful, and no way obligatorie. 
And in like manner declareth , that the power of Presby- 
teries, ' and of provincial and general Aſſemblies, hath been 
unjuſtly ſuppreſſed, but never lawfully abrogate, And there 
fore tharit hath been moſt lawful unto them, not withſtand- 
ing any point unjuſtlyobjeGted by rhePrelats tothe contrare, 
toadmut, ſuſpend ,or deprive miniſters, reſpe#5v4within their 
bounds, upon relevant complaines ſufficiently proven 3 to - 
chooſe their own Moderatours, and to execute al: the- 
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16 The General ' | 
parts. of eccleſiaſtical jurisdi&ion according ro'their own lh 
nuts appointed them by the Kirk. ; I 


pn IR 


—— —_ 


Act Sefl. 14. December 6. 1618. 
G—_— the Service - book, Book of Canons , 
Book of Ordination, and the high 


Commiſſion . | | 


"THe Aſſembly having diligently conſidered the Book of 


common prayer, lately ebtruded upon the reformed | 
Kirk within this Realme, bothin reſpect of the manner of ! 
the introducing thereof, andin reſpeCt of the matter which. 
It containeth , finderh thar it hath been deviſed and brought | 


in by the pretended Prelats, without direction from the 
Kirk, ad presſed upon miniſters withour warrand from the 


Kirk, tobe univerſally received as the only forme of divine 


ſervice under fall higheſt paines , both civi!l and eccleſia- 
ſticall, and 'the book it ſelf, beſide the poprrb frame and 
forms infdivine worſhip, to containe many popisherrours and 
ceremonies, and the ſeeds of manifold and grosſe ſuperſtiti= 


on and 1dolatrie. The Asſembly therefore allin one voice, 


hath-rejected, and condemned and by theſe preſents doth re=- 
ject and condemne the ſaid book ,*nor only as illegally in- 

troduced , bur alſo'as repugnant to the eine. diſcipline 

and order of this reformed Kirk , ro the Confesſion of 
Faith, conſtirutions of generall Aſſemblirs, and acts of Par- 

Jliament cRabliſhing the rrue Religion; and dorh prohibite 

the uſe and prattiſe thereof: and: ordaine-Presbyteries to 

proceed with the cenſure of the Kirk againſt all ſuch as ſhall 

xranſpreſſe, 

TI. The Aſſembly alſo, taking ro their confideration the 
book of Canons , and the manner how it hath beenintro= 
duced , findeth that it hath been deviſed by the prerended 
Prelats, without warrand or direction from the gene=- 
rall Aſſembly 3 and, co eſtabliſh a tyrannicall power in the 
perſons of the pretended Biſhops, over the worſhip of 
God, mens. conſciences , liberties and goods, and to 
mverthrow the whole diſcipline and goyernment of the pas: 
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Þ-. condemned,and by theſe preſents doth reje&and condemne 


J fuchas ſhall cranſgreſſe, - 
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| OR Aſſembly , 1638. 17 
Yall and Synadall Asſemblies, Presbyteries , and Sesfions 
formerly eſtabliſhed in our Kirk. Fe: 
| Therefore the Aﬀſembly all in ane voice hath rejected and 
the ſaid book, as contrare. to the confeſſion of our Faith , 


| - andrepugnant rothe eſtabliſhed government , the book of 
Diſcipline, and the acts and conll 


| 1tutions of our Kirk: pro- 
hibits theuſe and praftiſe of the ſame ; and ordains Presby- 
teries to. proceed with the cenſure of the Kirk againft- all 


_ THI, The Afſembly having confidered the book of conſee _ 
cration and ordination , findeth ir ro havebeen framed by 
the Prelars, tro have been introduced and practiſed withour 
warrand of authority, either civill or eccleftaſticall : arid 
that it eſtabliſheth offices in Gods houſe » whichare not war- 
randed by the word of God , and are repugnant to the Diſci- 
pline, and conſtitutians of our Kitk, tharitisan impediment 
to the entrie of firand worthie men to the miniſtery\, and to 
the diſcharge of their dutie after rheir entrze > conforme 
the diſcipline of our Kirk. Therefore the Aﬀſembly all 
in one voice hath rejected and condemned, and by rheſe 
preſenrs doe reject and condemne the {aid book; and: pro- 


hibits the uſe and practiſe of the ſame : And ordaines Pres- - | 


byteries to proceed with the cenſure of the Kitk againſt all 
ſuch asſhall cransgrefle, . 7 

- LV. The generall Afﬀembly , after due. tryall , having 
fouhd that the Court ef high Commisfion , hath been ere&t- 
ed withoutthe conſent or procurement of the Kirk, or con. 
ſent of the Eſtates in Parliament, that ir ſubverteth the juris* 
diction and ordinarie judicatories and Aſſemblies of theKirk* 
Sesfions , Pretbyteries , provinciall and nationall Afſem=» 
blies , that it 15 not regtlate by lawes civill arecclefiaſtical],; - 
butar the diſcretion and arþitrement of the Commais{ioners'; 
thatirgiveth to ecclefiaſticall perſons, the power of both 


1 theſwords, andropetſons meerly civill, the power of the 
2 Keysand Kirkcenſures: Therefore the Aﬀembly all in one 
3 voice, hath difallowedand condemned, and by theſe pre- 
4} ſents doth diſallow and condemne the ſaid court , as uvlaw 
3 full injx ſelfe > and prejudiciall gf the libe:ri6s of wy 5 | 


18 The Generall 


Kirk and Kingdome, -the Kings honour in maintainingthe } 
eſtabliſhed lawes and judicatories of the Kirk 3 and probi-, 


bits the uſe and practiſe of the ſame 3 and 7 agar ary dat 1 
u 6. 


riesto proceed with the cenſures of theKirk, againſt all 
as ſhall tranſgresſe. . ' | | 


After the ſerious difeuſting of the ſeverall Proceſſes , inmany Seſſi- 
ons , from Seſſ. 14. ( which are in the Clerks hands, and 
needeth mt here tobe inſert ) the following ſentences were ſo=" 
lenmly pronounced after Sermon by the Moderatour , in the Aſ=" 


Jfembly of Glaigow , Sefſ. 20, December 13. 1638. 


a % p 


Sentence of depoſition and excommunication 
againſt My, John Spottiswood , Prerended Archbishop | 
of St. Andrews; Mr. Patrik Lindlay, pretended Arche 


bichop of Glaſgow : Mr. David Lindfay , pretended 


Bishop of Edinburgh: Afr. Thomas Sidſerfe , pre. 


tended Bichop of Galloway : My. John Maxwell , 
pretended Bichop of Roſſe : Mr. Walter 
Whyt-foord , pretended Bizchop 
of Brechen. 


TJH* general Aſſembly , having heard the libels and com- 


plains , givenin againſt the foreſaidspretended Biſhops 


to the Presbyrterie of Edinburoh , and ſundry other Presby#: 


teries within their pretended Dyocies , and by the faids 


Presbyreries referredto the Aﬀembly , robe tryed: The: 


ſaids pretended Biſhops being lawfully cited, oſten=times 
called, and their Procutour Dofour Robert Hammiltoun, and 


not compearing, but declining and proteſting againſt this. 
Aflembly , as 1s evident by their declinatour, and prote- | 


ſtation given in by the ſaid Dofour Robert Hammultoun miniſter 
at Glasfoord , which"by the a&ts of Afſembly is cenſurable 
with ſummar excominunication : Enteredin conſideration 
of the ſaid declinatokr , and finding the ſame not to be re- 
levant » butonthe cQntrare to be a diſplayed banner _ 

_ the 


 eAſembyy, i683. FT I9 , 


Þ the ſetled order and government of this Kirk, to be fraught- 
\J cd with inſolenr and diſdainful ſpeeches , lies and calume- 


e-'F nies againſt the lawful members of this Asſembly , ' pro- * 


J c<cdedro the cognition of the ſaids complaints , and libels 
2 againſt them; and finding them guilrie of the breach of rhe 
F cautions, agreed upon in the Asſembly holden at Montroſe 5 


Amno 1600. for reſtricting of the miniſter yoter in Parliz« 


=J ment, fromincroaching upon the liberties and juriſdiction © 
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of this Kirk, which was ſer down with cerrification of de- 


FJ poſition, infamie, and excommunication , ſpecially fon ; 


receiving of conſecration to the office of Epiſcopacie , con- 
demned by the confeſſion of Faith , andadts of this Kirk, as 


1 having nowarrand, nor foundament in the word'of God, 


and by yertue ef this uſurped power, and power of the high. 
Commiſiion , preſſing the Kuk with novations in the wore. 
ſhip of God, and for ſundric other haynous offences, and 
enormuties ,, ar length expresſed , and clearly proven in 
their procesſe » and for their refuſal to underly the tryal of 
tke reigning ſlander of ſundrie other grosſe tranſgreſſions: 
and crymes laid to their charge: Therefore the Asfembly 
moved with zeal to the gloric of God , and purging of his 
. Kirk , hath ordained the ſaids pretended Biſhops to be de- 
poſed, and by theſe preſents doth depoſe them , nor only 
of the office of Commiſlionarie to vote in Parliament, Coun- 
cel, or Convention in name of the Kitk, but alſo of all 
functions whether of pretended Epiſcopal or miniſterial cal- - 
ling , declareth them infamous. And likewiſe-ordaineth 
the ſaids pretended Biſhops to be excommunicate , and de- 
Clared ro be of theſe whom Chriſt commanderhto be holden 
by all and every one of the faithful as ethnicks , and publi- 
canes3 and the ſentence of excommunication to be pro- 
nounced by Mr Alexander Henderſon , Moderatour in face of . 
the Asſembly inthe high Kirk of Glaſgow: and the execurion 
of rhe ſentence to bee intimat in all the Kirks of - Scotland by 
the Paſtours of every particular congregation , as they will 
be anſwerable to their Presbyteries and Synods z or the next 
general Asſembly , in caſeof the negligence of Presbytc= 
Ties and Synods + 
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Sentence of depoſition and excommunitation,, | 


z6 | The Generall © 


againſt Mr, Adam Ballantyne, pretended Bishop of 
Aberdeen, and Mr. Iames Wedderburn 
pretended Bishop of Dumblane. 


"Jr generall Asſembly, having beard the lybels and —ao 4 ; 
plaints given in againſt the foreſaids pretended Bishops, * 


of Ab:ydzen, and Dumblane,” to the Presbytery of Edinburgh, * 
and findry Presbyteries within their pretended Dyocies , | 
and by the ſaids Presbyreries referred to this Asſembly to be + 


tryed : The aids pretended Biſhops being lawfully cited, 


Ofter-rimes called , and not compearing , proceeded tothe 


Cognition of the complaintsand lybels againſt them , and fin-_ 


ding them'guilte of the breach of the cautions » agreed upon 
inthe Asſembly holden at Montroſe, Anno t 600. for reſtri&- | 
Ing the miniſter voter in Parliament, from encroaching upon 


the liberties and juri{diftions of this Kirk > which was ſer 


down with-certificaiion of depoſition , infamie and excom- 
munication .[peciallyfor receiving of conſecrationto theoffice : 


of Epiſcopacie , condemned by the confesfion of Faith, and 


as of this Kirk, as having no warrand nor foundament in | 


the word of God, and by vertue of this uſurped power,and 


power of the high Commisgſion , presfing the Kirk with no- / 


vations in the worship of God, and for ſundry other haynous 
offences andenormiries , and length expresſed ,: and clearly 


proven in their Procesſe, -and for their refu'all ro underly 
the tryallof the reigning ſlander of ſundry other gros(c tranſ- 
gres1ons andoffences laid to their charge $ Therefore the * 


 as{embly moyed with zeal to the glorie of God , and purging 


of the Kirk, hath ordained the ſa1ds pretended Biſhops to be | 
depoſed, and by rheſe preſents doth depole them, not only 


of the office of Commisſionary to vor in Parliament , Coun« 


cell , or Cenvention', in name of the Kirk , butalſo of all *# 
unions , whetherof pretended Epiſcopall or mipiſteriall ? 
calling, declareth them-infamous : and likewiſe ordains the 2 
Taids pretended Biſhops, to bs excommunicate, and declared. } 
Chaiſ commanged ty be holden by 4" $ 
| 20d | 


robe ofthele whom 


4 


eAſcembly, 1638. z2Þ 
* Þ and every one ofthe fairhfull as Ethnicks and Publicans; and 
F the ſentence of excommunication to be pronounced by Mr. 
Y Alexander Henderſon Moderatour » in face of the-Asfembly . 
F after Sermon , in the bijgh Kirk of Glaſgow : and that the ex- . 
F ecution of theſentencebe intimar in all the Kirks within this 
'Y Realme, by the Paſtours of every particular congregation s 
; & as they will be anſwerable ro their Presbyteries and Synods , 

F orthe next generall Asſcmbly , in caſe of the negligence of 
-"Y Presbyteries andSynods. ; 


— 


_ 


, | Sentence of depoſition againſt Maſter John 
Guthry pretended Bishop of Murray: Ir. lohn Gra. 
hame pretended » Bishop of Orknay , Mr, lames 
Fairlic, pretended Bichep of Lilmoir : CHr. 
Neil Cambell, pretended Bishop 
of lſles, et , 


ce | He generall Aſſembly having heard the lybels and coms 
plainrs given 1n againſt the foreſaids pretended Biſhops , 
in | tothe Presbyterie of Edinburgh, and ſundrie Presbyteries 
1d {| withintheir Dyocies, and by che ſaids Prodbyrenidd referred 
o- | tothis Aﬀembly to beetryed : the ſaids pretended Biſhops 
1s cing lawfully cited , often-rimes called , and not compea- 
'y | Ting, proceeded to the cognition of the complaints and ly- 
ly 4 bels againft them ; and finding them guiltie of the breach of 
{. {| the cautions agreed uponin the Aſſembly at Montroſe , Anne 
ne { 2600. for reſtricting of the miniſter , voret in Parliament, 
ig | fromintroaching upon the liberties and JuriſdiQtions of this 
be & Kirk, which was (et down with certification of depoſition » 
ly Þ 1nfamic and excomraunication ; and eſpecially for receiving 
a» | conſecration to the office of Epiſcopacie condemned by the 
11 7 confesfion of Faith , and adts of rhis Kirk , as having no 
111 5 warrand nor foundament inthe word of God, and by vertue 
\e |} ofthis uſurped power, and power of the high commisfion , 
& | presling the Kirk with novations in the worship - of God'; 
Z andfortheir refuſall to underly the tryall of the reigning 
| SO; Wer Other $200e Luong Wy COS 
: | 2 laid - 
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2% "The Generall 


Jaid to their charge : Thereforethe Asſcmbly, moved with y 


zeal to the glorie of God, andpurging of this Kirk, ordaines 
rhe faids pretended Biſhops, to bee deſpoſed © and by 
theſe preſents doth depoſe them ,. not only of the office of: 
commisfonarie , to vatein Parliament, Councel , or con-1 


yention in name of the Kirk: butalſo of all functions, 
whehter of pretended. Epiſcopall, or miniſterial calling : 


And likewiſe in'caſe rhey acknowledge not this Asſem«: 


bly , reverence not rhe conſtituridns thereof, and obey: 
nor. the ſentence, and make not*rheir repentance, cons | 
forme to the order preſcribed by this Asſembly , ordaines! 
. Them to be excommunicated-, - and declared to bee of: 
theſe whom Chriſt commandeth to be holden by all and: 
every one of the faithfull as Erhnicks and Pablicanes : and 
#he Tentence of excommunicaion to be pronounced upon! 


chcir refuſall , in the Kirks appointed , by any of theſe who 


my 


bond 


OO I. ww Awe »> 1 wo# - 
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are particularly named » to haye the charge of trying their | 


repentance or impenirencie , and that the execution of this 


{nrence bee intimate in all the Kirks within this Realme by? 


the Paſtours of every particular Congregation , asthey will 


beanſwerable to their Presbyteries and Synods, or the nexr. 
generall Asſembly, in caſe of negligence of the Presbyterieg 


A 


gud Synpds, 


_ — 
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Sentence of depoſition againſt Maiſter Alexans 
der Landſay pretended Bishop of Dunkell. 
"He generall Asſembly having heard the complaint and 


'” lybel given in againſt Mr. Alexander Lindeſay pretended 
Biſhop of! 


Dunkell, tothe Presbytery of Edinburgh , and ſun- 


dry Presbyteries of his pretended Dyocie » and by the Pres» 


Þbyteries referred to this Asſembly to be tryed : The ſaid 
pretended Bishop being lawfully cited , often-times called, 


Wo. 8 oy 
J 7 


& got compearing; bug by adetter of excuſe ſubmitting him- ? 
ſelf to the Asſemely , proceeded to the cognition. of the © 
complaint and lybell it ſelfe againſt him , and-Ending bim ! 


guiltie of the beach of the cautigns agreed upgn in the AF ? 
ME re tb, 75; - >. _ 


Pony We IS RIS Re ALE TED x 
4 : SOT EET TO TTORe * 
» 9 . 
; 
o 


ſembly holden at Montroſe , Anno 1600. for reſtrifting the- 


-. miniſteriyorer in parliament, from encroaching upon the 


liberties and juriſdictions of this Kirk, which was ſet down 
with certification of depoſition, infamie and excommuni= 


- cation , eſpecially for receiving conſecration to the office of 


Epiſcopacte condemned. by the confeſsion of Faith , and 
as of this Kirk , as baving no warrand nor foundament in 
the word of God, and by yertue of this uſurped power, and 
powerofthe high Cemmisfion , presſing the Kirk with no- 
yations.in the worſhip of God : Therefore the Asſemb] 

moved with zeal to the glory of God , and purging of this 
Kirk , hath ordained the faid Mr Alexander to bee depoſed, 
and by theſe preſents depoſeth him, from the pretended 
Epiſcopall function , and from the office of commisfionarie 
ro vote 1n Parliamenr,Councel or Convention in name of the 
Kirk anddoth ſuſpend him from all minifteriall funion 
and providing he acknowledge this Asſembly , reverence 


_ the conſtitutions of it , and obey this ſentence, and make 


his repentance conforme to the order preſcribed , continu- 
eth him in the miniſtrie'of St. Madoze; And likewiſe , ifhe 
acknowledge not this Asſembly , reverence not the conſtt- 
rutions of it » and obey not the ſentence , and make his re- 

entance , conforme to the order preſcribed by this Asfem- 
bly , ordains him to be excommunicat , and declared ro bee 
one of thoſe whom Chriſt commandeth to bee holden by all 
and every one of the faithfull z asan Ethnick and Publicane, 
and the ſentence of excommunication to be pronounced 


| upon his refuſall , in the Kirks appointed, by one of theſe 


who are parwucularly named, to have the charge of trying his 
repentance or impenitencie» and that the execui1on of this 


 ſentencebe intimate inall the Kirks within this Realme » by 


the Paſtours 'of every particular congregation , as they will 
be anſwerable to their Presbyteries and Synods, or the next 
generall Asſembly, in caſe of the negligence of Presbyteries» 
and Synods 


At. uw — 
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+ *  Abernethic pretended Bishop of Cathnes. 


Rn Meknexſe, proceeded to the cognition of the complainrand 
=.  HÞreach of the cautions, agreed upon in the Asfembly holden 
at Montroſe, Anno 1600, for reſtrifting the miniſter yoter in 
= Parliament, trom encroaching uponthe hberties and juriſ- 
2. ditions of this Kirk ,' which was ſet down with certifica. 


**/ - Ally for receiving conſecrationto the office of Epiſcopacie , 
22” condemned by the confesfion of Faith; arid afts of this Kirk 

'+ * as having no warrand nor» foundamentin the word of God , 

and by vertue of his uſurped power , and power of the high 
$5 Commis6on presſing the Kirk with novations 1n the worshjp 
Z7,< of God! Therefore the asfembly moved With zeal ro the 
'; - gloricofGod, and purging of this Kirk, "hath ordaineththe 
Jaid Mr. John to be depoſed, and by theſe preſents depoſeth 
Him from the pretended Epiſcopal funttion , and from the 


5%. Nffice of Commisfionary © vore in Parliament Councel, or © 


zvention,' in-name of the Kirk , and doth ſuſpend him 
ol the miniſteriall function. * And providing he acknow- 
==Tedge this Asſembly, reverence the conftitutionsof ir, 'and 
"69ey the ſentence, and make his repentance conforme 


EF? % - SOR bs 
p* bo et AS ©: j 
, "SS. > 
SI's; 


= &- ; 
% 4 2% 
LR9'2 
n 


- 
. 
uw 
F - 
% . 
F &% 


ST 


to the miniſterie of a particular flok : and likewiſe,” in- 
.- Caſe, he acknowledge not this Asſembly , reverence not 
- Che conſtitutions =, 1t».and make his repentance confor= 
,.- metro theotder preſcribed by this Asfembly , Oordains him 
#. LHobcexcommunicate, and declared to be ons of theſe row 
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. Sentence of depoſition againſt Maſter lohn 1I 


"F He generall Asſembly having beard thelybell and coms * 
: plainr given in againſt Mr, John Abernetihe pretended Bis- | 
i -hopof Cathnes to the Presbyrery of Edinburgh , and ſundry * 
Bs : Presbyteries within his Dyocie : And by the ſaids Presby- ! 
ig * Tries, referred to this Asfcrnbly to be tryed : The ſad * 
= © prerended Biſhop being lawfully cared , often=times called, } 
87 and nor compearing , but by his letter of exculfe upon chis * 


ell ir (elfe againſt him ; and finding im guiltie of the | 


tion of depoſition, infamie and excommunicarion, ſpeci. 


- £0 the order preſcribed by this Asſembly, will admit him 


-_ 


_ rAfembly, 1638. 25 
Criſt commandeth to be holden by all and every one of 
the faithfull as an Ernick and Publicarie : and the ſen- 
. FJ tence' of excommunication tro'be pronounced. up en his 

I xcfuſall in che Kirks appointed, by one of theſe who 
- Jl are particularly named to have this charge of trying his repen- 
tance or umpenitencie, and that the execution of this ſen=- 
tence be intimat in all the Kirks withinthis Realme, by rhe: 
Paſtours of every particular Congregation , as they will be 
anſwerable to their Presbyteries and Synods, or the next ge- 
nerall Asſembly , in caſe ofthe negligence of Presbyteries | 
and Synods. SY RL YET en es OT Te Or; 


a .. 
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| | - Acofthe Aſſembly ar G/a/gow, Sed. x6. 
. December $8. 1638. | 
Declaring Epiſcopacie to have been abjured by the Con- 
MY feſſion of Faith, 1580. and to bc 
_*  removedout of this Kirk, 


F Ji Aſſembly taking to their moſt grave and ſerious conſis 
$ > deration, firft the unſpeakable goodnesſe, and great 
mercy of God , manifeſted to this Nation , inthatſo neceſ« 
farie , ſo difficult, and ſo excelent and divine work of re- 
formation ,' which was at laſt brought to ſuch perfection , 
that this Kirk was reformed , not only in dotrine and wor- 
thip , but alſo after many conferences and publick reaſonings 
1n divers nationall Asſcmblies , joyned with ſolemne humi- | 
liations and prayersto God z "the diſcipline and government 
of the Kirk, as the hedge and guard of the doftrine and wore 
ſhip, waspreſcribed according to the rule of Gods word, 
in the book of Policie' and Ditcipline , agreed upon in the 
x Asſembly 1578. and inſert in the regiſter x58$r. eſtabliſhed 
I bythe Attsof Asſemblics, by the confeſſion of Faith, ſworn 
7 and ſubſcribed , arthe direction of the Asſembly, and by 
continuall pratiſe of this Kirk : Secondly, thar by mens 
x ſeeking their own things : and not the things of Jeſus Chriſt; 
'#F diversnoyations have been introduced to the great diſtur- . 
\ ra Tees Ie, obo» | hoo 9 ES 1.9 we; 5 | B 5 _ ee. bance 
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bance ofthis Kirk, ſo firmly once compatted;; and: to the 
endangering of Religion , and many gros(e evils obtruded ; 
rothe utter undoing of the work of reformarion, and change 
of the whole forme of worſhip and face of this Kirks Third- 
ly > thatall his Majeities Subjects both Ecclefiaſticall and c5-! 


L 


vil , being without conſent of the Kirk , commanded to.re- 
ccive with reverence a new book of common prayer ». as the 
only forme to be,uſed in Gods publick worſhip, and the con 
' traveeners to be condignely cenſured , and puniſhed , and: 
after many ſupplications and complaints , knowing no ocher: 


way for the preſervation of Religion; were moved by God;! 
and drawne by necesfitie, to renew the nationall Covenant! 
of tnis Kick , and Kingdoms, 'which the Lord'fince hath! 
blesſed fromheaven , and co ſu8{cribe the Cenfeſſion of Faith ," 

. with an application thereof, abjuring the grear evils where»! 
with they were now presſcd , and ſuſpending the praGtiſe of: 
all novations formerly introduced, till they ſhould bee rryed; 
zn a free generall Asſemply , Laltly , that ſome of his Maie=: 
ſtes Subjects of ſundrie ranks , have by kis Majefties com- 
mandement ſubſcribed and renewed the confesfion of Faith, Y © 
withour the former application , and that borh-rhe one and Y # 
the other ſubſcribers have ſubſcribed the ſaid Confesfion of 
Faith in'this year y asit was profesled Ct IRCANy - to the} / 
meaning that ic had in this Kingdome, when it was firſt ſub=" * 
ſcribed I 581. andafterward the Asſembly therefore, both Y : 
by the ſubſcription of his Majeſties high Commiſſioner , and of ; 
the Lords of iecret Councel , Seprem, 22.:1638 And by. l 
the as of Councel , of the date foreſaid , bearing that rhey. 

» ſubſcribedrthefaid Confeshon,, and ordaining all bis Maje- Y = 
ſties Liedges to ſub{cribe the ſame, according tv. the fore- 
ſaid date and rennour , and as it was then profesſed within 
this Kingdome,, as likewiſe by the Proteſtation of ſome of 
the Senatours of the Colledge of juſtice , when they were re- 
quired toſubſcribe , and by the many Pare - of his Ma- 
jeſties good Subjects , eſpecially becauſe the ſubſcribers of | 
the Confesfion 10 February 1638, are bound to ſuſpend the # 
2pprobation of the: corruptions of the government of the ! 
Kirk » rill they be tryed in a free generall Asſembly ; fin- } 
ding it proper fot them , and moſt necesſary and incumbent. 
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cothem , to give out the true meaning thereof as it was art. 
; firitprofes\ed , Tharall his Majefties SubjeQtsin a matter ſo 
important3 as isthe publik Confesfion of Faith, ſo ſolemnely 
ſworn and ſubſcribed , may be of one minde, andone heart, 


and have full ſatisfaction to all their doubrs, and that the 
poſteritie afterward may be fully perſwaded of the.true mea- 
ning thereof , after earnelt calling upon” the name of God, 
ſoreligioully atteſted in the ſa1d Confesfion ; have entered 
into a diligent ſearch of the regiſters of theKirk, and books 
of the generall Aſſembly, which rhe greateſt part of the Al- 
ſembly had not ſeen before z and which by the ſpeciall pro» 
yidence of God were preſerved , brought to their hands, and 
publickly acknowledgedro bee authentick, and have found 
that in the Jatrer confesſion of the Kirk of Scotland : We pro- 


* fesſe, that we deteſte all traditions !rought into the Kirk without , or 
againſt the word of God. and doftrine of this reformed Kirk: Next , 


we abhorre and deteſte all contrariereligionand dofirine, bur chiefly, 
All kinde of papiſtry in generall, &5 particularbeads,as they were then 
danmed E9 confuted by the word of God, and Kirkof 5cotland, when 


the ſaid Confeſſion was ſworn andſubſeribed, An. 1580. and15$1. 


1590. and 1591. Lhirdly, that we detefte the Romane Antichrift , 
his worldly monarchie,and wicked hierarchie: Fourthly, that we joyn 
our ſelves ro this reformed Kirkin doftrine, Faith, Religion, & diſci- 
pline, promiſing and ſwearmg by the great name of GOD, that we shall 
continue in the Dofrine and Diſcipline of this Kirk , and defend the 
ſame according to our vocation and power all the dayes of our life]. . 
\. Burſoitis that Epiſcopallgovernment js abhorred and de- 
reſted, and the government by Miniſters and Elders, in 
Asſcmblies generall and provinciall, and Presbyteries was 
{wornto , and ſubſcribed in ſubſcribing that Confesſion , 
and oughtto be holden by us, if we adhere to the mea» 
ning of the Kuk, when thar Confesfion was framed , 
ſworn to» and ſubſcribed 3 unro which weare obliged by 
thenationall oath and ſubſcription of this Kirk, as is evident 
by the afts of generall Asſemblies, agreed upon both be- 
fore , at» and after the ſwearing and ſubicribing of the ſaid 
 Confesſfion, in the years above-mentioned, and the book 
- of policie agreed uponin the Asſembly which was holden at 


| Egmburgh thetwentie foute of April, and twentie foure of 


Oftober , 
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Ofober, nn 1578, Inſert in tho regiſter of the Kirk , by: Di 


ordinanceof rhe Asſembly holden ar Glaſgow 1581- andto/ 


be ſubſcribed by all Miniſters, that then d1d bear, or theres! 
after wereto bear office inthis Kirk, by ordinance of the | 
Asſembly holden the fourth of Auguſt at Edinburgh 1590. | 
Andar Edinburgh the ſecond of fuly 1591. burſpecially inthe | 


2- 3. 44 6. 7+ and IT, Chapters of the faid book. 


| "The Biſhops being tollerat from the year 1572, till, the | 
Asfembly holden in Auguſt 1575. And all this time the As- | 
ſembly being wearied with complaints made 2gainlt them , | 
did enter in (earch of the office it ſelfe , and did agree in this | 
rhar the nam? ofa Bishopis common to every one of them | 
thar harh a particular flock, over which he hath a particular © 
charge, as wellto preach the word , as to miniſter the Sa« | 


Craments. 


At the next Asſembly which was holden in April 15,76. 
Such Biſhops were cenſured as had nor taken them to a partt- | 
cularflock. In the generall Asſembly conveened in April 
the year of God 1578. gesl. 4. Intimation was made as tol- | 


loweth. 


For fo much as the heads 0 f the policie being concluded and agreed ' 


pon in the laſt A ſſembly , by the moſt part of the brethren; cer- 
84in of the brethren had ſome difficaltie in the head de ditconary z 


wocrenpon farther reaſoning was reſerved.to this Aſſembly « Itis | 
therefore required, if any of the brethren have any reaſcnibl: doubt or © 
argument tv 5694 that hebe ready the morow , and then ſhall be * 


beard and reſolved. In the 6. Seg(, April26. According to 
rhe ordinznce made the day before; all perſons that had any 
doubt or argument to propone, were requiredto propone 


the ſame: but none offeredto propone any argument on the 


contrare. 
Inthe Asſembly holden at Edinburgh, in Ofteber 1578. It 
was ſhowen by the Moderatour thereof to the noble-men , 


" who were preſent, viz, My Lord Chancelour , the Earle of | 
Montroſe , my Lord Seaton, and my Lord Lindſay, VFhat care. * 
end ſtudy the Aſſemb!y had taken to entertain and keep the puritie of 
the ſincere word of God , unniixed with the inventions of their own he- | 
ads , and to preſeroe_it to the poſteritie hereafter , and ſeeing that . 

the trye Religion is not ableto. continue nor endure long without a good  ? 
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Aſemby , 1638; 29 


by] Diſcipline and policie » inthat part alſs have they implojed their wit 
ro Þ} and ſtudie , and drawen forth out -f the pure fountain of Gods word , 
re. Þ ſubc.a Diſcipline as is meet to remasn in the Kirk. | 

he Y Intheſame As'embly , rhe ſpeciall .corruptiens were ſer 


down , which they craved ſuch of the Biſhops as would 
he & ſubmit themſelves ro the Aﬀembly ts remove, with pro- 
'Y miſe , thar if tha generall Aﬀembly , hereafter ſhall 
he & fiode further corruptions in the ſaid eſtate » then hither- 
\e.. | £2 are expresſedthat they be content to be reformed by the 
faid Asſembly according to the word of God , when they 
ſhall be required thereto. Firſt . That they be content to bee 
J Paſtours and Miniſters of one flock : That they uſutpe no criminall 
Jar JuriſdiFlion , that they vote mot in Parliament mname of the Kirk , 
"Ar J mithout Commiſſion from the Kirk : That they take not up far the 
| maintenance of their ambition and rictoufneſſe , the emoluments of the 
Kirk., which may ſuſtain many Pa''ours , the Schools, and the 
I poore 37 buy be context with reaſonable livings according to thery office: 
T That they claime not to. themſelves the titles of Lords temporal, nezther 
"1% Y nſurpe temporal! juriſaifions , whereby they are abftrafted from their 
c: : Thatthey empyre not above "the particular Elderships , but 

a ſubjeRito the ſame:That they uſurpe not the power ofthePresbyteries« 
” The quaticn heing proponed by the Synod of Leuthianin 


IM the Asfembly holdenin July 1579. anenta generall order 
A to betaken forereCting of Presbyteries in places where pt- 


8 blickexerciſeis uſed , untill the time the policie of the Kirk 
07 | beeſtabliſhek by alaw; Itisanſwered, Theexerciſemay be jud- 
be | ged to be a Presbyterie. In the Asſembly holden at Dunaze ir 
A Iuh 1580.Ses{.4. The office of aBiſhop was abolihed by apar- 
ly. ticular aCt;as appeareth by thetennour of theaCt following. 

_ , For ſo much as the office of a Biſhop, as it is now uſed and com: 
ie | , monly taken withen this Realme, bath no ſure warrand authorie 
>ite, nor good ground m the Scriptures , but is brought in by the 


Ic » foly and corruption of mans inventions , to the great overthrow 4 
: c | >the Kirk of God, the whole Aſſembly of the Kirk in one voice af= 


 '} >» ter labertic given toall men to reaſon inthe matter, none oppcning 
me 3 »bimſilfin defending the ſaid pretended office , findeth and decla= 
of  ,r0t theſaid pretended office , uſedand termed , asis above ſaid, 
1 ownlawfull inthe ſelfe, as heveng neither foundament , round , 
Mor marandinithegerd of Gia , ond qrdeingh 1114 48, or, per- 
So o/9{n 
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3s The Gendrall 


5 ſons , 4s brook or ſhatt brook bereaſter the ſaid office , ſhall be 
» charged fimply to dimit , quite , and leave off the ſame , as an; 
» office whereunto they are not called of God : and ſuchlike , to de 


» hiſt and ceaſe from all preaching, miniſtration of the Sacraments, | 
» Or uſmg any way the office of paſtours,'while they receive de novo, | 


, admiſhon from the generall Aﬀembly, under the pain of excom-: 


» munication to be uſed againſt them , whereinif they be found di ſo-? 


» obedient , or contradif this a& in any point , the ſentence of ex« Þ 
, communication , after due admonition , to be execute againſt. 


them. 


In the fame Asſembly holden Ammo 1580; Sesf. 10. This 


article was appointed to be proponed to the King and Coun= ? 


cei, that the book of policae might be eſtabliſhed by an a& of 


privie Councel , while a Parliament be holden, at whichit mi,þt 


be confirmed bya law, 

Theextenr of the aCt made at Dundie, was interpreted and 
explained in the Asſemvly, holden.at Glasgow, in April, x5 31s 
Ses(. 6. as followeth. | 

» «Anent the AR made in the Aſſembly holden at Dundie 4+ 


EN EE EY . 


, gainſt Biſhops , becauſe ſome difficultic appeareth to ſome bre- 


, thren t0 ariſe out of the word ( office ) contained inthe ſaid at, 


, tohat ſhould be meaned thereby , The 4 ſembly eonſefting for the 


, moſt part of ſuch as voted , en1were preſent inthe AJe»b!y at 


» Dundie, zo take away the ſaid diffic-liie , refolving upon the. 
, true meaning and underſtanding of the ſa'd at , declare that they | 
meaned whotly to candemne tht whole eftate of Biſhops , as they 
are now in Scotland , and that the ſame was the determination 
and concluſion of the Aſſembly at this time , becauſe ſomebrethren 


5 


Yu U 


, doubted » whether the former a& was to be underſtood of the ſpiri= 
» tual function only , and others alledged , that the whole of- 


» fice of 2 Biſhop as it was uſed , was danmatle, and that by the. 
» ſaid aA , the Biſhops ſhould be charged to dimit the ſame; This | 
3 Aſiembly declareth that they meaned wholly to condemne thewhole 
, eftate of Biſhops , as they were thenin Scotland , and that this 
 » vas the meaning of the . Aſſembly, 1 that time. AY 
The Kings Commiſſioner preſented to this Asſembly the | 
Confeſſion of Faith , ſubſcribed by the King , and his houg- } 

hold, nortlong before, together with aploc of rhe Presby- | 
þ is regiftrare in the books of rne | 

Aſlembly 


teries to þe erected, whic 


' _.  eAſembly, 1635. JT 


Aziembly , with a letter ro be direed from his Majeftie ro 
the noble - men and gentle - men of the Covntrey , forthe 
Y -creftion of Presbyreries,  conſitting of Paſtours, and Elders, 
'and dis{olution of Prelacies , and with an offer to ſet for- 
ward rhe Policie untill it were eſtabliſhed by Parliament, 


The Kingslerter ſubſcribed by his hand, to the Noble-men, 


-ana Gentle - men;, was read 1n open audience of the whole 
Asſembly. - 


This Asſembly ordained the book of Policie to be inſert 


|| in the regiſter by the act following. 


» For as much as travels have been taken in the framing of the Po- 
»licie of the Kirk, and diverſe ſuits have been made to che Magte 
» ſtrat for approbation thereof , which yet have not taken the hape 
pie effet , which good men would wiſh , yet that the poſteritie 
» may judge well of the preſent age, and of the meaning of the Kirk z 
» The Aſſembly bath concluded , that thebcok of Policie cgreed to 
» in diverſe Aſſemblies before , ſhould be regiſirat in the afts of the 
» Kirk, and remaine therein ad perpetuam rei memoriam : 
, and the coppies thercof to be taken to every Presbyterie : of which 
000k the tennour followeth , Ec, | 

Immediatly after the inſerting of the book of Policie, cals 
led there the. book of Diſcipline , the Asſembly ordained 
that the confesſion of Faith be ſubſcribed as followerh. 

, <Anent the confeſſion of Faith lately ſet forth by the Kings Ma= 
»jeſtie, and. ſubſcribed by his highneſſe. The Aſſembly in one 
,voice , acknowledgeth the ſaid Conſeſſton to be atrue ,” Chriſtian, 

, and faithful confeſſion , to be eagreed unto by ſuch as truly pro= 
»feſie Chrift , and have acare of Religion, and thetennour thereof 
. to br followed out efoldly as the ſamine is laid out in the ſaid Pro= 
»clamazgion , wherein that Diſcipline 1s ſworn to. | 

In the general Asſembly holden at Edinburgh in Ofobet 
17581. Seſs. x0, Mr. Robert Montgomery is accuſed forteach- 
ing that Diſcipline is a thing indifferent. Sels. 23, The 
Asſembly gave commiſſion-ro the Presbyterie of Stirling , to 
charge Mr. Robort Montgomerie , to continue inthe miniſterie 
of Stirling, and not to medle with any other office or function 
of th Kirk , namely in aſpyring ro the Biſhoprick of Glaſ- 


3 20, azainſt the word of God , and acts of the Kirk”, under 


the Pain of excommunicatigne | x 
£255 ; an 


3z | The General . , 
In che ſame Aﬀembly it is acknowledged that the eſtatet 
Biſhops is condemned by the Kirk, commiſſion for ere&ig 
of moe Presbyteries was:renewed :\ and a new Ordinance 
made for ſubſcribing the confeſſion of Faith , and toprocee 
againſt whatſoever perſons that would notacknowledge an 
ſubſcribe rhe ſame. _ ET ET _— 
' Inthe Aﬀembly holden in April 1582. there was ane\ 
commiſſion for erection of Presbyteries , where none was 
yet erefted., Mr. Robert Monzgomerie , pretending to be Bil 
ſhop ef Glaſpow , was ordained ro be depoſedand excommu 


nicat, Except hee gave evident tokens of repentance., and 


promiſe to ſuperſeed , whieh he did not : and therefore he 
was excommunteat ſhortly after, according to the ordinag 
ofthis Aſſembly. | | 


Inthe generall Aſſembly holden at Edinburgh , I582. The 


generall Aſſmbly gave commiſſion to ſome Presbyteries , to 
try and cenſure ſuch as were called Biſhops, for the great 
ſlander atifing by their impunitie. Commiſſion was given 
at this Aſſembly to preſent ſomearticlesto [the Councel and 
Eftates , for approving and cftabliſhing by their authoritie! 
the Presbyrteries , the Synodall , and generall Afemblies.: 
In the i9. Seff. The Aflembly declared , that no Biſhop: 
may fit upon the Councell in name of the Kirk. 
In the Aſſembly holden Ammo 1586. Theſe two articles: 
were agreed upon. Firſt:17 is found that all ſuch as the Scripture 
eppointeth governonars of the Kirk', to wit Paſtours, DoRours , and; 
Elders , may conveen to the generall Aſſemblies , and vote in Eccleſis | 
aſticall matters. Secondly : There are foure office bearers ſet down! 
. #0 «5 by the Scriptures , towit Paſtours, Dottours , Elders . and. 
Deacons , and the name of Bisbop ought not to be taken as ut hath been 
- SJntime of Papiſtrie ,” but is common to all Paſtours , and Miniſters. 
In the Aſſembly holden Ame 1587. Sefl.8, It was or- : 
dained thatthe admiſſion of Mr. Robert Montgomerie by the | 
Presbyterie of Glaſgow , ſuppoſe to the temporalicie of the 
Biſhoprick only, beundone and annulled withall poſlible 
diligence, to the effect ſlander might be removed from the | 


Kirk, In Seff. 15, Mr. Robert Pont ſhewed the Kings preſen- 
tation tothe Biſhoprick of Cathnes , & deſidered the judge- } 
ment of the Aſſembly. The Aſſembly in their letter 000g 
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Aſſembly, 1638. 
Kings Majeftie; declared that they juds:ed the ſaid My Robere 
ro be a Biſhop already according to the Doftrine of >: aul: 
Bur asto that corrupe eſtate or office, of rheſe who have 
been ter med Biſhops hererofore , they found it no: agreable 

tothe word of God, and that it bath be: n caraned in diverie 
Aſſemblies before. CE 3d | 

' In themnftrudtions given to ſuch as were appointed to wait 


- upon the Parliament , it was ordained in the ſame A fembly 


Sels. 17. Tharthey be carcful that nothing be adn ir-cd pre- 
Judicial ro'the liberties of this Kirk,. as te was conclad d 
according to the word of God in the genezal 4 flemllies , 
Precceding the year 1584. but preciicly to ſezk the ſame 
'ro be ratified in the Aﬀembly holden in March 1599 
where the articles were made for iubſcribing the conf:f- 
fion of Faith with th- generall band ,. it was ordained as 
followeth. | os 
» For ſo much as the neighbour Kirk in England » is underſtood 
»f0 beeheavily troubled , jor maintaining of the tyue Diſcipline ar d 
» government : whoſe prieves ought to move us- Therefore the 
» Presbytery of Edinburgh was ordained tocomfort the ſaid Kirk in 
the ſaid matter, h 
" Inrhe Asſembly ho!den 1590. when the confesfion of _ 


' Faith was ſubſcribed univerſally denovo, a ratification of the 


liberties of the Kitk , in her juriſdiction, diſciphne, Prefe 
byteries, Syn6ds, and general! Asſemblies, andan abro« 
gation of all things contrarie thereunto ; was ordained to 
be ſoughr both of the Councel and Parliament. In the next 
Sesfion it was ordained thar the book of Diſcipline, ſpecially 
the controverted heads . ſhould be ſubfcribed by all Mint« 
ſers thar bear , or hereafter was to bear office in this Kirk, 
and thar they, be charged by the Pre: byreries , under the 
Pain of excommunitation: Secing the word of God can- 
not be2 keeped in fincerity , unleffe the holy Diſciphne 
be preſerved. The Presbyteries were ordained to get a cop« 
pre under the Clerks hand ; there were ſundrie coppies ſubs 
{cribed by the Miniſters 1n the Presbyteries yer extant, 
2s Hadingtoun, Dunfernling , &c. produced before the 
Aflemb! Y. ? | 
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34 The Generall | 


In the Aſſembly 159x. Sz}. 4. The former act anent the! 
ſubſcription to the book of Policie is renewed » anda penal- 
tie impoſed upon the Moderatour , incaſe it be not puria 
Execution, | os bl 
Iri the Aſſembly 22. May 1592. Sefl.2+ Theſe articles 
were drawn up. That the afis of Parliament made 1534 apainle 
Diſcipline . libertie and authoritie of the Kirk, be annulled , and 

we ſamine diſcipline , whereof the Kirk hath been in praftiſe, 'pre« 
ee ly ratified. © That Abbots Priors , and other Prelats pretending 
#he title of the Kirk , be not ſuffered in time coming. In the Its 
Sejlion the number of the Piesbyteries were given np, and 
inſert in the Parliament immediatly following. The fifth 
of fun: 1592. Thelibertie, Aiſcipli . 


ne, andjurisdiction of 
the rrue Kirk, in her Seffions , Presbyteries » Synodal and 
general Aſſemblies, is largely ratified , as the ſamine was? 
uſed, and exerci{ed within this Realme , 2ndall the acts! 


contrary thereto abrogat : The Kings prerogative declared 


Dot to be prejudicial to the ſame priviledges grounded upon ! 
the word of God, the former commiſſions to Biſhops 1584, 7 
reſcinded , anda!l Eccleſiaſtical matters, ſubjeQed to Pres- * 
Þbyteries according to the diſcipline of this Kirk. Ammo 1595. 
The book of Policie with other a&s is ratified and ordained ? 
to be printed. ; 
It was alſo cleared that Epiſcopacie was condemned in | 
theſe words of theConfeſſion, HIS WICKED HIER AR- ! 
CHIE. For the Popiſh Hierarchie doth conſiſt of Biſhops; | 
Presbyters , and Deacons , that is baptizieg and preaching ; 
Deacons : For ſe it is determined in the councel of Trene, in 
the 4..chap. De Sacramento ordinis, can.6. , BY 4 
® 5 quir dixrs in elf Cnblics no off Come ronſo 
bierarchiam diving ordinatione inflitutam, que nibernia delatarum - © 
conſtat EX Epiſcopis . Presbyteris & miniſt.'is , per ſacram Facukatem R 
anathema fit . Bellarmine likewiſe 1n hj- Theologiz Fatifienſis 
book DeClericss. cap."11. ſaith , That there fan _ . 
are three Hierarchies in the militant Kirk © The firſt of Biſhops, .! 
the ſecond of Prieſts , the third of Deacons, and that the Deacons are * 
alfo Prices \ if they be compared with the people: This provefi- - - 
rion fo:lowing 3 Hizrarchia eccleſiaſ-ica conſtat -x Pontifice , 
Cardin alibus 1 Archiepiſcopis z Epijcopis 09 Repularibut , was 
_ FA cenſured 
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Aſjembly , 1638. 3: - 
cenſured by the Facultie of Theologie in the Univerſitie ar- 
Paris, as followeth , Ina prima propoſitione enumeratio mem- 
brorum hierarchie eccleſiaſtice ſcu ſacri prmcipatus , diva ordina? 
tione inſtituts eſt manca &5 redundaus atque , inducens in errorem 
 contraruum determinations ſacte Simedi Tridentine : The propos 
- ſition was defeCtive, becauſe it pretermitted the Presbyrers 
and Deacons 3 ir was cenſured. as redundant, becauſe it - 
. made the Hierarchie to conſiſt of the Pope,Cardinals, Archbichops, 
and\Repulars , the Pope is not within the Hrerarchie » Primate , 
Metrepolitanes , and Archbiohops , but as they are Biſhops. 
Furthermore , this Hierarchie is diſtinguiſhed in the confeſs 
fion from the Popes monarchie. And howbeit this Hiergchie 
be called the 4ntichriſts Hierarchie, yer it 1s not to diſtinguiſh 
berwixt the Hzerarchie ia the Popiſh Kirk; and any other as 
4 lawful: Burt the Hierarchie , whereloever it is, is called 
J his, as the reſt of the Popith corruprionsarecalled his: To 
wit, Invocation of Saints , canomiZation of Saints , dedication of 
Altars , E5c. are called his , notrthar thereis another lawfull 
canonization , invocation ,.or dedication ofaltars : what= 
ſoever corruption waSin the Kirk, either jn dofrine, wor 
ſhip , or governmenr ſince the miftery of iniquirie began 
to work, and 1s retained, and maintained, by the Pope , 
and obtruded upon the Kirk -by his authority , are his. As 
paſſage alſo our. of the hiſtory of the councell of Trene 
was alledged , where it is related , that rhe Councelt 
would not define the Hiera'chie by the ſeven orders: we have 
' In our confeflion of Fairh the manifold orders ſer apart and} di= 
ſtinguiſhed from the Hyerarchie , bur as itjis ſet down inthe 
cannon above cited: We have in thebook of Policie or ſe- 
cond booke of Diſcipline , injthe end ofthe ſecond chaprers 
this concluſion agreed upon. Therefore all the ambitinus tithes 
invented inthe hingdome of Antichriſt , and inbis uſurped HIE = 
RARC HIE whiuh arenot of one of theſe fours ſorts , To wit » 
Paſtours , Nofours, Elders, and Deacons , together with uffi- 
ces depending thereupon , m one word ought to be rejefted. | 
All which and 'many other warrands being public kly read» 
and particularly at great length examined, and all objeCions 
anſwered in face of the Aﬀembly, all rhe members of rhe 
Aeſſmbly bting many times defired _ required to piojens 
Sie: 2 thekc 


| their doubts-, and ſcru les, andevery one being heard to ; 
uic full, and after much agiration as fully ſatisfied; rhe Me- | 


deratour at laſt exhorting eyery one to declare his minde ,/ my 
did put che matter to yoicing in theſe termes : Whether aceor= ; op) 
” . ding torhecmieſſion of faith, as it was profefies in the year 15%0; Þ 
þ-, [T$B81. an41540. Therebe anyother Bishop., buta Paffour of 4 1 gre 
 » - particularflock, having nopreheminence nor power over his brevhrevi , fl 7. 
and whether by'that Confeſſion, as it was then profeſſed, allother epiſ< | pil 
c__ # abjured , and ought to bee removed out of this Kirk, Vhe Þ 4, 
"whole Aflembly moit unan:imouſl; , without contradiftion Þ ; 


ofany one (and with the hefiration of one allanerly) proteſ- Þ w; 
ſing fall perſwaſion ef minde , did voice , that all Epiſcopacie 'Þ fer, 
different from that of a Paſtour over , a particular flock, mas abjured |} 5u, 
this Kirk, and to beremoved out of itt, -And therefore Ptohi-" ſol, 
bires underr ecclettaſticall cenſure any to uſurpe accept de- ? leg, 
fend, or obey the pretended authoririe thereof in time Þ or, 


Coming. Þ #0? 


® 


Act Seff 17. December 10. 1638. . Þ a 

T he Aſeembly at Glaſgow, declaring the five Articles of | pre 
Penth zo have been abjured and -'Y 

: to bee removed. 


"* Aſſembly remembring the uniformity of worſhip Þ w1 
: K& which was1nchis Kirk, before the articles of Perth, the © or 
3 reat r 'nt which entered ar that time, and hath continued | ou 
'Y Shce , with the lamentable effefts, thar it hath produced , Þ fo! 
borh again{t Paſtours , and profeſlours , the unlawfulneſſe | 
and nullitie of Perch Aſſembly already declared by this Af. | de! 
Tembly , and thar 1n the neceflarie renewing of the confeſli» Þ bo 
on of Faith in February 1638. the practiſe of novations intro= I} G 
. duced in the worſhip oft God,” was ſuſpended, till they ſhould 'Yp9 
- be determined in afreegeneral! Aſſembly : and that in the Yed 
ſame year at his Majefties command ſome had ſubſcribed the YSc 
. confeſſion of Faith, asit was profeſſed when it was firſt ſub- Y Vil 
ſcribed ; Fortheſe cauſes the Aſſembly entered into a dili- Y#o! 
gent tryall of the foreſaid articles, whether they be contrare Yor 
- tothe confeilion of Faith , as it was meaned and a ric 
. the | 
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the year 1530, 1581. 1590. and 1591. Andfindeth tharfirſt 
in geherall : © In the confefiion of Faith we prefeſſe , We wil- 
lingh agree in 6 rconſciences to the forme of Religion , of a long time” 
openly profeſied by the Kings Majeſtie, and Whole body of this - 
Realme. mall points , as unto Gods undoubted truth: and vernty, 
grounded only upon his written word , and _— abba and de= 
eſte all contrary Religion and Doftrme , but chiefly , all kande of pa- 
piſtrie , in general and partrcular heads, cven as they were then, 
damned endandbiie) by. the word of God and Kirk of > corland , and 
zn ſpeciall , the Romane Antichriſt , his five baſtard ſacraments , 
with all rites , ceremonies , and falſe dofirine , added'to the mint- 
I firation of thetrue Sacraments, without the word of God , his'cruell 
J judgement againſt Infants departing without the Sacrament , bis ab. 
'Y ſolute necesfitie of baptiſme , and finally -, we deteſee all bis vainaſ= 
J {gories, rites, ſignes, and traditions brought inte the Kirk without, 
or agamft the word of God , ad dirineef this true reformed Kirk, 
#0 the which we joyne our ſelves willmply in Dofirme , .Faith , Rels, 
Þ gior, Diſcipline , and uſe of the holy Sacraments , as lively mem- 
Þ bers of the ſame in Chriſt our Head ; promiſing and [wearing , &c, 

JI And that rheſe five articles arecontraric io theReligion then 

f {| profeſſed » were confuted. by the word of God., and Kirk 
" Þ} of Scerland., orare rites, andeeremomies, added tothe mi- . 

niſtration + of the true Sacraments , without the word God, 

JF or nouriſh the popiſh judgement agriaſt Infants departing 

p | without the Sacrament , orabſolute necesfitie, of Baptifme 
e {| orrites,, ſignes, and traditions brought into the Kirk, with, 
d Þ qutor againſt the word of God, anddodttrineof this rrue re 
\ | formed Kitk.: - A hs ache 
 Andnextin particular , concerning feſtivall dayes, fine 

= © deth:, that inthe explication of the firſt head ,* of the firſt 
- } book of Diſcipline , ir was thought good: that the feaſts of 
. } Chriſtmas , Circumciſion , Epiphanie,, withthe feaſts of the Ae 
FJ poltles., Martyres , and Virgine Mary, bee utterly aboliſh= 
Fed , becauſe they are neither commandedinor warranded by 
F Scripture, and that{uch as abſerve them be puniſhed by c1- 
A vill Magiſtrats. Hereutter abolition is craved,, and norre- 
4 formation of abuſts only , and that beeauſe the obſervation 
ie Jof ſuch feaſts hath no warrand fromthe word of God. In 
Ivicegrneml Aſſembly holden ar Edaynngh O19 56: the 
ſo | © large 
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large confesſion of Helvetia was approved » but with ſpeciall ; 
exception againlt the lame five dayes, whichare now urged | 
upon us, It was not then-the Poptſh obſervation only 3! 


diſallowed ; ( for ſo the reformed Kirk in Helvetia did not: 
| oblerve them) bur fimpliciter all obſervation. For thisend: 
was readalerter in Latine , ſentar that time by ſome of our: 
Avines to certaine divines in theſe parts rothis purpoſe. In; 
the Aſſembly holden 1575. in Auguſt, complaint was made! 
againſt rhe Miniſters and Readers beſide Aberdene; becauſe. 
they aſſembled the people ro preaching and prayers upon! 
Certane feltival dayes 3 ' So thar preaching and prayers upon} 
feſtival dayes was judged rebukable. Irawas ordained hkes! 
Wiſe, that complaint be made ro the Regent, upon the 
townof Drumfreis , forurging and convoying a Reader ro 
the Kirk with Tabrer and Whiſtle, ro read Prayers, all 
the holy dayes of Chriſtmas, upon the refuſal of their own' 
Reader. Among the articles direCted by this Afembly to" 
the Regent : 1t was craved thar all holy dayes hereto - fore: 
keeped holy , beſide the Lopds day , ſuch as Yooleday , and: 
Saints dayes , and ſuch others'may bee aboliſhed , and'a” 
- certain penaltte appointed for bangqueting, playing , feaſt-" 
Ing upon theſe dayes. In the Afſembly holden 1n April, 
 Amo1577.  It'was qrdained thatthe viſitors with the ad-: 
vice of the Synodal Aſſembly , ſhouldadmoniſh Miniſters, 
preaching or miniflraring the' Communion ar Fafter, , or 
Chriſtmas, or other like ſuperſtitious times, or Readers' 
reading » todeliſt , under the paine of deprivation. In the- 
ninth head of the firſt book of Diſcipline , the reaſon is ſet. 
down againſt Eafter Communion. Your honowrs are not igno-- 
gant bow ſuperſtitiouſly the people run to that aftion at Paſcheven; 
as if the gms gave vertue tothe Sacrament ,, and howthe reſt of the: 
whole year , they are 'careleſſe and negligent , a3 if it appartamed. 
not to them » bur an that time only, And for this reaſen , other tumes” 
wore appointed bythat book , for that boly aftion, In the Aﬀſem-'} 
bly holden 1596. begun in March1595. at which time the } 
Covenant was renewed , ſuperſtition and 1dolatrie breaking | 
forth in obſerving feſtival dayes; ſerting out of bone- fires ,| 
dinging Carols, arereakongd amongfit the corcuptigns which: | 


: 
hk and Ia 


with the Popiſh opinion of worſhhip and merit, which was I. 
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| Gxation of the Sacraments » 2 they were then miniſtred , 


39 

- were to beamended :. Andtie Pulpits did ſound from time 

t6time , againſt allſhew of obſerving any feſtival day what- 
foever, except the Lords day. : | 

-  - Concerning kneelingat the Communion «+ findeth that in 

the confesſton of Faith prefixed beforerhe Pſalmes, and ap- 


proved'by eur Kirkin the very beginning of the reformatt- 


- 0n, we havetheſe words, Neither in the mmiſiration ofthe Sacra- 
' ments , muſt we follow men but as Chriſt himſelf hath ordained , 
fo muſt they be miniſtred. 


| In the large confesfion of Faith 
Chap. 23. Itis required as neceflary , for the right miniftra= 
tion of the Sacraments , that they bee miniſtred in ſuch ele- 
ments, and'inſuch ſort , as God hath appointed , and that 
men have aduiterare the Sacraments with their own inventt- 
ons; So that no part of Chriſts ation abideth in the originall 
puritie. The judgement of our reformers, who drew up” 
the large Confefſion , was by cleare evidents ſhewed to be 
contrary to this gelture in the a of receiving the Sacrament. 
In the order of celebrating rhe Lords Supper , prefixed be- : 
fore the Pſalmes in meexer , firting and diſtributing, by the Com« 
mynicants , are joined : as likewite bythe ſecond head of the 
firſt book of Diſcipline, as neareſt to Chriltsown aCtion, and 
ro his perfeCt praciiſe,and moſt convenient to that holy aCti= 
on, andallinventions deviſed by man are condemned, asal= 
terations and accuſations of Chrifts perfet ordinance ; Mt- 
Miiters were enjoyned by a&t of Aﬀembly in December 1562. 
To obſerve the order of Geneva: that isthe Engliſh Kirk ar 


' Geneva: where Maiter Knox had been ſometime Miniſter , 


inthe miniſtration of the Sacraments. This act was rene- 
wedinthe Aﬀembly hojden in December 15 64. where Mint- 
ſers are referred to the order ſet down before the Pſlalmes , 
for miniſtration of the Sacraments z which 1s all one with 
the former : for that was the order of the Engliſh Kuk 
at Geneva- | 
In the Parliament holden Anno 15 67. It was declared tha 
whoſoever did not participate of the Sacraments , as they 
were then publickly adminiſtrart in this reformed Kitk:;ought 
not to be reputed members of this Kirk. Thea for the 
Kings oath at his coronation, to maintain the due admini- 
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amno 1567. was ratified Anno 15$1. At which time the ſhort } 
Co: ife<fion,adhering to tne-uſe of ths Sacraments inthe Kirk: ? 
of Scotland , wzs ſubſcribed: as xl:o Ammo 1592; after the ſe- ? 
cond vuvicriptionro the confesfion of Faith In the Parlia- 
 anent 1572 an a&@ ws madeagainlt ſuchas did not partici-. 
pac of the Saciametrs as they were then rightly miniſtered * | 
But the geſture of kneeling inthe at of receiving', putterht } 
the mini'tration of the Sacraments uſedin this Kirk out of 
. Frame : whereby it isclear that whatſoever geſtureor rite ,' | 
Cannot ſtand with the adminiſtration of the Sacraments as WY zhe; 
they were then miniſtred and were miniſtred ever fince the IN nd 
reformation, till che year 1618. muſt bee condemned by'our MY rem 
Kirk asa rite added tothe true'miniftration oftheSacraments © fen 
without the word of God, and 'as rite or tradition brought” | bo' 
an wichout, or againſt the word of God, or doarine of this anc 
zeformed Kirk. | 7-45.15. IF ON 
11]. Concerning Confirmation; The Aſſembly findeth irro i} of 


'He cemprehended in the clauſe of the Confesfion, where' ; Pr 
the five baſtard Sacraments 2re conderned. And ſeeing piſs } all 
Copacie 1S condemned , -3mpoſition of hands by Biſhovs failech ro ©} — 


Thegiound. Andinall theatts for-catechiſing or examina-' 
tion be{5r- 2Cmisfion to the. communion, no wkling of im 
Poſition of hands. act 6 EE the 
_ I 111. « oncerning the adminiſtration of the Sacraments 
mm private places, or private baprtiſme,, - and communion;z' |} \ 
Findcth that 1n the book of common order , ſet down before |} F 
. the Plalmes, itisiatd ; That ehe Sacraments art not ordainedof, | +; 
God tobe uſed in private corners ,' at charmers and ſorcerers uſe to dee, C 
but left to the. Congregation. 'Inthe aflem bly holden at Edin-: V 
Durgh in Oftober Anno 1581. the ſame year and Aſſembly, that |} 
y 1 


Thc confestion of Faith was ſubſcribed : Tt was ordained , 
that the Sacraments be not enoſtn in private houſes, but ſolemnly 
dccorams to good order hither toobſerved, /-The Miniſter of Tran- 
ent was {aipended at that time.; for baptizing an infantins - 
Private houſe : but confesfing his offence , he was ordained 
ro make his publick repentancein the Kirk of Tranene,, befo- 
Tehe be releaſed. ' Another Miniſter was to b2tried , and. 
Ceniured , for baptizing privately , and cclebraring the 
Communion upon Poeb- dy, atthe Aﬀſembly holden jn Oh 
; / ; T - 6 OED . . Ts 1, 
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der 1: $0, Which as and ceniures make manifeſt, that our | 
irk abhofred wharſoever foſtered the opinion of the neceſ-" 
fic of Bapriime, and giving of the Sacrament, as a viaticum,' 


- All which ,” and many other aQts - grounds, andreations, 
being a: 1-n :th ay1tated,, and vwith mature deliberation pon« 
dered., and lib<r ie granted roevery man ro ſpeak his minde; 
what coula be ſaid further , for the full fatisfaftion of all 
* Phe marter was pu t9 voicing, in theſe words : Whether 


the ftve art cles of -erch » by the corfesſion of Faith , as it was med 
ned and profeſſed mn the year i580, 15. 1. 1590. 1591 ought to be 
removed out of this \ mk: i he *hole AGemblyallin one con- 
fenr ;. one onel' exccored Þ did voice that rhe five articles as 


'bove ſpecified were abjurtd by this Kirk, in thar Confeſſion, 
and {ooughtro be r:moved out of it : And therefore probi- 


biteth and diſchirgeth all diipuring for themy or obſerving 
of them , orany of them, inallrime-comminzg, and ordains: 
Presbyreries to proceed with the cenſures of the Kirk againſt 
all tranſgrefours. | 
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| AQ Sell. 21. December 17. 1638. 


Oncerning Kirk Seſſions , provinciall and national! Aſiem- 
Lblics, the generall Aftembly conhdering the great de- 
f2&t:on of this Kirk , and decay of Religion, by the uſurpas 
tion of the Prelates z and their ſuppreſiing of ordinaire judi- 
catories of the Kirk, and clearly preceiving the benefit which 
w1ll redound to the Rehizion by the reftiturion of the ſaid jus 
dicatories, remembringalſo rhat they tiand obliged by their 
ſolemne oath, and covenant with God, to return to the do- 
Ctrine and C1'cipline of thisKuirtk; as it was profeſt 1580, 
_ F5g0, 1591. whichin the book of Policic, regiſtrar 
in ec booksof the Aſſembly 1581. andordained to be ſub= 
ſcribed, 1590, 1591. 15 particularly expreſt both rouch- 
ing the conſtitution of the Aﬀlemblies, otcheir members , 
Miniſters, and Elders, and rouching the. number , pow= 
er and authority of theſe members, in all matters eccle« 


vaſtical. + | | . 
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_ .. The Afembly finderh ic neceffar to reſtore, and by of Y 
preſents reſtoreth all theſe Afſemblies unto their full integri - 0: 


tie in their members, priviledges » liberties, powers , .an 
Juriſdictions ; as they were conltitute by the foreſaid beq 


Y 


" ARSefl 23+ 24. December 17. 18. 


ART the report ofthe Committie, appeinred for con 
A.fidering what conſtitutions were ro be revived , or madt 
of new, yaw! proponed the overtures following : which 
werereadandallowed by the whole Afſembly , or by them 
referred to the conſideration of the ſeyerall Presbyteries. 
Anent Presbyteries which have been ereed: ſince the yea! 
1586. Itſeemethneedfull, rhar they bee ratified by an act 
- this geieral] Aſſembly , and that other Presbyreries ſhalt 
ere 


ed, where they ſhall be found needfull, and eſpect 


ally now in the Synod of Liſmore, according to the particu-} 


lar note given there anent. 


The Aſſembly ratifierh theſe Presbyteries ſince 1486+ and, 
erected thoſe in Liſmore, conforme to the note regiltrar 1nz 


the books of Aſſembly, 


' i Anentthe keeping of Presbyteriall meetings 3 It is thought F. 
fir that they be weekly , both in Sommer and Winter , ex-! 
cept in places farre diſtant, who during the winter ſeaſon ,! 
{ that is between the firft of Oftober and the firſt of April) ſhall” 
be diſpenſed with for meering once in the fourteen dayes »: 
and thac all abſents be cenſured, eſpecially thoſe who ſhould ! 
exerciſe and adde , accordingto the: At of Aſſembly 1582, 
at St, Andrews, April 24. Seſſ. 12. and that ſome controvert-/ 


ed head of dodtrine bee handledin the pregbyrerie publikly , 


and 5 pa among the brethren , every firſt Presbyrererie ! 
Moneth , according to the a of Afembly holden ax * 


of the 
Dundie 1598, Sel. 14, 
The Aſſemb'y alloweth thit Article, 


- Anentrhe viſitation of particular Krks within Presbyteries 3 | 
Tris thought expedient that it be enceevery year, whereina 
|, Careisto be had, among other things neceſſary , thar it 5 
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— Wrycd, how domeſtick exerciſesof Religion be exerciſed in 
" > particular families, and to ſee what moans there is.in every 
bu Pariſh in Landward , for catechiſing and inſtructing the 
"Yyourh. | 
; T he Aﬀembly alloweth thes article. A 
JH 1V. Ancnt che viſitation of Kirks , Sebooles , and Colledpedls 
- Wlris thought mecr char che acts of Aſſembly holden at Edin= 
"WM bzrgh che 25. 0f Iunte 1565: Sell. 2. be pur in execution: that 
the Miniſters ofthe paroChin, the Principall, Regents , and 
refeſtours within. Colledges , and Maſters » and DoGors of: 
Schooles, betryed concerning the ſoundneſle of theirguds 
gemenrin matrers of Religion , their abilirie , for diſcharge 
pf their calling, and the honeſty of their converſation :/a$ 
the att of Aſſembly at Edinburgh, Iyni 21, 1567. Sel. 3. And 
the act of the Aflzmbly holden at Monzroſe.. 1595+ Seff. 9. 
do1mporrz and this viſication of Colledges tobe by way of 


- . 


commiſſion from the generall Asſembly. 


The generall Aſſembly alloweth this article. | 

V. Anent wonereſidents : It is chought neceſſary, that eve+ 
ry Miniſter be obliſhed to reſide in his own Parochin at his 
uy ordinaric Manſe, for the better attending of the dugies of his 
JF calling, conforme to the Adts of Aﬀemblies, viz, at of 
he, . Aſſembly at Edinburgh , Mareh 24+ 1595. Seff. 7. asalſo'a&t 
X-"Y at Edinburgh , December 25. 1563. Sefl.5. and Aſſembly ar. 
1, Edinburgh December 25. 1565. Seff. 4. Aſſemble art Eqdin- 
wy bogh, Marchs. 1572, Sefl. 3. 


Jl The Afembh alowetbehic article 
| VI. Anent the planting of Schools in Landward , the want 


N 8 whereof doth greatly prejudge the grouth of the Goſpel, and 
" F procurethedecay of Religion : The Afembly giveth diree 
2} Ction to ſeveral Presbyteries for the ſerling of Schooles m 


F every Landward Parochin, and providing of men able for 
S thecharge of teaching of the youth, publick reading and pre 
centingof the Pſalme, and the cateChiſing of the common 
people, and that means be provided for their intertainment, 
11 the moſt convenient manner that may be had , according 


v 


tothe abilitic of the Parochin , 
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The Generalt 
The Aſſembly allowerh ; and referreth the particular confi 
| unto the ſeveral Presbyteries; | = « 
VIE. Anent the late admiſſion of Miniſters by Pre:byterielh 
and the cboiſe of Moderatours , according to the ancientpowe 
of the ſaid Presbyteries * The Asſembly declareth-they ha, 
powertodoe the ſamezand ratifieth that what harh been dong, 
of late of that kinde upon warrantable grounds , that her; 
afcer it be nor called in queſtion, | ; 


| The Aſſembly alloweth this article. 4 
VIII. Anent the comperencie of Presbyteries anl parochins ,* 

. that ſome proportien may be keeped , both anent the num 
ber and diſtance of place : It would ſeem expedient that thig 
generall Aſſembly ſhould appoint a Commiſion for every 
Shyre , where there is ſuch neceſſitie, that the particular} 
Parochins and Presbyteries within the bounds be duely conf 
bidered, and overtures be theſe of the ame commiſiion given” 
:nto the provinciall Synods, and by them te the geperall'”/* 
Afewbly , that there they may be adviſed , and ratified. * 


{344 \ 3 I j6 

The Aſſembly referreth this to tha care of the particular pres= | © 

Gt: £  byteries. 1 oo! 
IX. Anent, the entrie and cowerſation. of Miniſters: Iris Y,, x 


expedient rhat the att of Afſembiy holden at Edinburgh, 
Mareh 24. 1595. Sefl. 7. be ratified , and put in execution : 
19 every Presbyterie, and tothat end , that they get a cop» | 
pie;thereof, under the Clerks hand whereof the rennour, | = 
followeth, "i 
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AQSEfl. 7. March 26. of the Aſemblyat J* 
: | Edinburgh I 596. "I Þ 
224 R Ongerning the defeRionsin the'miniſterie, the ſame being 1 - 
v.; Jv at length read out, reaſoned , and conſidered ; The bre. © 
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Aſſembly , 1638. 47 
Came zealors and godly brethren in dotrine , lay them out for theer 
z better bumiliation . and that they make ſolemne promi 'ſe be,ore the 
> Majeſtic of God; and make new covenant with bim for a morg 
Well» careful t and reverent diſcharge of their miniflerie, To the which 
Nas, effe# was choſen Mr. lohn Davidſon; and Tweſday next as 


whine ho:res in the morning appointed, inthe new Kirks for thate- 
wfef : whereunto none is to reſort , but the miniftrie : the forme &#. 


| 


» bee adviſed” the morne in privie conſerence. 
The tennour of the adviſe of the brethren ; depute for 


As, penning the enormities and corruptions in the mini- 
ſerie, and remead thereof, allowed by.the generall 


- Aflemblyhere conveencd. 1596: 


= Corruptiens in the of fice. 

»» LJ) Or as much asby the too ſudden admiſſion and lipht may | 
\Y-» 4 perſons to the miniſirie , cometh to paſſe that many ſeand. 

© »/4// out in the perſons of miniſters : it would be ordained .in time 
J > comming , that morediligent inquifition and triall be uſed of aft 
Y 2 ſuch perſons as ſhall enter into the miniftrie, WW 
= As ſpecially theſe points. That the intrant ſhall be poſed pon 
. Yo bis conſcience , before the great God , ( and that in moſt grave 
Sj» manner ) what moveth him to acceps the office and charge of the 
?s 'N 2» miniſtrie upon him, 

lf. »Thatit beinquired, if any ty ſoliftation , or moyen, direRly or 
*. Þ 22 indireAly, preaſe to enter in the ſaid office: And, if it bee found, 
EY > that the ſolifter be repelled ; and that the Presbyterie repell alt 
5» ſuch of their number ſrom voting in the eleftion or admiſſion a8 
e> ſhall bee found moyeners for the ſoliciter , and poſed upon theix 
3» Conſcience tg declare the truth to that effeR. 

a Thirdly, becauſe by preſentations , many forcibly are thruſt 
#» into the miniftery, and upon Congregations, that utter thereafter 
>» that they were not called by God : 1; would bee provided that none 
J 21 ſeeke preſentations 10 Benefices without advice of the Presbyterie 
Y > within che bounds whereof the benefice is , aud if any doe in the 
Þ >» contrarie , they to berepelled as rei arbirus. = 
»» That the triall of perſons to be admitted ro theminiſfirie hereafe 
>> ter , conſift not only in their learning and abilitieto preach , bus 
7 i in conſcience , and feeling , an ſpiritual gems oe Rds 
» melyin the knowledge of the bounds of their calling in agarne , 
min the ledge of tu bode] ter cling in df 
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#6 General} / 
4» As[cipline , and wiſedome, to bchave wy ay accordingly 
43 the diverſe ranks of p:rſons within his flock, as namely wi 
.» Athaſts, rebellious , weak conſciences , and ſuch other, whe 
21% the paflora'l charge is moſt kith:d ; and that hebe meet 
2» flop the mouthes of the adverſaries : and ſuch as are mt qualifi 
ain theſe points to be delayed to further tryal 5 and while they\ 
3» found qual:fied, And becauſe men may be foxnd meet for ſol 
4» Places who are not meet for other, it would be confidergd, that | 
y» principall places of the Realme be provided by men of moſt worth 
»» Lifts , wiſedome aud experience, and that none take the chang 
2; of greater number of peopl: nor they are able to difcharge: And vh 


»» Aſſembly to take order herewsth , ard the a of the provinciall lf > 
», Louthain, made at Linlithgow., tobe urged. AY » 
3 That ſuch as ſhall. bee found not piven to their book and Audi 2b 
23 of Scriptures , not Careful to have books , not givento ſanfifhl *>* 
2, cation and prayer, that fiudie not to bee powerful and ſpiritual >> * 
29 20t «pptring the deArine to corruptions, which is the Peftord | : 
9» Lift , obſcure and #60 ſcholaftich before thepeople, cold, and wank »»? 
» ing of ſpir1tual Zeal , negligent in vifiting of the fack,, and caring »» þ 
»,for the poore; or indiſcreet m choſing of parts of the word not meepafſ *>* 


2eft forthe flock, flatterers and dijſembling at publick ſms, ani 
»#./pectally of great perſonages in their congregation y for flattery} 224 
>, Or for fear , that all ſuch perſors hee cenſured , according zo vil >> 


| 2» degree of their faults , and continuing therein , bee deprived, 99 
9» That ſuch as be ſloth/ull in the minflratton of the Sacrament P" 
je and irreverent \ ar prophaners receiving the cleane anduncleanth © 
os ignorants and ſenſel:ſſe prophane, and making no conſcien "B, 
» of aheix profeſſion in thezy calling and families , omitting dut e 
2» tryall or uſing none , or light tryall, having reſpeR in their tryal " 
9 to perſons , wherein there is manifeſt corruption 3 that all ſuch "o 
99 = «7M rebuked , and if they continue therein, that they bl z 
33 Gepojed, | 2 | 
| Ws fe if an» be found a ſeller of the Sxcramen's , that bee bee « 


”, depoſed ſimpliciter : and ſuch as collude with ſlanderovs pei 
32 ſons in diſpenſing @nd over ſeeing them for money , incurre tht 
»like puniſhnent, That every Miniſter be chargedtoha:e a Seſ- 


»»>ſion eftabliſhed of the meettejt men in his Congregation , and thaf Ki 
' 3» Dyſcipline ſirike not only upon groſſe ſins, ar whoredome of | 
woblrd- ſhal, cs bur upon fg rugs 10 the wordo] Gol vb 


246 


| eAſcembly. + = 3 
il 5, 45 Hlaſphemic of God , banning , profming of the Sabbath , diſ- 
vi” >> obedient to parents » idle, unruly ones without calling , drunks 
[25 4rds , and ſuch like deboſhed men , as make not conſcience of 
1 >» #hcir life and ruling of their families , and ſpecially of edgeation 
all. ,, of their children, lying, ſlandering, and backbiting and breakin 
vi >» of promiſes : and this to be an univerſal order throughout 
3» Realme , &'c, and ſuch like as are negligent herein , aud contie 
3, Me therein after admonitien , be depoſed, : 
ll »» That none falling in publick, flanders , be received inthe fdl= 
l-2, [orwſhip of the Kirk » except his Minifler have fome appearance 
>, 4nd warrand in conſcience, that hee hath both a feeling of fin , 
+» 4nd apprehenſion of mercie , and for this effe# , that the Mini- 
4 3» ſter travell with him, by defirine , and private .infruftion te 
ud >» bring him here = to , and ſpecially in the doctrine of repentance , 
ll 2» which being neglected the pul lick, place of repentance ts turned 
[ll 3, in a mocking. | | 
alfl # >» Dilapidation of benefices , dimitting of them for favony, ov 
At >» money , that they become laick patronages , without adviſe of the 
ol >» Ark, and ſuch like interchanging of benefices , by tranſac- 
eeplh >, ton and tranſporting of themſelves by that occafion , withont the 
inllf >» knowledge of the Kirk, Mi y co be puniſhed: Such like, that 
ry >» ſetting of takes without the conſent of the Aſſembly , be puniſhed 
thill >» according to the as; and that the dimitters in favours for money, 
Þ >» 97 therwiſe tothe effet above=writen : bee puniſhed as the dila- 
& pidarors. ; : | 


nl Corruptions 1n their perſons and lives. | 
; © 5 f Fin ſuch as arelight and wanton in their behaviour » as in 
» Þ& gorgeous andlight apparell ; tn ſpcech , in uſing light and 


if >» ?rophane companie , unlawfull gaming , as dancing , carding , 
'c2Y >, 4ycing and ſuch like; not beſeeming the gravitie of a Paſtour , bee 
'bl »» tharply and gravely reproved by the Presbyterie, according tothe 
” degree thereof « and continuing therein after due admonition , that 
"OY ., ber bee,, depryved , as flanderons to the Goſpel. 
"Y >> That Miniſters being ſound jwearers » «r banners , prophan= 
Nl 22*15 5 of the Sabbath, drunkards, fighters , guildic of all theſe 
' >» 97 any of them, be depoſed fimpliciter; and ſuch like, lyars, de« 
"a >» trafters , flatterers , breakers of promiſe , brawlers, and quare 
i a» Tellers , after adnanitin continuing therein , incurre the ſame 
g ach © uapen 


2» Puniſhment, a T 


y - T 
"84% - 


4 . . The General } 
- 44 That Miniſters given to uutawju' and incompetent trades al. » 
| 43 occupations for filtbie gain , as holding of ojileries , takin) 3»Þ4 
2» ocker beſide conſcience and good lawes, and bearing wordly of fully * 
AY. noblemen. and pentleme: ts houſes, marchandiſe , and ſlifi *? ſe 
ylike, buying of victudls » aud ke: ping tv the deerib , and all jul - 
- 93 ford yoccupations, as may difiratt thein irom ihe charge, Al 
Yamay beſlanderous tothe pafiorall calli-g , be admoniſh.d 4 
- 3» br: yu-bt 0 ibe acki wled ping of th.ir fins , and.if ihey - anti . 


2a theretu » ſobedep ſed, 


1 
—_ 


- 33 Thas Miniſters 108 reſidejit at their flocks, be depoſed aceo ” 

2» ing 10 the as of th- generall - fſembly, and lates of t he Realm 

13g otherwiſe the burthren to belaidon th Presbyietics , and they $4, +9 

*, be cenſured therefore. | Who! 
+» That the Aſiembly command all their members , that none det 


v1 them await on the court and 4/airs thereof + without the advid 
v3 4nd allowance of their Precbyterie, Tiem, that they intend * 
v2 aRtion ctvill without the jc44 advice, except in ſmall maters : anl 
v1 for remeding of the necesj,.1e , thas ſome Miniſters h.th ro ent 
6>inplea of law , that remedie bee craved , that ſhort proces: bd 
>>deviſed, tobeeuſedin Minijiers aFtions, b 
| 29 That Miniſters take [peciallc re inufing godly excerciſes 
G, 8 heir families , in teaching of their wives , children , and ſerq 
22 Uants , in ufing ordinaric prayers and reading of Scrip tures 
9» in removing of offenſive perſons ous of chetr families, and ſuch liks 
»» #ther points of godly converſation, nd good example, &5 that they; 
», at ghe viſctatiou of their K:rks , iry the Mimi|.ers families in theſe 
22 points foreſaid , and ſuch ag are found n: gligens intheſe pines | th 
21 foreſaid after due admorit:gn , ſhail be adj1:4g d unmet 10 908 


93 Tern ihe houle ef God d & ce:rdmng tothe 1 le ci the Apofile. - 

»» T hat Minifters in all con panies ſirive ro he pirituall and rick BY 

$2 figable, and vo tal ke of things pertainivg a godlineſſe , as namely Pp 
Ry” of ſuch as may ftrengt hen us in Chriſ\,in.ru# us inour calling, of 

*» the means how to have Chris Kingdo.e bettrre ab ſhed in-our P 


2» Congrepations, and to krotw bow the Gojpe! flory ſhe þ in our! d 
2 foek,ahd ſach like others the hinderances,and the 7. .ceas 1h it we! 4 
» finde,&c. wherein ith reis manifold cor pt 7ons boi /; 1M OUY - 1) c 
>, panying with our [elves , and with others + and that ibe cor 1= iN } 
Iz Ueeners thereof be tryed , and, ſharply be revuked.. 1 


©, Oifenbly, 1638. 49 
. 5, That no Minifterbe found to contenance , procure ; or 4ſNp z 
3, publick offender gin. yy by big own Miniſters , for bit publich 

"v2 off ence , or tobear with him \, at though his Minifle , were tos 
3» ſevere upon him , under to pain of admonition and rebuking. DL 7 


Y Atient general Aſſemblies: | 

YN 6 urge the keeping ofthe Afts anent the keeping of the Aſſes 

3 oh Ply, that it may have the own reverence and majeſtie- 

% 1. The Aſeembly bavingheard the whole aft read'; moſt un- 
animouſly allowtth and a pprovah this article, 


_Y, Anent the defraying of the expenſes ofthe Commiſ- 
"Toners ro the generall Afſembly , referrech and recommens 
deth the ſame unto the particular Presbyterie, and eſpect- 
ally to the ruling Elders therein , that they mayrake ſuch 
courſes whereby , acecordirg toreaſon and formeracts of 
"es Aſſemblies, the Commiſſioners expenſes to this Aſſembly , 
109 and to the ſubſequent , may be born by rhe particular paro« 
be chins of every Presbyrerie, who ſendeth them in their name, 
Y andto their behalf, and for that effect, that all ſore of per= 
19 ſonsableinland or moneys proportionally , may beara part 
er of the burthen » as they reap the benefit of thelr paines. 
ill The Aſſembly referteth this unto the careof the particular Presby4 
rey yeries. PN oor 2 pe 2 9 Cp Ig gIey : 
S XI. Anent the repreſſing'of proprieand ſuperſtition; Tr ſeems | 
Y «th expedient that the rg] $4 names of all rhe Papiſts itt | 
this Kingdome be taken upatthis Aſſembly, if it may be 
conveniently done ; andif not; that it be remitted to the 
next provincial Aſſernblies , thar ir may appear what grouth 
poperichath had » and now hath through this Kingdome s 
whar popjsh prieſtt, and Feſuit there in the land ; and that, all 
pions of whatſoever itare and condition , be obliged ra . 
wear and{ubſcribe the confeſſion of Faith, as itis now.con= 
deſcended upon by this general Aſſembly,thar they frequent 
the word and Sacraments in the ordinar dyets arid places., 


£Y 


4a. 


**'F otherwiſe the proceed againſt them with the cenſures of the 
EZ Kirk, andchuldreq be not ſent out - the countrey PINE 
EET TOE | |» on | _ IICCNCE 
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licence of the Presbyteries or provinciall Synods of thy 
bounds where they dwell. | rl 


The 4ftembly referreth this article to the ſeveral Prechyſh 


CERT [ic {RS wat Sg _ 

X 1. Anent order to be raken that the Lords Supper | AF 
more frequently adminiſtratborh.1n. bur h and landward "the Sef 

- 5t hath been in theſe years by-gone': It were expedient thay © | 


the a& at Edinburgh December 25- 1562. Seſs. 5. bee reneWeg 
and ſome courſe bee taken for furniſhing of the element | 
where the. Miniſter of the Pariſh hath allowance only fc 


once in the year. 


| IF col 

The Aſiembly referreth this to the conſideration of Presbytenfl 51, 

ies, and declareth that the charges be rather pay ed ou + iti 

c favs dayes colle&;on . then that the Congregation wane 1y 
themorefrequent uſe of the Sacrament. - MY co! 

X }TI. Anent the entrie of Miniſters to the miniſtrie :| pet 
The Afembly thinks expedient that the a& holden at Sta og 
Andrews ; April 24. 1582. Sefſ. 7. Touching the age ove 


#wentty fiveyears be renewed, and none to be admitted beforey ©, 
that rime, except ſuch as for rare and ſingular qualities, ſhall 
be judged by the general or provincial Asſembly to be meer! 
and worthie thereof. f 


The Afſembly approveth this article. os SD 

XIV. Anent mercats enMonday and Saturday withinBurghs © 
cauſing intollerable profanarion of the Lords Day,by carying © 1! 
of loads,. bearing of Burthens; and other work of that} V 
Kinde : 'It were expedient for the redreſſe thereof, that the ©] *!: 
Care for reſtraining of this abuſe be recommended by the A Þ} Þ 
Tembly unto the ſeverail Burghs , and they to bee earneſtly i} ** 
. Entreated to finde out ſome way for the repreſling of this '! S 
evill , and changing of the day; and to reporttheir Ntigence 1 
 there-anent tothe nextgenerall Asſembly. > 2 
"yy Aſſembly referreth this article to the conſideration of the | « 

urrows. K y 

*RV. Anencthe proſanation of the Sabbath - day in Landward » | 

| Coeur for want of divine ſeryice in the afternoone : The | 
Allcmbly ordaineth the a& of Aﬀembly holden at "_ i 
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Iuly 12+ 1580; Seff. 10, for keeping both dyets; to be put 
1n execution, | | 

' The Aſcembly alloweth this article. SY 
.XV1.. Anent frequenting with excommunicat perſons: . The 
Aſſembly ordainert that the act at Edinburgh, March 5- 1569. 
Sefl. x0. to wit, That theſe who willnor fabeer the companie of 
excommunicat perſons a ter due admonition , beexcommunicat thems 
ſelves > except they forbear . to be bur in cxecurtion:; ; 

- The Aſſembly alloweth this artich, en REEs 

X VI. Whereas the confeſſion of the Faith of this Kirk 3 
concerning both Doftrine and Uiſcipline, ſo often called 
in queſtion by the corrupt judgement and tyrannous 'atithos 
ritie of the pretended Prelats; is now clearly explained, and 
by this whole Kirk repreſented by this generall Aſsembly 
. concluded » ordained alſo to bee ſubſcribed by all ſorts of 
"FE perſons within the faid Kirk and Kingdome: The Asſemblyp: 
conſt tutes, andordaines; that from henceforth no ſort.of 
perſon , of whatſoever quality-and degree , bepermitted to 

peak, or write againſt the ſaid Confeſſion , this Asſemblys 
or any aCt of this Aſsembly , and thar under the paine of ins 

curring the cenſures of this Kirk. 

The Aſſembh alloweth this article; _ ; YN 
8. XVIII. Anent voicing in Kirk Seſizons : Tt is thought 
5 expedient that no Miniſter moderating his Seffion 7 ſhall us 
-} ſurpe anegative voice over the members of hisSefſion, and 
ty where there is two of moe Miniſters in one Congregation , 
= that they have equall power in voicing , thatone of thenx 
Hinder not the reaſoning or voicing ofany thing ; whereun- 
7 to the other Miniſter or Miniſters ; with a great part ofthe 
4 


Seffion inclineth , being agreeable to the afts and pratiſs 

: J of the Kirk, and that one of the Miniſters without advice of 

his colleague appoint not dyets of Communion nor examina- 

'Y tion» neither hinderhis colleague from catechiſing and uſing 
other religious exerciſes 2s oft as he pleaſerh. Te 

” Aſtembly referreth this article to the care of the Preſ« « 

XX, $incethe office of Diaceſane, or lordly Biſhop, isall- - 

utterly abjured , and reomoyed our of this Kirk : Ir 4s 
| | D 2 thought 


52 ' The General 
thought fitrhat all titles of dignitie , romieneee of pos 
perie than of Chriſtian libertie , as Chaprers with their electi® 
onsand conſecrations, Abboes, Priors, Deans, Arch» deacons, 
Preaching - deacons , Chanters , Subchanters , and others haviny 
rhkelike ritle, flowing from rhe Pope and canon law only ,a 
 teſtifieth rhe ſecond book of Diſcipline, beealſobaniſhec 
' out of this reformed Kirk, and not to bee uſurped or uſec 
hereafter under eccleſiaſtical cenſure. L "i 

The Aſſembly alloweth this Article. | j 
' RX Anentthe preſenting either ofPaſtours or Readers andSchogh 
maſters, to.particular Congregations, that there be a reſpea 
had rethe Congregation, rhat.no perſon be intrudedinany 
office of the Kirke , contrare tothe will of the congregatis 
on to which they areappointed, 6; 1% 
= . The Jſſemblyalloweththisarticle. " al 

XX I. Anent Mariage without proclamation of bans , which 


/ 


* 


being inuſetheſe years by - gone hath produced many dan- 
perous efftets:; The Aflembly would diſcharge the ſame , 
.conforme to the former atts, except rhe Presbyterie in 
© {omencceſlarie exigents diſpenſe therewith, 


The Aſſembly aloweth this article. | 4 
XX IL. Anent tbe;buriall in Kirks , the Aſſembly would 


be pleaſed to conſider anent the act of Asſembly art Edmburgh 


2588. Bels. 5. if it ſhall be put in execution, and to dife 
Charge funeral ſermons , asfavouring of ſuperſtition, 


| The Aſſembly referreth the former part of this article anent 
| burial in Kirks to the care of Presbyteries, and diſchargeth * 


all funeral ſermons, 


-XXI1NL Anenr the tryall of ExpeFants before their entrie 
tothe miniſtrie,, itbeing notour that they have ſubſcribed} 
the confeſlion of Faith now declared in this Aſſembly , and. 
That they have exerciſed often privatly , and publickly',. 
with approbation of the Presbyterie » they ſhall firſt adde. 
and makethe exerciſe publickly, and make a dicſourſe of 
ſome common head in Latine, and give propoſitions theres 
upon for diſpute, and thereafter be queſtioned by the Pres- | 
byterie upon queſtions of controyerſie, and chronologie # | 
Kent particular textsof Scripture how they may be a_rpe— | 
| | cg : 


Aſſembly, 1638. Ss; 


ted according tothe analegicof Faith, and reconciled, and 


that they bring a teſtificatofcheir life and converſation from 
either Colledge or Presbyreric , where they reſide. 


* The Aﬀſembly alloweth this article, 
XXIV. The Astembly baving confidered the order of 
J the provincial Asfembly , given in by the moſt ancient of 
J che Miniſtrie within every Province, as the ancient plate» 
forme thereof , ordained the ſame to be obſerved contorme 


AM to the roll , regiſtrat iff the books of Asſcmbly » whereof 
K the rennour followeth. | 
Ll ey 
| The at of he Provincial Aemblies in 
ch Scotland , «according to the Presbyteries 
n- therein contained. | + 
| 1. The Provincial Afembly of Mer $and Tividail. 


Dunce. : 
Charnſide. "2 C Mers: To meet the firſt 
The Presby- { Kelfo. Z Tiviaail. time at fedburgh, 


. teries of Erfliltoun. 5 YThe Forreſe. the third T'weſs 
8 3 Tedbuogh. = CLauderdail, .day of ”_ 
_ Melros : 
- 2. The Provincial of Louthian, 
th Dre < 
] Hadimptoun,”2 
-« | ThePre 2 Dalkesth 3 ) caſt Louthian 3 ey Fs . 
4Y rericsof Ednbnoyh. -« L w., Louthian. th by 4” ny " 
Fl Jr, Tweeddail. ForA So 
/ Linlirhgow. my 
e. 3. The Provincial of 1 ey 
| Perth. To meet the 


The Shyref- g.g 
Dopess 5 2 dome of Perth - eSqgere] 3 


and of Striv;- cond - Tweſe 


The Presby- , 
{cries of Song. 2 TN 


of” > 


that they be examined ppon their kill of the Greek8 Hebrew, | 


Dunulane: ling Shire, day of April. 
D 3 The 


— 


TheGenera}l 


| 4+ The Province of Drum frees, 
N:adiſdaill. 
E F 


Dumfreess Amnandaill. To meer the ff 
ThePredby. av Ewſdaill. time at Drums | 
teries of L ochmabant-.2 = Eskdail. frees, the ſecond) 
Middilbee. 2 \ Fachopdaill. I'weſday of 4v 
oY Eapartof pril. Ws 
Galawgy, ' © | 


T! 


F- The Provintial of Galloway. 


IEF» þ 
he Droch zghtoun. me © Wie- fixſt time ar. 
n ic "of J.” 3 Kir lubright. 2 Q } and Ste- WPgtoun,third. 
MT, © & Wartrieof Kir- Twelday of | 
- C kubright, Hpril. | 


Rn Aire or Irwing. IT 
x E To meer with i | 
3 4 tne CrrOvincial - 
I ThePreaby- 5 4r The Shyref- Synod of Glaſs 


_ teries of FF Troag, C- ; 3 Elome ot Aire. gow pro hac vice, 


te firſt Tweſday 
of April, 


6. The TIMAP? Syd of Glaſgow. 


» ( TheShyr. of To meet with . 
Paſley. Ys Lennox, the the Provinci« 
ThePregby- Dumbartane. = ( Barrony of all Synod of ' 
reries of Glaſgow. Renfrow, the Aire and. Ir- 
) Hani, 2 = Shy.of Chdſ- wing at Glaſ- 
0 Lanerih q dail over and gow. pro has || * 
by (.Ogihers vice þ 


bo 


FL The 


_Aſemblyn63s. 55 
7, The Provincial Synod of Argyl,. deſired to bee 
 eredted in ſeveral Presbyteries , eines Þ 

to the note given in. 
Dunune. ,$ { The Shyrif- To meet ths 
ThePreby- 2 Kenloche 5 = 7 domes of firſt rimear Imp 


-Inneraray. S S Argil & Boot» reray,, the fourth 
TED or Kilmorr. © #4 withapart Tweſday of Ae 


Skye. of Loobabare ' pnll, 


8. The Phovieucial Syned of Fife. 


ha A ndrews. 5 | Rt, meetrhe 
Cowper. ' ,-” rit time at 
ne ThePresbys Kikadie, The Shyref- Cow per in Fife 
ar. (Eris of -- Dunferm- : dome of Fife. the Art wel, 


d. ling. fa OS day of April. 
5 9. 7% Previncial Synod of Angus and Merns.. 
Meeps, 2 To meet the 


V c The Shyref- 6 ; 
TheP* uy. (Pork, E domes, of baggy 


F terlesof. @ hy .Bre="S Forfair and third T welday 


: chen, Merns, Merns. of April. 
or 10, The Provincial Synod of Aberdene. 
% | Aberdene. ; 
f Kent 5 | (The Shyref- Tomeet che il 
bord domes of timearnewA 
To Pr i or Gurioch. 5 24 Aberdene and dene the 3 Tweſ- 
cri | ; Ellan.Deer. ' \Banfe, day of A pril. 
Turrefſe. - 
Fordyce. © - 


A 11, The provincial Synod of Murray. 
(The Shyref 


Immernes- $ + domes of In-.. To meer the 
Forreſie. 2 | nernesin part, firſt time at Fore, 
# ThePredby- Elgin- By Nairnin part» reſſe , the laſt 


teries of ( Strabogie. 3 | Murray Bamſ Twelday of 4- 
| * 2 Abernethue- = |; in part, Aber- pril, 
Cbalma,. \denio part- 


Deg : L2e The 


- The General} 
$78 12, The provincial Synod of Roſſe. NY 


- 


ame. © dome _of In- 
Dingwallt © nernes in part. 


T hePresby- orig i c The Shyref- 'Fomeetthe firſt 


 bexies of | 
= day of April. 
13. Theprovincial Synod of Cathnes. _ 


> To meet the firſt] 
FhePresby- \ Wake ors Cathnes . | tim? at Dor noch 5 : Y 
Thurſo = C Sutherland. the third Tweiday & 


xeries of 
hy Re, fr. a - ST of April. 
Io The provincial Synod of Orkney and Zetland. 


©. 5 CTheSbyref- Tomeenthefirſt | 
ThePresbye 5 Kirkwall © , dome of timear Karkwal, 
Orkney, and the ſecond 1 weſe | 


t-ries of &« Scalowray. v 
FOR = \Aetland. day of Aprib. 


lee ee ts, ——— 


—___ — ——_S 


15. T he Provinc ial Iynod of the Iſkes. | 
5 A- L the Kirks of the North-weſt Iſles , viz. Sky, Lewes, 


Des, 


and thereſt of the liles which were 1yable to the Diocie 


o the Iſles, exceprthe Sourh-welt iſles which are joyned to 


- 


{ccond Tweſday of May , 


the Presbyreries of Argyll, Tomectthe firſt time ar Skye the 


Thar the Miniſter of che place where the Synodall Aſſems _ 
bly meets ſhall preach the firſt day of their meeting , and - 


give timoule adyertiſement to the relt of rhe Presbyreries. 
\ Iris remembred that of old the Synodall Aſſemblies thac 


. were neareſt to others, had correſpondence among them-. 


ſelyes, by ſending one or two Commitlioners mutually from 
one roanother, . which courſe is thought ſit to bee keeped in 
time comming : viz, The Provincials of Louthian, and Mers 
&c. The Provincials of Drumfreis , Galloway , Glaſgow , ani 
Argyll, The Provincials of Perth, Eye, and Angus, &C. 


time at Chanrie , 
the ſecond T'weſs! 


The Proyincialsof 4berdein and Murzay. The Provincials | 


 CAſeembly, 1638, 57 
. of Reſle , Caithnes ,, and Orknay, The Commiſſioners for 
AY correſpondence amonglt the Synodals to be a Miniſter and a 
3 ruling Elder. | 
The Aſsembly recommendeth to the ſeverall Presbyteries 
the execution of the old acts of Aſsemblics, againit the 
break of the Sabbath=day , by the going of Milles ; Salt- 
pans , Salmand-fiſhing > or any ſuch-like labour, and ta 
AY this cod revives and renews the act of rhe Aſembly , hol- 
. den « Homer L502. S$eſs. 5. whereof the tennor fols 
oweth. * : | 
»» The Afﬀemblic confidering that the conventions of the people , 
»»/ptcially on the Sabbath-day , are terie rare in manie places , by 
»Aiftraction of labour , net ouly in Harveft and Sted-time , but 
2» alſo every Sabbath by fiſhing both of whyze fiſh and Salmond fiſh= 
" | 2>ing, andingoing of Milles ; Therefore the Aſiemblie, diſchar= 
| 228th andinhtbiteth , all ſuch labeur of fiſhing as-well whyte fiſh 
Y y 45 Salmond fiſh, and going of Miles of all. forts upon the Sab- 
Y >>bath=day, under the paint ofincurring the cenſures of the Kirk, 
. | 23> Andordains tne Commiſſioners of this Aſſemblic to meane the 
""N 22 ſame to bis Majeſtic ; and to defire that a pecuniall paine may be 
» injoyned upon the contravceners of this preſent act, 


—_— _— 


LO ——_—___—_——_—_ 


| AQ&Sell. 14. December 18. 1638. 


He Asſembly conſidering the great necesſity of purging 
1 this land from bygone corruptions, and of preſerving 
\ | her from the like in time coming , ordaineth the Presbyte- 

8 ries to proceed with the cenſures of the Kirk » to excom- 
munication , againſt thoſe Miniſters who bang Cepolo®.o 
this Asſembly aequieſces not to'rheir ſentences, bur exer- 
Ciſe ſome part of their Miniſterial funtion, refuſeth them- 
ſelyes , and with - draw othets from the gbcdignce of the 

 sof he asſemblyy 


5x © Thegemerall | 
AR Seſſ 25. December 19. 1638. th; 


Again#t the civil places and power of Kirkemen, | " 
Tr generall Asſembly, remembering that among other ©* 

cauſes of the application of the confeſſion of Faith rotheY ®? 
preſent time , which was ſubſcribed in February 1638. The! of 
clauſe touching the c1v1ll places and power of Kirk-men, was an 
referred unto the tryal of this Asſembly ; entered intoa ſes" Gi 
rious {earch thereof, eſpecially of their ſitting on the bench," of 
2S Juſtices of peace; their fitting in Seſſion and Councel , £ 


their, riding and voting in Parlament : and conſidering how ? 
this vote in Parliament, was not at firft ſought nor requyred ? 
by this Kirk," of worthy men of the Miniſterie , bur being © ſe 
obtruded upon them , was diſallowed for ſuch reaſons as” 
could not well beanſwered (as appeareth by the conference, |: 
holden at Halyrude- houſe r5 99. which with the reaſons: | la 
therein contained was rcad in the face of theſe Aſſembly) & } ® 
by plurality of voices nor being able roreſiſt thatenforced || P! 
fayour > they foreſecing. the dangerous conſequences theres. | *! 
of, tn the Asſembly at Montroſe did limitace the ſame by 
many neces{are cautions : Conlidering alſo the proteſtation | 
made inthe Parliament t 606, by Commiſtionersfrom Preſ- |} 
byteries, and provincial Asſemblics, againſt this reſtiturian _ 
of Biſhops to yore in Parliament, and againſt all civil offices 
in the perſons of Paſtors, ſeparate unto the Goſpel , as in- 
compatible withtheir ſpiritual fantion 3 with the manifold . 
reaſonsof that Proteſtation fromthe word of God , ancient _ 
Councels,ancient and moderne Divines, from rhe Doctrine, © 
diſcipline and Confeflion of Faith of the Kirk of Scotland, * 
whichareextantinprint , and wereread in the audience of 
the Asſembly ; Conſidering alſo from their own experience 
nie bad fruits and greatevils, ' which have been the inſepa- 

; Table conſequents of theſe offices, and thar power in the 
perioineof] Paſtors ſeparate ro the Goſpel , tothe greatpre- 
Judice ofthe treedome and hibertic ef the Kirk , rhe juriſdi- 
&joo of her Asſemblies, and the powerful fruits of their 
ipipttual Miniſteric 3 The Asſembly moſt-unanimouſly in | 
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| eAſembly, 1638 . 59 
pnevoice , with the hefitation of wo allanerly , declared , 
that as on the one part the Kirk and the Minilters thereof are 
oblidged to give their adviſe and good counſel 1n matters 
concerning tne Kirk or the Conſcience of any whatſomever, 
'to his Majeitie, ro the Parliament to the Councel, or to 
any: members thereof, for their reſolutions from the word 
of God , So on the other part, that is both in expedient, 
- and. unlawful in this Kirk, for Paſtors ſeparate unto the 
Goſpel io brook civil. places, and offices; as to' be Juſtices 
of peace 3 ſit and decerne in Councel, Seflicn, -or Exchec- 
ker ; to ride or vete in Parliament , tobe Judges or Af 
ſesſors19 any Civil Judicatoric : and theretore reſcinds and 
annuls , all contrarie acts of Asſembly , namely of the Af 
ſembly holden at Mentroſe 1600. which being preſt by au» 
thority , did rather fot an gmterim colerat the ſame, and thar 
Iimitate by many cautions . tor the breach whereof the Pre 
J- lats haye been juſtly cenſured, then in freedome of judge* 
ment allow thereof , and ordaineth the Presbyreries ta 
proceed with the Cenlures of the Kirk , againit ſuch as ſhall 
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tranſpres(e herein in time coming, 
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AQ Sefl. 26. December 20» 1638. 
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THe Asſembly confidering the great prejudice which 
Gods Kirk in this land , hath ſuſtained theſe yearsb y- 
pait', by the unwarranted printing of lybels , pamphlets » 
and polemicks ; to the diſgrace of Religion , ſlander of 
the Goſpel , infeQting and diſquyeting the mindes of Gods 
people, and diſturbance of the peace of the Kirk , and re- 
membring the formeraGts , and cuſtome of this Kirk, as of 
all other Kirks , made for reſtraining theſe and the like a- 
buſes, and that nothing be printed concerning the Kirk , 
and Religion , except it be allowed by theſe whom the 
Kirk intrufts with that charge : The Asſembly unanimeufty , 
by verrue of their ecclefiaſtical authority » diſchargerhand 
anhibiteth all printers within chisKingdome, to print-any 
Kol the ſozurr Aiſemblices avy gf thoafs proceedings 
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60 The Generall JI. 

of this Axſembly,any confesſion of Faith,any Proteſtationgll Cler 
any reaſons pro or contra, anent rhe preſent diviſions and cong cato 
xraverſies of this time,or any other treatiſe whatſoever which 
may concerne the Kirk of Scotland ,, or Gods cauſe in hand; 
without warrand ſubſcribed. by Mr. Archbald Tohnfon, at 
Clerk to the Asſembly , and Advocate for the Kirk 3. or tg 
' xeptint without his warrand, any acts or treatiſes foreſaids} 
which he hath cauſed any other to ptint , under the paine af 
Eccleſiaſtical cenſures to be execute againſt rhe tranſgres 
fours by the ſeveral Presbyteries, and incaſe of theirretuſal 
by the ſeveral-Commisfioners from this Aſſembly: Wheres 
_ untaalſowe areconfident, the honourable Judges of thigf 
Knd will contribuce their civill authority : and this to bg 
Inrimat publicyy inpulpir > with the other generall ats off 
mus AS emblys, | | 2 


+} 


anc. 


— 


AX Sefl. 26. December, 20. 1638. Þ} if 


| "Fi eenerall Aſsembly ordaineth all Presbyteries and a 
.® Provinciall As{emblies to conveen before them , ſuch as' x: 
are ſcandalousand malicious , and will not acknowledge this Y <c 
' Asſembly, nor acquieſce unta the adts thereof: And to cen-"Þ 1 
ethem accordingto their maliceand contempt , and atts Y a 
this Kirk ; and where Presbyrteries are refracarie , grant- | a 
eth powerunto the ſeyerall Commisfions to ſummond them } 
to cempear before the next generall Aſs*mbly to be holden 
atEdinburgh , the third Wedinſday of Julie , to abide their - 
tryall and Cenſure, 2 Ys | 


——. 
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AR Seff, 26. December 20.1638, ÞF.; 


He Azfembly' conſidering the afts and -praCtiſe of this | 
* Kirke in her pureſt times , that the Commisfioners of c- ! 
very Presbyteric , Burgh , and Uniyerſitie, were both or--: 
gained to rake , aud xeally did take from the Clerk the | 


4 
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" Aſembly, 16398. 5x 


AY whole generall afts of the Asſembly , ſubſcribed by the 
19 Clerk 3: Whereby they might rule and conforme their judi- 
carorie themfelves , and all perſons within their juriſdi&i« 
"ons, unto the obedience thereof : Conſidering the great 
1 prejudices we have lately felt out of ignorance of the aCts of 
a8 Aſsembly , Conſidering alſo the great necesſity in this time 
of of reformation , beyond any other ordinarie time , to have 
anextrattthereof: The Asſembly ordaineth bechis preſent 
at, that. all Commisfoners from wes, mma fgbes 
and Univerſities , preſently get under the Clerks hand an In- 
dex of the aGts, rill theatts rhemſelves be extracted, and 
call thereafter ro gerthe full extra of the whole generall acts, 
ugY ro be ivſert in their Presbyteric books , whereby all their 
2 procecdings may be regulate in time coming. Likeas the 
fl Aſſembly recommendeth unto every Kirk Sesfion , for the 
4 preſervation of their particular Paroch from the reentrieof 
F the corruptions now diſcharged , and for their continuance 

in the Covenant , arent doctrine , worſhip ard diſcipline 

now declared, roobrain anextraQ of theſe aGts: eſpecially 

if they be printed : Secing their pryce will no wayes then be 

| conſiderable: asrhe benefite bork of the particular Parigh, 

nd and theintereſt of the whole Kirk , in the preſervation the- 

ay reoffrom defeQion is undenyable: ſecing Presbyteriesare 

us compoſed of ſundry Parochins , and ſo muſtbeaftected , or 

n-"1 infected asthey are, as Provinciall and generall Aﬀemblics 

ts are compoſed of Presbyteries , and ſo muſt be dipoſed 
&t '}' as rhey are. 


m 

n — 

"| AMSeN.26. Decemberzo: _ 
| n the Aſſembly at Glaſgow 1638. concerning the cons. 

| felonrf Faith renewedin Februar, 1630. 

2 "= Aſſembly confiderig that forthe purgingand preſcr- 

'S | Yation of r cligion, for the Kings Majefties honour, an 


for the publick peace of the Kirk and Kingdome, therenew- 
ing. of that nationall Covenant and oath of this Kirk and 
Kivgdome , in Februar 3636, wis molt oecefiare, likes 
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the Lord hath bleſſed the ſame from Heaven! with awonder 

Full ſaccefle for the good of religion , that the ſaid Covenani 
. ſuſpenderh rhe pradtiſe of novations already introduced; and 
the approbation of the. corruptions of the preſent governs 
ment of the Kirk, with the civil places, and power of Kir 
tnen, till they be tryed in a free generall Aſſembly, and that 
now after long and ſcrious examination , it is found that by 
the cofeſlion of Faith , the five atticles of Perth, and Epils 
copall governement are abjuredand to be removed out of 
this Kirk, andthe civill places and power of Kirk-fiied are 
dechred ro bennlawfull';' The Afembly alloweth and aps 
proveth the ſameinall the heads and articles thereof, And! 


ordaineth that all Miniſters, Maſters of Univerſities , Col 


Jedges', and Schooles andall others who haye not already: 
ſubſcribed the ſaid Confesfion and Covenant, ſhall ſub= 
ſcribe the. ſame with rheſe words prefixed to the ſub? 


ſcription viz. The article of this Covenant which wasat theill - 


firſt ſubſcription referred to the determination of the general” 
Aflembly being no:y determined at Glasgow', in Decembers® 
1638. and thereby the five articles of Perth, and the governe4 
ment of rhe Kirk 

and removed rhe civill places and power of Kirk-men des 
clared to be unlawful; We ſubſcrive according tothe deters* 
mination, of the ſaid free and lawfull g*nerall Aſſembly 
holden at Glaſgow : and ordaineth, ad perpetuamres memoriam, 
the ſaid Covenavtwith this declararion to be inſertin rhe 
regiſters of the Asſemblies of this Kirk ; generall > Provins. 
cialland Presbyreriall, Sts 'J 


CR 


AQ Se 26. ' December 19: 1638: 


Concerning the ſubſcribing the confeſſion of Faith lately: 


ſubſcribed by by © Majeſties Commiſſioner , and 
urged to be ſubſcribed by others. 


Eeing the general Asſembly , to whom belongeth pro« 


perly the publick and judiciall interpretation ofthe cons | 


Feſlion of Faith , hath now after accurattryall, and mature ' 
deliberation clearly found , that the five articles of "Og 
| ane 


by Biſhops, being declared co be abjured'Þ} 
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." and the governement of the Kirk by Biſhops} art abjured 
- bythe confeſſion of Faith, as the ſame was profesſed in the 
- year 1580. and was,renewed. in this inſtantyear 1638. And 
+ thatthe Marques of Hammiltoun his Majeſties Commiſſioner , 
- hath cauſed printa Declaration , 'bearing that his Majeſties 
Intention and his own , in, cauſing ſubſcribe the confeſhon 
| of Faith ,'is no wayes toabjure ; but to.defend Epiſcopall 
.. goveruemient ,' and that by the oath and explanation ſer 
down in the a& of Councel , it. neither was nor 'poſlibly 
could beabjured , requiring that none take the ſaid oath , 
F- Or any other oath in any ſenſe , - which may not conſiſt 
40 Vith Epiſcopall governement : which in dire&ly repugnant _ 
1-4 *© the genuine and trne meaning of the foreſaid Confeſ- 
fl on as1t wasprofesſed in the year 1580. as is Clearly now 
found anddeclared by the generall_Asſembly : Therefore 
x the generall Asſembly : Doth humbly ſupplicate , that 
at} - iS Majeftie may be graciouſly pleaſed , to acknowledge 
1.4 {and approve the for&aid true interpretation , and mean- 
ll 2g of the gencrall Asembly, by his Royall warrand 
8 to his Majeſices Commiſſioner., Councel, and SubjeAss, 
NF. -to be pnt in record for that effet, whereof we are'con= 
8 ſident, after his Majeſty , hath received true information 
from this Kirk, hounoured with his Majeſties birth ahd 
baptiſme , which will be a royal teſtimonie of his Maje- 
ſties piety and juſtice, and a powerfull meane to pro= 
<cure the heartic affeftion and obedience of all his Majeſties 
1loyall Subje&s : And in the meane time , leaſt any ſhould 
fall under the danger of a contradiGorie oath , and bringrhe 
_ wrath ef God upon themſelvesand the land , for rhe abuſe 
"of his Name and Covenant 3 The Asſembly by their Eccle- 
4 fiaſtical authoriry , probibiteth and diſchargerh , that no 
lp. member of this Kirk ſwear or ſubſcribe the ſa1d Confesfion, 
'Y fo far wreaſted-toatontrare meaning, under paine of all 
JF Eccleſiaſtical cenſure: butrhar they ſubſcribethe confesſion 
8 of Faiths renewed in Februar, with the Declaration of the 
.-  Asſcmbly ſet down in the former oQ, ns 
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_ AQ. Seff. 26. December 20, 16 38; 
Concerning yearly generall Aſſemblies; 


*. 


He Aſſembly having confidered the reaſons lately print 
ed for holding of general Asſcmblies, which are taken 
from the light of nature , the promiſe of Teſus Chriſt , thal 
f practiſe of the holy Apoſtles 5 the do@rine and cultome vj 
6 other reformed Kirks, and the liberty of this-national Kir 
3 as it isexpresſed in the book of Policie , and acknowledged 
in theaC of Parlamenc 1592 , and from recentand- preſent 
; experience » comparing the lamentable prejudices done rofl * 
9 religion, through the former want of freetand lawful AsſemaÞ- i: 
blies > andthe great benefice aryſing to the Kirk ; from this 
one free and lawful Asſembly ; finde it necesfary to declares! 
. and hereby declares , that by Divine , Eccleſiaſticall; and? 
Civill warrandss this national Kirkhath power and liberty 
to Asſemble and conveen in her year-ly geherall Asſem*! 
blies , and oftner, pro re nata, as occaſionand neceſli=" 
ty ſhall require. Appoiaterh the next Generall Asſembly. 
to fit at Edinburgh - the third Weddinſday ofJulic 1639.7 
And warneth all Presbyteries, Univerſities, and Burghes;! 
to ſend their Commisſioners for keeping theſame. Giving ? 
power alſo to the Presbyteries of Edinburgh ,pro re nata 15 
and upon any urgent extraordinarie necesfity ( if any} 
ſhall happen before thedier appointed nj) ro giveadvers; 
riſementto all the Presbyteries, Univeriitics, and Burghes,® 
ro ſed their Commisſioners for holding an occafionall Xs. {| 
ſembly. Andif in the meane time it ſhall pleaſe the Kings 
Majeſtic to indica generall Asſembly , otdaineth all Pres! 
byteries z Univerſities, and Burghes, to ſendrheir 'Com«.! 
; misſioners for keeping the time and place which ſhall be ap! 


pointed by his Majeſties Proclamation, 
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_ Aſſembly, 1638. "568 
| © Ordeining' an hunble ſupplicarien is be ſint'r0tha 


I | 
by» 
1 


- *T He Afembly , from the ſenſe of his Majeſties pietie and 
© juſtice , manifeſted inthepublick indiftion of their ſo« 
| Jemne mieeting , for the purging and preſervation of Religt- 
© on, .in (o great an exigent of rhe extreame danger of both , 
froini their fearsarifing our of experience of the craftie ant 
Ny malicious dealing of their adverſaries in giving finiſtrous 
= informations againſt the moſt religiousand loyall defignes 
vY and doings of his Majeſties good Subjeds, and from their 
earneſt deſire to have his Majeſtie truely informed of their 
J intentionsand proceedings » from themſelyes : who know 
F thembeſt\, ( which rhey are confident , will he better be= 
"F leeved : and finde more credite with his Majeſtic, then a- 
i=} ny ſecret ſurmiſle or private ſuggeſtion to the contrarie 
ly. that they may gaine his Majeſties princely apptobation and 
9.4 tarification in the enſuing Parhamenr to their conſtitutions = 
2 Hath thought meer and ordaineth , that an humble ſuppli- 
cation be directed tro his Majeftie, teſtifying their moſt 
heartie thankfulneſle for ſo Royal a favour, as ar this time 
hath'refreſhed the whole Kirk and Kingdome , ſtopping the 
way of calumnie , and humbly ſupplicaring for the appro- 
$ bation , and ratification foreſaid : That truth and peace 
- may dwell together in this Land, -to the increaſe. of his 
Majeſties glorie ,' and the comfort of quietneſſe of his Maje® © _, 
ſties good People : This the Aﬀermbly hath committed , 
according to the” Articles foreſaid', ro be ſubſcribed by 
their Moderatour and Clerk, in their natne. The cennegr 
whereof followeth. © | OR 
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-TO THE KING'S'MOST | 
: EXCELLENT MAJESTIE: © * 


The behnnpphioaBses of the general AfSem 
_ bly of the Kirk of Scotland, conveened at 
Glaſgow, November 21. 1638. 


'Oft gracious Soveraigne, . 


| A Weyour Majeſties moſt humble and loyal Sub 
Jecs.. . ihe Commiſſioners from all rhe parts of this you 
Majeſties\ ancient and native Kingdome, and members 9 
the National Aſſembly, conveened at Glaſeow, by yo 
Majeſties ſpecial indiftion , conſidering the grear happineſſg* 
- which ariſeth both ro Kirk and Common-wealth , by the 
mutual embracements of Religion and Juſtice, of truch 
© andpeace, whenit pleaſeth the Supreame Providence ſote 
\ diſpoſe, that princely power and eccleſiaſtical authoririg 
joyneinoney do withall thankfulnesſe, of heart acknowleds 
ge, With our moyrthes doe corfesſe, and not only with 
- Our pennes, bur with all our powerare readic to witnes(e 
_ untathe world, to your Majeſties never dying glorie, how 
-- Much the whole Kingdome is affeted,gand nor only refreſhs 
ed, burreviyed, with the comfortable ſenſe of your Majes 
- ſes pierie, juſlice, and gooanes(e, in heating our humble 
{upplications, for a full and free general Asſembly : and} 
remembriag that for the preſent , -a more true and real tefti=! 
monie of ourunfained-acknowledgement , could not prouf 
ceed from, us your Majeſtics duetyful SubjeRs, then'ro: 
walke worthic of ſo royala favour ; It hath been our greats! 
eſt care and ſerious endeyqur , next unto the will of JESUS 
CHRIST, the great King of his Kirk redeemed by his. own 
bloud, in all our proceedings , joyned with our hearty: 
Proxers ro GOD, for a blefling from heaven upon your: 
aJei-<< Perſon and government , from the firſt houre of 
_ our Meets. eocarie our ſelves in ſuch moderation , order ? 
andloyalue , JackinſEomed the ſubjets of ſo juſt and graci=! 
ousa King » {APD --thing ſo much as your Ly > ; 
| 8 0n 
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onal preſence : With which had we been honoured and 
nade happie , we were confident to ts uf your Maje- 
ties Royall approbarion to our ecclefiaſtick conſtitutions, 
nd .concluſions, knowing that a rruly Chriſtian minde and. 
oyall heart inclined from above, to'religion and piety , will 
trhe firſt diſcern , and diſcerning be deeply posſesſed wirh- 
he love of the raviſhing beaurie , and heavenly order of the 
zouſe of God; they both proceeding from the ſame Spirir. 
Bur as the joy was unſpeakable , andthe hopes lively, which 
om: the fountaines of your Majeſties fayour did fill our. 
earts , ſo were we not alittle troubled, when wee did 
perceive that your Majeſties Commiſſioner, as before our 
meeting , he did endeyour a prelimitation of the Asfembly 
1nthe necesſarie Members thereof, and the matters eo bee 
treated therein, contrarie to the intention of your Majeſties 
Proclamation indicting a free Asſembly according to'the 
order of this Kirk, and laws of the Kingdome : Sofrome 
the firſt beginnirgs of our ficting (as if bis Lordſhip had 
"8 come rather to crosſe , nor to countenance our lawful pro- 
8 ceedings, or as we had intended any prejudice to the good 
of Religion, or to your Majeſties honour (which GOD. 
knoweth was far from our thoughts ) did ſuffer notning , al- 
though moſt necesſarie , moſt ordinarte,, and moſt unde» 
nyable , to pasſe without ſame cenſure, contradiftion, or 
proteftation : And after ſome dayes debating of this kindes 
farre againſt our expeCtation , and to our great priefe , did 
ay ariſe himſelf, commanded us , who had lhaboured in eve- 
#g-ry thing to approve our ſelves to GOD, and to his 
2 Lordſhip , as repreſenting your Majefties Perſon , to a- 
riſe alſo , and prohibited 'our further 'meering by ſuch 2 
proclamation » as will be found to have proceeded , rarher 
from an unwillingnesſe that we ſhould any longer fir, then 
from any gronnd or reaſon , which may endure'the tryal 
either of your Majeſties Parliament, or of your, own royall 
podgenene , Unto which if ( being conveened by indition 
-F trom your Majeſtie , and firting now ita conſtitute Aﬀem- 
& bly) we ſhould havegiven plac » This Kirk and Kingdome», 
"1 Contrare co your Majeſtie$ mo jg intentions _ 
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ſed in former proclamations,and conrrarie to the defires ani ** 
expeQation of 31 your Majeſties good people ' had beenM# 
aninſtant precipitate in ſuch a world of confuſions, and ſu 
depths of miſzrie , as afterward could not eafily have be 
cured. Inthis extreamitie we made choiſe rather of rþ 
courſe.-which was moſt agreeable to your Majeſties will 
vealed'untous, after ſo many fervent Supplications, A 
did moſt conduce for the good of Religion , your Majeſti 
honour, andthe well of your Majeſties Kingdome 3 then! 
give way to. any ſudden motion, tending to the ruine of al 
wherein wee are {o far from fearing the light , leaſt al 
deeds ſhould be reproved , that the more accurartly that w 
aretryed, and the more impartially our uſing of that powe 
which God Almighty , and your ſacred Majeſtie , his Viet 
gerent had put in our hands, for ſo good and neceffarie'end 
15examined , we have the greater confidence , of your Mi 
jeſties allowance and ratihaþition : and, ſomuch the rathe 
-that being in a manner inhibited ro proceed in ſo good 
work, we doubled onr diligence, and endevoured moni 
carefully rhen before, when yourMajeſties Commiſſioner wall... 
preſent, inevery point, falling under our conſideration , & 
-walke circumſpetily , and withour offence , as inthe ſigh 

-of God, and as if your Majeſties eyes had been looking upali 
us; labouring to proceed- according to the word of God; 
our confeſſion of Faith , and nationall oath » and the laudj 

- ble conſtirutions of the lawtfull Afſemblies of this Kirk ; an 

» ſtudying-rather ro renew , and revive old acts made for th 
-reformation ofReligion, in the time of your Majefties Fa 

- ther » - of happit. memorie » and extant inthe records of th, 

- Kirk, which diyine providence hath preſerved , andar thi 
time brought. to our hands ; then either to allow of ſuch nd 
ge: , as the ayarice and ambition of men , abufing at 

 choritie fortheir own ends , had without order introduced 

r to appointany,new order» which had not been former] pe 
erved, andiſworn to be reteined , inthis Kirk. Ina ft 
whichthe' members of the Aſſembly , found ſo clear an,. 
womyinctnpaght to rheirfull fatisfaction ; againſt all thewſ.: 
goubts and difficulties, that the harmonie and unaniminig 
; .W 


| 
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rareand wonderfull , and that we could not have Ao 
edupon other conſtiturions , except wee would have becn 


i 


nd fighting againſt GOD. Your Majeſties wiſe and 
princely minde knoweth ,' that nothing is more ordinary. 
then for men , when they doe well, ro bee evil ſpoken of, 
and that the beſt ations of men are many times miſconſtru- 
ed , and mis-reported. ' Balaam , although a falſe Propher ,: 
was wronged: for in place of that which hee ſaid , The: 
Lord refuſeth to give me leave to: go withyou: the princes of 
oab reported 'unto Balack > that: Balaam refuſed to goe 
with them, Bhrour comfort is, That Truth is thedaugh- 
ter of time , and alrhough calumnie oftenſtarteth firſt, and 
runneth before , yer Veritie folleweth her at the heels , and 
fleſſerh her ſelfin noble and royall hearts : where baſe ca- 
umnie cannot long findeplace. And our confidence iss 
Mthat your Majeſtic with tharworthie King , will:keep'one 
Weare ſhur againſt all the obloquies of men; and-with that 
ore wiſe Kin , who when he gave a proofe thatthe wi- 
"Yedome of GOD was in him ro'doe judgement , would have 
doth parties ro ſtand before him at once: that hearing them 


qually , th&y mighr ſpeed beſt , and goout moſt 'chearfully: 
from his Majeſties face, who had rhe beſt 'cauſe. When. 
"W our Majeſties wiſedome-hath ſearched all the ſecrets of this- 
\FAflembly, lerus be reputed the worſt ofall men , according 
0 the aſperfions whith partialitie would put uponus, letus: ' 
de the moſt miſerable of all menao the full ſatisfattionof the; 
71ndictive malice of our adverſaries , ler- us by the whole» 


world bee judged of all men the moſtunworthie to breath: 
$Þ0y more in this your Majeſties Kingdome ,” if the cauſe'rhar; 
F< maintaine; and have been proſecuting, ſhall be toundjany; 
ther ; but that we deſire that the Majeſtie of GOD; whe 15- 
Pur fear and our dread,be ſeryed,and his houſe ruled,accord-. 
> © 0g to his owne will; if we have not;carried along with us in 
ll the Sesſions of our Afſemblie,a moit humble and loyall re- 
*Wpett to your Majeſtics honour, which next unto the hononr: 
Pt the living GOD, lyeth neareſt our hearts; if we have nor 
Fcceped our (elves within'the limits of our reformation, 
Without debording or refleRting upon the conſtitution of 0-: 
FTI EI] Pg: - +,-, M08: 


table calme,, andſweer Sun-ſhine , and thatyour Majeftih 
ratification inthe enſuing Parliament, graciouſly indie 
by your Majeſtzes Proclamation to bee keeped in May, ſhall 
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ther reformedKirks , unto which wee heartily wiſh all NG 4 þ. 
nd peace , and by whoſe ſound judgement and Chriſtian 


fetion we ceriainly look ro be approyen ; if we haye not 
led rather by lenitie then by figour in cenſuring of deli 
quents , never going 7. the rules and: lines preſcribet 
and obſerved by this Kirk , and if ( whatſoever men mig 
ing themſelves , ſuggelt rothe contrary ) the p overnnid 
and diſcipline of this Kirk, ſubſcribed and ſworn before; a 
now acknowledged by the unanimous: conſent of this Aﬀex 
bly : ſhall not bee found to ſerve for the advancement. 
the Kindome of CHRIST, for procuring all duetif 


'obedience to your Majeſtie , in this your Kingdome), anl + 


great riches and glorie to Je r Crown, for.peace to us 
your Majeſties loyall ſubjects, and for terrour to all th 
enemies of your Majeities honour and our happineſle : and 
if any -aCt hath proceeded from us, ſo farre as our undep 
ſtanding could reach, and humane infirmitie- would ſufff 
which being duely. examined according to the grounds lai 
by your Majeſties Father , ofeverlaſting memory , and on 
teligious Progenicours , and which Religion did forbidy 


roinfrioge, ſhall merie che angerand indignation, whers 


with wee are ſo often threatned: Bur onthe contrare, havin 


ſincerely ſought thegloric of GOD, the good of Religion) 
your Majeſties honour» the cenſure of impietie , and 0 
men who had ſold themſelves to. wickednefle, and the 6 
eſtabliſhment of the righe conſtirurion and government df 
this Kirk, farre fromthe ſmalleſt appearance of wrongity 
any other reformed Kirk , we humbly beg', and cerrainh 
expect., that from the brighr beames of your Majeſtit 
countenance ſhining on this your Majeſties own Kingdoni 
and people, all our ſtormes ſhall bee changed in a comfot 


ſerleus in ſucha firmneſſe, and ftabilitic in our Religion 


as ſhall adde a further luſtre unto your Majeſties gl foi 


\ 


Dianidee, and make usa bleſſed people under your ajeſti _— 


long and proſperoys reigne : which we beſcech him whi 
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| hath direQed us in ouraffaires , and by whom Kings rvigne.; 
" togrant unto your Majeſtic, to the admiration of ws 


| world» the aſtoniſhment of your enemies, and comfort of 
* the godly. - SETDILEE (4 


| 
— 


< 


b. ——_—— 


Collettid, wiſigd, \andextratled forth of the Regiſter 
of theattsof the'4ſſembly by me Mr. A. |honſton 
— - Clerk thereto , under my figne and ſubſcription 
; manuall. . ; _ | . 
- Edinburgh , the 12. 

-ofFan: 1639» 
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* Seſl8. Auguft 17. 1639- L | 


CHaſter George Grahame bis renouncing and, . b 
*  * 'abjuring of Epiſcopacie®” ; 
The which day was given into the Aſſembly , dire& from Maſter b 


C 

a 
* George Grahame; ſometimes pretended Bichop of Orknay, | © 

an abjuration of Epifcopacie.. ub 5ed with his bard, which | 4 

1: 

| 

| 


was publickly read in audience of the 4 
they ordainedeht ſameto beregiſtrat m1 che aſier 1 
perpetuatn rei memoriatn , "whereof the tenor follows. - * 
t > SIE ; 5) as 413 / IE. VB 4a, 5 
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He WR knowledge theſe preſentsſhall come , ſpecially : 
TY MAGI £0 the reverend and honourable Members of the Y. 
J0 NY. future Aſſembly to he holden at Edinburgh , the * 
——_— welfth day of 4g 1639. years: Me Maſter 
eee Graham, ſometime pretended Biſhop of Orknay, being 
orry-and -grieved at my heart that T ſhould ever for any } + 
wordly reſpect have- embraced the order of Epiſcopacie, }} - 
the fame having no warrand from the Word of God, and Þ} -- 
being flich an order , as hath had ſenfibly many fearful and  * 
evill cgnſequencesin'many parts'of Chriſtendome, and par« - 
= gicularly 


z 


bo VOY 2 NI 0 "- Th x5 Fo 3 Ver TE; '2 of. 
ene Grind Role Ann Th ag ets, 
_ vw 


eAfembly, 1638. 3 
 Fixularly withinthe Kirk of Scotland, as by doleful and de. 
' plorableexperience thisday is manifeſt, ro have diſclaimed, 
| like as I bythe tenor hereof do: altogether diſclaime and 
_ abjureall Epiſcopal power and juriſaiction, with the whole 


e 


Corruprtions ,thereof , condemned by lawful Afſemblies 
within the ſaid Kirk of Scotland, in regard the ſame is ſuch 
anoreras is allo abjured wichin the (aid Kirk, by $: 


| bf thar National Oath with was made in the years 15 8nd 
581. promiſing and ſwearing by the great Name of the 

- Lord our God, "Thar I ſhall never whiles I live, dire&tly 
or indirectly, exerce any ſuch power within the Kirk A 
neyther yet ſhall I everapprove or allow the' ſame, not ſo 

£ much as iti my private or publike diſcourſe : But on the 
23 contrary, ſhall ſtand and adhere to all the Acts and Conſti- 
4 futions of the Jare Aſſembly holden atGlaſgow, the 21. of 
7 Novemb. 1638. laſt by-paſt , and ſhall concurreto the utter= 
21 molt of my power, fincerely and faithfully, as occaſion 
F ſhall offer, in execution the ſaid As, and in advancing 
the Work of Reformation within this Land, to the glory 

'of God, the peace of the Countrey, and. the comfort and 
: bt and contentment of-all good Chriſtians, as God ſhall be 
43 my help-*-In.teſtimony of the; whi h premiſſes, I have 
ſubſcribed thir preſents with my hand at Breeknes in Seron- 

nes , the Eleventh day of February, the veir of God 1639. 
years , before thir witneſſes: Maſter Walter Stuart, Miniſter 
at Shoutronnaldſay, Maſter Fames Hejnd , Miniſter at Kirkwal , 
Maſter Robere Peirſon, Minilter at Firth, and Maſter Pazyick 


< 


Grahame Man:ſter at Holme , my Son. 


«% 


Seſl. 8. 17. Auguſt 1639, 


At containing the Cauſes and Perredic of the 
: RL,  by-gone Evils of this Kirk. 
THe Kings M ;eſtic having graciouſly declared , That ir 
Ges Oy [ will and pleature, thar a!l queſtions avout 
. Religion, le 2ttexs Eccleſiaſtical bedetcrmined by Aſs 
CO Ir Et, VET eo; 3c; 
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ſemblies of the Kirk , having alſo by publike Proclamation} 
indicted this free national Aſſemvly ,. for ſetling the preſene} 
diſtraQtion of this Kirk , and for eſtabliſhing a perfett peace; 
againſt ſuch daviſions and diſordres as have been fore diſplea*} 
ſing to his Majeſtic, and grievous to all his good Snbjetts #/ 
And now his Majeſties Commiſſioner Fobn Earle of Traquaiy,! 
intrgſged and authorized with a full Commiſſion, being pres 
ſent Wand fitting in this Aſſembly, now fully conveened| 
and orderly conſtiture in all-themembers thereof, accords? 
ing ro the order of this Kirk , having ar large declared His! 

ajeſties zeal ro the reformed Religion, and His Royal: 
care and tender aftection to this Kirk , where His Majeſtie? 
had both His Birth 'and Baptiſme , His great diſpleaſure at: 
the manifold diſtrattions and- diviſions of this Kirk- and? 
Kingdome , - and His defires to have all our wounds perfe&-Þ- 
ly cured with a fair and fagherly hand : And although in the? 
way approveri by this Kirk , tryal hath been raken 1n farmer? 
Afemblies before from the Kirk regiſters, to our full fatis*J 
-Attion, yet the Commiſſioners Grace making particular! 
Enquiry from the members of the Aflembly , now ſolemnly; 
conyeened, concerning the real-and true cauſes of ſomany & 
greatevilsas this time paſt had ſoſore troubled: the peace of 
this Kirk and Kingdome,It was repreſented ro His Majeſties 
Commiſſioner by this Aſſembly , That befide- many other, * 
the maine and moſt material cauſes were, Firſt, The prefling . 
of this Kirk, by thePrelates with a Service Book; or Book of © 
Common Prayer > withont warrand or direGtion fromthe. 
Kirk, and containing beſide the Popiſh frame thereof, diverſe * 
Popith errors and ceremonies, 8 rhe ſeeds of manifold grofl: ' 
Superſtittons and Idolatry, with a Book of Canons, withour ' 
warrand or direftion fromthe general Aſſembly, eſtabliſhing © 
tyrannicall power over the Kirk in the perſon of Biſhops , ' 
and overthrowing the whole diſcipline & government of the. 
Kirk by Aſſemblies, with a Book of Conſecration andOrdi- 
nation, without warrand of Authoritie, Civill or Ecclefiaſti- 
call, appointing offices in the houſe of God , whifh are ngt ' - 
warranted by the word of God, and repugnant to the dif * 
ciplineand Atts of our Kirk, and with the high Commiſſion, 
erected without the conſent of the Kirk , ſu __ the ju- 
| | rildiFions : 
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| | | riſgi&tion and ordinary Judicatories of this Kirk ; and giving 


erſons meerely Ecclefiaſticall;the power of both ſwords, 


to 
and to perſons 'meefly Civill , the'power of the Keys 


and Kirk ſenfures, A ſecond cauſe was the Articles of 
Perth , viz. the obſervation of Feſtivall dayes, kneeling at 


the Communion ,: Confirmation, Adminiſtration of the 


Sacraments in private places, which are brought in by a nuil 
Afembly and are contrary to the Confeſſion of Faith , asit 
was meant and ſubfcribed Anno 15to. anddiverstimes fince 
andto the order and conſtirurions ofthis Kirk. Thirdly , 


_ the Changing of the government of the Kirk , from the As- 


ſemblies ofthe Kirk to the perſons of (ome Kirkmen , uſurp- 
ing prioritie and power over their Brethren. by the way, 


' and under the name of Epiſcopall government againſt 'rhe 


Confeſſion of Faith, i580 againſt the order ſet downe inthe 
Book of Policy , nnd againft the intention & conftirurion 
of this Kirk from the beginning. Fourtly the Clyill places 
and power of Kirkmen , their fitting in Sesfion , Counce!l 
and Exchequer , their Riding, Sitting , and yoting in Par- 
liament 3 and their fitting in the Bench as Juſtices of peace» 
which according to the conſtitutons of this Kirk are income 
patible with their ſpiritual fanQion , pas. lg up aboye 
their Brethren in worldly pomp, and do tend to the hinder- ' * 
ance of the Miniſtrie. Fifrly the keeping and authorizing 

corrupt Aﬀemblies at Linkthgow , 1606. and 1608, Ar 
Glaſgow, 1610. Ar Aberdene, 1616. At S. Andrews, 1617. Ar 
Park » 1618. whichar nulland unlawful, as being called 
and conſtirure quite contrary to the order and conſtitutions 
of this Kirk received and practiſed ever fince the reformati- 
on of Religion , andWwithal laboring to introduce novations 
into this Kirk , againſt the order and religion eſtabliſhed. 
Afſixth cauſe is the want of lawful & freeGeneralAſſembles, 
rightly conſtiture of Paſtors, Dofors, and Elders yearly , 
or oftner prorenate, according to the libertie of this Kirk » 
expreſſed 1n the Book: ef Policy : and acknowledged in the 


. Ac of Parliament, 2592. Afterwhich the whole Aﬀſem- 


bly in one heartand voyce did declare, thattheſe and ſuch 
other, proceeding fromthe neglect and breach of the-Nat1- 
onall Covenant of this Kirkand Kingdome , made in yn 
Ks TS in 1399 
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Linlithgow 1 606. and 1609, ArGlaſgom 1610. At Aber 


accounted as null, and of none effedt. And that for preſer- 
vation of Religion, and preventing all ſuch evill in times 
* coming , Generall Aſſemblies rightly conſtiture', as the pro- 
per and competent ;udge of all matters Eccleſiaſticall, heere- 
after be kept yearly and ofrner , prorenats, as accaſion and 
necesſity ſhall require; The necesſiry of theſe occaſtonall 
Aſſemblies being ficit remonſtrate to His Majeſtie by hum» 
ble ſupplication :. As alſo that Kirk Sesfions , Presbyteries 
and Synodall Aﬀembiies, be conſtitute and obſerved , ac- 
© cording tothe order of this Kirk. #5 Fa 
 -: fterthe voſting of the Act .( anent th*-cauſes of our by gone evils) 
Hes M ajeſties Commiſſioner conſented verbally to the ſaid Aft , 
—*« . and promiſed to give mto the Clerkin writ , the Declaration of 
F Hes conſent , and that he should ratifie thu AR in the enſuing 


A 
i 
- 


Parliament | 
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Se. X VIII. 26. Aug. 1639. 


Aﬀ approving an old Regiſter of the 

. Generall Aſembly, 
Thewhole Aſiembly ( upon the report made to themanent the old 
Regiſter of the aſſembly, poteen:;from Maſter John Rig ) all 
 ?none voice approved the ſaid Reggſter,” And ordained the ſame 
to make faith in julgement,and outwith in all tims coming : 4s a 
erueand authentich, Regiſter of the Kjrk of Scotland , conforme 
att; PILES Cott. t0the 


1580. have been indeed the true and maine cauſes of all 'F . 
our evills and diſtrattions. And therefore ordain , ac= "| 
cording to the conſtitutions of the Generall Aﬀemblies of FF. 
this Kuk: Andupon the grounds reſpeFive above - ſpeci- i . 
fied, That the foreſaid Service - Book, | Books of Can- : 
nons, and ,Ordinainatioa , and the high Commisfhon, be 
5 fill rejected : that the Articlesof Perth, be no more practi- # 
iy ſed : That Epiſcopall Government, and the Civill places 7 
; and power of Kirk» men- be hoJdenſtill as unlawfullin this 7 
Kirk; That the above named pretended ro ol | 


3-616, Ar S. Andrews 1617, Ar Perth 1615S. 'be hereafter 
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#0 the teftimonie ſubſcribed by the Commuttee , to be mſert m tha _ 
Books of Aſſembly: whereof the tenor followeth : 


» IYJEunder ſubſcribers , Forſameikle as the lagkGenerall 
( Aſſembly helden at Glaſgow, gave power and Commis- 


ſion tous, To peruſe, examine, and cognoſce upon rhe 
validity , -faith , and ſtrength ofthe books and Regiſters of 
the Aſſembly , particularly ſer down- in the Commisſion 
given ro usthereanent : According whereunto we did care-- 
fully view , peruſe , and conſider the ſaids Regiſters » and 
gave our teſtimony rkereof under our hands, of the validity 
and ſuſficience of the ſamine, to the ſafd Generall Aſſembly. 
And now having a new Commisſion given to us from the 
Generall Aflembly now preſently conveened and fitting at 
Edinburch , To peruſc, examine, and cognoſce upon rhe 
validity , faith and ſtrength of another Regiſter of the As» 
ſembly., which was not ſet down and recommended to us 
by the ſaid former Commisſfion , which Regiſter beginneth 
at the Aſſembly ho[den ar Edmburgh the f1xr day of March 
1572, andendeth at the Aſſembly likewiſe holden at Edn- 
burgh 1573- we have carefully viewed peruſed, and conſis 
dered the ſaid Regiſter: And being deeply and maturely ad- 
viſed, as ina marter of preateſt weight and conſequence, 

do atteſt before God , and upon ovr conſciencesdeclare ro 

the world, and thisp:eſent Aſſembly , Thar the ſaid Regi- 
ſter above expreſt , 15 a famous , authentick » and good Re- 

giſter, which ought to be ſo reputed , and have pnblike 

faith in judgement and outwith , as a valid and true Record: 

in all things, And finds the ſameto be of the ſame kandwrit, 

and ſubſcribed by the ſame Clerk of the Generall Afembly 

as divers of the ſaid'other Regiſters ( former]v peruled by 

us) are- Andin teſtimonie of our ſolemae affirmation we 

have ſubſcribed theſe preſents with our hand,at Edmnburgh the 
day of /uguſt 1639. | 


—_— 


a. 


_ AS 


"Fg, FOOTAS. "0 ? 7 "I 
EOS 0 0 a. TOS ne WOOOY 
. * © tad 


The General | 


ASE. 19. Auguſt 27. 1639. © 
AX approving the depoſition of the Miniflers 
b the Committees, 


He Afembly , after the receiving of the whole reports 1 
& from the Committees z appointed for reviſing of the 
proceſſes and ſenrences, led, deduced » and pronounced 
before, and by the ſeveral Commiſſions <a by the Aſ-- 2» 
fembly at Glaſgow , All in one voice approved the ſaids 
whole Proceſſes as orderly proceeded, and the whole ſen, * 
b tences pronounced thereinrtill, as juſt and lawful decrees, © - 
© - withour'prejudice of any favour that can be ſhowne to any 
4 perſon or perſons, againſt whom the ſaid ſentencesare pro» 
notinced upon thetr ſupplications , or of [uftice to ſuch as 
complain of their proceſſe, and offers to reduce the ſame _ 
upon whatſoever reaſon competent, by the Conſtitutions _ 
of this Kirk and Kingdome, before the General Aſſembly * 
and the Commiſſioners thereof, they being appointed for | 
that effet o : F 


—_—_——_—————— 
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ASEſl. 20. 28. Aug 1639. 
AT anent receiving of depoſed Miniſters. 


» . 
PONIES COT Ton "iu. © % VER WP | an SpL2D Groom u.c 


& or which day the General Aſſembly upon the report of 

 & the Committees anent theſe who are depoſed by Sy-. / 
nods, Doe make this General AQ, recommending to the * 
Synodsall theſe who are depoſed beforthem for ſubſcribing 7 

ofthe Declinator, & reading of the Service-book and for no | 
ther groflecauſe, That upon their true repentance &ſubmiſ- : 
fon to theConſticutions of this Kirk- &upon their purgation } 
and clearneſſe from any grofle Faults laid to their charge in ' _ 
any new proceſle againſt them, they may be found by the } . 
Synods capable of the Miniſtrie , when God grants them an 
ordinary and lawful calling by admiſſion from the Presbyte- 
ne, either 1a the Church they ſerved in before, orinany 
other Chnrch, . 
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eAſcembly', 1639. 79 


A&tSef. 21. 29. Auguſt-1 639. 
At, anent the keeping of the Lords Day. 


The Ganeral Aſſembly recommendeth to the ſeveral Prebyteries | 
the execution of the old afts of Aſſembly , againſt the breach 
of the Sabbath Day , by going of Mylnes, Salt  Pannes, 
Salmond-fishing , or any ſuch like labour 3 and to thi end re- 
v1ves and renues the aft of the Aſſembly holden at Haly-rude- 
houſe , 1602. Sefi, 5. whereofthe tenor follows, | 


He Afembly conſidering that the conventions of the 
_ © People; ſpecially on rhe Sabbath Day are very rare in 
8 many places, by diſtraction of labour not only in harveſt and 

|  ſeed-time, butalſo every Sabbath , by fiſhing both of the 

' | whirefiſh, and Salmond-fiſhing , and in going of Myles. 

8 Therefore the Asſemblydiſchargeth and inhibirerh all ſach 

| labour of fiſhing , as well white fiſh and Salmond-fiſh , and 

going of Mylnes of all forts upon the Sabbath , under the 

'F * pain of incurring the cenſures of the Kirk ; | Andordaines _ 

FS theCommiſiioners of this Asſembly , ro mean the ſame ro 
His MViajeftie, and todefirethat a pecunial paine may be in- 
joyned upon the-contraveeners of this preſent Act. 


— + 
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AGSeſl. 22. 29. Aug. 1639. 2 Meridie. 
 trticles aud Overtures approved by the Aſembly. 


"TH: ſome Commiſſioners be appointed ro vifit and peruſe 

| the whole Atts of General Asſemblies , and to marke 

| |. ſuchAdtsagare forthe uſe of the Kirk in General, To extract 

| 'F _ the ſameomof the Regiſters, tothe effeCt rhat after they be 

* | - tryed, they maybeprinted according to the old Acts of the 

| Asſembly at Edinburgh, March 7. 1574. Scfſ.9. E 

| ' * The Aſiemb!y appoints the Presbyteric of Einburgh , to have 4 
= > of. this rol , #4 to repore their diligence to the nexd 
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30 The.Generall 


' Thatcourfe m'ybe taken for reſtraining of people fron "Ws 
pasſing ro England to marry , > which is the occafion of grea oy 
10 conveniences. | DR WM ned 
The Aſſembly alloweth this article, and recommends to the ParliaY P* 
ment. that they would appoint apecuniall ſumme to be payed 
by theconty aveeners. 4 | 
Thatrthe ACts forfurniſhing expences to Commisfioners 
ſent by the Presbyteries to the'Geriera! Afembly,and ſenr ut 
Commisfion by General! Afemblies , nny be explained 
And ir be declared that all ſuch Commisfioners whatſoevery 
by their ſtipends may be turniſhed by the Kirks of the Press 
byrerie» according to the order ſer down in the Act of the! 
laſt Aſſembly , fince the errand is common. and the benes' 
fit concerneth all : and that order may be taken , how that! 
an expedient volunrarie courſe, thought fir by the Aſſembly, 
ſhal! by adviſe of Parliament, have the force ofalaw , for. 
compelling theſe to pay who are ſtented , both for the laſt! 
and this Afſembly and in time ro come. | 


The Aſſembly allowes this article » and referres the ſame to the 
Parliament. 'N let 
| Thar the Seſlion- books of every Paroche be preſented once | T! 
a year to the Presbyreries, rhat they may bertryed þy them. || Vt 
The Aſſembly alloweth this article. : | | be 
Tharthe A ofthe 38. Afembly at Edinburgh, Oftober 24.” 
1578. Sefl.8. ordaining Miniſters who are depoſed , to be Y 
charged under the pain of excommunication, ro,dimit their Þ ® 
places, that they may be unqueſtionably vacand z may now? 


* 


iy 


be renewed. ; g 
The Aſſembly alloweth this article , and remits the ſame to the. 

Parliament. | Y » 

The Afﬀembly would revive or renew all former Adtsof || ,, 

Afembly againſt Papiſts , and excommunicarte perſons, a- | ;, 

gainſt haunters wich them and receivers of them. | 

The Aſſembly alloweth this article, 4 c 

That an uniformeCartechiſme may be appointed to be uſed }| f 

throughout this'whole Kingdome in the examinations bey | k 

fore the Communion. ONE } a 


-.- TheAſeenbly eloweth this article. 
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; _ eAſſembh, 1689: 9r- 
. -Thatall Miniſters or intrants preſented to Kirks, betryed 


+efore their admisſion , if they be qualified forthe places to 
which they are preſented, befidesthe ordinary rryalls of Ex- 


*, 
: 

* 
” 
aA S 


a WE the Members ef this preſent Aſſembly, for our ſel- 
Ys. Y yes » and in name of this ſeverall Presbyreries, Burghs, 
or: and Univerſities, for which we are Commiſſioners reſentin 
1tY the great diſhonour done to God , our King, -this Kirk, a 

| whole Kingdome, by the Book called, Alarge Declaration , 
be have here repreſented the ſamero your Grace, and have col- 

' lefted ſome amonyſt many of falſe grofſe andabſurd paſſages; - 
ce | Thatfrom the conſideration thereof , your Grace, percei- 
» Þ} vingtheintolerabl2 evills foreſaids contained therein , may* 

'F be pleaſed to repreſent the ſame to-onr gracious Soveraigne , _ 
4 and in our behalfs humbly ro beſeech his Majeſtic, ſo mui 
ye | wronged by rhe many foul and falſe relations, ſuggeſted 
ir | 2vdperſwaded rohim as trueths, and by ſtealing the peo-= 
wil -<<tion of His Royal Name and Authoririe to theparrocinie 
J of ſuch a Book : To be pleaſed firſt to call in the ſaid 
be Book : . and thereby ro ſhew his diflike thereof '* Nexc 
'} togive Comnuition and warrant, To citeall ſuch parties 
e | Ws are either knowne or {uſpe to have hand infit , and 
ory toappoint ſuchas His Majeſtie knowes to beeither authors, 
wn” informers, orany wayes accefſſane , being Natiyes of this 
| Kingdome , To be ſent hither to abide their tryall and 
 } cenſure befor? rhe Judge Ordinary , and in ſpeciall Ma- 
ed f fter Walker Balcanquell , now Deane of Durham, who is 
&. known and ath profeſſed robe the author , ar leaſt a vower 


p | pectants before their entrie to the Miniſterie. 


The Aſſembly allweth this article. 


— _—_—__. 
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Seſl. 23; 30. Auguſt 1639. 


; ; ; The Supplication of the General Afeembly fo the Rings : 


CHWMajeſties Commiſſioner , - concerning the Book, 
called, The large Declaration. 


| 20d maintainer of agreat part thereof; that by their examplar 


E puoiſzrent 
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puniſhment , others may de deterred from ſuch dangerous i . 

courſes, as in ſuch a way to raiſeſedition betwix: the King; { ey 
and His Subjects, Gods honour may be vindicate from ſo ® 
. tigh contempt , His Majeſties juſtice may appear , not only: P" 
in cutting away ſuch Malefa&ors , butin diſcouraging alk 
ſuch under-miners of Histhrone, His loyall and loving Sub- 
Jects ſhall be infinitly conteated to be cleared before the' 


worid of ſo falſe and uninf imputations , and will live here= V& 
afterinthe greater ſecuritie , when ſo dangerous a courſe of? Tec 
ſedition 1s prevented , and ſo will havethe greater and greats no 
ey Cauſe to pray for His Majeſtieslong & proſperous Reigne..' Ke: 


Hs Majeſties Commiſſioner mm Councell having received the ſaid Þ: kr 
Jupplication , promiſed to impart the ſame to His Maeſly, and Þ| ge 
Fo report his diligencetherein, © 1 m 


” 
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” 
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The Supplication of the «Afembly to His e Ma. | 


 - fefties High Commiſſioner » and the Lords » 
rn = of ſecret Councell. AL dr 


We: the Generall Afſembly , conſidering with all hume --J of 
c 


and thankfull ackhowledgement , the many recent + | m 


favours beſtowed upon us by His Majcſtie , andthar there Ac L 
reſteth nothing for crowning of His Maicſties incomparable J' cc 
g0odnefſetowatds us, but thar all the members of this Kirk'- Þ 'o6r 
and Kingdom be joyncd inone and the ſame Confeſronand | C 
Couenant with God, with the Kings Majeſtic, and amongſt | be 
ourſelves: And conceiving the main lettand impediment + of 
to this ſo gooda work, and ſo much wiſhed by all, tohave 'Þ pr 
been the Informations made to his Majeſtic , ofourinten- *F+ H 
. UONs to ſhake off Civil and dutiful obedience due to Soye= - || | 
Tagnity,' and to diminiſh the Kings greatnefſe and authori=  }| - of 
UC, and being moſt willing and: deſirous to remove this and | as 
all ſuch impediments which may hinder and impede ſo full | w 
and perſe& an Union, and for clearing of our loyalie; || e 
E 1n our own names, andit name ef all the reſt of the | - 


Subje&s and Congregations' whom we repreſent » do now 
: in 
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|  Aﬀembly, 1638. 85; 
FJ inall humility repreſent ro your Grace , His Majeſtjes Com- 
' miſſioner; andthe Lords of His Majeftics moſt honourable 
; privie Councel,. and declares before God and the World, 
'that we never had vor have any thought of with-diawin 
| our felves from that humble and durifu) obedience to His . 2 
Majeftie, and to his Government , which by the deſcent <4 
;& under the reign of 107. Kings is moſt chearfully acknow= 3 
tledged by us and our oraloceliiin And thar we never had, 
' nor have any intention nor deſire toattempt anything thay | 
- may tend to diſhonour of God , or the diminution of the 
Kings greatnefſe and authoritie: But onthe contrary , ace 
JF knowledging our quietnefle ,  ftabilirie and happineſſe to 
4 | depend upon the ſaferv of the KingsMaj. Perſon, & mainte- 
nance of His greatneſſe and Royal authority who is Gods. 
| Vice-gerent ſer over us for the maintenance of Religion 
\_ F and miniſtration of Juſtice, We have ſolemnly ſworn and. 
| do ſweare, not only our mutual concurrence and afſiſtance { 
for the cauſe of Religion, and to rhe uttermoſt of our powers - 
with our means and lives » to ſtand to the defence of our q 
dread Soveraigne , his Perſon and authority , in preſerva- 
tion and defence of the true Religion > Liberties and Lawes 
of this Kirk and Kingdome, bur alſo inevery cauſe which 
 *$ may concerneflis Majeſties honour , ſhall according to the-- 
{5 Lawes of this Kingdome and the dueties of good Subjects 
F concurre with our friends and followers in quiet manner , 
orinarmes, as we ſhall be required of His Majeſtie , His 
$ Councel, or any having his Aurhoeity. And therefore 
5 being moſt deſirours to cleare our ſelves of all imputation 
1 of this kinde, and following rhe laudable example of our 
'Þ& predeceſſors, x589- do moſt humble ſupplicate your Grace, 
'F* His Majefties Commiſſioner , and the Lords of His Maje- 
*'B flies moſt honourable privie Councell, to enjoyn by: Act 
JF ofa Councel , thar this Confeffion and Cpvenant , which , 
252 teſtimony ofour fidelity to God,and loyaltie to our RINgs j- 
we have ſubſciibed, be ſubſcribed by allHis Majalties Sub- 
ets , of what rank and quality ſoever. | Ss 
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34 "The General 


T he At of the Lords of Councel at Edinburgh, 
Auguſt 30. 1639. containing the Anſwer of the ih 
preceding Supplication. _" 
which day in preſence of the Lord Commiſſioneran@ 
the Lords of privie Councel , 'compeired perſonally 
John Earle of Rothes , James Farle of Montroſe , Fobn Lora: 
Lowdown, Sir George Stirling of Keir Knight, Sir William; 
Douglas of Cavers Knight , Sir + enry Word of Bonytoun} 
Knight > Zobn Snyth Burgeſſe of. Edinburgh ,Mr. Robert Bara) 
clay Proveſt of Irwing, Mr. Alexander Henderſon Miniſter: 
at Edinburgh , and Mr. Archbald Jebnſtoun Cl-rk to the 
General Aſſembly, and in'r1e' name of ihe preſent firring * 
General Aſſembly! gave in to the Lord; Commiſſioner ,,! 
and Lords of privie Councel , the Petition above written 3.” 
which being read , heard, and conſidered by the faids Lords, F 
they have ordained ,. and ordain the ſame ro be inſert and re« |, 
giſtrate in the books of Privie Councel» and according to : 
thedeſire thereof , ordaines the ſaid Confeſſion and Coves; 
mant to be ſubſcribed in time coming by all His Majeſties 
| SubjeRs of this Kingdome , of what ranke and quality: 
ſfoever. | F 
PR nu I 


The Kings eMajeſties Commiſſioners S © d 


Declarations . ; 


JF which day His Majefties Commiſſioner, and Lords: 
: '& of Councel , after the: receiving of the Supplication'F Je 
of the General Aſſembly , anent the ſubſcribing of the Co-? 
venant , having returned to the Aſſembly , His Majeſties: 
Commiſſioner in name of the Councel » declared ; Thathe tt 
hadreceixed the Supplication of the Aﬀſembly, deſiring thatY «, 
the Covenant might receive the force of an At of Councel, 76 
bo be ſubſcribed by all His Majeſties Subjets, that they] * 
| had found the defire ſofairand reaſonable, that they con- = 
ceived themfelves bound in duaty to grant the ſame ; and. 


thereupon have madegn Atof Counceltothateffede + yr 


war 
— 


\ 
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JF have thereyyi 
'S declared { 


eAſeembly , 1639. ' v5 


 Y that there reſted now the A of Aﬀembly. And thathe. 


himſelf was fo fully ſatisfied, that he came now as his Maje« 


.. ties Commiſſianer to conſent fully untoir: And thathe 


was moſt willing thar it ſhould be enaGted kere in this Aﬀleme 


Þ bly , to oblige all his Majeſties SubjeQsro ſubſcribe rhe ſaid 


Covenant , witk the Aſſemblies explanation. . And becauſe 


.. there wasa third thing defired, His ſub{cription as the Kings 


. Commiſiioner, unto the Covenant » which he behoved to 


- do, with a Declaration in writ , and hedeclared asa Sube 


ject , he ſhould ſubſcribe the Covenant as ſtritly as any, 
with the Aſſemblies Declaration; bur as His Majeſties Com= 
miſlionerin his name behored rd prefix to his ſubſcription , 


J the Declaration following , whick no Scors Subjects ſhould 


ſubſcribe, or have the benefit of , no not himſelf as Earle of 
Traquair. The tenor whereof follows : 


SEing this Aſſembly , according to the laudsble form and 
cuſtome heretofore kept in the like caſes , have In an 


humble and durifu) Way , ſupplicate ro ns His Majefties 
* Conimiſlioner and the Lords of His moſt Maj. honourable 


Privie Councel, That the Coyenanr , with the explanation 


$ of this Aſſembly , might be ſubſcribed: And to that effe& 
that all the Subjc&ts of this Kingdome by A of Councelbg 
8 required to doe the ſame :* And that therein for vindicating 


themſclves from all fuſpitions of diſloyaltie , or derogating 
from the greatneſſe and authoritie of our dread Soveraigne » 
added aClauſe , whereby this Covenant 1s 
men ſubſtance with that which was ſubſcribed 
by His Mijeſties Father of blefſed memory 1580., -158I, 
L590. and oftner fince renewed. Therefore I as His Maje= 


| jetties Commiſſioner , for rhe full ſatisfation of rh#.Sub- 


jects, and for ſertling a perfect Peace in Church and King- 
dome, doc according ro my forefaids Declaration and Sub 
fcription, ſubjoynedrothe Att of this Aſſembly of the date 


| the 17 this inftane, allow and conſent that the Coyenant be 


ſubſcribed throughour all this Kingdome, In witnes whee . 


T6of I have ſubſcribed the premiſles. 


ba m— 


EEG —_ 


wo 
Dr... te 


=. "The Generall ; ; 
Lite as bis Majefties Commiſſion LOner , readanl 


AVE in the Declaration following, of | his conſent 4 ; 


ro the Att of the Aſſembly 17. Auguſt, nent 
the cauſes of our by gone evils. 


I ton Earle of Traquair , His Majeſties Committionct'] in 
thus preſent Aﬀſembly , doe in His Majeſties Name deaf 
clare , that nothwithſtanding of His Majeities own inclinas 
tion, and many other grave and weightie conſiderations} 
yertſuch is. His Majeſties incomparable goodnefſe, that far 
ſertling the preſentdiſtraftions , and giving full ſatisfaction! 


to the Subject , He doth allow, hike as I His MajeſtiesY. 


'Commisfioner do conſentts the foreſaid AR » and have ſab-! 
ans the FO 7 1 


” - _—_—O—— — 


Lite as Flis Majeftres Commiſſion oner. , read | 


and zave in the. Declaration following : 


FT is alwayes hereby declared by me His Majcſties Coma 
I misfioner, That thepradtiſe of rhe premiſles , prohibired}] 
within this Kirk and Kinggome , outwith the Kingdome of 
Scotland ſhall never bind nor inferre cenſure againlt the pra- 
Riſes 'outwith the Kingdome.: which when the Commis-: 
-  Fonerrequired to be inlertin the Regiſter of theKirk, and 
_ the Moderator in name of* the Aﬀembly , anc ro give. 
warrant for ſuch praiſe, as not agrecable with'a good cons: 
ſcience His Grace urged, that ir ſhould be recorded, atleaſt} 
that he made ſuch a Declaration, wharſoever was the Aſſenis: | 
> blies Jadgement i in the contrair: Ando it 1sto be underel 
ſtoodro be j inſert nere mY recitative. . 


A. 


Art EE the Sbferietion of heCi- | 
| fe ſion of Faithand Covenant , with the <=. 
. * Aſſemblies Declaration. | 


| He Generall Aſſembly conſidering the great happineſſe 
| T vides may ghd trom a full and perfect Unign ik 
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- Kirkand Kingdome , by joyning of all in oneand the ſame 


Covenant with God, with the Kings Majeſtic , and amongſt 


; ourſelyes, having by our great Oath declared the upright- 


nefſe and loyaltie of our intentions inall our proceedings, and 


| having withallſupplicared His Majefties highCommisfioner, 
- and the Lords of His Majeſties honorable Privie Councell, 


toinjoyn by Adt of Councel), all the Liegesin time coming, 
to ſub cribe the Confesfion of faith and Covenant, which 
as a teſtimony of our fidelity to God and loyaltie to eur King 


-. we have ſubſcribed ; And ſceing His Majefties high Come 
|  misfiener , and the Lords of His Majeſtics honorable Privic 
 Councell, have granted the defire of our Supplication , or- 
_ daining by Civill authority , all His Majeſties Lieges in time 
comming , to ſubſcribe the foreſaid Covenant, that our U- 


nion may bt the more full and perfect , We by our Actand 
Conſtitution Ecclefiaſticall, do 3pprooye the foreſaid Cove- 
nant, inall the 'Heads and Clauſes thereof and ordains of 
new, under all Eecleſiſticall fcenſnre , thar all the Maſters + 


-> of Univerfities , Colledges , and Schooles, allSchollers at 


the pasſing of their degrees,all perſons ſuſpect of Paplſtry, or 


any other errour; and finally:all the members of this Kirk & 


Kingdome, ſubſcribethe ſame with theſe words prefixed to . 
their ſubſcription: The «Article of this Covenant, which was at the 


SS firſt ſubſeriptionreferred 0 the determination of the General Aſſembly, 


bemg determined. And thereby the five Articles of Perth , the go- 
vernment of the Kirk by Bishops: the civill places and power of Kirk- 
ment , upon thereafous and grounds contained m the As ofthe Genes 
rall Aſſembly declared to be unlawfull withinthis Kirk : we ſubſcribe 
according tothe determination foreſaid. And ordains the Cove- 
nant., with this Declaration , tobe inferr in the Regiſters 


J of theAfemblics ofthis Kirk » Generall » Provincial, and 


Presbyteriall , ad perpetuam rei memoriam 3 and mall humr- 
liry ſupplicates His Mzjeſties high Commisfoger , and the 
honourable Eſtates of Parliament , by their authority , ro 


_ ratifieand injoyne the ſame, underall civil paves which 


S 


will tend to the gfory of God, preſervation of Religion, the 
Kings Majeſties honour , and perfe& peace of this Kirk and 
Kingdome. | : 
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—" «ths. 
nd 


F 4 


Avg 


» 


£# h — Eris _ eV 8 PPT AM " 'E Fe ah 4 6 MODE? Þ < = ; "F844 Frys VORDF - 65 
L \ . a Ll % - 
\ : "* "* . \ ; : , 
0 Tbe Generall 
- \ 4 ” 
" [ 
dy - 


\ | [# - hat 

Aug 30. 1639. pai 

3 Wes | ; Jot 
- | AF anent Appellations. A: « 
= TJ Asſembly appoinred that in all time hereafter , no F} ni 
& = Appellations ſhould be. leaping over either Presbyrerie- "FF er 
1 or Synod, but to aſcend by degreesas from the Kirk Sesfion '} 1 
to thePresbytry, orfrom the Presbyterie ro the Synod, ang FF} M 

and from the Synodgo the(Generall Asſembly , except it be }Þ. *Þ 

” , - afterthe Synodbe paſt, and immediatly before the Gene= }Þ ev 
| xall Asſembly, orin the timethereof, and renewsall for= Þ al 
þ mer Acts made to this efiett. TE EC "M. -U 
2 0 

- — I n 


AT anent adviſmg with Synods and Presbyte-. 
ries before determination in Novations, | 

"FT He Generall Asſembly defiring that the intended Refors' | 
mationbeing recovered, may be eſtabliſhed, Ordains, 

that no Novation which may difturbe the peac? of the - 

Church , aud make diviſion , be ſuddenly proponed and | 

enacted: Bur ſoas the motion befirſt communicare ro the Þ| 

ſeverall Synods, Presbyreries and Kirks, thatthematter may Þ | 

be approved by all arhome , and Commiſſioners may come ' | 

well prepared, unanimouſly to conclude a ſolide deliberation 

upon theſe poiuts in the Generall Asſembly. 


—_ . 


At anent Miniſters Catechiſing, and 
Family Exerciſes, 


"T*He Aſſembly confidering that the long waitedsfor fruits 

of th: Goſpel, ſo mercifully planred and preſerved in |} 
this'Land, and Reformation of our ſelves, and. Families, 

1 fo ſolemnly vowed: to God of late in our Covenant , cannot 

| take effect, except the knowledge-and worſhip of Godbe Þ} 

© Exied fromthe Pulpitto every fawily within cach ah >? 
. is BY [ 
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TOE Fa 
hath therefore appoinred rhat every Miniſter , befides his 
JF paines on the Lords day , ſhall have weekly catechifing of 
4. Jome part of the Paroch, and not altogether caſt over the 
'2F; examinanon of the people, till a litle before the Commus« 
FF nion. Allo.thart in every Familie the worſhip of God be 
-F erected, whereit is notboth Morningand, Evening , and 
AJ that the Chitdren & Servants be catcehiſed arhome » bythe 
IF}. Malters ofthe Families , whereofaccount ſhall be taken by 
" F. the Miniſter, and Elders afliſting him in the viſitation of 
3 every Family: And leſt they fail, jthar viſitation of the ſever- 
J all Kirks be ſeriouſly followed by every Presbyterie , for 
_ .thisendamong others. -The executionand ſuccefſe where. 
JF of, being tricd bythe Synods, let it be repreſented to- the 
Jy nexrGenelall Afembly. 


—__ 


Sefl. 24. | 30. Aug. a meride. 
The Aſcembvlies Supplication to the 


KINGS MAJESTIE: 


Moſt Gracious Souveraigne. 


' F'7Ee Your Majeſties moſt humble and loyall Subjets, 
the Commmiſſioners fromall the parts of this your Ma« 
Jjeſties ancient & native Kingdome , and membersof the Na- 
rionall Aﬀembly , conveenedar Edinburghby your Majcſties 
ſpeciall indiftion , ard honoured with the preſence of Your 
Majeſties high Commiſſioner, have been waiting for a day 
of rejoycing , and of ſolemne rhankſgiving to-be rendredto 
God by this whole-Kirk and Kingdome » for giving us a 
King ſojuſt and religious , that iris not only lawful for us 
"to be Chriſtians under Your Majeſties government , which 
| ſometime hath been the greateſt praiſe of great Princes, bur 
| alforhatit hathpleaſed Your gracious Maj. to make known 
thatit is Your Royall will and pleaſure,thatall matters Ecclee . 
afticall be determined 1n free Natienall Afemblies, and 
matters civ1ll in Parliaments ; which 1sa moſt noble and 
awpls 6xprofing of Your Majelicy jullige z 209 We ro 
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4 thill bea-powerful mean of our common happineſſe;under 
your Majeſties moſt bleſſed Reign. In themean while we 

do moſt humbly , upon the knees of our hearts, blefſe your: 
MiyjzRy for that happinefle already begun inthe late Asſems 
bly at Edinburgh 3 in the proceedings whereof, .next under; 
God, we have labanred to approve our ſelves unrs.Yeur 
M.;jeftics Vice=gerent, as if Your Majeſties eyes had been 
upontrs, which was the defire of our ſouls, and would have F\/ 
becne the matter of eur full rejoycing, and doe; (till conti-I - 
nie Your Majeſties moſt humble ſupplicants for Your Maje- 
Nics civil ſanAMion and ratification of the confſiturions of the * 
&i(cmbly in Parliament 3 That your Miyjeſties Princely.hY * 
power, andthe Ecclefiaſticall Authority joyning in one, © 
The muruall embracements of religion arid juſtice, of truth ? 
and peace may be ſeenin this Land , which ſhall be tousas } 
arelurrection from the dead , and ſaall make us» beingnot } 
only ſo farrerecoyered, but alſo revived, to fill Heaven and : 
K2rth with our praiſes, and ts pray that King CHAR- * 
Li S maybe moreand mare blesſed, and His throne eſta» - 
liſhed before the Lord forever, 4 


T*# Aſiembly eppoines the next Generall Aſſembly, to fv at | 
' Aberdene #belaft Tueſday of [uly next, 1640: years. 4nd 

garneth all Presbytories , Univerſities and Burrews , toſend their 

Conmiſſtoners , for keeping the famine. And thereafter the Aſſeme 

bly was concluded by giving of thanks by the Moderator , and ſinging 

of a E[alme , aceording ts the cuſtome. ies 
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"Conveened at Aberdene, 7 uly 2.8. 1640. 


- 
—— —  — —_ 


Self: 2. 29, July, 1640- 


m1 HE Aſſembly having paſt the firſt day before 

PR they would make any ACt 10 attending of His 

 Mzzeſties Commiſſioner. £14 

|| G70 6308 1 his day the Moderator openly asked in face 

ED of the Aflembly , iftherewas any Commiſſio= 

| -er come from Ris Majeſtic : And finding there was'none » 
the Aſſembly proceeded accordingrotheif Liberties. 


——_—— SR 


DE ——— ————— 


Over tures given inby the Committee appoint - 

ed by the Iaft Aſſembly, anentthe ordering of the Afieme 
Bly - houſe: Which being read in audience of the A 
| ' ſembly they approved the ſame. © 


I. b fr Aſſembly finds it expedient for the ordering of 
* & the Houſeinall time coming, thatthe Commiſſioners 
fit roperher uamixt > and that the places where they fit be 
railed-about, or ſome other way divided from theſeats of 
others , and that places be provided without the bounds of 


. | of x5 Who arc not 
ne Cammlignace ſeater parſonsof reſpeft 2 Wh Coms 
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"92 The General 3 
' Cojhmiſſioners , and others according to their qualities , aa} +. 
the Magiſtrates of the Town thall find moſt convenient, 
H. Alfo thatthe Commiſſioners , having received tickets}. 
from the Magiſtrates of the Burgh at the delivery of theig; ©© 
Co:nmiilions, whereby they may have ready acceſle ro the? 0<r 
As&mblie - Houſe and place appointed for them', do keep 
the hour of meeting preciſely, and whoſoever comes after 
the rime , or ſhall be found abſent at the calling of the Rols,F' 
tro be cenſured as the Asſemblie ſees fitting ; And whateF di} 
ſo<ver Presbyreric , Burgh , ot Univerſitie » ſhall not ſend} 
Commiilioners , or Commithoners (ent from chem doe nor 
come at all ro the Asſembly , be ſummond unroſthe next 
Asſembly, and cenſured as the Asſembly ſhaſ[l find rea- * 
ſonabl=. E | | 
1 11. That foure perſons of reſpett have warrant from the * 
| Asfembyl to injoynethat there be no ſtanding, no din, nor | 
ditorderly behaviour 3 And if any ſhall diſobey them, or dis 
rect his ſpeech toany , except tothe Moderator', and that | 
one at once with leave at firſt asked and given, to be rebaked } 
publikely by the Moderator : And if he defiſt;not be remoy- - 
, edout of the Asſcmbly for that Seſſion. _ 5 
I V. That no motion come in unto the Asſemhly but by - 
the Committee appointed for matters of that nature: And 
_ if the Committee refuled to anſwer the ſame, let it be pro. 
poned'tothe Asſembly with the reaſons thereof, s 
' V. Thatthe minutes of 11k Seſſion be read before their ri- 
fing , andif the matter concerne the whole Kirk, letitbe || 
drawn up in forme and read in the beginning of the nexten» |} 
ſuing Sesſion , that the Asſembly may judge whether or not | 
it bce according to their minde. 4 
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AT anent the demolishing of Idolatrous 
CMonuments* 


POraſwuck as the Asſembly is informed , that in divers |} 
; Places of this Kingdome , and ſpecially in the North } 
parts of the ſame , many [dolatrons Monuments , a) 
A d: rm j -_ —— har. — - . ap an 
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.J: . » . Aſembly, 1640; 93 
"7 an 4 made for Religious worſhip » are yet extant, Such as 
«x4 Crucifixes , Images of Chrift , Mary » and Saints depart 
ei: cd ,- ordaines' rhe faids Monuments to be. taken down, 
af demoliſhed, and deftroyed , and thar wtrh all conyenient 

' diligence s And that the care of this work ſhall be incym- 

| bent rothe Presbyterics and Provinciall Asſcmblies within 

| this Kingdome , and their Commifhoners to report theit 

- diligence herein to the next General Asſembly. 


| IR IT = —_ 


— 


A®G againſt V Vitches and Charmers. 


He Asſerably ordainesall Miniſters within the Kingdos 
me, carefully to take notice of Charmers, Witches, and 
all ſuch abuſers of the people, and tourgathe Aſs of Par- 


re | liament, to beexecute againſt them : And: thatthe Come : 
4 | misſioners from the Asſembly to the Parliament , ſhall re< - 
,-. | commend tothe ſaid ſupreme udicatory ,| the care of the = 


-. execution of the Lawes againſt ſuch perſons in the moſt be 
"= hoovefull way» 
1 


%. 


ee. _- — 


Sefl. 5. Aug.1. 1640. 
AF for cenſuring ſpeakers againſt the 


Covenant. 


n 


He Asſembly ordaines , that ſuch as have ſubſcribed the 
Covenznrt and ſpeakes againſt the ſame , if he be a Mini- 
ter, ſhaſl be deprived: And if he continue ſo, being de- 
prived » ſhall be excommunicate : And ifhe be any; other 
man , ſhall be &calt with as perjured , and fatisve publikely 
for his perjury» 
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| 'Seſ. 10. 5. Aug. 1640. 
Dy | AF againf Expedtants refuſing to ſubſcribe | 


the Covenant. 


*. 4 


_ 


a ' 


Y 


THe Asſembly ordaines, that if any ExpeGtant ſhall refuſe JY- 
to \ubſcribe the Covenant, he ſhall be deelared uncapable 'F) * 
of a Pedagogie,'teaching of a School, reading ata Kirk, Pre- "J' 
aching within a Presbyterie , and ſhall gor have libertic of 
reſiding within a Burgh , Univerſitic, or Colledge: Andif *? 
. they continue obſtinate , ro be procesſed 


= - ſs 
Fo \ "THe General Aftembly appoints the next! Aſſembly; to bein Se | 
I Andrews the thirdTueſday of July 1641. 4nd that the Moder azo 


' "bn 4 convenient way» by the ſecret Councell - or otherwiſe as may beſt T 
: ſve, vequeſt the Kings Majeſtic to ſend by Commiſſioner to the ſaid 
| Aſſembly, And if any exigent fallout, that the Precbyterie of Edine | 
- burgh giue «dvertiſement for an 4ſſanb\ pro re nata. 4 
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+ THE 
—_— CENERALL. . 
Holden at St. Andrews, and Edinburgh. 1641. 


acl —__— _ . 7 


SeſeI. 26. 7rly 1641. 
| John Earle of Weymes, His CMajeſties Commiſſionery 
preſented His AMajeſties 1,ctter tothe Aſembly , 
whereof the tenor followeth. 


"—_ 


kh way 5 7 » | 
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Ruftie amd we:lbeloved, Wee greet you 
well. It:is noſmall part of Our Royall 
ATE carcandcleſires, that the true Reformed 
Fl Religion , wherein by thegrace of Gods 
TE We reſo'lve to live and dye, be ſertled 
EF peaceably in that Ourancient and native 
37 SES Kingdon 1c of Scotland., and thar the ſame 
4 becruly taught, and univerſally received and profesſed by 
- JF. Our Subjects there , ofall degrees. For preventing ofall 
4 diviſion and trouble hereafter, We did intend in Our Own 
Royall Perſon, to have be:en preſizntat this Asfemblyz bur 
conceiving it to be unfittin g ,to detaine the Miniſters from 
their particular charges, 1:1lche time of Our coming tn the 
F Parliament. We have reſolved ro make knowne unto you 
J Þy. theſe , and by Qur Clommiſſipner , Thati n ma 
$a | | | n 


=. The Generall 
ching Parliatnent, it is Our intention by Our authority, toll / 
ratifie and confirm the Conſtitutions of the hate Asſembly at. 
Edinburgh , that they may be obeyed. by all Our Subjetts 
' Iiving 1n thac Our Kingdome. And that We will takeinto” 
Our Royall confideration, by what meanes the Churches 
belon ging.to Our preſentation , when any of them ſhall hap= 
- pen to vaik|, may be beſt provided with well qualiffed Pres; 
achers: Like as Weare not unwilling to grant preſenta 
- tions unto ſuch as in theſe times of trouble have entred into! 
J the Miniſterie , providing they have been examined by the! 
© Presbyteries, and approved by them: Becauſe We wantnot 
q Our own feares of rhe decay of Learning in that Church and ? 
Kingdome , We intendalio ro conſider of the beſt meanes * 
for helping the Scooles and Colledges of Learning eſpeci-'} 
ally of Divinity , that there may be ſuch a number of Pre- © 
achers there, as that each Pariſh havinga Miniſter, and the © 
Goſpelbeing preached inthe moſt remote parts of the King- | 
dome, all Our Subje&s may taſte of Our care in thar kinde, - 
. .andihave more and more cauſeto blesſe God that we are ſer 
overthem: And finally, fo render is Our care, thar it ſhall 
not be Qur fault if the Churches and Colledges rhere flouriſh © 
notin Learning and Religion : For which Royall reſtimonie 
of Our goodnefſe, We require nothing upon your part, bur Þ}' ,,. 
thar which God hath bound you uvto, even that you be. | :; 
faithfull in the charge commitred unto you, and care for: 
the ſoules of the people : Thar you ſtudy Peace and Unity © 
amoneſt your ſelves, and amongft rhe people, againſt all 
Schiſme and Faction ; and that you not only pray for Us, - 
bur thar yon teach rhe People , Which Wetruſtare not un» | ., 
willing to pay th?t honourand obedience which they owe Þ 1; 
unto Us, as tvs Vicegerent (er over them, fortheirgood; Þ| c. 
wherein We expe you will by yeur good example goe. bee 
fore them. Which koping you will doe, We bid you farewell. 
From Our Court at Whitehall » the xo. day offuly 1641. br 
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4 informed, thar the ſaid Doctor Howie hath been very painfu 
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Sefl. 3. 28. July 1641: 
' AT approving the Owertures. of the 4 ſſembly at Aber- 
dene, for ordering the Aſſembly- Houſe 5. 


JH: Overtures for ordering the Aſſembly-Houſe, givett 

into 3 and approved by the Aſſembly of Aberdene the 29. 
July 1640, Att Sefl, 2. were openly read, and again appra- 
ved by this Aſſembly , and ordained tobe kept the whole 


'time thereof. 


+ ——_I______ 


a—_ 


Sell. 5. 30. July 1641. 
AF anent old Miniſters bruiking their Benefies, 


Tic Aſſembly having conſidered the Supplication giveh in 


by Dottor Robert Howie, Proveſt of the pew Colledge of 


|S. Andrews , whereby he craved , that (notwithſtanding 


ofhis diſmiſlion of bis charge) he ſhould not be prejudged of 
his full proviſion and maintenance during his life time : The 


 Afembly thinks it fir and neceſſary , that his proviſion and 


maintenance ſhou!'d nor be diminiſhed , but thar he ſhould 


1njoy the{ ſame fully z asbefore , during all the gayes af 


his lifetime, and craveth his diſmiſſion to be only but 2 cel- 
ſarion from his charge, becauſe of his age and inabilicy: And 
declares, that old Miniſters and profeſſors of Divintie, 


ſhall notby their ceſſation from their charge, through age 
'} and inabilitie, be pur from injoing their old maintenance 65 
{4 dignity. And recommerds this and others the like things » 
4} concerning the eſtas of thar Univerſite of S. Andrews , ta 
| the Parliament, and theViſiration to be appointed from the 


Asſembly. & Parliament. And likewiſe the Asſembly bein 


In his charge, and rhat he hath divers papers which would be 
very profitable for the Kirk.: Therefore they think fit, thats 


7} tie ſaid doftor Howie be defired to collect theſe papers , 


Þ whi Cc & may be profitable for tho uſe of the: 
-Þ Which docth{concerne, may oC br ble £ ike 


_ The Generall _ +» - nl 
Kirk, tharthe ſamine may be ſhowneto the Viſtors ofthe | 
ſaid Univerſitie. | py 


ct | —_ _y — 3 ver 
. Sef. 8. 2. Aug. 1641. ameridie. | 
AF againſt ſuddenreceiving Miniſters depoſed. 


He Asſembly ordaines,that Miniſters who are depoſed ei-J 

ther by Presbyteries, Synods, or General! Asſembies, or: 
Committees from Asſemblies for the publike cauſe of the rc: 
Reformarion andora»r ofthis Kirk,ſhall nor be ſuddenly re=M 
ceived againe to the Niniſterie , till they firſt evidence their Y } 
repentance both before the Presbyrerie and Synod , within 0 Pr, 
the bounds where they were depoſed, and thereafter the ſa- || nv; 
mine reported to the next enſuingGenerall Asſembly. i b-Qi 


-— 
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| Seſſ.g. Aug. 3. 1641. 


The Overtures under written , concerning the Univerſities and 
Colledges ofthis Kingdome to berepreſented by theGenerall Aſiem- | 
bly . to the Kings Majeſty and Parliament, b-img openlyread, 
the Allembly approved the ſaids Overtures , and ordained them th; 

tobe recommended to the Parliament. W % = 


Þi*> becauſe the good eſtate both of the Kirk and Com- | flid 
monwealth z dependeth mainly upon the flouriſhlag of /Þ ia 1 
Univerſities and Colledges , as the Seminaries of both » | kee 
which cannor be expected, unleſſe the poore meanes which , || tra 
they have, be helped , and ſufficient revenues be provided | Nat 
for them and the {ame well imployed : Therefore that out: Þ| and 
of the. rents of prelacies ;. Cellegiat or Chapter-Kirks, or ||| the 
inch like, aſufficient maintenance be provided for acom- || itn 
petentnumber of Profeſſors, Teachers , and Burſers in all. oth 
faculties, and eſpecially in Divinitie » and for npkolding ,. || the 
repairing , and enlarging the Fabrick of the Colledges , | tio: 
furniſhing Libraries, and ſychlike good uſes in eycry Uni= | ry 
veriitic and Co)ledge. : II. } edi 


Aſſembly, 1641- 99 
43 HI. Next for keeping of good order , prevecning and res 
2 moving of abuſes, andpromoving ef pietie and learning, it is 
"4 very needfull 8 expedient, rhat there be a communion and 
{correſpondencie' kept berwixtall rhe Univerfitiesand Col- 
ledges. And therefore that ir be ordained ,:thar'there be 
a meeting once every year at ſuch times andplaces as ſhall be 
agreed upon , of Commiſſioners from every Univerfiry and 
Colledge to conſult and determine upon the common affairs, 
and: whatſoever may concerne them , for rhe ends abovs- 
ſpecified , and whoalſo, or ſome of their number may rE= 
Y preſent what ſhall be needfull and expedienr for the ſame ef- 
2 fect , to Parliaments and Generall Asſemblies. FE 
4 JI11. Item, Thar ſpecial care be had that the places of the 
1. Profefiors, eſpecially of Profeſſors of Divinitylin every U-' 
- | niverfity and Colledge , Be filled with the ableſt men » and 
beſt aftected to rhe Keformarion and order of this Kirk. 


4 
N— 


= — 


Seſl. 10. Auguſt 4. 1641s 
Fl | A again#t Imptety and Schiſme, 


z| 1 ir Aſſembly ſeriouſly conſidering the preſent caſe and 
? L Condition of this Kirk and Kingdome , what great | 
things the Lord hath done for us, eſpecially ſince the re= 
| newing of our Covenant, norwithſtanding our former back= 
1- | ſliding and deſertion 3 andif we ſhall either become ;remiſſe 
f $10 the dueties of Piery, or ſhall xot conſtantly hold ang 
i» | Keep our Religion » unto which we have bound aur ſelves ſo 
h | firairly and folemnly , what diſhonour we doe unto the 
d | Name of God before men , who haye their eyes uyon us , 
ut} and how great judgements we bring upon our ſelves , upon 
or || theſe and rhe like conſiderations. 'Vhe Aﬀembly doth finde 
n- | it moſt neceſſary to ftirre up themſelves , and to; provoke all 
ll. y others both Miniſtersahd people of all degrees , not only to 
x, the religious exerciſes of publike worſhip ir: the Congrega= 
$ , | on, and of private worſhip intheir famy\ies , and of eve- 
= | Ty one by themſelves apare, bur alſoro the: duceies of mutual 
4 <ditication , by inftrution, admoniriog; , exhorting one 
G2 | another 


LY 
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another to fordwardnefle in Religion , and comforting.onel 
another in whatſoever diſtreſſe ; ard that in all rheir meets. 
ings, wither in the way of ciyill converſation , or byreafaji} ,” 
of their particular callings, or any other occaſion offered by: * 
divine providence » tio corrupt communicationproceed oufif © 
of cheir mouth , but char which is good to the ule of edify 0 
Ing , that it may miniſter grace unto the hearers : And be} i 
cauſe the beſt means have been, and may ſtill be deſpiſed af} &' 
abuſed , and particularly the duetie of mutual edificationy 
Which hath been ſo little in uſe, and ſo few know how tg 
praRuſe in the right manner , may be upon the one part ſubJ, 
Jed to the mocking of ungodly and worldly mer, who cans 
not:endure that in others , which they are not willing to pra 
Ciſe themſelyes , ard upon the other part, to many error. 
and abuſes , to which the godly through their weaknes may g 
Tall, or by the craftinefſe of others may be drawn into, 
ſuch as are Error, Herefie , Schiſme, Scandal , Self-consff the 
"ceit, and defpiſing of others, prefling above the common}. 02% 
calling of Chriſtzans , and uſurping that which 1s preper tofþ V9 
the Paſtoral Vocation, contempt or miſregard of the pubel| 1<fl: 
like means, idle and unprofitable queſtions which edifie notj} Ge! 
unCharitable cenſurings, negle@of duries in particular cal cn! 
ings -, bufineſſe in other mens Matters and Callings, and} 
many ſuch others in doftrine, charity and manners, which 
have dolefully rent the bowels ot other Kirks , tothe great 
prejudice ofthe Goſpe):; : 
_ » Thereforethe Aſſembly , moved with the zeal of God as 
inſt al abuſes and corruprions ,” and according to theit 
manifold obligations , moſt carneſtly deſiring and thirfting 
to promove the work of Reformation, and to have the com? 
fort avd power of the true godlineſle ſenſible to every ſoul 
and Religion ro be univerſally practiſed in every Family, and - 
by every perſon ar all occaſions, Dorh charge all the Minis T 
ſters and Members of this Kirk whom they doe repreſent; 
'that accordivg to their ſeveral places and vocations, theyſſtwel: 
endeayour to lupprefle all impiety and mocking of religtououml! 
Exerciſes , eſpecially of ſuch as put foule aſperſions, andſefan 
factious or odious names upon the godly, And upon the 
other part that inthe ſear of God they þs aware and ſpl 
| 4 davis ruay 
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4 eually wiſe, that under the name and- pretext of religious 
" J exerciſes, otherwayes lawful and neceſſary, they fall not 
*F inro the aforeſaid abuſes; eſpecially, thar they eſchey all 
= meetings which are apt to breed Error , Scandall , Shciſme, 
wy. negle&t of dueties. and particular callings , and ſuch other 

/ evils as'are the works , not of che ſpirit, but of the ficſh, 
28 and are contrary to truth and peace ; ard that the Presbyts- 
\ rjes and Synods have a careto take order with ſuch as trans» 
'grefle the one way or the other. whe 


C 
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Seff.14. 6. Auguſt 164. 2 Meridie. 


A ancnt Novations, 


nay Gloce it hath pleaſed God to. vouchſafe us the libertie of ' 
4) yearly General Aﬀſemblies, It is ordained according to . 
the Acts of the Aſſembly at Edinburgh 1639, and at Aber= | 
dene 1640. that no Novation in Doctrine; Worſhip ,: or * 
"Government, be brought in , crpractiſed inthis Kirk , un- - 
bel} 1efle it be firſt propounded , examined, and allowed in the 


10t; General Afembly , and that transgreſlors in this kindehbe * 
all cenſured by Presbyteries and Synods. | 
and} doen | | abs 

ich} | {3 Ph 

ear At. Seſl. 15. 7. Auguſt. 1641. 

TY | Overtures anent Burſars , and ExpeGtants. 

in The Overeures under-written being openly read in audience of ehs 
WW Aſſembly , were approved'; and declarcd by them to be Afts 
al of the Aſſembly, mall time coming, #0 be obſerved reſpeAive, * 


as the ſamine bears. 


116 , — 
ny THe Aſſembly thinks meet for maintaining of Burſars 
nt, of Divinitie, that every Presbyterie thar conſiſts of 


wtvelve Miniſters ſhall maigrain a Burſar , 'and where the 
QJoumber is fewer nor twelve , ſhall be joyned with theſe out: 
Wot another Presbyrerie where their number exceeds ; where 
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this courſe is nat already kept, it is to be begun without 
langer delay, andevery Provincial is ordained to give an ac-? 
compt of their nymber of Burlars, thar is conſtantly to be 
entertained by their Province, atthe next enſuing General: 

FE: Noexpedtant ſhall be permitted to preach in publike?J. 
before a Congregation , -rill f:ſt he be rryedafcer the Jameſh — -- 


\'> 
& . 
$ - 
"0 
4. 
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manner » howhei nor altozerher with that accuracie which C 
151njoyned by the alt of the Aﬀembly of Glaſgow 1638. which] | J 
ſpreſcribes the order and manner of tryail > thar is to be kept. , 
with theſe who are to be admitted ro tize holy Miniſtrie! and® t 
noue fotryed ſhall preach in publike , without the bounds? ; 


ofthe Univerſity or Presbyrerie where he paſt his zryalls, till? 
he firſt make it known to the other Presbyreries , where he © 
deſires to be heard , by ateſtimoniall from the Univerfitie® : 
or Presbyterie:where he lived , thathe hath bin of an honeſt 
converſation , and paſt his tryalls conform to the order here” | © 
preſcribed : Which being done'in the meeting of the Pro- © 
vince or Presbyterie, where he deſires to be heard; he is ro 4 
be allowed by themro preach within the bounds of thar Pro- ; 
vince or Presbyteric , without any further tryall to be raken 
of him. eg $Þ A 
_ TIL Expedants being educare in a Colledge that was cor-" 
rupt,, or under a corrupt Miniſter, if they themſelves have © 
been known to have been tainted witherror , or eppofite to 
our Covenant, and the blesſed Work of Reformation within 
this Kuk , the fame orderis.to be keprin admitting them to 
the holy Miniſtrie, or ro any. place in the Colledzes or : 
Schooles of this Kingdome, that was ordained to hor in | . + 
adpiiſlion oftheſe Miniſters who, fled our of the Countrey , ] 
and.ſhew chemſelycs oppoſite ro. our Covenant and Refor=: 
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Act 'Seff.. 17. Auguſt 9. 164t. 
Ad againſt unlawfull Bands. ' 


We | fv Asſembly taking to their conſideration the quez 


ſtion proponedjunto them concerning the Band , the 


=. copy whereof was preſented before them from the Pare | 
4 lament, doth find and declare thar Bands of this and the ike 


nature , may not lawfully be made : By which Declaration 
the Asſemvly doth not intend to bring any cenſure for what 
Is paſtzand by the wiſedome and care of the Committee of the 
Parliament 1s taken away , upon any perſon, whobeing re- 
quired by the: Moderator and the Clerk , ſhall under bis 
hand declare before them, Thar as the Asſembly doth finde 
that the ſubſcribers are not aſtrited by their Oath to the te= 
nor of the faid Band , ſo he findeth himſelf nor to be aſtrict- 
ed by his Oath ro the tenor thereof; but the intention of the 


Asſembly 1s meerly to prevent the like intime coming, 
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Seſl. 18- ge Auguſt 1641. 4 meridte. 
A Letter from ſome Miniſters in England 
to the Aſſemblie. 


Right Reverend and dear Brethren , now conveened mn this 
Generall 4ſiambly, 


| WE: moſt heartily ſalute you in the Lord, rejoycing 


with you in his unſpeakable goodnesſe, ſo miraculous- 
ly proſpering your late endeavours » bath for thereſtoring 
and ſerrling of your own Liberties and Priviledges , in 
Church and common wealth ( which we heare and hope he 
is now about toaccompliſh.) asalſo for the occaſioning and 


advancing ofthe Worke of Reformation among our (elves; 


for which as wedaily blesſe the higheſt Lord , ſole Author 
of all onr good » ſo doe weacknowledge your ſclves worthy 
Inſtruments thereof, And for thar ( beſides all other re- 
ſpefts ) doe, and ever ſhall (by the help of God) hold 
you 


. oO: 5 
R 


04 . TheGenerall _ 
you deareunto us, as ovr own bowels, and our ſelves obs} 
liged to render nntoyou all due correſpondence-according tg} 


\ 


our power, uponall good occafjons. 


And now ( deare Brethren) foraſnach aste Church of} 
Chriſt is but one body , each part were of cannor bur partake ;}| 
In the weale and-woe of the whole , and of Each other part 3 | 
and theſe Churches of England and Scorland , may ſeem both i 
' £obeimbarqued in the ſame borrome , to fink and \wim ro= IF 

ether, andare ſo near conjoyned by many (trong yes, not! 
only as fellow-members under the ſame Head Chriſt , and 
Fello'v-ſubjedts under the ſame King ; bur alſo by ſuch” 
neighbour-hood and vicinity of place, thar if any evil ſhall * 
much infett the one > the «ther cannot bee alrogether free; ' 
Qr if tor the preſent it ſhould, yet in proceſſe of timeit © 
would ſenſibly ſuffer alſo. And foraſmuch as evils are bet ' 
xer remedied in their firſt beginning , then after they have 
"Once taken deep root z therefore we whoſe namesare here | 
under-written , .in the behalf of our ſelves , and of many 


pthers , Miniſters of the Church of England are bold ro com- 
mend to-yaur conſideration ; being met together in this ves 
nerable Aﬀembly: ) a Gifference of great concernment, 


which you may pleaſe { in brief) thus ro underſtand. Al-. 


_.. mighty Godhaving now of his of infiinite goodneſle raiſed up 
our hopes of removing the yoke of Epiſcepacie ( under 
which we have ſo long groaned ) ſundry other forms of 
Church-government are by ſundry ſorts of men projetted, 
to be ſetup in the roome 6 E, : Oneof which (amongſt 


others ) is of ſome Bretrhen that hold the whole power of | 
Chufch-government, & all Acts thereunto appertainiug (as*. 


Election, Ordination , and Depoſition of Officers , with Ad- 


miſſion» Excommunication , & Abſolution of Members) are | 
by divine Ordinance #n foro externo, to be decreed by the moſt | 


yoices, in, andofevery particular Congregation , which 


{ſay they ) is the urmoſt boand of a particular Church : en» | 


dued with power of Government, & only ſome Formalities 
ot ſolemne execurion ro be reſerycd tothe Officers (as ſer- 
vants of the faids Church ) if they have any , or if none , then 


to be performed by ſome other members , nor in office, - 
whom theſaid Church fhal appoint thateunto , And that 
6 every 
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S- : every ofthe (id particular Congregations (whether they 


conſiſts ef few or many Members, and be furniſhed with 
Offices or net) lawfully may & ought ro rransact, derermine 
» &execure all matters pertaining to the government of them- 


+ 4: ſelves amongſt&irhin themſelves withour any authoritative 
bY SS (chough nor conlulatory concurrence or intexpoſition of any 


other perfons or (..hurches whatſoever, condemning all ime 
erative and deciſive power of Clasſes , or cempound Pres= 
yteries and Synods, as a meere uſurpation. Now becauſe 
we conceive that your judgement in this caſe may conduce 
much by the bleiling ofG od, to the ſertling of rhis queſtion 


il I among{t us; Theretore we doe earneſtly 1nrreat the ſame at 
-- | ' your hands, and thar ſo much the rather, becauſe we ſome= 
i times hear from thoſe of rhe aforeſaid judgement, that ſome 
i > famous and eminent Brethren , even amongſt your ſelves, 
© | doe ſomewhar encline unto an approbatien of that way of 
2 '}F government, Thus humbly craving pardon for our bold- 
r. nesſe., leaving the matter to your grave conſiderations, and 
7 expeCting anſwer at your convenient 'leaſure , We commit 
# you z and rhe ſ{ucces(e of this your meeting » to the bleilin 
» of the Almighty , 10 whom we ſhall ever remaly. 2 
; London , 12. Jay. 1641. Your ſeithfullBrethren to ſerve 
: | = | yort in al offices of love: | 
f cog wy | By" 
» a, | : | 
: -- The Aſſemblies Anſwer tothe English .' 
of | Miniſters Letter.” | ; 
; | Right veverend and dearly beloved Brethren in our Lord and % 

: common Saviour Feſus Chriſt, * hab . 
| Eethe Miniſters and Elders met topether in this Natie- 
"1 nall Asſembly, were notalitile refreſhed and comfor= 
ted by the good report which 'we heard of you » and others \ 
: of our Brethren of the Kirk of England, by ſome of our Mi- 
L niſters', who by the good providence of our Lord had fcen 
* your faces , and converſed with yous But now yet more 
comforted by your Leteers which we received , and which 
Ou 0 G5 were 
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were read in the face of the Asfembly , witneſling your '} 
Chriitian love, and rejoycing with us in God for his grear-: 
and wonderfull Work in rhe Reformation of rhis Kirk , and * 
in the beginning ofa blesſed Reformation amongſt yourſel- } 
ves, and tiar you are fo ſenfible of your communion and ! 


fellowſhip with us, and to deſire to know our minde andjud= i} 


gement of that which ſome Brerhren amongſt you hold, 
\ Concerning Kirk-government. 17 
' Wedoe withour hearts acknowledge and wonder at the: 

creat and unſpeakable wiſedome, mercie, and power of our } 
God, in reſtoring unto us the rruth and puritie of Religion, } 
after many Back-ilidings and defeCtion of ſome 1n this Kirk, | 
8 deſire not only ro confesſe the ſame before the world, and” 


"Oo Oo eoe a ee ets ASS 


all other Chriſtian Kirks , but alfo doe pray for grace to walk } 


worthy of io wonderful a love: We have been helpedby your 
prayers, in our weak endeavours» & you have mourned with 
us, -( we: know ) intheday:sof our moutning ; and rierefo- 
TE Is 1t that you doe now rejoyce and praiſe God with us. 
Neittnerare we out of hope, but the ſame Goa ſhall ſpeedily . 
perfect that which he hath begun amongft you , that your 
Joy. may be full , which is'the deſire of our ſoule, and for _ 
which we doe now prav, and 1n our ſeveral] Congrega- 
tions' will. beinſtaneiac.the throne of grace » for thisand all 
other- ſpiritual} and'temporall bleſſings upon the Kirk and 
Kingdome of England , by name , expecting the like perfor- 
mance of mutuali love from you and others equally minded | 
with'yor,, for your parts, till a common conſent may be 
obtained, even that you will recommend the Kirk of Scotland 
by name in your prayersto Gad, Thus ſhall webe as one 
people , mourningand rejoycing, praying and praiſing to- 
gcther; which may be-one meane of the preſeryation of U- 
nity » and of many other bleſſings ro-us-borh. 

We have learned by long experience, ever ſince the time 
Reformation, and ſpecially after therwo Kingdomes have 
been; ( in the. great gooddnesſe of God to both) uni- 
ted under. one Head and Monarch , but moſt of all of late, 
which is not unknown to you , what danger and contigion 
in matters.of Kirk-government , of divine worſhip » and of 

doctrine , may come from the one Kirk to the other, SR 
—- | ofide 
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deſide all other reaſons make us to pray to God,'and to deſire 
you , andall that love the Honour of Chriſt , and the peace 
of theſe Kirks and Kingdomes, heartily to endeavour, 
thar there might be 1n both Kirks, one Confeſſion, one 
Directory for publicke worſhip, one Cateciſme, and one 
Forme of Kirk- government. Andif the Lord who hath 


done great things tor us , ſhallbe pleaſed to hearken unro our 


deſires, and to accept of our endeavours; wedhall not only | 
have a ſure foundation for a durable Peace , bur ſhall be 


ſtrong in God , againſt the riſing or ſpre:ding of Hereſie 


and Schiſme among(t ourſelves, and of inyaton from for- 


raine enemies. 


Concerning the diſierent Formes of Kirk-government » 
projected by ſundrie ſorts of men, tro be ſetup in place of 
Epiſcopall Hierarchie , which wertruſt is brought near unto 
1ts period, we muſt confeſſe, rhat weare not alittle grieved 
that anygodly Minifters and Brerhren ſhould be found, who 
doe not agree with other Reformed Kirks in the point of go- 
vernment as well as in the matter of Doctrine and worſhip ; 
and that we wantnot our own feares, that where the h:dge 
of Diſcipline and Government 15 different, the Doctrine and 
Worſhip ſhall not long continne rhe ſame without change : 
yet doe not marvell much , that particular Kirks and Con= 
gregations whichlive in ſuch places » as thatchey can con- 
veniently have no dependencie upon ſuperiour Aﬀemblies , 
ſhould ſtand fora kind of independ-ncie and ſupremacie in 


themſelves, they not.confidering that 1na nation or King- 


dome, profeſling the ſame Religion, the government of rhe 
Kirk by compound Presbyrteries and Synods is a help and 
ftrength , and nota hinderance or prejudice ro particular 
Congregations and Elderſhips, in all the parts of Kirk-go- 
vernment 3 andthar Presbyteriesand Synods are not an ex- 
trinſecall power ſet over particular Kirks , like unro Epiſ- 
copal dominion, they being no more to be reputed ext:1nſe- 
cal unto the particular Kirks, nor the power of a Parlizm*ent, 
or Convention of Eftates , where tbe Shirzsand Cities have 
their ow.n Delegates , 15 to.be held extrinſecal to any partt- 
Cular Shire or City. | 7 
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Our unanimous judgement and uniforme raQtice, is? | 
that according to the order _of theReformed Kirks , and 
the ordinance of God inhis Word, net onely the ſolemne 
execution of Eccleſiaftical power and authoritte, bur.the. 
whole acts and exerciſe thereof , do properly belong unto 7 
the Officers of the Kirk; yet-ſo thar in matrers of chiefeſt 7 


imporcance , the tacite conſenr of the Congrepation be had, 


before their decrees and ſentences reccive final execution, 


andtiat che Officers of a particular Congregation , may nor 
Exerciſe tis power independently , but with ſubordination 
unto greater Presbyteries and Synods, Provincial and Na- 


tional : Which as they are repreſentative of the particular 


Rirks conjoyned rogerher in one under their government 5 


fotheir determination , when they proceed orderly » whe- - 


Tacr mh cauſes common to all , or many of the Kirks , orin 


cauſes brought before them by appellations or references 


from the inferiour, in the caſe of aberation of the inferiour, 
15 tothe? ſeveral Congregations anthorirative and obligatorie 


and nor conſultatory only : And this dependencie and ſub- 


9r6:nation -. we conceive not only to be warranced by the 


- Tight of nature, which doth dire&t the Kirk in ſuch things, 


23S are common to ether ſocieties , or to be a prudential way 
for Reformation, and for the preſervation .of Truth and 
Peace, againſt Schiſme , Herefie , and Tyranny , which is 
the (weet fruits of this government whereſeever in hath 
place, and which we have found in ancient and late expe=- 
rtence; but alſo to be grounded upon the Word of God, 
and ro þe conforme to thepaterne of the Primitive and A- 

ſtolical Kirks: And withour which , neither covld the 

trks in this Kingdome have been reformed , nor were we 
able for any time to preſerye Truth and}Unity amongſt us. 


Tn this forme of Kirk - goyernment , our unanimity and + 


harmony by the mercy of God , isſo full and perfect, rhar 
all the Members of this Aſſembly have declared themſelves 
ro be of one heart, and of one ſoule, and tg be no lefle 
perſwaded, that it is of God', then that Epiſcopal govern- 
ment is. of men ; reſolving bythe grace of God, ro hold 
the ſame conſtantly all the dayes of our life, and heartily 


wiſhing that God would bleſle all the Chriſtians Kirks , ef- | 


pecially 


ET 


4G 
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pecially the famous Kirk of England, unto which in all other 
reſpeas we are ſo nearly joyned with this divine Forme of - 

.. Covernment. Thus having briefly and plainly given our 

Judgement for your fatisfattion, and deſiring and hoping - 
 tharyewill beleeye againſt all mis-reports, that we know nor 

3, fomuchasone man, more or lefle eminent amongſt ug. of a 
| different judgement, we commend you unto the riches of 
the grace of Chriſt , who will perfe& that which he had be- 

gun amongſt you , to your unſpeakable comfort. 

Subſcribed by our Moderator and Clerk. 

Edinburghg. Auguſt, 1641. 
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The Aſſemblies Anſwer to the Kings 
| MajeSties Letter. 


| Moſt gracious Soveraign , 

Eſide the conſcience of that duetie which we owe to ſu< 
preme Authority , we are not only encouraged, bur 
' confirmed by the Reyal favour and Princely munificence 
expreſſed in Your gracious Majeſties Letters , . which filled 
our hearts with joy , and our mouths with praiſe, tooffer 
up our prayers with the greater fervencie ro Uod Almightie 
for your Majefties happineſle, ourſelves for our own parts , 
and for the whole Kirks of this your Majeſties Kingdome, 
which we doe repreſent, to ſerve Your Majeſtie in. all 
humble obedience , our faithful Jabours for preſerving: 
Trueth and Peace amongſt all Your Majeſties Subjetts, and 
our egample ( according; to Your Majeſties juſt cormmand- 
ments laid upon us) to be apreſedent to'others in paying. 
that hohour , which by all Lawes divine and humane, is duc 
unto Your ſacred Majeitie , being confident that your Ma. 
jeſtic ſhall finde at your coming hither much more ſaris{afti- 

on and content rhen can expreſſed by | 
Your Majeſties weft humble Subjefts and faithful 
| Serwvants,the Mimſters ard Elders met together 
| in the vonerabke Aſſembly at St. Andrews , 
| uly 20 and Edinburgh, fuly 27. woes” 
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\ 


Att anent the Kirk of Campheir. 


TH: which day a motion was made in the Aſſembly , that Þ 
ir ſeemed expedient for correſpondencie that mighr be #*Þ 
had from forraigne parts, for the weal of this Kirk, That F: 
the Scots Kirk at Campheir were joyned to the Kirk of Scor= 
land , as a Member thereof : Which being ſerioufly 
thought upon and conſtdered by the Aſſembly , they ap - 
proved the motion , and ordained Maſter Xobert Baillie Mi-. + 
niſter at Ci wianning,,o write ro Maſter William Speng Miniſter | 
at Campheir , and Kirk - Sefſion thereof , willing them to © 
ſend rheir Miniſter , and a ruling Elder, inſtructed witha } = 
Commiſſion tothe next General Afembly.to be holden art St 
Andrews, the lait Wedneſday of July 1642. atwhichtime 
they ſhoula be 1nrolled in the Books of the General Aﬀem - 
bly, as the Commiilioners of the General Aﬀembly of Scot- 1 
land , from the Scots Kirk at Camphezr. 


— —_— 


— 
A 


T He Aſſembly appoints the next General Aſembly to 
be holden at St. Andrews, the la# Wedneſday of 
July next, 1642+ 
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Conveened at $S. Andrews, July 27. 1 642, 
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ACSE. x. 27. Zuly 1642. 
The Kings Letter to the Generall Aſfiembly , preſented 


by His IMajeſties Commiſſioner , the Earle of 
Dumfermling , Fuly 27. 1642, 


CrnaRLEs R, 


W-N the midſt of Ourgreat and weighty affaires of 
M' Our other kingdoms, which God Almighty, who 
1s privie to Onr Intentions, and in whom We 
truſt, willin 11s own time bring to a withed and 

== caccable concluſion, We are not unmindfull of 
\ thatduetie which we oweto tharOur ancient and nativeKing- 
dome, and to the Kirks there, now mer rogether by their 
Commisfioners ina Nationall Aſſembly. God whoſe Vice- 
gerent We are , hath made Usa King overdivers Kingdo« 
mes, and We haveno other deſire, nor defigne , but to - 
govern them by their own Lawes , and the Kirks in themi by 
their own Canons 2nd Conſtitutions. Where any thing 1s 
found rebe amifſe, We will endeavour a Reformation 1n2 
fair and orderly way ; and where a Reformation is ſettled , 
' We reſolve, with rhat auchoritie wherewithGod hathin veſted 


Us, to mainrain and defend it iy peace and libertic, _ 


t 


Ru. 
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all troubie that can come from without, and againſt all Heres} 
fies, Sets; and Schiſmes which may ariſe from witli, | | 
Nor do We defire any thing more m that Kingdom ( ang JI: 1 
when We ſhall hear ofit, it ſhallbea delight and marter of } 
gladneſſe unto Us) then thatthe Goſpel be faithfully pre-3]. * 
ached thronghou: the whole Kingdom, to the outmoſt skirts 3} | 
and borders thereof. Knewing that to be the mean of /ho-FÞ\. « 
nour to God, of happinefle to the people, and of true obe« 7} | « 
diexteto Us. And fot thiseffe&, that holy and able men_} | 1 
be pur in places ofthe Miniſtery, and that Schooles and Col-- | 
ledges may flouriſh in Learning and true Pietic®» Some}. © 
things for advancing of thoſe ends, We did of Our ownac= FF - f 
cord promiſe in Our Letters to the laſt Aﬀembly, and IF - 3 
We make your ſelves Judges s who where witnesſes to | . 
n 
þ 
C 


" Our Attions , while We were there in Perſon , whe- 'Þ 
thr we did not perform them both in the point of preſenta# Þ} 
tions which are in our hands, and in the liberal] proviſion of - 
allche Univerſities and Colledges of the Kingdome , nor . 
only above that which any of Our Progenitors had done i, 
before. Us; but alſo above your owne hopes and expecta- 
tion. We doe not make commemoration of rhts Our Bene- 
ficence, either to pleaſe Our ſelves, or to ſtop the influence 
of Our Royall goodnefle and Bountie for afterward, but that 

_ by theſe reall demonſtrations of Our unfained defres and de- 
light ro do good , you may be tlie more confident to expect fj _ 
from Us, whatſoeverin Juſtice We can grant, or what ma 
be expedient for you ro obtaine. We have given expreſle 
Ehargeto Our Commiſſioner, to ſe? that all things be done, 
there orderly and peaceably, as if We were preſent in Our 
Own Perſon; not doubting bur in thankfulnefle for your 
preſent eſtate and condition , you will abſtaine from eyery 
thing that may make any new Liharheace , and that.you wil | »= 
be more wiſe then tobe the enemies of your ewn peace , 
which Sould but ſtumble others, and ruine your ſelves« , 

We have alle commanded Our Commiiſjoner to receive, | 

38 from you your juſt and reaſonable deſires , for what may *| ,, 

3 further ſerve for the good of Religion , rhar taking themto } x 

Our conkgeration , We may omit nothing which may wt; 

| nesſe 
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-F; - fiesfe Usto be indeed a nurfng Father of that Kirk , whe« 


rein We were born and baptized , and thar if ye be not hap- 
J. py , you may blame.not Us, but your ſelves. And now 
4. What doe Weaguin require of you, but that which other= 
Us as your Soveraigne Lord and King: ever 
r proſpericie and the peace of Qur King= 


tharye pray for O 


F I domes, thatye uſe the belt meanes tokeep Our People in 
*T| obedience to Us and Our Liawes, which doth very much- 
'J in Our perſonall abſence from that Our Kingdome depend 


your preaching, and your owne examplary loyaltic 


upo 
ithfulnefſe , and that againſt all ſuch jealouſies » ſuſpi- 


I and 


f 


A. tions and finiſfter rumors as are too frequent in theſe times , 


Y - and have been ofcen falſified in time paſt , by the reality 
F of the contrary events: Ye judge Us and Our profeflions 
-Þ by Ouratctions, which we cruſt through God in deſpight of 
j. malice ſhall ever go on ina conſtant way for the good of 
F Religion , and the weal of Our People , which is the 
Chieteſtiaf Our intentions and defires- And thus We bid 

ou farewell. Given at Our Court at Leiceſter, bs 23, of 


fuly , 1642, 


. ToOur tru ſly and wel beloved the Gencrall 
. Aſſembly mour Kingdom of Scotland 
conveened at S. Andrews. 


[ 


te Aha 


—__—— 


— — —c Re 


A@Seſf 3. Fulyz9. 1642: 
Al for briuping in of the Synode Books yeerly 
to the General Aſiemblies. 


— 


{ 


He Moderator calling to minde that which was forgote 
| ten in the preceeding Seſſions, the examination of the 
Proyincial Books , cauſed call the Roll of the Provigciall 
Aﬀemblies, And the Aﬀembly finding very few Provinces 
to have ſent their Books to this Aſſembly , norwithſtanding 
of the ordinance of the former Afſembly thereanens, for 
the more exat obedience of _ ordinance hereafter x 


thy, 
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the Afembly inone voyce ordaines, Ther rhe Books of eye- - 0 
ry Provincial Aſſembly ſhall be brought and produced ro } 
every General Aflembly : And that this nav be{performed 5} 
ordaines that every Clerk of rhe Provincials , either bring i}; 
or ſend the ſaid Books yearly to the General Aſſemblies, by 
the Commiſſioners ſent to the Aſſemblies, from theſe Pres=! 


7 Sag where the Clerks refide.. Which charge the Aﬀſem= T 
ly 


'1 8 
28 + 
; 

; 


alſo layes upon the ſaid Commiſlioners , ſent from the 2} 
{aids Presbyreries where the Clerks reſide, ay and while FJ. 
ſoine meanes be provided , whereby the Clerks charge&'may 

be ſuſtained for coming with rhe ſaids Books themſelves: 
And that under the pain of deprivation of rhe Clerk , in? 

caſe of his negle&, and of ſuch cenſure of the ſaids Come F 
miſlioners, in caſe of their negle& as the Aſſembly ſhall © 
think convenient. p 


bk — 


AQ SEN. 5. Auguſt i. 1642. 
AT anent the chooſing of Kirk Seſſions. 


| oe the queſtion moyed to the Aſſembly , concerning ' 

the eleftion of Kirk Seflions» The Afembly ordaines. 

the old Seflion to eleCt the new Sefſion both in Burgh and 
Land. Andrthartif any place ſhall yaik in the Seflion cho« 

ſen, by death or otherwiſe, the preſent Seſſion ſhall. have if « * 
the election ofthe perſon to fill the vacand roome, 


| IIS 


————_ 
— 


Sefl. 6. 2, Auguſt 1642. 


+ The So” of the Interpretation of the AF at 
| | - burgh, Anent tryabof Miniſters. 


1 meaning of the foreſaid At, is not tharanaQtual'] © 
42 Minifter to berranſported', hall be tried again þy the } 
tryals appointed for trying of Expettrts , at their entry to. | .. 
the Miniſtery, accordivg to the Ads of the Kirk ; but on | 
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ly thathe bringing a Teſtimonial of his former tryals , and 
of his abilities, and converſation, from the Presbyterie 
fiom whence he comes, and giving {uch ſatisfaction to the 
ParochinersPresbyrerie whereto he comes in preaching , as 
the Presbyterie finds his gifcs- fir and: anſwerable forthe 


condition, and diſpoſition of the Congregation , wherets 


he is preſented. Becauſe , according.to the Aﬀt of the Af 


| J ſembly 1596. renewed at Glaſgow, tome chat are meerfor 


the Miniſtery in ſome places, are not meet for allalike : 


þlemens refidence , or frequencie of Papilts, and- other 
= and eminent Congregations: and: in ſundry otherca-- ' 


Hes, require men of greater abilities , nor will be required” 
neceſſarily 1n the planting of all-private-ſmallParoches., rhe- 


leaving of the conſideration of theſe caſes unto the judge= 
ment and conſideration of the Presbyterie , was the oply 
intention of the Act, | Y 
The Aftembly approves the meaning and mer prejtien foreſad : 
And appoints the ſaid AR , according ten W915 interpretd- 
tion, to ſtand m force , andto bave uhe ſtrength of an Af 
and ordinance of Aſiembly in all time coming. 


CCC 


A&Sell. 7. 3. Auguſt 1642. 
AT anent the order for making Lifts ro His CMaje® 
ſtie, and other Þ atrons for Preſentations; The 
' order of tryal of Expeftants, and for 

trying the quality of Kirks . 


T7 Orſameikle as His Majeſtie was graciouſly pleaſed:iin-His 
KL Anſwer to the Petition , rendriedby the Commilſſoners 
of the late Aſſembly to His Majeſtic , ro: declare and pro= 
miſe , for the becter providing, of vatking Kirks. at His Mar 


* jeſties Preſentation with qualified Miniſters , ro-preſent one 


our of a liſt of ſix perſons, ſent to His Majeſtie from the 
'Presbyteries wherein the vaiking Kirk lyeth., as His Mye- 


the 
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the 3, of Zamary laſt, regiſtrare in the books of Aflembly , 4 |; 
this day at length beares. And ſuchlike whereas the Lords + I. 


_—of Exchequer upona Petition preſented ro them by the 


Commiſſioners of the Generall 4fembly , and the Procu- 4 


ratorand Agent forthe Kitk repreſenting two Prejudices3 || f ; 
one,, thatgiftsobtained from His Majeſtie of Patronages of - 3Þ. 


Kirks, at His Preſentation were paſſing the Exchequer , 
withoutthe qualification and proviſion of a Liſt, wherewith 
Hs Majeſtie was pleaſed to reſtri&t himſelf; and: the other, 
that ſome were ſeeking giftsof patronage of Biſhop-Kirks ,. 
which are declared tro belong to Presbyteries , to be planted 
by rwoActs of the late Parliament , The aids Lords have 
ordained that no ſignator , containing gifts of patronages 
from His Majeſtie, ſhall paſſe hereafter , bur witha ſpeciall 
roviſion thatthe ſame ſhall be lyable to the tenor of Ris Ma- 
jlte {1d Declaration. Ordaining alſo the Procurator & A- 


gentofthe Kirk to be advertiſed;&to have place to ſee all ſig= 


nators whatſoever , containing any patronage , tothe effect © ** 


ny may repreſent the intereſt of che Kirk thetein;asthe ſaid 
AQ of the date the 27,0f7unelaſt,regiſtrare alſo in theBooks 
ofAſſembly,this day at length beares. Therefore that the ſaids 


Kirks which now are, or which were at His Mijeflies pre- 


ſentarionthe ſaydrhird day of Famary laſt , may be the betrer 


provided withable Miniſters, when the famine ſhall vaik » | 


The Aſſembly orgaines thar hereafter every Presbyterie 
ſhall give up ycarly 2a Roll of the ableſt of their Expectants, 


. *totheirSynods;and that the Synods ſelett our of theſe Rolls g , 
ſuch perſons whom they in certain knowledge judge moſt fit 'þ 


for the Mimltrie,and worthieſt of the firſt place, With Pow= 


er tothe Synods to adde oralter theſe Rolls givenby the Þ, 


, Presbyter1es,as they thinke reaſonable: And that the Synods 
ſhall ſend the Rolls made by them in this manner,ro rhe next. 
Generall Afembly, who ſhall alſo examine the Rolls of th 


Synods, and adde or alter the ſame as ſh1ll be rhought expe= 


dient. Which Roll made by the Generall Aflembly , ſhall be 


ſent to every Presbyrerie,& that the Presbyrerie, with cone: 
ſent of the moſt or beſt part of theCongregation,ſhall make a] 
| Liſt of fix perſonswilling to accepr of the preſentation our of |: 
- thtRoll oftheAſſembly,upon every occalion of vacation of F. 
37 | nk any'y” 
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5 I any Kirk within their bounds, and ſhall ſend the ſamine,toge 


ther with a blank preſencation's The which” (if His Majeſty 


| beParrontothe vacantKirk) ſhall be ſent by the ſaid Pro- 


i}; curatorand Agent, to ſuch as the Commiſſioners of the Ge« 
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4} nerall Agembly, or intheir abſencethe Presbyrerie of Edin: 


burgh: ſhall dire& and think ar that rime moſt ble and willing 
to obtain the preſentation , to beſignedandfilled up by His 
Maj. choiſe of one of the Liſt. And if the yacant Kirk be ofa 
Patronage diſponed by His Majeſty fince the 3. of Famary, 
in that caſe either the Presbyteries themſelves ſhall ſenda 


1  Liſtofſix perſons in maner aforeſaid , witha blank preſen- 


tation tothe Patron, to be filled upby his choiſe,&ſubſcribed 


? { orſerd the ſamine to the ſaids Officers of the Kirk, tobe cone 
', veyedbythemto the Patron of the yvaiking Kirk,as the Pres® 


bytene ſhall think moſt expedient. ir isalwayes declared, 
that this order ſhall be without prejudice to thePresbyrgries, 
with conſent foreſaid , ro put attual Miniſters upon'the*faid 
Liſt of fix perſons,to be ſentro the Patron of the ſaid vaiking 
Kirks; if they pleaſe. And leaſt that the nomination of Expe- 
Rancs by Presbyteries, Synods, or Asſermblies; in their Rolls 
orLiſts foreſaid,be mis-interpreted,as though theExpeQants 
nominated in thefe Rolls and Lifts , were thereby holden & 
acknowledged to be qualified, which 1s nor the intention of 
he AfſemVy,who.rather think, that in reſpect ofthis Order, 
there ſhonld bea more exa&rryal of ExpeCtants then before: 


|. Thereforethe Aſſembly ordaines,that noExpetants ſhall be 
;  puronthe Rolls or Liſts above-mentioned, burſuch as' have 


been upon the publike exerciſe,at theleaſt by the ſpace of half 


j ayear, or longer,as the Presbyrerie ſhall finde neceſſary. And 
- ſuchlike ordaines, that hereafter none be admitted to the pu- 


blike exerciſe, before they; be tried according to the tryal ap- 


pointed forExpectants;at their entrie rothe Miniſteriein the 


ate Aſſembly at Glaſsow, in the 24- Article of theAR of the 23- 
Seflion thereof; which rryall « the Aſſembly appoints to be 
taken of everyExpeQant, before his adtmiſlion'to the publike” 
exerciſe. And ſuchlike ordaipes » Thar the ſamine tryall 


of. ſhall be again taken immediatly before their admiftion ro the 
RT Miniſterie, together with their trialt mentioned inthe advice 
| of 
the 


# of tome Brethren deputed for penning the corruptions 
v1 8 H 2 
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the Miniſtery » approven in the ſaid Act of the Generaſl Aﬀe 
ſemblyatGlaſgow. And becauſe that Kirks of the patrona- 
ges foreſaids ,: will yaik before the Rolls and Liſtsbe made 


up by the Presbyreries , Synods ,- and Generzll Afemblies, | 
;n:manner foreſaid ; Therefore :in the'meerim the Aſſembly :Þ 
grdains the-Commiſſioners of every Presbyreric here prefent » | 
ro Siveina Lift oftheableſt ExpeCtants within their bounds, 7 
the morn, torhe-Clerk of: the Adſcmbly , that the Asſems': *! 
blymay:Qut of thefeRolls, make a Liſt ro be ſent toevery 
Presbyterte: Our of which the Presbyteriea ſhall makea Liſt * 

of ſixperſons, withconſentforefatd;and fend the fimine upon 
vacancie 'ofanyChurgh wwbin riieir bounds, together witha | 
. pyefencation ro'His:Majeſtic , | oravy other patron > in man- 
nerforefaid, Add becauſe 'theProcurator and Agent of the 


Kirk -canvotgetfuffictent informattonto tbeLordsof Fixche- 
quer.anenttheRightand Intereſt of the Kirk, and Presbyte- 


sesjn'Kirks;; whereof gifts of patronages may, bepreſenred *, 


roxhe:Exchequer: ThereforetheAfſembly ordaines for their 

etterinformarion hereanenrt » that eyery Presbyrerie', with 
zl| diligence, uic'allmeanes of exatt tryall ofthe nature and 
qualinte'ofall Kirks within their bour.ds , as what Kirks be- 
long the Kings Majefties patronage, what ro other Laick pae 


tronages» 'whatKirks'of bid wereplanted bythe Presbyree, - 


ries., and whar by Prelates , and-Biſhops,, before the As- 
ſembly at (Glaſgow 1638. what bath been the way and time of + 


he change of the planting and providing of the Kiaks». if any 
have been changed orany rs his 6 Hah poke nature 
and qualitie of every Kirk within their bouhds, and ro ſend Þ} 


the ſametorhe Pro curatorof the Rirkwithall diligence. 


ene ednes 


——_— 


{a  \ | ” UL a ders : 
Att anent Liſts for the Kirks in the 
 HHigh-lanias. 


A 


peCtanrs able to:ſpeak 


»” 


* 4 


r langueage , Andtherfore the Aſs 


ſembly is:hopefull, thatan theſe fGiugular caſes, His Majeſtic . 


will bepleaſed for Kirks vacandin the Flighlands , to accept 


Þ of 


w Afembly conſidering rharin Argyle, and in other pla- : 
-;K ces ofrhe Ira apguage , there wil noibe gotten fi x,ex- | 


[ 
| 
| 
| 


-}. | to recommend itto His Majeſtic. 
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eAfeembly , 1642. 
Of a Liſt of fo many expediants as.can be had , able to ſpeak 
the Irichlanguape, And the Commiſſioners Grace promifeth. 


——_—. 


 Overtures againſt Papiſts , n0u-Commutits . 
cants, and profaners of the Sabbath« 


T* e Aﬀembly would draw up a Supplication, to be preſen2 
red by the Commiſſioners of. the Presbyerie of Edxubargh 

tothe Councell artheir firſt meeting , for the due execution 
of the Acts of Parliament and Councell againſt Papiſts! whe- 
rein it; will be ſpecially craved , that the Exchequer ſhould 
be the Intromettors with the Rents of theſe whoare excom- 
municate and that from the Exchequer the Presbyterie may. 
receive that portion of the confiſcate goods, which the Law 
appoints to be imployed ad pios uſu. , 1,» + 
If, Every Presbyterie would.conveenat their firſt meet= 
10g , all known Papiſts in their bounds, and requite them 
ro pur ou: of their company, all friends and ſervants. who - 
are Popiſh within one moneth-: - Alſo within that ſame 
ſpace, togive their children:,. ſons and daughsers;; whoare 
above ſeven yeers old , to be educate ar their charges, by 
ſuch of their Proteſtant friends , as the Presbyteric thall ap= 
prove, and finde ſufficient caution for bringiog home with= 
in three monerhs ſuch of their children who: are withour 
the Kingdom, to be educate in Schooles and Colledpes at 
the Presbyreries fight ; ro finde caution likewiſe of rheir 
ANNENcE from Maſle , and tth? company of all Tefuirs and 
rieſts, Ns x | Ps | 
III. Tharall, of wharſoever rank or degree, who re= 
fuſe to give ſatisfaAton in every one of the foreſaid Articles, 
ſhall be proceſſed: without any delay ; but thoſe: who give * 
ſatisfaction: ſhall be deale with inall. meekneſſe , after this 
manner; The Pretbyteries ſhall appoint ſuch of their num- 
ber as they ſhall find firteſt to confer withthemſo frequently 
asthe Brethren are able ro attend , until the midſt of Ofber 
next , againſt which time, if they be not willing togoto 
Church , they ſhall give «A r0 g9 and gyell io the 
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aſt of March , where thay ſhall artend all rhe diers of confe- 


wreithourt any farther delay. Li 
'TV. Thatevery Presbyterie , asthey will be anſwerabie 


E In allthe premiſſes.”, 


reſent Aſſembly unro the Commiſſioners of the Presby= 
Cerie of Edinburgh , a Liſt of all excommunicarte Papilts 


abroad, thai they may be preſented, together wich our Sup=- 
' Plicarionto the Councel , attheir firſt ſitting | 
VI. That the Councel may be {upplicate for an AR, that 
in no Regiment which goes out of the Kingdom, any Papiſts: 
Þegr office, and that theColonel be required to finde caution 
For this effe& , before he receive the Councels warrant for 
Jevying any Souldiers : Alfo that he finde caution for the 
maintaining ofa Miniſter, and keeping ofa Sefiion1n his Ree 
$lmont- | TE h 
Item, The Aſſembly would enjoyn every Presbyterieto 


proceed againſt Non - communicants , whether Papiſts or 


Aud 
of the Sabbath be put ta execution, 


* ' The Aſftembly approves the Overtures foreſaid , and ordaing 
1 Presbyteries to put the ſamine to execution with all diligence; 
And that the Commiſſioners of every Presbyterie give m 4 
Lift of the excommunicate Papiſts within their bounds, and 
+ F apiſts .obildren out of the countrey to the Clerk," that the 
ame may be preſented to the Councel by the Commiſſioners of 
this, Aﬀembly. Fn | 


0 
— ———F ws 4 p —_—_ | dx et -) © % CO Ep_ 5 — a CE eo nes 
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next adjacent Univerſity Town , whether Edinburgh z Glaſs || 
ow, St. Andrews; or 4berdene, from'Novembbr 1. to the". | 


rence which the Profeſſors and Miniſters of the hounds ſhall E: 1 
appoint to them: By which, if they be not converted, their !J' 
pbſtinacy ſhall be declaredin,the Provincial Synods of 4prif, 3} 

and from thence their Proceſle ſhallgo on tothe very cloiure þ A 
ta the next General Aſembly , be careful to do their dutze | 


"'V, That there be given preſently by the Members of this | | 


they know , and of all Papiſts who have children educates 1 


others accordin tothe Act of Parliament madethereanent, - |. 
uchlike, 'thar Acts of Parliameut againſt prophaners Þ- 


AT 


* 
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L W/;; anent the zoyning of the Presbyterie of” 
1.  Bky ro the Synode of Argyle. | 


$ we e GeneralAfſembly having conſidered the whole pro- 
| * ceedings of the Commiſſioners of the late General A(- 
20. fombly holden at Edinburgh, anent the ref. rence made to 
I | them concerning the Pr-sbyterie of Sky, rogether with the 
3 whole reaſons pro & contra inthe ſaid matter, after mature 
3 deliberation have ratified and approved , and by theſe pre- 
q ſents ratifie and approve the Sentence of the ſaids Commiſe 
4 fioners thereintil. And Further ordains the ſaid Presbycery 
i of Shy, and allthe Miniſters and Elders thereof, to keep the 
4 meetings of the Provincial Aſſembly of Argyle , where rhey 

| ſhall happen to be appointed in all time coming, ſuchlike as 
any other Presbyterie within the bounds of the ſaid Pro- 
4 vinceof Argyle uſes todo: And thar the famine Presbyre= 
4. riebejnall time hereafter within the Jurisdiction of the ſaid _ 4 
Provincial Aſſembly , withour any turther queſtion to beg y 


| madethereanent, 


—— — US ———— 


Sef. 8. 3-Auguft , poftcMeridtem, 
_ " The Supplicationof this Aſſembly tothe _ 
KINGS MAJESTIE. 


+ To the Kings moſt Excellent Maj. the hearty 
J- Thankſgiving, and bumble Petition of the General 
1 ' Aſembly of the Kirk of Scotland, mes 4t 

&. Andrews » July 27. 1642. | 


. '& 16 hearts were filled with great joy and gladneſle at the 
hearing of Your Majeſties Letter , which was read 
once-and again in] face of the. Aﬀembly , every line thereof 

F almoftcither rexpreſſing ſuch affe&ion tothe Reformed Re- 

 Þ} lgion, and ſuch Royal careof us, as we could require 
© us : : Bc ON from 
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from a Chriſtian Prince; or requiring ſuch neceſſary duties 
from us, as we are bound to performe as Miniſtersof the.” | 
Goſpel, and ChriſtianSubjects: For which, as ſolemne”! "Pe, 


thanks were giyen by the Moderator of the Aſſembbly , ſo! Tu 
do we all with one voice in all humility , preſent unto#J/ ne 
Your Mijeſtie the thankfulnefle of our hearts, with our ear-FJ: þ 
neſt prayers co God for your Majeſties proſperity , and the ?Þ\. 
peace of Your Kingdoms, that Your Majeſtie may be indeed” ; 
a nurſing Father to all the Kirks of Chriſt in Your Maj. Do--! 
minions; & eſpecially ro the Kirk of Scotland, hononred with 7? 
Your Birth and Baptj'me: Promiſing our moſt ſerions indea-. 
vours by doCtrineand life, toadvance theGoſpel of Chrilt,&t 
and to ktep the people in our charge in Unity and Peace» ''J 
and" all loyalty andobedience to Your Myeſtie and Your 
Laws. Your Majeſties commands to Yeur Commiſſoner , | 
the Earle of Dumfermling , to receive from. usour juſt and © 
zeaſonable dufires for what may further ſerve forthe 3999 %, | 
Religion here , the favours which we have received already, ' 
and YourMiaj, defires and delight rodogood, expreſied-in | | 
YourLetter,areas many encouragements us,to take thebold- 
neſſe inall humility to preſene unto Your Majeſtic (befide | 
the particulars recommended t6 Your Majefties Commiſfio- - 
ner) one thing , which for the preſent is the chifelt of all 
Our defires,asſerving moſtfor the gtoty of Chriſt”, 'for Your | 
Maj?ſtics Honour and Comfort ; and not onely for the good 
of Religion here , bur for the true happinefle andpeace of | tl 
all Your Mijeſtes Dotninions ; which is no. new motion,” n 
but the proſecution of that ſame by the Commiſiioners of *Þ p 
this Your Majefties Kingdotn in the fate Treatie, and which | fc 
Your Majeftie , with advice of both houſes of Parliament, Þ Y 
did approvein theſe words : To their deſire concerning unitie in | . tl 
Relige:14nd utiifurmitic of Church government , as aſpecial meanes | * 
of conſerving of Pedte betwixe the tha Kindoms , upon the grounds : 
and reaſons contained m the Paper of the xo of March , givenmto. | o 
the Treaty and Parliamantof ®.ngland : Tr is anſwered upon the f tf 
15 offune , That his Maeſtie .. with advice of both Honfes of Pay- Þ| - a 
Tiament. doth approve of the affeflion of His Subjefs of gcotlanid, mn | I 
theix deſire of baving the conforming of Church-government , betwixt | 

the two Nations , andas the Parliament bath alteady _— —_ ' 
: laelgde 


= 


Y thertin in due time , as thall beſt conduce #0 the gloryof God , che 
| Peace of the Church, andof both Kgngdoms , 13. of June 1641. 


2 Iv Our Anſwer roa Declaration ſent by the new Commiſiioe 
+4}. nersof this Kingdom from both Houſes of Parliament: , we 
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OY fleration thereſarmation of Church government, ſo they will proceed 


havenor onely preſſed :his point 6f unity in Relig;on and 


F Un iformiy of Church -ſpovernment , asa meane ofa firme 


and durable union berwix tthe two Kingdomes , andwithe 
out which former experiences put us out of hope long to en» | 


. - Joy the puritie of the Goſpel with Peace , butalſo have ren- 


dred the reatons of our hepes and confidence, as from other 


4 conſiderations, ſo from Your Majeſtics late Letter to this 
27 Asſembly , rhat Your Majeſtic in a happy conjunction with 


the Houſes of Parliamenr , will be pleaſed to ſertle this bl eſ- 
{ed Reformation , - with ſo earneſtly deſired a Peace in all 
Your Dominions, And therfore we Your Majeſties moft 


loving Subjects, in name of the whole Kirks of Sevtland, re- 


preſented by ns., upon the knees of our hearts, do moſt 


.humbly and earneſtly beg , that Your Majeſty inthe deep of 


Your Royall Wiſdom, and from Your affection to the true 
Religlon , and the Peace of Your Kingdoms , may be mo= 
ved te conſider, rhat the God of Heaven and Earth is calling 
for this Reformationat Yonr hands, and thar as you are his 
Vice-gerent » ſo You may behis prime Inftrumerct init. Ific 
ſhall pleaſe the Lord (which is our defire and hope ) rhat 
this blesſed unitie in Religion and Uniformity in Govern». - 
ment ſhall be broughr about ; Your Majeſties Conſcience,in 


'} peforming of ſogreat aduye : ſhall bea well - ſpringot com- 
:| forrro Your Self, Your memory ſhall be a ſweet favour, and 


Your name renowed to all following generations. Andif 


|. theſe unhappy commorions and diviſions ſhall end in this 
pe and unity'; then it ſhall appeare inthe. Providence of 


Jod, they were but the noyſe of many waters, andthe voyce 
of 2 greatthunder before the voyce of harpers harping with 
their harps» which ſhall fill this whole Iland with meloJie! 


| - and mirth , and the name of it ſhall be, THE LORD 


IS THERE. 


— 


The 
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The Declaration of the Parhament of Eng- 
land, ſent to the Aſſembly, * 


He Lords and Commons in this preſent Parliament 7 *\'to 
© ſembled, finding to their great grief, that the diſtraftiongJiup! 
of this Kingdome dayly increaſe , and that the wicked} '* 
Counſelsand practiſes of a malignent party amongſt us (if 
God prevent themnot ) are like to caſt this nation intoblagd 
and confuſion , To teftifie to all the World how earneltly F — 
they defire to avoid a Civill Warre , they have addrefled } 
themſelves in an hamble Supplication to His Majeſtie , for /Þ T 
the prevention thereof, A Copy of which their peritzon, 
they have thonghr fir ro ſend at this time to the National Af- '} 
ſembly of the Church of Scotland, to the intent that rhat-. 1 
. Church and Kingdome ( whereunto they are unired by ſo 
many and ſo near bounds and tyes, as well Spiritual as Civil) ' ne 
may ſee rhat the like minde 15 now in them , that formerly | x; 
appeared to be in that Nation. And thar they are astender | 
of the effuſion of Chriſtian bloud on the one fide, as they are 4 g( 
.” zealons on rhe other ſide of a due Reformation both' in }: $| 
' Church and State. In which work, whileſt they were Ia- Þ ir 
bouring, they have been interrupred by the plots and pra-"J tt 
CEtiſes of a malignant party of Papiſts, and ill « affected. per- J. 11 
fons, eſpecially of the corrupt and disfolute Clergy, by } { 
the incitement and inftigation of Biſhops, and others, - 
whoſe avyarice and ambition being not able to bear the Re-. 
formation endeayoured by the Parliament , they have la: 
boured ( as we can expe little berter fruit from ſuch Þ 


0 
trees ) to kindle a flame, and raiſe a combuſtion within }Þ. 
the bowels of this Kidgdom : Which if by our humble | ;, 
ſupplication to His Majeſty it may be prevented , and | ; 
that according to our earneſt defire therein , all Force and 1 
Warlike preparations being laid afide , 'we may reryrne toa } .q 

eaceable parliamentary proceeding; We do not doubts |} j 
| be that by the bleſling of Almighty God upon qur endea- | 
yours, weſhallſertle the matters both in Church and State » 

; to the encreaſe of His Majeſties honour and State, the peace : 

and proſperitie of this Kingdame , aud eſpecially » 8H 

glory 


As r of God , by the advancement of the rrueReligion , 


bo 
IE 
qd = 
> i 3 " 
Ir 6 n 
$ 1 
Po 
9 
q 
IY 


Et 


I25 


* b-g *, ps ys HE : wen £ < 3 » x - \ 
N w $ 48 . $ > « » : 
. 
» \ # - 
- 
p , 
# % S P . . 6 
K ” 4; ks . 


uch a Reforniarion of the Church, as ſball be moſt agre- 


Subſeribitur 
John Brown, Cler. Parl. 


The Hfemblies anſiver to the Declaration of 


7 TH: G:nerall Alembly ofthe Kirk of Scoctend, having re- 


' ners ofthis Kingdome , now at London , from the Honoue 


4. State, and having taken the ſame to ſuch conſideration as the 
| imporrance of ſo weighty marters » and the high eftimarion 
4 hey have of ſo wiſe and honourable a meeringas 1s the Pax- 
. lament of Englivnd , did require 3 have with univerſall con- 
| ſenc reſolved upon this following Anſwer. 


: | of all happineſle to our native King and that Kingdome, they 

4 bleſſethe Lord for preſerving them in the midſt of ſo many 

#- unhappy diviſipns and troubles from a bloudy InteſtineWar, 
which 15 from God the greateſt Judgement, and to ſuch a 


1] . Kingdome and bringeth with it all remporall bleflings of 


 andpe all ihe yl: affected within thisKingdome , are cx- 


et _ — 


the Parliament of England. 


ceived a Declaration ſent unto them by the Commiſſio- 


able Houſes of the Parliament of Enpland » exprefiing their: 
care to prevenrthe effuſion of Chriſtian bloud 1n that King= 
dome , and their affetionsto Reformation both in Kirk and. 


I. That from the recenr ſenſe of jthe goodneſle of God , 
in their own late deliverance, and from their carneſt defire 


nation the compend of all calamities. They alſo give God 
thanks for their former and preſent deſires ofa Reformation, 
: eſpecially of Religion , which 1s the glory and ſtrength of a 


proſperity and peace. 
HI. Tharthe hearts of all the Members of this Aſſembly , 


ceedingly 


«. <® 
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7436 - The Generall _ Bhs | 8 
ccedingly grieved and made heavy, that in ſo long tine; Þ} | 3 
avainſt the profeſſions both of King and Parliament, and} - 
contrary to the joynr deſires and prayers of tlie godly in bothyl -+ 
Kingdomes , to whom it is more deare and precious rhen''} + - 
whar 1s deareſt ro them in the world ; the Reformation of*Þ*+ 1 
Religion hath moved ſo flowly , and: ſuffered ſo great in-FÞ; 
terruption. They conſider that not only Prelares , formall*Þ\ 1 

| 

( 


1 ps 
3-8 be S 
+ 8) L 
b 


: 


Profefſours , profane and wordly tnen, and all that arePo-; 
piſhly affected, are bad councellours atd workers, and do Y}_. 
abuſe their power , and bend all rheir ſtrength and policies F: 
againſt the Work of God ; but the God of this world alſo, # 
with Princ!palicies and powers , the rulers of the darkneſſe.7} 
of this world; and ſpiritual wickednefle in high places, are 1 
working with alFtheir farce and fraud 1nthe fame oppeſiti« © F - 
on , not without hope of ſucceſle, they having prevailed ſo 
farre from the beginning, Fhar in the times- of the beſt /] 
Kings of Jude of old, 2nd the moſtpart of the-Reformed 
Kirks of late, athftough and perfe& Refarmation of Re- 
ligion hath been 2 'work- fill of difficulties, Yer doe they 
conceive » that as it ought fi of all to be intended fo 
ſhould it be above all other things, with confidencein God, 
wio 1s greater then the World', and he whois mn theWorld; 
moſt ſeriouſly endeavoured. And that when the ſupream ow | 
vidence giveth opportunity ofthe accepted time8&day of fal-, ] 
vation,no other work can proſper in the handsofhis ſervants, | 
if ir be nor apprehended, &with all reverence & faithfulneſſe 
improved. This Kirk and Nation, when the Lord pave them | 
the calling, conſidered not their own deadnefle, nor ſtagger="| 
ed ar. the promiſe through unbelief, ' bur gave glory to God...| 
And who kaoweth ( we ſpeak itin humility and tove., and | 
from no other mind then from a deſire of the bleſſing of God | 
upon our King and thar Kingdome ) bur the Lord hath now 
ſome controverſie with England, which will not be removed. 
rill- firſt and before all, the worſhip of his name and the go- | 
vernment of his houſe beſettled according to nis own will? 
When this deſireſhall come , it ſhall beto "n2land, after ſo. 
long deferred hopes, a tree of life, which ſhall not only. 
 yeeld temporell bleflings unto themſelves , bur alſo; ſhall 
ſpread the pranches (o tar, that both this nation and on " || 
ormed | . 
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; b Aſſembly , 1641. | E257 
formed Kirks ſhall finde the'truits hereof 10 their grear ſa- 


-risfaction. : 

, HI. The Commiſſioners of this Kingdome in the late 
4. Treaty of peace, conſidering that Religton 15 not only the 
|: -mcane of the ſervice of God and ſaving of Souls, buris alſo... 
3 }F/ -the baſe and foundation of Kingdomes and Eftares, and the 
174 ſtrongeſt band to rye Subjects ro their Prince 1s true loyal- 
ZF | rie, and to knit the hearts of one to another in true unity and 
» Y love, They did with preface of all due reſpe& and reve- 
« Y  xence, far from arrogancy or PR » repreſent in 
. name of this Kingdome, their ſerious thoughts and earneſt 
= | deſires for unity of Religion , That in all His Majefties Do- 
« { rainionss there might be one Confetiion of Faith, anedire- 
- 

0 

i 

d 


bi $ 

; mY - ? . 

> : f 
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Cory of worſhip, jone publike Carechifme, and one-form of 
- Kirk Government. This they conceived to be acceptable ta 
God Almighty , who delighteth to ſes his People walkin 
in rrurhand'unity, tobe a ipecirll meanes for conſerving o 
i | peaceberwixrt the Kingdomes , of caling the Kings Majeſty , 
y and the publike government of much trouble , which ari= 
G5 ſeth from differences of Religion, very grievous to Kings 
4, | andEitates, of grear content to the King himſelf , to his 
d; Nobles, his Tourr, andall his people , when (occaſioned 
o- | to beabroad ) without ſcruple to themſelves , or ſcandal ro 
11. | orhers, all may reſort to the ſame publike worſhip , as if 
s. | they wereatthcir own dwellings ; of ſuppretling the naines 
q* of Hezefies, and Sects , Puritans , Conto:milts, Separa= 
-m | rifts , Anabaptiſts , &c. Which dorerr aſunder the bowels 
x. both of Kirk and Kingdome, of deſpaire of iucceſlc 6 Pan 
d... piſtsand Reculants, ro have their profeſiion » which is iu= 
nd conſiſtent with the true Proteſtant. Religion , and aurhoriry 
od | of Princes, ſetup again , and of drawing the hearts and 
ow | hands of Miniſters , from unpleaſant and unprofitable Cons 
ed | - troverſies, to the preſling of mortification, and to Frearſes 
o- | © of truepictie, andpraftical Divinity, "The Asſembly doch 
2] now'enter upon the Jabour of the Commiitioners', unto 
fo | whichthey are encouraged , nor only by their faithfulnesſe 
aly | in thelate Treaty , bur alſo by the zealeand example of cne 
all | GenerallAsſemvlies of this Kirk in formertimes , as may 
re« | © appeare by rhe Asſembly al Edinburgh » Devemb, 25+10 rhe 
ed |. | | . year 
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year 1566. which ordained a Letter to be ſent to Engl 


' againſt the Surplice , Tipper  Cornercap, and ſuch other | © - 
Ceremonies as then troubled that Kirk , that they mightbe Þ | 
. removed, By the Asſembly 2t Edinburgh , April 24. 1583; |. 
humbly defiring the Kings Majeity > to command his Ame! } | 
| basfadour, then going to t ngland, todeale with the Queen 3} 
that there might be an Union andBandbetwixtthem & other? 


Chriſtian Princes & Realms, profeſling the trueReligion for: } | - 


defence and proteCtion of the Word of God, ahtd Profesſors. 


thereof, againſt the perſecurion of Papiſts and confederates 


,Jovned and united together by the bloudy league of Trent: as | 


alſo chat her Majeſty would disburdentheir brethren of En- 4 T 


gland of the yoke of Ceremonies, impoſed upon them, againſt I} 
rae liberty of the Word : And by the Aſſembly ar Edu 


ofthe Kirk of England, then heavely troubled for the main» *' 
taining the true diſcipline and government of the Kirk , and 
that the Brethren in their private and publike prayers , re- 
commend the eſtate of the afflicted Kirk of Enpland to God, 
While now-by themercy of God the conjunttion of the two 
Kingsdomes is many wayes increaſed, the zeale of the Gene- 
rall Afembly towards their happinefle ougt to be no leſle, 


Bur beſides. theſe, the Aſſembly 1smuch encouraged unto - | 


thisduetie, both trom the Kings Majeſty and his Parliament, 
joyntly, tn their Anſwer to the propoſition, made by the lare } 
Commiſſioners of the Treaty, in theſe words : Totherr deſire 

concerning unity of Religion , and uniformity of Kirk, government .as . 
a ſpeciall meanes for conſerving of peace betwixt the two Kingdomes, 
upon the grounds aud reaſons contamed m the paper of the 10 of. 
March , and given in tothe treatic and Parliament of England 2 
It is anſwered uponthe 15. of June , That his Majeſtie with advice | 
of both Houſes of Parlzament doth approve of the affeftion of His Sub- 
jefs of Scotland . in ther deſire of having conformitie of Kirk govern- 
ment between the two Nations . and as the Parliament bath co 


tahew 7Nto conſideration the Reformation of Kirk overnment , jo + ; 


they will proceed therem in due twme , as (hall beſt conduce tote glory of 
God , tht peace of the Kirk, and of both X.ingdomes.. Andallo ſe« 
verally : for His Majeltie knoweth that rhe cuſtodie and vine : 
| dicationg * 


reb, 
March3. 1589. ordaining the Presbyrerie of # dujburgh, tro Þ 
uſe all good and poflible means for the relief and comfort } 
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1- of Chriſt , and che Peace of their Soveraigne. 
| encouragements;. and having ſo patentadoore of hope 


_- 


Aﬀſembly, 1638. 


! ©  dicatioh; the conſervation and purgation bf Religion ; EY 


reatypart of the duene of Giviil authority-and power. His 
Najeſties late praCtite while he was here in perſon, in reſor- 
ting frequently to the exerciſes of publike worſhip, His 
Roya)l ations. ineſtabliſhing the worſhip and governnienr 


.of this Kirk 1n Parliament, and in givin order for a compee 
; xent thaintenance ro the Miniſtery and Seminaries of t 
"Kirk, and His Mjefties gracious Lerter tothe Aflembly ( ſe 


conied by the ſpeech of lis Majefties Co:nmifſioner) which 


_ -:Containes rhis religious exprefiion : Where any thing is a= 
| miſſe. we will endeavour a Reformation in a fair and orderly way, 


and where. Reformation 1s ſettled , we reſolve with that authority 


herewith God hath veſtedus . to maintain and. defend it m peace 


and liberty , azainſt all trouble that can come from without and 
apainſt all Here'tes , Sefts , ant Schiſmes , wich may ariſe from 
within. A.1 theſe doe tnake us hopeful that His Majeſtte 
will aor oppoſe, bur advance the work of Reformation. In 
like mannerthe Hononrable Houles of Parliament, as the 

have many times be fore witnefſed rhier zcale , ſo now alſe 
in their Declaration ſent.co the Aﬀembly , which nor only 
ineweth the conſtancy of rheir zeale;, bur their grear grief 


- Thar the worke hath been interrupted by a malignaar party 


of Papiits and evill afteed perſons , eſpecially ofthe cor- 
rupt and diffolute Clerygie ,) by the incitemenrand inſtigation 
of Biſhops and oth?rs > rheir hope according to their earneſt 
defire , when rhey ſhall returne ro a peaceable and Parilas 
mentary proceding , by the bleſsing of God, to ſettle ſuchia 
Reformation in the Church, as ſhall beagreeable ro Gods 
word, and thar the reſult ſhall be a moſt firm and ſable union 


| berween the two Kingdoms of Eng/andand Sco:land,%&c. The 


Aſsembtly alſo is not alittle encourageddy ai.erter ſent from 


' many reverend Brethren of the Kirk of England, expreſying 


their prayers and endeavours againſt every thing which ſhalt 
be found prejudicia)l ro the eſtabliſhment of che Kingdome 
Upon theſe 
, the 


| Afsembly doth confidently expe&, that England will now 
{ beſtirre themſelvesio the beſt way for a Reformation of Re- 
1 lgton, and do moſt willingly cff:r _ prayers & uttermoſt 

_—_ | cnde= 


OR a gn 
ye” TheGenerall ; | 
-deavours for furthering ſo great bl Work, wherein Chriſt I: 
*15 ſo much concerned in his glory , the King in tus honour', | 
the Kirk and Kingdome of Englandintheir happineſle, and j-1 
_ _ and Kingdome in the purity and peace of the 1}! * 
olpel. | LY 344. 

I V. Thatthe Afſembly alſo from fo many reall invitati« * 
"Ons, are heartened to renew 'the Propoſition made by the 'F | 
aforenamed Comnaiſioners of this Kingdome, for beginning - JF : 
the Work of Reformation, at rhe unifortnity of Kirk» gos '} 
-yernment. For what hope can there be of Unity in Relt- |} 
gion , of one Confeſſion of Faith , one Form cf Worſhip, 4 


] 
t 
f 
a 
a 
v 
S one Catechiſme, till there bz firſt one Forme of Eccleft- 'T þ 
1 
I 
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 ** afticallGovernmet? Yea, whathope can th: Kingdome and 3 
' © *Kirk'of Scotland have ofa firme and durable Peace, ill Pre- 27} ' 
lacie , which hath been the main cauſe of their miſeries and 
Troubles, firſt and laſt , be plucked up , roor and branch, as 
aplant which God hath not planted , and from which, no Þ - 
better fruirs can be expected rhen ſuch ſower grapes, asthis 
day ſet on edge the Kingdome of England ? 

V. The Prelaticall Hierarchie being put out ofthe way , 
the Work will be eaſie , withour forcing of any conſcience , 
to ſertle in Englandthe government of the Reformed Kirks | .. 
by Afemblies. Foralthough the Reformed Kirks do hold, | 0 
without doubring, their Kirk Officers, and Kirk govern- _ |. 
ment by Aſſemblies higher and lower , intheir ſtrongand } 
beautifull ſubordination, to bejure divinid, and perperuall: yer | ' 
Prelacie, asit differeth.from the Office of a Paſtor , is,almoſt : ] 
univerſally acknowlodged by the Prelatesthemſelves , and © | * 
their adherents, robe but an humane ordinance, introdu-*| 
ced by turrane reaſon, and ſettled by humane Law and Cue Th 
ſtome forjſuppoſed convenience: which therefore by humane Þ: ,. 
authority , without wronging any mans conſcience , may |, 4: 
be altred and aboliſhed upon ſo great a neceſſity, as is a hearty |; * j- 
conjunRion with all the Reformed Kitks , a firm and well J.. 
grounded Peace betwixt the two Kingdomes , formerly di- Þ . 
videdin themſelves, and betwixr themſelves by, this parti- I. x 
tion wall and'a perfect Union of the Kirks in thetwo Nati- Þ* - 
ons: which alchough by the providence oiGod in one angel Ed 

WAGED F.. 
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q inderone. Monareh ;, yetever fincethe Reformation, and 
| forthepreſent alſo, are at greater difference in the point of 
| Kirk-government, which inall places hath a powerfull iaflu- 
|; caceupon all:the parts of Religion,then any other Reformed 


+ Kirks, although in Nationsar greateſt diſtance , arid under 


WES, oo oo a1 
*F\ VL; What, nizy be required of the Kirk of - Scotland for 
4 furthering the Work of Upiformitie of Government, or for 
J agreeing :ypen acommon Canfeflion of Fatth, Catechiſme, 
2 aoddireRory for Worſhip , {hall according to the ordergi- 

4 ven by ths Aſſembly,,. be-moſt willingly performed by Us, 
4 who longextreamly; forthe day when King and Partiament 
3} Hhalljoya for bringing ropasſe ſo great, fogood a Work, 
7} Thar all Warres and Commotions ceaſing , all Superſtition , 
7] lIdolatry; Herefie , Sets, and Schiſmes being removed; 'as 
the Lord. i$one » ſo hisname. may be ane amongſt us'; and 
.mercy andtruth; rightequſnesſe and peace meeting together, 
and kifſi2g oneanother 3. may dwell in this Iland. 
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1, | Overtures for tranſplanistion of e Miniſters y' and pro- 
|. viſion of Schools -ordained ythe Late Aſembly AE , 
47 ; - Edinburgh to be ſent to Synods, and 

Tt] .';. reportedtothis Aſſembly. 


u-"], ' AQSefl, x1, Edinb. Aupyſty. 1641; + 
/. Theſe Overtures underwritten , anent the rransporting of Miniſters 
© and Profeſſors to Kirks and C olledges . beimg read in audience of: the 
ay [::4'embly , and theredfrer reviſeFby a Commattee appernedfer that; ef- 
ty [i fet., The Aſſembly appoints them ro be ſent t0 the ſeveral Synods, 
ell }..  rolg conſidered by then,” and they to report ther judgements : 
1, thereof tothiurxtGenerall Aſemby. | 
W 1:1, NJO cran{portation would be granted hereafter withor 
4 & Vcitation of parties having intereſt (viz. the Miniſtc: 
Te .- Whois ſought ad his Pariſh) PEAT What rhey can oppo * - 
hd ,* + G ' Mo ff <4 Wea . — 
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132 The Generall : 
and rhe matter is to come firſt ro both the Presbyreries ( viz; 
that wherein the Miniſter dwels , whoſe tranſportation is * 

. ought, and the other Presbyterie'ro which hecis ſought | 
Utie Kirks lyein ſeveral Pregyreries ) and if the. Pres=/] ! 
byteries agree not , then the matrerisro-bebrought to rhe; |} 

' Synod, or Generall Afembly ( which of them ſhall firſt}; 
occure after ſuch tranſportation is ſought )- and if the Sys} \ 
nod -( occurring firſt) * agree not; © or if there be appealeY' 

' made fromir, then the marter is tocome rothe Generall 

Afembly. V4 ; 


IT. A Minifter may be tranſplanted from a- particular 
Congregation ( where he can onely doe good toa'part) ro# 
 ſuchaplace, . where he may benefit the whole Kirk of Score: 
land, becauſe, in reaſon the wholeis tobe preferred roa'J -, 
part, ſuch as Edinburg. C9 
1. Becauſe all rhe great Juſtice Courts firthere, as Coun=zſ / , 
_ cell, Seflion, Juſtice Generall » "Exchequer ,' 8c. and} . , 
concernsthe whole Kirk , rhattheſe Fountains of Juſtice be | ' , 
kepr clean, beth in the point of Faith , and Manners. = 
2. Becauſetherc is great confluence to Edinburgh , from | |, 
timeto time, of many of the chief Members of rhe whole 
 Kingdome, and it concerns the whole Kirk to have theſe] g, 
well ſeaſoned, who (apparantly) areto bethe Inſtrumenw]' q, 
of keeping this Kirk and Kingdome in good temper. _ po 
Thar this may bethe moreeaſily done , the Aſſembly 
firſt recommendsto Edinburgh, that ſome young men ofex;y - 
cellenr ſpirits may be (upon the charges of the ſaid TownJF; 
trainz*d up, at home or abroad, toward the Miniſtery fromJj/ 
time totime, Secondly we meane not , that all the plac 
of the Miniſtrie of Ed: be filled with Miniſters ro b8} * mal 
tranſported by Authory ofthis A, buronlyrill chey be "mip 
provided of one Miniſter ( tranſplanted by the Authority of ” v 
the Aſſembly) for every Kirkin Edinburgh , and that thief '1,.. 
reſt of the places be fillled either according ro the Generallf 'yy... 
Rules of tranſporration for the whole Kingdome , or bfÞ iy; 1- 
agreement with actuall Miniſters, and their Pariſhes , will 'bye] 
"conſent of the Presbyterie or Synod , to the which tne? **v, 
belong, TIS — | 
Hi.In the next roome, we finde,rhat it is a —__ M'there 
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 eAſembyy, 1641. 133 
| Minifters for publike good ; thatColledges, ( having the 
1 profcfiionof Divinicie) be wel provided of profeſſors. 

; © _ Wherin the Colledge of Divinitie inS. Audrews is firſt 
'}, to be ſerved without raking any Profeſſors or Miniſters 
1 outof Edinburg, Glaſgow , or Aberdene 4 angthen the reſt of 
1 the Colledges; wouid beprovided for , as their neceflity 
74  fhalrequire:; yet (in reſpect of the preſent ſcarcity} ir: were 
Y good forthe: Univerſities to ſend abroad for able and appro- 
A  vedmen, tobe Profeflors of Divinitie » that our Miniſters 

may be kept in their paſtoriall charge as much as may be. 

Towns alſo wherein,Colledges are , are very.confiderable 

inthe matter of tranſportation. CE I CR ICP 

= I V. Alſo Congregations , where Noblemen have chief 
Tf refidenceareto be regarded , whether planted or un planted, 
| anda care 5sto be had, that nonebe admitted Miniſters 
0='1 where Popiſh Noblemen reſide , but ſuch as are able men 
KR | + (eſpecially foricontroverſies ) by Sight of the Pregbyterie: | 
bs] and moreoveritis neceſſary , that ſuch Mineſters as dwell 
waere Popiſh-Noblemen are » and are got able for contro< 
pe yerhies , that they be transported- | 
ole V. They who defire the transportation of a Miniſter 
ele] ſhould be obliged to give reaſons for- their defire: Neither 
nw} ſhould anyPresbyterie orAfſembly,paſſe aſentence for tranſ+ 

| portation of anyMiniſter, rill they give reaſons for theexpe- 
bly: diencie of the ſame, both rohimand his Cor regarion,, &C 
<F4/ to the Presbyterie whereofhe isa member. If they acquieſ- 
Vt ceto the reaſons given s its ſo-much the better: if they 
roWjz doc not acquieſce, yetthe Presbyrerie, or Aſſembly ,; ( by 
acB1* giving ſuch reaſons before the paſling of their ſentence ) ſha 
0% make it manifeſt , that whar they doe isnot proarbriraty , tel 
Y Vl" inperio onely , but upon grounds of reaſon. 

y 9 VI. Becauſe there isſuch ſcarcity of Miniſters having the 


» T 


: BY vic tongue, neceſlity requires , that when they be fgund'in 

ery the Low-lands, they be transported to the High-lands: pro- 

r MM" viding their condition be not made worſe , bur ratherberter 

wh by their tranſportation. 

Wy VI. Inthepoint of voluntary transportation,no Miniſter 
$:fhal tranſaR and agree with any Pariſh , to be transſported 

bf Wercto, witkouta full hearing Long, gs a; 55 
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134 ' The General | 
fore the Presbyterie to which he þelongs in his preſent 
charge , or ſuperiour Kirkjudicatories, if need ſhall be. 

V HI. Theplanting of vacant Kirks, is not to be tyedta | 
any (either Miniſters, or Expe&anrs) within a Preſbyterie: |; 
but a free ele&idn is tobe; according to rhe order of our |: 


* 


Kirk, and Lawes of our Kingdome. 


I'X. The chief Burghs ef the Kingdome are to bedefired. '@| 
ro traine up young men of excellent ſpirits for the miniſtery, 
according totheir power , as was r:2commended ro Edinburgh: Þ 
Which courſe wil in time { God willing ) prevent many ® 
tranſplantations, | bas.  { 


—————_—_— a 6 ; 
Ge _ : 
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The Overtures under - written . anent the. 

Schooles being hkewiſe read in audience of tle Afembly, | 

theyrecommend the particular s therem mentioned, anent | 

the providing of, the maintenance for School - maſters, to. _ 

the Parliament: And orddine the ret to be. ſent to the 

R Syneds, to be conſidered by them , and they toreport © 
" their judgements thereof to the next Gone= 

 - Tal Afembly, us ſaid «. 


LT Very Pariſh would haye a Reader and a Schoole ,where.. 
Children are tobe bred, inre:ding , wiiting , and 
grounds of Religion , according tothe laudable Acts, both 
of Kitk and Parliament , made before, ___. ITS | 
. And where Grammar Schooles may be had, as in 
Burghs , and other conſiderable places, ( among which fall] 
Presbyrerial States are to þe reputed.) that they be exetted ,. 
and held hand ro. .. Ska | " 
II. Anent theſe Schooles, every Miniſter with his El- I 
ders, ſhill give accompr to the Presbyreries at the yiſiration,, 
oftheKirk : The Presbyteriesare to.make report to the 'Sy-,: 
node, and the Synode to the General Asſembly, rhat Schools | 
areplantcd, agaboye ſaid > and how they are provided with, 
men and means. | Ee 
IT. And becauſe this hath been moſt neg = We: th 
Sa Sil gng 


o 
*& * 
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-, High-lands, Ilands, and borders: Therefore the Miniſters 


of every Pariſh are to inſtru by their Commisſioners,tothe 


_ next General Aﬀembly, that this courſe is begun betwixx 


and then : and they are further eq certifie from one General 
Asſembly ro another, whether this courfe 1s continued with« 
our omisſion; or not. | | 

[ V. And becauſe the means hithertonamed or appoint 
ed for Schooles of*all ſorts, hath been both little, and ill 
payed , Therefore , beſide former appointments, (the ex- 


. ecution whereof is humbly deſired, and to be petitioned for 


at thehands of His Majeſtie and the Parliament) the Asſem= 
bly would futther ſupplicate chis Parliament that rhey (in 
their wiſdome) would finde out how meanes ſhall be had 
fot ſo goodan uſe , eſpecially thar the Children of poore 
men, * being very capable of learning, and of good engines, 
may be trained up, according as the exigence and necesfity 
of every place ſhall requjre. And that the Commiſſioners, . 
who ſhall be named by rnis Asſembly , to wait upon the Par- 
liament may be appointed to repreſent this to his Majeſtie, 
and the Parliament, ſeeing His ſacred Majeltie , by his gra- 
cious Lerter hath put us in hop hereof, wherewith we haye 
been much refreſhed. | | 

V, The Asſembly would ſupplicate the Parliamenr, that 
for youths of the fineſt and belt ſpirits of rh: Highlands , 
and borders, maintenance may be allotted” (| as ro Burſars y 
to be bred in Univerſities. 

V I. For the time and manner of viſitation of Schooles , 
and contriving the beſt and moſt compendious.and orderly 


- courſe of teaching Grammar ». we humbly deſire the Asſem- 


bly to appointa Committee for that effect, who may report 
their diligence to the next General Asſembly. 


\ The Overtures and Articles above-written. being reported to this 
Aſſembly, after reading and ſerious confideration thereof, 
the Aſſembly approves the ſame, and ordainss them to have 

the ſtrength of an AR andordinance of Aſſembly z in alt 
time - commg. 


} 
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| Seſl. 11. 5. Auguſt 1642. 


t At anent comrary Oathts, 
EF 5», . RR ; we 4 


T*: Generall Aſſembly finding the inconvenience of. . 
4 contrary Oathsin trying of Adulteries, Fornications, . };. 
and othtr favulrs and (chandals, do therefore for eviting there 
of,, diſcharge Synods , Presbyreries and Seffions , to rake 
Cath of both parries in all rime hereafter, Recommending. 
to them in the mean time al other order and wayes of wy, 
uſed 1n ſuch caſes: And that there may be a common order . 
and courſe kept in. this Kitk of trying of publike ſcandals 5 
"The Aſiembly ordains rhePresbytertes to adyiſe upon ſome. 
common order hercintill , and ro report their judgements to 
MEneXre AWINI.,ooEOEoOTE 2 - 
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Overtures anent Family Exerciſes, Catechi- | + - 
fine 1 keeping of Synods and Pres byteries and reſtraint | 
'" of Adulteries, Witch-crafts, and other © 


q 
groſſe ſins. EST . W+, 
F The Connuittee ſupplicates the' 4ſſembly | : '"P 
1. FO urze the ſeverall Synods and Presbyrteries , eſpe- Þ* 
cially theſe of the North, that Family Exerciſc in 


Religion , viſitation of the Churches, Carechiſing, ke: ping 
of the Presbyreriall arid Provincia)l meetings ( both by Pre. w 
acbing and Ruling *1ters) bemore caref,lly obſerved. ; 
++ 1, Thar the Clerk ar lealt iubſciibe every Book before it 
cometo the Aſſembly, and tharevery Adtbe noted on rt 
Margent , for a directory of expedition, | © iY 

.- SHE. LhartheAftembly woult ſeriouſly ſtudie by all mea- 
neSand waycs how toprocure the Vagiſtraies concurrence 
to Qurb and puniſh theſe notorious vices-which abound in the 


Land , eſpecially in che Northern parts, | 
The Aſſembly vo roves the Overtures foreſaids, and r1daing rbem Þ} 
* tobe obſerved ; and fer the laſt» the 2ſſembly being confizent of : 
- pr CS ef x: 2, "+ BY "rx" -* Wea : : t ] 
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, tion given into their Lordſhips upon. the 
laſt, entituled, The Pericion of rhe Nobilicie, Gentrie, Bur- 
; rows, Meniſters, and Commons : whichas 1t was not aC- 
, companied with any one Miniſter to the Lords of Privic 
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 thereadineſie of the $udge Ordinar toreftrain and punich theſe 
' Faults, Do ; ly ordain all Presbyteries. to give up, to ” 


eAſembly, 1642. 


uſtice ," the names of the Adulterers . inceſturns perſons , 
itches and *-orcerers and others guilty of ſuch grofie and fear= 
Fullſins within their bowrids that th y may bs Proteſied , and. 
punished accordmg to the Laws of this Kingdom ; and that the 
Presbyteries and $ynods be carefull berem , as i hey vill anſwer 
to the Generall Aſiemblies, <- nd becauſe that Witch craft, 
Charmmng , and juch lih:. froceeds man times from IfNoVauce 
 - Therefore the Aſſembly ordains all Miniſters . eſpecially mgheſe 
parts where theſe fins ave frequent ,. tobe diligently Preaching , 
CONES » and conferring , to 'imjorm their people there- 
int1ll, Me 


Sefl, 11. 5. Aug. 164%. 


. AG againſt Petitions, Declarations , &- ſuchlike in 


name of Miniſters, without their know- 


| leage ande n ſents. 


'F He Generall Aflembly being informed, that after the. Pee. 
 tition preſented to the Lords of His Majeſties Privie 


'; Councell by the Noblemen Burgeſles , and Miniſters , occa- 
'* ftonally met at Edinburg the My 


ad Fray ay of May lait by-paſt, bad 
recelveda very gracious An'wer, There wasanorther Peri- 
day of Iune 


Councell, ſoall che Miniſters of this Aſſembly , diſclaimes 


. and diſayowerh any knowledge thereof, or acceſlionthereto 


Andthe Afembly conceiving that the Kings Majeſtic Him- 
ſelf, andall the Courts and yo ape this Kingdome 


may bededuledandabuſed , and the Kirk in Generall , and 


Miniſters in particular injured and prejudged by the like 
practiſes hereafter, Do therefore prohibite and diſcharge | 


4 all anderery one to pretend or uſe the name of Miniſters to 


I $ any 
| 1... 
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any Petition , Declaration., or ſuchlike atany time hereaf- : 
rcr , without their knowledpe conſent and affiſtance : And - 


If any ſhal doe the contrary , ordaines Presbyteries and 


Provinciall Aﬀemblies ro praceed againſt them with the 


higheſt cenſn:es of the Kirk. 


| er . —_ — 


Seſſ. x1, 5. Avg. 164%. 
AT anent the Aſſemblies deſires to the Lords of 
Counſel, and Conſervator s of Peace. 


o 


THe Aflembly being moſt deſirous to uſeall , and te omir 1 
ne lawful meane or occaſion to teſtifie their zeale by dea- - 


ling with God and man , for furtherance of their defires of 
Unity in Religion and uniformity of Kirk-government, 
And confidering the great neceſſity ,, that the Kirk and State 


. Contribute joyntly their beſt endeavours to this happy end: J 


Therefore enjoynes the Moderator., and the commilieners 


. \fromthe Afﬀembly , to ſupplicate with all carneſtneſſe and 1 | 
xeſpe&t , the Lords of his Majeſties Honourable Privie _ 


Councel, and likewiſe the Commiſſioners appointed by 
His'Mjefti-, and the Parliament, for conſervation of the 


Peace, rhat they may be pleaſed ro concur with th2 Kirk in | 
the like defires ro His Myeſty and the Parliament of Enplana, 


and in thelike dire&tions to the Commisſioners of this King- 


dome, at Londen for the time, that by all posſfiblemeans, 


% ——— FE 


Civill, ond Ecclefiaftick, this bleſſed Worke may be ad- Þ 


wanced , and a happy ſettling betwixt His Majeftie and His .- ; 


Parliament ; may be endeayoured , and the common Peace 
betwixt the Kingdomes continued and ſtrengrhened. 


[OO CT — _——OSO——— 
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BL Seff. x1. Aug. 5. 1642. 
Fhe Aſemblies bumble deſire to the Kings ©Maſtie for 


the Signator of 5001. Sterling , and recommenda- 
tion thereof tothe Kings Commiſſioner. 


& ig Generall Asſembly having received the Report of 
the proceedingsof the Commiſſioners of the late As- 
ſembly , and ſpecially that His Majeſty was graciouſly plea- '2 
| ſed , upon their humble Petition , ſolemnly ro promiſe and 3 
'} declare under his Royall hand his pious reſolution and de- 
 f dicationof500, 1. ſterling , out of rhe readieſt of his Rents 
 \\] andrevenues, tobe one yearly on publike necesſary 
: and pious uſes of che Kirk , ar the fight of the Generall As- 
1 fſembly, shis Majeſtic zrac1ous anſwerVGf the 3,0f Fanuary 
1642. reviſtrate in their books ar Bis Myeſties own defire,, 
'| for their furtherasſurance of his Majelties pious zeale , doth 
| morefully proport. -Likeas being informed that His Maje- 
| ſtie was grariouſly pleaſed to figne and ſend down to theKirk 
\, the Signatorof the ſaid. 500.1. yearly to have paſt the Ex- 
chequer , albeit the ſamine 1s. not as yer deliyered ; And 
conidering His Migjelties. pious direQions' to them by his 
Mijeſti2s Letter to plantandviſit the utmoſt skirts and bor» , 
ders of the Kingdome , as moſt necesſary for the glory of 4 
God, the good of the Kirk, and His Majeſties honour, <4 
and ſervice, which 1s only ſtopped by the want of charges 
for publike viſirations, And withall to remonftrate ro His 
Majeſtie by His Commiilipner , their juſt and necesſary 
_ defires for what may further ſerye tothe good of Religion , 
whereueto His M:jeſties Commiſſioner promiſed his beſt en- 
deavours and avfiſtance.. Therefore the Asfembly doth 
A molt earneſtly recommend to His Majefties Commisſioner 
| to repreſent to His Majeftie , with his beft asfiſtance, the 
humble and necesſary defires-of the whole Asſembly , that 
\s | His Majeſtie will be graciouſly pleaſed to command that 
| Signator, already ſigned by His Royall hand ( or to figne 
another of the ſamine tenor , whereof rhey deliver the jul 
qoubſero his MajCommislioucr for thar ele) to be wy 
| | To bt | titzs 
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this Kingdom , and delivered ro the Commisfioners from 
this Aſſembly, whoare to fit at Edinbergh, of to the Procu- 
rator of che Kirk, whereby his Majeſtic ſhall moreand more - 
oblige this whole Kirk eo pray for ablesfiing from Heaven 
upon His Royal Perſon and Government. 


- 


* Dy; . : = . 
_ i = —; Hon m—_. 


Sefl: r1. 5. Aug. 1642. 


The Aſſemblies Letter to the Commiſſioners of this 
King don at London- 


Right Honourable , 


E have received your Lordſhips Letter ,. with the De- 
YY claration of the Parliament of Enpland, and have ſenr 
this Noble bearer to His Mijeſty with our humble Supplica- 
tion , and to your Lordſhips with our Anſwer , earneſtly 
deſiring Unity of Religion , and Uniformiity of Kirk - go- 
_vexnment, to be' preſented by your Lordſhips , and. this 
Noble bearer fo the Honourable Houſes of Parliament. Your 

. Eordſhips will perceive by the 1ncloſed Copies, and by 
our deſires ra His Majeſties honourable Privie Councel and 
Commisfioners for the conſervation of the Peace, to joyn 
their beſt endeavours with his Majeitie and the Parliament, 
and cheir dire&ons to your Lordſhips , by our leaving a 
Commiſlion behinde us, to concur with them in all Eccle- 
Gaftick wayes , and by our appointing publik= Prayers, and 
2 ſolemn Faſt through this Kirk , forthe furtherance of this 
great work of Reformation, and continuance of the com- 
mon Peace, thatthis Unity in Religion and uniformity of 
Kirk-government isthe chizfeſt of our defires , prayersand 
eares Where unto as we have beenencouraged by the:faithful 
labors of the Commiſſioners of this Kingdom in the late 
Treaty, and continued and renewed by your Lordſhips ; 
ſo weare aflured , that your Loadſhips will'omit no lawful 
mean , argument, or occaſion of ſeconding the ſame there, 
_ Andadyertifing our Commisfieners. at Edinburgh , wherein 
they may further concur withyonr Lordſhips, for the furs 
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 . theranecofthe Work, which tends ſo much tothe glory of 
God advancement of Chriſts Kingdomy increaſe of the hon- 


+0 


_fonsandrravels, andrto reſt. 


Ss. Andrews 5. Aug. Yourtnthe Lord F 
I 642, The Commasfioners of the General | Sſiembly. 


f ; ourand happineſſe of our Soveraign, and the ind wel. 
| © Ereofthe eKingdoms,whereby%your Lordsſtips will oblige 
; thisKirk moreand morets pry for a blefling on yonr per- 


th. 


tt 
—_— _— 


' M Letter from ſome Miniſters of England. 


is | Reverend and wel- beloved in our Lord and $ aviour, 


E received with much joy and fatisfattion, the Anſwer 
which yourGeneralAflembly vouchſafed us to ourLers 
ters of thelaſt yeer. Some of usin the name ef our Brethren, 
thoughr it theo firby Mr. Alexander Henderſon (a Brother 
ſo jultly approved by you, and honoured by us ) to return 
our deſerved thanks. And we now furiher think itequall 
upon this occcafion, to make a more publike acknowled- 

- eement of ſuch a publike favour. You were then pleaſed to 
vive us fair grounds » to expe that brotherly advice and 
endeavours, which the common cauſe of Chriſt,and the mu- 
cual intereſt of the umited Nations , command us now again 
to ask » if notto chalenge. : We doubtnot but your cxpe= 
rience, together with your inteJligence, abundantly in 
formes you of our condicion, what various adminiſtrations 
of providence we hare paſſed through and we ſtill lye 
betwixt hopes and feares , afit temper for working; the 
God of all grace enable us to improveit. As our hopesare 
not ſuchas may make us fear» ſo neither doe our Fearts pre 
yail, to the caſting away our confidence, | Your own late con 
dition, together with this Declaration of ours preſents may 
acquaint you with rhe certain, though ſubril, authors 8 fo. 
mentors of theſe our confuſed conflicts: which we conceive 
to be theHicerachical faction,who have no wayro peace & (a- 

'  fetyiburthrovgh the trouble & danger of others Qur Pens 
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greatand important affairs you haye in hand, - Be pleaſed.to 
accept | 
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| acceptof theſeasthe expresſion of the mindes of our many 
gedly and faithfull Brethren , whoſe hearts we doubt not 
of, neither need you, though” their hands in regard of the 


Y'  ſuddennesſe of this opportunity could not be ſubſcribedto» _ 


> a. IE 7 cn 7 Br Fe Fan ran 


ey 


| . gethet with ours, whoare, 


. London, 22«fub Your moſt afſeftionate Friends and 
+ 1642s EE Brethren im the work of the Lorda 


Mr 


Anſwer to the Miniſters Letter. 


Right Reverend and beloved in the Lord Teſus. 


Y our Anſwer to the Declaration ſent uuto us from the 
honourable Houſes of Parliament, ye may perceive thar 
your Le:ter which came into our handsſo. ſeaſonably , was 
not only acceptable unto us , but hath alſo encouraged usts 
. renew both to rhe Kings Majeſtic and the Houſes of Parlia- 
ment , The deſires of the late Commisfoners of this King- 
dome for Unity in Religion , 1n the four particulars remem® 
bred by you, we cannot be ignorant but the 6ppoſition from 
Satan and worldly men in Kirk and Policy , will ſtill be ves 
hement as it hath heen aiready , But we are confident 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, rhattheprayers and indea= 
vours of thegodly in both Kingdoms, * will bring the. work 
toa wiſhed , and blefled Iflue. This whole national Kirk 
is ſa much concerned in that Reformaiion and Unity of Re-- 
ligion 18 both Kingdomes, that without1t we cannet hope 
for any long time to enjoy our puritie'and peace, which - 
hath. coſt us ſo dear» and is now our chizfelt comfort apd' 
.... greateſt treaſure: Which one cauſe ( beſide the Honour of 
God, and the happiueſle of the People of God tn that y $2 | 
dome more deſired of w then Our lives) is more then 
- Fufficient romove us, 'To comribure all that is in our power _ 
_ © for bringing itto paſſe, ;And fincc we have wirhſo greatli- 
\ berty made our defires and hopes known both ro King and 
Parliament, it is a duety incombent both to you and us, who 
make mention gf the Lord, -andare Watch « men upa, 4 | 


'* Walls of feriſalem, never morero keep filence hor ro hold'} 
*- our peace day nor mghr ,- rill the;Righreouſneſle of Siongo Þ - 
: Forth asbrighrneſle, and che ſalyation thereofas alamp that I 
burnerh, And if it ſhall pleafe the Lord to movethe hears. | 
of King and Parliament, to hearken unto the merion, for: '$ 
- which end we have reſolved ro keep a {olemne Fait and Hu-*Þ:. . 
 miljation in all.the ys of rhis{Kingdome, the mean by. 
* which we have pevailed in times paſt, we wiſh that the Wark Y 
nay. be begun with ipeed , and proſecuted with diligence: 
by the joint labours of ſome Divines in both Kiugdoms ,; 
who thay prepare rite ſame for the fiew and examioarion of! 
a more frequent Eccleſiaſtick meeting of the beſt afeted roÞ 
Reformarion there, and of the Cofrimisfioners ofthe Gene«#Þ. 
x] Aflembly here, that 1n end 1t may have the approbation® wv 
of the Genierall Aſſembly here, and of all the Kirks there, | ©. 
in rhe beſt way that may be,we wiſh & hope ar laſt ina natio- |. 
__nall Aﬀembly ; Our Commiſſioners ar Edinburgh , ſhall in Þ 

our-name receive and returne anſwers for promoving ſo || 
_ great a Work , which we with our heart and'onr foule | * 

recommend to the blefling of God , we continue ;, 


Your loving brethren and . | 


— 
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A for the Lord Maitlands preſenting the I. 
Aſſemblies Supplication to Hu CMajeſtie, and for | 


_—T 


; going io the Commuſſioners #r London with - | F 
hs the Anſwer tothe Parliament of I: 
ji Englands Declaration. l. 


G & ip General Afembly conſidering the neceſſity of ſend- } 
© ing ſomeperſon of good worth 8: quality forto preſent |. 
' theit bumble Supplication to His Majeitie , and to deliver |: 
- their directions to the Commiſhoners of this Kingdom, 'Þ 
'nO'Y 2t London, with their Declaration to the Partiamentof Þ} 
'- England, and An'wer to ſome wel-affeced Miniſters of that Þ 

Kuk: And having certain knowledge of che, worth ability it. 
es. . an , N 


| 
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I... and faithfulneſſe of Fobn Lord Maitland , one of their num- 
F | ber, whio being witneſſe roall their intentionsand proceed- 
 Ings,, can beſt relate theyr true loyaltie and reſpect to their 
:  Soveraign> and brotherly affeftion to the Kirk and King=- 
|| domofEnpglandtnerein ; Therefore do unarymouſly require 
JI . his Lordſhips pains , . by repairing to Court and to Londen 
"3 for thepremifſes , which hereby they commit tothis dili- © 
Y - genceand fidelicy, willing his Lorcſhip ro make account of - 


/ 


his proceedings herein to their Commiſſioners appointed ro 


..” firat Edinburgh. 


if Sef.8. 5. Auguſt. poſt meridiem: 
1 Commiſſion for publike affairs of this Kirk, and for pro< 
1. ſecuting he deſires of this Aſſembly ro His 


F. CHajeſtie, and the Parliament 
*:. of England. |; 


| He General Aſſembly conſidering the laudable cuſtome 
| of this Kirk for to appoint ſome Commiſiioners inthe 
| interim berwixr Afſemblies,for preſenting of Overtures and 
Þ proſecuting the other defires of the Kirkro His Maj eftie,the 
Lords of His Councell, and the Eſtates of Parliament; And 
.* raking to their conſideration the preſent condition of the 
| -Kirkof England, with the Declaration thereof ſent dowry 
© from theParliament, and ſome received Brethren of the Mi= 
| © niſtery there, with their owh Anſwer ro the Parlizmentand 
I. "iniftery » and their humble Supplication rs His Majeſtie 
| for Unity of Religion and Uniformity of Kirk-govern- 
T ment. And withall remembring their defires ro rhe Ho= 
1 hourable Lords!'of His Majeſties ſecret Councell , and to 
J- the Commiſſioners appointed by the King and Parliamentf, 
I- ] | for conſervation of the coinmon Peace , That they would 
it 4 :joyn their concourſe in their defires ro His Majeſtie and 
TJ Parliament, and direQions to the Commiſſioners of this 
> 4 Kingdomat London for the time. And likewie conſidering 
f 4 their good hopes from Gods gracious favour ro,this Ifland , 
at Þ that by his good providence he will in his own way and time 
$1 F._- it ſetr}2 us great Work through RS Pals Ile; Andtharie 
Eb - | -. 18 
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full means and Feclefiaſtick wayes for furtherance of ſo hy 


beret Liphton . Commiſſioners frm Dalkenth - o this 


146 The General 


is both our earneſt defire and Chriſtian duty ro uſe all law- "+ F* 


greata Work, continuance of the common peace berw1xt «I & 
theſe nations, and keeping 2 brotherly correſpondence {47 
betwixt theſe Kirks, Therfore the Aſſembly thinks 1t ne- 4} 


_ Ceſlary before their diſſolving, toappoint, and Þb cheſe 3M: 


Preſents do nominate and appoint, Maſters, Andrew Rm- "oh 
ſay, Alex. Henderſon, Robert Dowolas , William Coloill . Wile s | 
lam BemetMiniiters at Edinburgh Mr. William Arthur Mi- "of 
niſter ar Se. Cuthbers , My Fames Robertſon . Jo'n wy » R-- 
| !ewbly: 3M 
Maſters, Andrew Blackhall , Fames Fleeming » Robere Ker, Ji 
Commiſſioners from Hadingzown to this Aſſembly: Maſters , "3K * 
George Hamilton , Rebert lair . Arthur Mogjoun , David Det- kT 
oleic » 4pdrew Bennet, Wlter Greg , Tobn Moncreff, fohn H- 
vmith , George Gilleſpie , John Row , John Duncan, Walter | 


* Bruce» Commiiitoners for the Presbyreries witiiin the Pro- 'Þ 


vince of Fyffe : Mr. David Calderwood Miniſter at Pencait!and, | 
Mr. John Adamſon Prineipall of the Colledge of Edinbwgb , | 
Mr. John Strang Principall of the Colledge of Glaſgow , Mr. | 
vid Dikſen . Mr. Jemes Bonar , My. Robere Bailie , My John | V 
Bell ,\Mr Robert Ramſay ,” Mr. George Young , Mr. Henry Gu-' | ©. 
thrie, Mr. Samuel On en, My. og Robertſon Minitter at | ſe 
S. fobnſtoun, M John Reber:ſon Miniſter at Dundie M fobnHume | 
Miniſter ar Fells, My Andrew Cant, Mr William Guild, Mr. 1a 
SemuelRnatherfurd, Mr. James Martin, M. Alexander Monree, Me» 1 ic 
Robert Murray, Mr. [obn Maclklles, Andrew Doncenſon, Þ} 3c 
Mr. Silveſter Lambie , Mr. Gilbere Reſt , Minſters : Mar- . tt 
queſſe of 4gi/e, Earles of Lauderdaile, Glencarne, Kinghorne, Þ 3 
Eplintoun , Weemes, Caffils : Lords. Gordoun , Maitland, } 1 


mr 
PD 
Cy 


Balcarras . Sir Patrick Hepburne of Wauchtoun , Sir David | ©: 


Hume of Wedderburne, Sir Devid Creightoun' of Lupton, Sir |; © 
David Barclay of Cullearnie , John Henderſon of Fordell My; |. n 
George Winrame Of Libertown , Sir Robert Drummond , Sir Wil | © 
tim Cormichaell, John Binnie , Thomas Paterſon Jebn Sempil, | © 
Job Kennedy of Air, John Leſlie from Aberdene , William | » 
Glendiming Proveſt of Kirkubright , - John Colzear, Ruling Þ *t! 
Elders, withthe concurſe of the Procurator ofthe Kirk : Þ 
and grants to them full Pow | 
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pe . | - by 
+ Þ fanterim , betwixr and thenexrt Aflembly , for to meer and 


conveen at Edinburgh upon che 17. day ofthis moneth of 
Auguſt , and upon any other day , or in any otherplace, as 


24 {they ſhall chink convenient: And being merand conveencd, 
=o . . 2. 
4 Ffor any fifreen of them, there being alwayes rwelve Mini- 


bfters preſent: With full power for to conſider and per- 
; forme w hart they finde neceflary for the Miniſterie, by pre= 
-aching , ſupplicating , prepairing of draughts of one Con- 
[fefſion , one Cathechiſme , one dixectory of publike Wor= 


E 7 ( which arealwayes to be reviſed by the next Generall 
vr. 


Aſſembly ) and by all orher lawfull & Eccleſiaſtick wayes , 
for furtherance of this great Work in the Union of this | 
{ Nand in Religion and Kiik- government, and for continu- 


$0 ance of our own peace at home , and of the common peace 


oF berwixt the Nations » and keeping of good correſpondence 
"bervixt the Kirks of rhis land, Like asif it ſhall pleaſe 
God toblefle the prayers and endeavours of his Saints for 
* this bleſſed Union, and that if cicher the Lords of Coun- 
cell, or Commiſſioners for the Peace ſhall require their 
concurſe at home or abroad , by ſending Commiſſioners 
with theirs to His Majeſty and Parliament for that effect g 
-,or chat they themſelves ſhall finde 1t necesſary ; The As= 
* ſembly grants fpll power tothem , noronly to concurreby 
- all lawfull and: Ecclefiaſtick wayes , with the Councell 
'-and Conſeryarars of the Peace at home, but alſo to ſend - 
1 ſome ro preſent and proſecute their defires and humble 
| advice ro 1s Majeity and the Parliament , and the Mini- 
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F ſterie-there, forthe furthering and perfeCting of ſo good 


F and greata Worke., Like as, with power to them to pro« 
” moverheir ocher defires , overtures and recommendations 
- of this Asſembly , rothe Kings Majeſtic, Lords of Coun= 
4. cell, Seflion, Exchequer , and Commiſſioners of Parkia= 
4. ment, forplantacion ofKirks, for common burdens, or 


3 conſervation of the common peace , and ro the Parhament 


of rhis Kingdom, in caſe it fall out pro re nate before the 
4 next Asſembly- And ſuch like , with as full power t6 
F 'themro proceed, treatand derermine 1n any other matters 
F to be committed to them by this Asſembly , as1f rhe famine 


1 ' were hereip particulayly inſert, and withas awple power ro 
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SeM. 13. 6. Aug. 1642, | 
A Petition from ſome diſireſed Profeſſors 


31 Ireland. 


* 
) 
; ” 
b 1 
. + 
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To the reverend and right Honourable the | 


' Moderator and remanent members | | 

of the Generall Aſſembly of ] * 

Scotland , conveened a8 S. | 

| Andrews, July 1642. | 4 
L The bumble Petition of the moſt part of the Scottish J } 
Nation in the Northof Ireland, in theirows |}. bo 
Names, and in nameof the reſt of the JT 

Proteſtants there, þ Fat 

b- - Humbly sbeweth , | I fs 
Z wy J-te 
= Ji where your Petitioners , bythe gear blefling of the i} th 


| Lord » enjoyed for a little while a peaceable and fruit-Y ij 
full Minifterie of the Goſpel , yet through our own abuſe of Þ'qo 
ſorich amercy, and through the tyrannie of the Prelates,? -get 
we have been along time ſpoiled of our Miniſters ( ayokeJ* an 
to many of us heavier then death ) who being chaſed intoJ* oy 

. Scotland, werenot altogether un-uſefull in the day of your «thi 
need; And we having been fince oppresſed and ſcattered {i oa 

. as ſheep who have noſhepherd ; now ar laſt the wiſe and}; ma 
. righteous hand of the Lord, by the ſword of the Rebels } -no!1 
| hath bereff us of our friends, and ſpoiled us of our goods ,{&Þ but 
leitus buta few, and that a poor handtull of many , and 11 


hathit* 
">" 


F4 


£ 
2? 
2 


_— II” . off : q " BIT tots . 
4 - ; q- DO os OS. a ak. nol NN Wy; k 
ed: $7 NT © Po 1 » 4 


: ( 7 "072" BY +'# aha ERA ae Abi ah \ 3 jw a ao c 
« oY = "a4 \ - $cſy ; ( X Fg 
'P 607 
\ | ; 
k -t | 0 - - 
- 4 x 
35 , 
* ' 
* 9 


[1 hath chaſed from us the reſt that were called our Miniſters ; 


puns kJ v1 3 #x- : DES. 


4} | the greateſt part whereof we colud ſcarce .efteem {uchas | 
4} being rather, Officers to put the Prelars InjuncRtions -in exe= bk 
|}; cution >. then feeders of 'our ſouls : So that now being vi- b 
'$ | fired with ſword and fickneſſe , and wnder ſome; appreben- | 


{'. fonof famine, if withall we ſhall raſte of the forcſt of all 
lagues » to be altogether deprived of the Miniſtery of the 
ord , we ſhall become in ſo much a worſe condition 
 .thenany Pagans, as that 'once we en;oyed a better: -Nei- 
i ther know we what hand ,to-turn us to for help , but rothe 
F Land ſofar obliged by the Lords late rare mercies, andſo 
14} tarenriched to furnith help of that kinde ; 'a Land, whence * 
_ FF* manyof us diewour blood and breath and, where { pardon 
*F rhe neceſſary, boldnefſe)ſome. of 61r0wn Miniſters now are, | 
4 who were ſo violently plucked from us ; ſoſoreagainit hoth ,3 
4 theirown and our wills; yea, the Land that ſo renderly 4 
| intheir boſoms received eur poor out-cafts , and thar hath - 
| already ſeut us ſo rich a ſupply ofable and proſperous Soul-+ 
| dierstorevenge our wrong. ..._. EN SRL es ray 3 by 
v1 ; Therefore, although we know that. your zeale and bro- 
*'J therly affection would urge-you to take notice withqur our 
advertiſement, yergive us leavein rhe bowels of. our Lord 
4 Jeſus Chriſt, rointrear, ifrhere be any conſolation in Chriſt, 
4 tfany comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the ſpirit, if any 
{bowels of mercy, that now 1a this nick of rime , when the 
{4 fword of the!Enemie making way for a more profitable ca- 
4 tertaining the Goſpel, having alſo baniſhed rhe Prelares, ;.nd 
he Þ their followers , when our extremity of diftreſte , andthe 
11t=" ir hopes of ſpeedy ſertling of peace , hath opened ſo faira 
of J'doore to the Goſpel, yeu would take the cauſe of your youn- 
»per ſiſter, that hath no brelts, ro your ſerious conſideration, 


5 I AE 


* 


AY 
okeJ” and pity poore Macedonians crying to you that ye would come 
ntoJ” overand help us , being the (ervants of the God of your Fa» | 
our} +thers, and claiming intereſt with youin a common Coye- 
ed nant, tharaccording tothe good hand of God upon us, ye 
and} may ſend us Minifters for rhe houſe of our God. We do 
1s | nor take uporrus to preſcribe to yourthe way or the number , 
(6Þ bur in the view of all , the finger of the Lord pointsarthele. » 
af i yhom. though perſecution of the Prelare drew from us , yet 
—_ 3 = our 


\ 


"x50 The Generall 
Gyr intereſt in them could not be raken away , wherein we 8 
truſt in regard of ſeveral] of them , called home by death, - 
your bounty will ſuper-adde ſome able men of your- own |} 
That may help tolay the foundatipn of Gods houſe, accord- | || ' 
Ing terhe Pattern: Bur fortheſe ſo unjuſtly refr ſrom us',, | 
not only our neceſſity , but equity pleads, thar either you'}/ 
would ſend them all over, which were a Work to be paral- 
IIV2d'tothegloriesof the Primitive times, orart leaſt that M 
ye woulddeclare them tranſportable, that when Invirators 
ſhall beſent toany of them , 'wherein they ;may diſcerne a} 
call from God , there may be no difficultie in their looſing? 
from thence, . but they may come back to perfe& what they] Þ - 
Þegan',' and may get praiſe and fame in the Land, where} 
they were put toſhame. Neither are you to queſtzon your 
power over usſoto doe, or crave a preſidentof your own | 
prattiſein that kind', for our extraordinaryneed calling on; 
you , furniſherth you with a power to make this a preſident F 
for the like caſes hereafter : herein if you ſhall lay afice rhe; 
. particular concernment of ſome few places, which you may F 
 ealily outof your rich Nurſeries plent agzin , and make uſe; 
of ypurpublike ſpirits, which are 'not ſpenc,- but increaſes] - 
 , C"byyourſo many noble defipiies; you ſhall leave upon us and} 
, '- our poſteritie theſtamp of an obligation that cannor be de 
.- Jete, orrhart cannor be expresſed ; you ſhall ſend to all che} 
neighbouring Churches a pattern , and erect for' after-agesaſ | 
monument of {elf- denying tender zeale ; you ſhall disburs 
:den the Land of the many outcaſts, who will follow ovelſ +. 
Y; 4 Miniſters ; and you ſhall'make ir appear , that the % 


- 


ce, "<hurlifh bounty of the Prelats , which ar firſt }caſt ſome g 
FE theſemen oyer to us, is not comparable with the cheerfulls 
© beralitie ofa rightly conſtitute General Aﬀewbly, to whom 
we are. perſwaded, the Lord will give {cet for the loant 
' x whichyou beſtow on the Lord ; .yea, the d.'y may comeJ © 
when a General Aﬀembly in this Land may cecurne to ya! 

. the firſt fruits of thanks , for the platits 'of yo.urfree gift 

_,, Andalthongh you were (canrof fuinirure of this kinde you: 
ſelves, ormightapprehehd' more need then form *rly » oi 

x HQoubtleſſe, your bowels of compaſſion would m "ke yolſ 
deep povertie cyen in agreat tryal of afliftion'; abc ume” 
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'H the riches of your libralitie » Bur now ſecing yon abound 
4 *  inall things, and have formerly given ſo amplea proof of 
| your large beſtowing on Churches abroad in Germanie and 
| France » knowing that you arE not wearied in well - doing , 

+ | we confidently promiſe toour ſelves in your name , that ye 
2}; will abound in this grace alſo, following the example of 
'*. our Lord and the Primitive Churches , who alwayes ſenc 
out Diſciples in paires. Bur 1f herein our hopes ſhall faile 
us, we ſhall not know whether ro wiſh that we had died 
with our Brethren by the Enemies hand; for we ſhall beas 
if itwereſaid unto us , Goeſerve other Gods ; Yer looking for 
another kinde of Anſwer at your hands » forin this. you are 
to us asan; Angel of God, we have ſent theſe bearers>M. 7obn 

Gordoun, and M. HughCampbellour Brethren, who may more. 

particularly in forme you of our caſe , and defirerhar attheir | 

returne ;” they may refreſh the bowe'sof 


Your maſt inſtant and earneſt $ upplicants. 


s 1 
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Commiſſign to ſome Miniſters to go to | 
Ireland, © TS Ho 


\ 


"1 4& Hc Afembly having receiveda Petition , ſubſcribed by 
4  *®* aconfiderable number in the North of Ireland , intiwat- 
J . ingtheir deplorable condition, through want of the Mini-« 

\ Afitcricof the Goſpel, occaſioned by the tyrannie of the Pre- 
* lats!, and the ſword of the Rebels, and defiring ſome 
Maniſters , eſpecially ſuch as had been,chaſed from them » | 

by the perſecution of the Prelats, and (We others tobe ad= 

ded, either robe ſent preſently over to refideamongſt them, 
or declarcd tranſportable, that upon invitation from them 
they might goe anqſertle there; rogether with ſome parti* 
cular Petitions , defiringthe returne of ſome particular Mi- ® 
niſters > who had labeured there before : All which the 

' . Afemblyhathcaken to their ſerious conſideration , bein 
' moſt heartily williug ro ſympathize with every member o 

ChriſtsRody , alkhough never ſo remore 5 much more with 
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that Plantation there , which forthe moſt part-wasa Branch | Þ its 

of the Lords Vine, plaorcd in rhis Land. Jn whicit folli-- *Þ je: 

Citude, as they would be loach-ro uſurpe withour their own FF {al 


bounds or ſtretch themſelves b2yond their ounmeafure 3 fo- *7Þ i ri 
they dare nor be wanting. to the enlargement of. Chriſts ©} / 
Kingdome , where fa loud acry of ſo extreame neceſli-. 
rice, . could nor but ſtirre up the bowels of Chriſtian compas= * 


fion- And although they conceive that the preſent unſer- WF 
Jed condition both of Church”, and State » and Land, will MF ri 
Not ſuffer rhem as yer ro looſe any to make conſtant abode FF fi 
- There; yet they have reſolved to ſend over ſome for the pre-  TÞ a 
ſent exigent ll the next Gen, Aﬀembly , by courfesro ſtay IF L 
there four monerhs allanerly : And therefore doe hereby 1: t 
authorize and give Commiſſion to the perſons follewing , to 7}. C 
wit, M. Robert Blair, Miniſterat S. Andrews, and M Fames Þ} 2 
Hamilton, Mivifter ar Dumfreis for the firſt four moneths: *} & 


M. Robert Ramſay, Miniſter at Glaſgow , and M, fobn Mac'el- * 
lani , Miniſter ac Kirkudbright , for the next four monerhs : * 
And to M. Robert Baillie, r:ofeffor of Divinitiein the Uni=- © 
ycrhtie of Glaſgow , and M. John Leviſtoyn, Miniſter of Stran- | 
yaire, for the laſt four monerths: To repair into the North F 
of Ireland, and there to viſit, comfort, inſtru and encou- Þ}:- 
rage tiie fcattered flocks of Chriſt , ra employ to their utter« + | 
molt with all faithfulneſſe and finylerefle of hearc , in plant- jd 
ring and watering» according to the: direction 'of Jeſus Þ}. 
Chriſt, and according tothe doctrine and diſcipline of this }} * 
Church'in all things , Andif need be -( with concurrence | Þ 
_ of ſuch'sf che Miniſters of the Army as are there) rorry and }. 
-- - ordain fuich as ſhall be found qualified for the Minifterie ,- Þ. 
_-> Giviog charge ung the pei ſons foreſaid in the fight of God , | 
- That in Dodtine. n Worſhip, in Diſcipline, and in their 
gayly a>nverſation , they ſtudie to'approve_themfelves as Þ 
the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt , and thar they be comptable ? k 
go the General Aflembly of this Kirk., inall things. Andin | 
caſe if any of the above - mentioned Miniſters b: impeded by 
fickneſs,or otherwiſe n2cefſarily detained from this ſervice,” |} 
_ the Aſſembly ordaines rhe Commiſſioners reſiding at Edin= Þ 
burgh, forthe publike affairs of the Church , ro nominatein Þ 
their place well qualified men , who hereby are authorized Y 
wy. 
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TT _ ſmbby, 164». 53 
F {to undertake the forefaid imployment, as if they had been 
- Þ ;exprefſely nominatein theface of rhe Aſſembly. And rhis, 
| '7F {although poflibly it ſhall nor fully ſatisfie the large expetan 
-- 4 © tion of the Brethren in Ireland, yetthe Aſſembly 15 confident 
©} | they will rake in good part at this time, that which is judged 
+ 74 molt convenient for their preſent condition, eyen a lent mite 


W © our of their own, not very great plenty ,. roſupply the pre- 
I ſenrneceffity ; requiring of them no other recompence , bur 
\ thatthey inall cheerefulnefle may embrace and make uſe of 
ſalvation , and promitfing. ro enlarge their indebted bounty 
FF atthe next Aﬀembly » as they ſhall finde-the Woke of the 
I3Þ Lord there ro require, In the meane while, wiſhing that 
IF thele who areſent, may come with the full blefling of rhe 
+ Goſpel and peace, and recommending them, theirlabours, 


. 4 and theſe ro whom they are ſent, ratherich blefling of the - + _ -; 
4 great Shepherd of the flock. F "a 
= _— — — 

Y Y | 
4 Seſſ. x3. 6. AuguF? 164. 


AT again#t ſlandering of CHiniſters. 


J: ”T He General Aſſembly conſilering rhe malſlee of divers 
1 fi Perſonsinraifing calumnies and ſcandals againft Mini- 
-. ſters, whichisnot onely iqjurious totheir perſons , and diſ- 

F. creduabletothe holy calling of the Miniſterie, -bur doth alfo- 
prove ofcen a great prejudice and hinderance tothe promoy=- ' 
ing of the Goſpel: Doe therefore ordain Presbyteriesand 
Synods to procecd diligently in procefle againft all perſons » 
hit ſhall reproach or ſcandal Miniſters,with the cenſures of 
the Kirk , even to rhe higheſt, according as they ſhall inde 
the degre2 or quality of the ſcandal deſerve. 
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| ; ' At anent ordering of the Aſiembly Houſe. 
TY Aſembly for better order in time coming ordains._ 
* DD the At of the Aflemibly ar. Aberdene for 0zdering the 
1. | \K5 s; Houſe 


AE How 
—_Y 


Houſe of the Aſſembly to bekept hereafter pun@ually. Ane F 
for that effe&t, thar the ſamine be reade the fixſt Seſſion of 
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AG for remembring in publike Prayers thel/ ® 
deſeres of the Aſiembly to the King and Parliament, * 
and indiclion of « publike Fa#t. - - 


"8 He General Aſſembly being defirons to promove the? 
= grear work of Unity in Religion , and Uniformity in/F' 
Church - povernment, in all thir three Dominions, for! F 

: whichthe Aſſembly hath humbly ſupplicare the Kings Ma= }- 

*Jeſtie , and remonſtrate their deſires to the Parliament of 
England, leſt they ſhould be wanting in any meane that may - 

., Further ſo glorious and ſo goad a work : . Doe ordain » that | 
nor only the ſaid Declaration to the Parliament , and ſup- | 

- plication to the Kings Majeſtie, | ſhall be accompanied with *| 

- . theearneſt Petirions and bo lo of the whole Brethren in 4 

private and publike , for he ords blefling thereunto, ac- J 
cording to the laudable cuſtome of our predeceflors , who': 

*In the year of God 1589, ordaines that the Brethren in their ! 
private and publike prayers, recommend uuto God the eftare *| 

- of the afflicted Church of England: Bur havingjuſt cauſe of ' 

- fear, that the iniquities of the Land, which lo much abh+ | 

\ - ount,, may marte this ſo great a Work, doe alſo ordain'a |}. 
*folemne Faſt.to be kept on the ſecond Eords Day of Sep- Þ 

* ember, and the Wedneſday following throughout the whole Yi 
- Kingdome for the cauſes aftei ſpecified. - 1. 
IT. Groſfe jgnoranceandall ſortof wickednefſe among the F 
greater part 7 ſecurity , meer formality arid unfruitfulneſſe - 

-among the beſt , pak unthankfulnefle 1n all. 

+ IE Theſwordraging throughout all Chriſtendome, bur | 
molt barbaroufly in Jreland, and dayly more and more threats | 
,ned in England, through thefamemable diviſion betwixrthe 1 
King and che Parliament there , reading tothe ſubverſion of 

. Religion and Peace in all the three Kingdomes. We ] 
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7 III. ThatGod may graciouſly bleſſe the Supplication f 
' the Aſſembly'ro the Kungs Majetty. and their.morion to the 
# Parliament of England, -for Unitie in Religion , and Unifor- 
| mity of Kirk- governmenr, and all other meanes which may 
|; ſerve for the promoving of ſo greata Worke , and advance- 
/ ment of theKingdome of Chriſt every where. +4 


_ anddefignes of Antichriſt and his followers, arid'all d 


| Lords Day , profaned by going of ſaſt-pannes , Thar Gs, 20 
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IVY. That God may powerfully ovetturneall wicked s 
IVINve 

- motions againſt the courſe of Reformation, and the fo much 
longed for Union of the King and Parliament,  {: bn 
V. That God may bleſſe t e harveſt, ES "1 
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-Reference from the Presbyterie-of Kirkcaldie. .. 
Neat the AAs-of Afſemblics ,: for obſervation: of the - 7 


this Aflembly would declare The' litirs ofrhe-Sabbarh , z "1 

during which the pannes ſhould ſtand, © © © OP 

T" He Aſembyy reſerres the Anſwer'of ehisQ.eftion'y\to®# 485 
of former} aſſemblies. 50. 2 Te al 
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Reference frrom the Synode of Fy fe. 


Har the Provinciall of Angus keep their meeting on_the 
iame day with the Synod of Fyffe , which breakes the 


correſpondence between them, appointed by the General 
Aſlembly of Glaſpew. | 


ANSWER. 5 
FT'He Aſen bly ordaines the Provinciall Aſſembly of Angus to keep 
Tie: firſt meeting upon the third Tueſday of Apr i, ef da 7, 
the 28 of the [aid Aſſembly of Glaigow. | 


_— at... AM att. 


 Overtures 


—— 


' 


Cat Can 1 


cot ok fn 
2.4 % 


| TheGenerall 


+ Onanarer tobe adviſed hy Prevhyteries | ty L+; 
|  #gainſt thenext Pf fſembly. + _ Nor 


Hs Appeals ſhall be brought into the Generall a«\| 
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emblies , and by what ſort of citation. 3: 

t ſhall bethe preſcription of (candalls , within whar # j 

ace of rime ſhall they be cballenged , whether afterthree FF 

» the Miniſter havin as b been allawed and approved in | - 
WA daQtrine by Synogs Pregbyteries _ and Vitea- ; | 


kar order ſhall be taken for kee ping general Aſſemblies, | 

when Presbyteries ſenU not the fullinumber of GCommiſſio- Ul | 

- +. ners: Or whetrths Commiſſioners abide not until the con= "| 

| Pp chvon anddifſolving of the Asſembly. = - 
'& FOSS 30 Re wyu for Teſtimonial JIE) 1 
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"He - Aſemby appoints be next Generall Aſſem- 
4g ro Ln: «t Edinburgh , the fr cena 
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| The Kings Letter to the General Afembly, 


Preſented by his eMajefties Commiſſioner 
Sir Thomas Hope of Craighall Knight, 
Hu Majefties Advocate. 


: CHaRLEs R. 


A Ruſtie and welbeloved, We greet you well? 
J [he time now approaching for the holding of 
| the Generall Aſſembly of Our Kirk of Scot- 
land , and We having appointed Sir Themes - 
F | Hope Our Advocate tobe Our Commiſſioner - 
F there; We thought good to preſent” him there with theſe 
Our Letters , and to take this occaſion to minde you of the 
duty which you owero Us your Soycraigne, and to the ** 
peace of that Our Native Kingdome, How far We have þ 
4 lately extended Our grace and favour towards farisfattion 
4 of your humble deſires, there is notany amongſt you bur 
|. - way well remember : And therefore in this conjuncture 
of Qur affairs, it is but reaſenable rh Weexpedt from you 
ſuch moderation in the durifull proceedings of this Asſem= 
bly, as may coneurre with our Princely inclinations and 
NY | v. deſires, 
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gion, are often the inlets ro civill diſſentions , and. 


"M--- 


Papiirs of Our great affeftion ad ſpeciall tendernefle; 7 1 un 
© your peace ( who ofall Our Dominions are yer happie 7M 


peace 5 having'wel- bbſerved thar alterations in points c __ 
hazzard, if not-overthrow of both. Kirk and Kin domes." 


therein to the envy of others) We conjure and require you? 
in the fear of God, and obedienee. of Us his' Vicegerent, | 
rhar your endeayours and conſultations terd onely to pre- * 
ſerve peace and quietnefſe among you. - And fo We bid | 


you farewell.  Givetiat Our Court at Oxford the 22, cay 'F 


of July , 1643. 


Toour right. truſty: and. welbe loved Couaſelour , Sir Thomas | 


Hope Knght, our Advocate general , and Our Commisſiorier 


at the generall Aſſembly of the Kirk in Our Kingdome of Scot 
nd, and ta the reft ofthe ſaid Afjembly now conveened, | 


———.. 


——{ 


Sel, 2. Auguſt 3. 1643. 


Overttres anent Bills, References, and Appeales. 


I. 'T Har all Bills whatſoever of particular corcernment » 


whereunto all parties having intereſt 'are not cited ,' }' 


ſhould be rejected. 
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deſires, £0 proſerve- that Kirk and thar our Kingdome in; 
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T1. 'Thatall Billsbe firſt preſenteg to the inferiour Judi» J* 
catoriesaf the Kirk,who may comperenrly conſider of them, 'Þ 
and from them be orderly and gradatim brought to the As» 
ſembly , according to the order pre{ciibed for Appellations Þ 


mor Asſembly of Edinburgh , x639. in the 24. SesC. Au- 
| - | 


Jations, bealſo extended ro References; 


I V, In Appellations and References of particular FO ; 2 


ecrament , if all partics having intereſt , have been preſent 


zo the inferiour Judicatorie when the Appeal and Reference | 
was made, then there is no-neceſlitie of ciration, Butin Þ 


Caſs of their abſence > citation of parties is ſo neceſlay, wo 


——_ 
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I 1 i. That the ſaid At of Asſembly I 639. ancnt Appele Y A 


{ 


oy 


F | ", » 1643, 
j Iicbe wanting, , Appellations and References ſhould noe 
de received. 
L 'V. 'Thatconform to former Ats of Aſſemblies ; Appel- 
I Jarions poſt ſententiambe made within ten dayes after the ſen- 
rence , andotherwiſe not tobe reſpected. 


1 \ * The Af, embly ordaine} their Overtures te be gmuen to the ſeveral 
| Crmomntees for their derefiion, = 
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Seſl. 3. Auguft 4. 1643+ 
| AC for cleftion of Profeſſours to be Commiſtioners 
4 q 1 to Aſſemblies by Presbyteries. 


by We | mars 4 = 


TH: Asſembly thinks , if Profesſours of Divinitie in 

Univerſities be Miniſters, that they way be choſen 
| Commiſſioners ro the Generall Asſembly, either by the 
* Presbyterie as Miniftersor by the Univerſite as Proſesſours 
of Divinitie. 


% 


—_A ty mamas A 
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4» Seſf.4 ins; 1643. | -— 
4: ' The Petition of the diſtreſſed Profefſours in 


Ireland for Miniſters. 


s J » 


1 | To the reverend and honeurable Moderatour and rema«- | 
” ment Members of the General Aſtembly of Scotland, 
conveened at Edinburgh, Aug. 1643. 


I 3 The humble Petition ef the diſtreſſed Chriſtians 
| 1n the North of Ircland. 


Humbly-cheweth , 


| Ta whereas you were pleaſed the laſt Year to take n nos | 
F rice of our Petition, and conceived (o favourable an at £ 
by 5 | ous behalf, from our hearts we blesſe the Lerd ay of 
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-- 2360 _ TheGenerall *F' 
our Fathers , who pur ſuch a thing as this in your heart , x 
begin in any ſort to beautifie the Houſe of the Lord among] 

vs : Doubelesſe you have brought upon your ſelves the blesg i 
Ing of them who conſider the poor ; the Lord «ill cerratnily 
deliver you in the time of trouble. We truſt no diſtanced 
place, no length of time, no preſſure of aftition, ye##* 
nor ſmiling of proſperity , ſhall delete our of our thankful 
memories the. humble acknowledgement of your ſo. 
therly care: in drawing out your breaſts , yea , your ſal 
to ſatisfie the hupgrie : although we have been bearen wit 
the (word , bitten with famine , our own wickednes co 
recting us-, our back - ſlidings reproving us, yet we hal 
not tofarre forgotten the Lords ancienrlove, bur that ot 
_ hearts were b:roughr toalitcle reviving in the midſt of out? 
bondage, by the Miniſtery of theſe, who at your direction” 
made a ſhort viſit amongſt us. We know you did nor con 
ceive it expedicnt at that time , tolooie any for full ſett=; 
Ii ng here ,. till the waters of the blondy inundation were 
ſomewhat abated » and prohabiliry might be of ſome com-J 
' fortable abode ,. which we through the Lords revenging! 
hand, purſuing our enemics , and the vigilancie of your; 
victortous Army, isSin a great meaſure attained unto. What-: 
ſoever mighthave derained ſome of theſe whom ye direQted; 
tous , whoſe ſtay made our expeRation prove abortive , we: 
| ſhallaſcribeir to our own abuſe of ſuch treaſure , and want' 

\ ., . offpirituall hunger, occaſioned juſtly through' rhe want of" 

3 food; And yet that ſame diſ-appoiotment , together with! 

4 your fairhfull promiſe of 1nlarging your indebred bountie, 

Which is put upon record in all ourhearts, hath made us}con-Þ 
ceive the (eed ofa lively expeRation, that you wil; now no}. 
more put your bountie » andthe means of our life, into rhe Þ. 
hazard of ſuch frnſtrattons, but will once for all, boſtowanÞ 
ample and enduring bleſſing. And of this we are ſo much 
the more confidenr., becauſe our former ſuit was not denyed: 
bur delayed: orly we fear , if a newdelay be procured» 

. till all thingsbe fully ſettled , that the obſerving of winde 
and clouds, ſball hinder both ſowing and reaping. Andin: 
the mean time , the Prelates and their Faction may ſtep 1n 
and inveſt, themſelves of their old ryrannie over ww cons | 
: - _ 
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| Aſſembly, 1643® 16» 
4; ſciences» whoif they once ſhall ſee.us poſſeſſedofour own 
off ©. Inheritance , thoſe Canaantes dare not offer to thraſt us out. 4 
|. By all appeararce, if the jeſuires had any hope to finde 2 
welcome amongſt us , they had provided us fully erenow | 
with their poyſoned plants, - Our hearts abhorrerhe check= 
ing or ſuſpecting of your proceedings, yet it is lawfull to 
learn ſometime from our enemie : Bur in this you have be- 
gin before-, not only todo, butalſoto be forwarda year 
ago, and thereby have ingaged your ſelvesto perfet your 
. * ewn beginnings , and bringus out of ourerphan condition. 
 Weare. falcnin yoor lap, this ruine muſt beunder your 
- hand; yolicannotprerend want of bread or cloarhing , you 
mult be healers: We have choſen you curators te your little 
; young fſter that wants breaſts ;. there isnone inearth to take 
er out of your hand, for we will not, norcannor hide it 
from your Honours and Wiſedome, that we want bread , 
and, muſt not only, as before» hayeabit for our preſent 
heed, burtalſo feed to ſow the Land. =D 
m-l It is therefore our humble and earneſt deſire , thatyorw 
ing) Wouldyeragain look on our former Petition , and your own 
wur{ _ Obligatorie*Act,and at leaſt declare your conſent,that a com 
ar-1 percent number of our own Miniſters may be looſed toſercle 
ed Here, and break bread to the children that lye fantingat rhe 
well headofallſtreets, which although ir may be accounted but 
nr areſtoring of what we loſt, and you have found. , yer we 
of} ſhalleſteem itas rhe moſt precious gift thatearth can affoords . 
ith 4, When they are ſo looſed*, if they finde notall things concur- 
ie, Ta toclear Gods calling, 1t willbe in their hand to forbeas 
5n-4- and you have 'reſtified your bountie. Bur oh for the Lords 
noÞ: fake, do not kill our dying ſouls, bydenying th: ſe our 
the | neceſlar defires. ' Thereareabourt twelve or fourteen waſte 
20 4- Congregations on this nearneſt. coaſt ; let us have ar leaſt a 
ich | competent number that may cre& Chriſts throne of diſci= 
ed | pline, and may help to bring in others, and then ſhall we. 
-d, 1 ing, that the people who were left of the ſword, have faund 
de | grace inthe wildernefſle. We have ſent theſefour brethren , 
JS Sir Robert Adair of Kinhilt Knight , and Wilkam Mackenna of % 
Bel faſt merchant, jto arrend an anſwer from yop, who rs 
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162 TheGeneralt 7 
attained that happinesſeto be lenders andnot borrowers, } | 
- and to preſent the heartie longiug afteCtions of - 25g Co, 
| Your mf obliged and more exſpefting | © 
ethren and ſervants. JI 


Subſcribed by very many hands. 


—_— = —_—_——— 


Sell. 6. Auguſt $. 1643- 


Ads for ſubſtribing the Covenant. © . 
TFT" He General Afſembly conſidering the good and pious ad- 3Þ n 
vice of the Commiſſioners of the laſt Aſſembly , upon I u 
the' 22. of September, 1642 poſt meridiem , recommends Þ. tc 
ingro Presbytries , to' have Copies of the Covenantto be . Fa 
ubſcribed by every Miniſter at his admiſſion, doth there« t 
fore ratifle and approve the ſamine. And further ordaines , / 
that the Covenant be reprinted, with this Ordinance pre=. a 
fixed thereto, and+ that every. Synod , Presbyterie,, and t 
Paroch, have one of them bound. in quarto , with ſome. '1 
blank paper, whereupon every perſon may be obliged to t 
ſubſcribe: And thatthe Covenants of the Synod and Prevby- ' 
terie be keeped by theirModeratoursrefpetio8; of Univerſities & 


” . bytheirPrincipals , of Paroches by their Miniſters , with 

* all carefulnefle. And that particular account of obedience ta 

| this Act, be required hereafter in all yifirations of Paroches, 

 Oniyerſittes, and Presbyreries , and all crialls of Presbyte= 
rtes and Synod books. ' i | 


ie Sage, Framing conſidering that the Ad of the Aſ- | 
© ſemblyar ; 1639. Huguſt 30. injoyning all per- ' | 
ſons to ſubſcribe the Covenant ap all Ecelefaſiical | 
cenſure , hath not been obeyed : Therefore ordaines all _ 
Miniſters to make jntimation of the ſaid AR in their Kirks, + 
and. thereafter to proceed with the cenſures of the Kirk a- 
gainſt ſuch as ſhall zefuſe. ro ſubſcribs the Covenant. And. 
' that exact account be taken of eycry Miniſters diligence” 


herguanil - | 
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' Aſſembly, 1643. 163 | 


| hereioril by heir Presby erics and Synods, asthey willanf 


|| . 


yer to the General Aﬀembly. 
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 Sefſ. 5. Auguſtg. 16437 
AY for ſearching Books tending to 


S eparation. 


Je Generall Afembly conſidering the recommenda- 
ton of rhe Comniitkoners of the late Afembly at 
1; - £&- > Andrews, upon the 12 of May laſt , rocvery Mim 
ZF nitter wittan cheir ſeveral bounds ; eſpecially ro Minitters 
7 upon the coaits , or where there is Harbourie and Ports » 
4 to try and ſearch. for all books tending ro Separation 2 
7 And finding the ſame moſt n=ceffar , do therefore ordain 
' thar recommen<.tion to have. rhe ſtrength of an ordinary 

AG of Aﬀ:mbly : And that every Miniſter be carefulto rry 

and (earch if any ſuch books be brought ro thts Countrey 

from beyond ſeas , and if any ſhall be found, ropreſent 
"the famine to Presbyretjes that iome courſe may be takers 
- tO hinder the difperhing rheteof: And earneſtly recommend. 

to the Civil Magiſtrates, co concurre with their authoririe 
 inall things , for efiettual execurion hereo!. 


——_—J__ 


Eames... 


Approbation of the proceedmgs of the 
Commuſoners of the lat Aſſembly. 


Je Generall Asſembly having heard the report of the 
Commutee appointed te conſider the proceedings of 

the Cormuthon::s of the lateAsfembly ar S. Andrewys. 

ait.r mature deliberation , and {erious confideration theres 
of , findes the whole As, Concluſions ano Proceedings 
of rne latds Commulltioners , contained ina Book and Re+1- 
ſter © ſubſcribed by Mallar Andrew Ker their Cl-rk , 25d by 
Maſter David Lindſay Modetatour , MY Meſtes Fames Hamil - 
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. 264 The Generall. A 
zon Clerk tothe ſaid Committe, to deciare much wifedome,. 
. diligence, vigilancie, and every way commendable zeal and: 


fidelirie in doing and diſcharging every thing accordingto. - 
their Commiſſion. nicks 4 | 
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Seſſ. 8. Auguft to. 1643. ] 
Propoſitions given by the Commiſſioners of the Parkhas! 
[ment of England to 4 Committee, tobe preſent= # 
| ed by them to Aſſembly. 4 ; 
E the Commiſſioners appointed by both Houſes of the 
Parliamentof England, defire your Lordſhips , and 
the reſt of this reverend Committee, to repreſentto the re«. | 
verend the Generall Aſſembly ofche Church of Scotland , | 
that we are commanded. | | 
To acknowledge with all thankfulneſle ro God , their - 
zeal for purging and reforming Religion, and care not on- 
1 ro prevent the grouth , bur utterly to extirpate the Reli- | 
ques of Popery : And alſo the great bleſſing of Almighty 
>,» yaa their ſs conſtant and faithful endeavours , thus 
far eſtabliſhing them in truth and peace, together with their | 
labour of love, to procure the like happinefle to our Church 
and Nation. 
- Togive them an account of their earneſt deſire and ende- + 
' avour to ſee the ſame Work promored and perfeted among |} 
Ourſelves 3 which chou.. h it hath been oppoſed and retard- } 
ed by the induſtrious malice of the Popiſh, Prelaricall, and 
malignant partie, yet thraugh Gods goodnefſe it hath ſo fat 
revailed, as to producethe removeall of the High Commiſ- Þ 
; Kon » the making void the coercive power of the Prelates iþ- 
and their Courts, The ejection of the Biſhops from rhe 
Houſe of Peers , the turning out of many ſcandalous Mini- 'Þ 
ſters, Beſides thar they have paſſed and preſented to his. 
Majzftie diverſe Ki]ls viz. For the ſuppreſſing of innovztions, 
For the jmore ſtrict obſer varion of the Loids Day , againſt 
PJuralities and non «= refigencie 2 For the puniſhment of the © 
| {ſcangalons 
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4 cedby ſtrong hand whichiFonce they ſhould rake root again 
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eAſcembly , 16437 2 165 


| 4 ſcandalous Clergie , For the abolition of Epiſcopacie , and * 
:.- the calling an Asſembly : The true Copies of which, we 


herewithall deliver. Which Bills, through the under- 
minning of rhe Papifts , Prelates , and their party (the 


| -conftant enemies of Reformation ) have not yet obtained 
\ his Majeſties Royallasſent. And yer confidering the urgent 


neceſlicy of purging and ſettling the Church ( as hath been 
often presſed and preſented ro the Parliament of England, 
by ptous and frequent exhortations and Declarations from 
that reverenr Asſembly) they have been conttrained by an 


f { Ordinance of both Houſcs, to call an Asſembly of Divi- 


nes, and others, now fitting, tro con/ider and prepare 


:& what may conduce thereunto, which by the afliltance of ,' 
| ſome godly and learned Divines ſent fromrti1s Nation (as 


15 nearneftly defired) we hope” may through the blefling of 
God, bring it topeifeQlion. | 
And yet notwithſtanding tolet them know that by reaſog 


. of prevailing of the Papiſts, Prelaticall Fation» and other 


malignant enemies to this ſo much defir2d Reformation , 
{ all of thembeing nowin arms againſt rhe Parliamenc ) 
theſe hopefull beginningsare likely , not onsly-ro be ren- . 
dred ineffetuall, but all the former evils, ſuperſtions, and 
corruptions ( which for the preſent ,. through the bleſſing 
of God, arc ina good meaſureremoved, to be re-introdu- 


inthe Church and Kingdome of England , will quickel 
ſpread their venome & infetion into the neighbour Churcl 


| - andKingdome of Scorland the quarrell ofthe enemies of 


this Work b2ing not ſo much ayvainlt che perſons of men » 


- asthe power of Godlines(e , and puriry of Gods worſhip , 
/whereſoever it is profeſſed. Both Houſes do therefore de=- 
| fire that reverent Aſſembly to lay ſeriouſly to heart the ſtate 
* and condition of their ſiſter Church and Kingdome , and 


not oaly by their prayers to aſſiſt in theſe ſtraits , bur alia by 


I ſuch ſeaſonable and effectuall means as to them ſhall ſeem 


meet, ro further and expedite the preſent aid and afiftance 
demanded by both Houſes. | 
Andlaſtly to make known untothem, that weare deſig. 


n:d and ſent by both Houſes of Parliamear, to rhe Generall 


L 3 Aſtembly 


366 _ TheGenerall 
Aſſembly of the Churci: of $c0;:and , ro propound to them 
and con(v)t with them concerning {uch things as may con= 
duce to our own Reformation, and our ſo much defired 
conjunction 1th this Church , which they have mare fully 


expreiled ina Declarationaf their own, which here withall 
We pre; ent. | : 


Auguſt IO. I643, 
SY | W;1 iam Bond , 


Secr. Comma. 


_— — 
—__ Sis eto . 


ADeclaration of the Eovds and Commons in 
the Parliament of England, tethe Generall 
Aſembly of the Church of 
Scotland. 


"Rehas'-4 # 

FE He Lordsand Commons in Parliament acknowled- 
ging with humble thankfuln-fe to Almighty God , 
the diſpoſer oi hearts, rhe Chriſtiar, zeal and love 

which the General] Aflembly of the Churches of Scoriand , 

have manifeſted 1n their pious enceayour: for the preſerva- 

tion of the true reformed Proteſt:?nt Religion . from, the 
ſubtle practices and attemprs of the Popiſh and Prelaricall 
party , tothe neceſſary Reformation of Church diſcipli ne 

aud Government in this Kingdome, and the rhore near u- 

pion of both Churches , do carnelitlv defire that reverend 

Aſfembly to take notice, thar th2 rwo Houſes of Parh2ment 

fully concurring with them 13 theſe prous Intentions ; for 

the better accomplitbment thereof , have called an Aﬀem- 
bly of diverſe godly and learned vincs, and others of this 

Kirgdome , unto the City of Weitminſter , who are now 

1tting and coniuiting about theſe maiters And hkewiſe 

have nomi”"a:<d and appointed Fobn 7 arle of Ruthland, Sir 

William Armme Baronct, Sir HemyVanethe younger, Knight, 

Thomas Hatcher, and Henry Darley & quires, Committees and 
Commitiioners of both Houſes, to the Kingdome and Sta- 
tes of Scotland, who bc:iide their Inſtructions in matters 

ll | > concerving 
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concerning the Peace andCommonweal of both Kingdomes, 
have received Directions to reſort te the General Aﬀembly 
of the, Church of Scotland , and propound and conſult 
with them ,, or any Commiſſioners deputed by them, in 
all occaſions-which may further the ſo much defired Refor- 
mation in Fccleftaſtical matters in this Chirch and King- 
dome, and anexrer conjunaion berwixt hot Churches. In 
performance whereof , Maſter Stephen Marshah and Maſter 
Phili» Nye, Mirſtzrs of Gods Word, and men ef appro« 
ved fatthfulnefle and abilities in their Fun&t:on, boch Mem- 
' ders of this Afſembly of Divines here congregared , and 
ſitting , are appointed to aflift and adviſe the ſ:nie Com- 
miteee in ſuch things as ſhall concerne this Church. And 
the two Houſes do hereby recommend the Commuriees and 
divines afore-mentioned, to the rever:nd Afembly of the 
Church of Scotland , to be by them received with favour » 
and credited in thoſe things , which they , or any taree, or 
more of them ſhall propound to them. | 
It 1s likewiſe deſired, that that reverend Asſembly will 
according to their former promiſe and reſolution, ſend ro 
the Asſembly here , ſuch number of godly and learned Di- 
vines,as in their wiſedome they think moſt expedient for the 
fartherance of this work, which ſo'much concernes the ho» 
nourof God, the proſperity and peace of the two Churches 
of Englandand Scotland ; and which mult needs have a great 
influence in procuringa moreſafe and proſperous condition 
ro other reformed Churches abroad. And that rheir endea» 
yours may be more efettual, therwo Houſes do make tis 
requeſt to them , with their authority , advice and exhore 
tation , ſo far as bs longs ro them , to fiir up that Nation to 
ſend ſome comve:ent Forces in aid of this Parliament and 
Kingdome, againit the many Armies ofthe Popiſh and Pre- 
Jarical party , and their adherents, now in arms for the 
ruine and deſtrution of the reformed Religion, and all rhe 
Profesſours thereof. In all which they ſhall dothar which 
will be pleaſing toGod, whoſe cauſe it is , and likewiſe 
ſafe and advantageous to their own Church and Kingdome, 
who cannot ſecurely enjoy the great bleſſings of Region , 
Peace, and Libertic in that Kingdome , if this Churchand 
L4 Kingdome, 
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kf Kingdome » by the prevailing violence of that partie, ſball 
bee brought to ruine and deſtrattion, CS 

** Fo, Browne , Cleric. Henr, Elſynge , Clers 
bo Parliamentorum. Parl. U. Com. © 
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A Letter from ſome Brethren of the 
CHinſterie 118 the Krk of England g » 
 fothe A fſembly. 2 


Reverend and beloved ; 


y] Fi experience which we have had of your forward- 

& nesſe 1n receiving , and faithfulnesſe in weighing our 
former addrefles , hath given us abundantencourag-ment 
totake hold upon this preſent opportunitic of brearhing out 
ſomething of our ſorrowes z which yaur love and our nece\- 
ſity; command us to repreſent to your conſideration and 
compafiion, Much we know we may commit to the wiſe- 
fome arid fidelity of our Brethren theſe mesſcngers, to im- 
part unto you concerning our miſerable condition , and un= 
to them ſhall leave the moſt. Your qwn Nationall , bur ſpe- 
Etally Chriſtian intereſt , will not permit you to hide your 
eyes from the bleeding condition of -your poor diſtresſed' 
Brethren in England, ſhould neither Letrers,norMesſengers 

| beſent unto youz Bur Mesſengerscoming, we ſhould at once 


dened hearts,by pouring them our into your boſomes , and 
ſeem uograreful ro you, of whoſe readines(e ro{uffer with 
us, and do for us, wehbave had ſo great & ample teſtimonies. 
Surely if ever a poor Naton were upon the edge ofa moſt 
deſperare precipice + if ever apoor Church were ready to be 
{wallowed up by. Saran and his Inſtruments, we are that 
Nation , weare that Church. And in both reſpects by ſo 
much rhe more miſerable » by how much, we expected not 
a Preſervation onely , but an augmentation alſo , of happi- 
nesſe in the one , and glory in.the other, Welooked for 
Peace, burnogood c:me , and fora time of healing , and 
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neglect our ſelves , ſhould we not thus a little eaſe our bur= ' 


Þebpld trouble! Our GOP who io his former Judge- | 


Sn. ma . 


TS OO noi oeponoen 5. VIV p40 5 


ww 


% 
# 3 
"x. 


C 
: 


0 i 
ek 
F 

4 | 
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ents was a moth 8 rorrenesſe (and yer had of late begun to 
end. us. health and cure) isnow turned into a Lion to us': 
and threatens to rend the yery cawle of our hearts: From 
{above he hath ſent a fire into our bones, and it prevailsa- 


*gainſt us; From our own bowels he hath called forth and 
"ſtrengthened an adyerſarieagainſt us , ageneration of bru- 


q tiſh helliſh men , the rod of his anger y and the ſtaff of his. 


*z 


indignation, under whoſe cruelties we bleed, and if pre= 
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3 | / ſent mercy {tep no: in, we ae. Rzghteous art thou , Oo 
33 LORD, and Juſt are all thy Fudgements! But O the more 


*F then barbarous carriages of ou: enemies ;- where ever GOD 


F gives any of his hidden ones up into their hands, we need 


'F not expresſe it unte you, who knows the inveterate and 


4 deadly malice of the Antichriſtian faction againſt rhe Mem- 
4 b-rs of our Lord Jeſus. Anditis well we need nor expresſe 
-1runto mos » for 1g truth we cannot. Your own thoughts 

may rell you better then any words of ours, what the mercie 
of Papilts'is, toward the Miniſters and Servants. of eur 


| \\Lord Jeſus Chriſt, But the Lord knows we are nor rrou- 


| bled ſo much with their rageagainſt ,us, or our own miſe- | 
4 rics and dangers ;' but that which breaks our hearts 1s, the 
danger we behold the Prateſtanr Religion, and all the Res 
| formed-Churches 1nartthis time » through that too great and 
formidable ftrengrh the Popith Faction 1s now arrived art. If 
our GOD will lay our bodies as the ground , and asthe 
1 fircetunder their foot , and poure our our bloud asduſtibe 
q' fore thetr fury,cthe wil ofrheLord be done, might our þloud 
$ Þb<a ſacrifice co ranſome thereſt of the Saints or Church of 
4 Chriſt fromAntichriſtian fury,wewould offer it up upon this 
4 ſervice gladly. But we know their rage is inſatiable, and will 
' notbe quenched with our blouds , immortall, and will nor 
die withus, armedazainft us , notas men, bur as Chriſti- 
ans, burasProrteſtanrs, but as men defixing toreform our 
ſelves, and ro draw our ſelyes and others yet nearer 'unto 


{' God, AndifGod gave us up to bedeyoured by this rage , 


__ b 


. It will take the more ſtrength and courage (atleaſt) toat= 


F tempt the like againſt all the Proteſtant and Reformed . 


BM Churches . In a deeper ſenſe of this extream danget(s 
* thrzating us ard you, andallihe Churches then we can ex 
EE | | LS | presſe,s* 
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prefle, we have made this addrefſe unto'you; in the bowels' I. 
of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, humbly imploring your moſt! 
fervent Prayers to the GOD chat hears Prayers 3 who: 
( ſhould wejudge by providences ) ſeems to be angry with 
our Prayers (though we truſt he doth but ſeem.{o, and! 
though he kill us, yer will we truſt in him ) Oh, give us} 
the brorherly aide of your re - jnfarced rears and prayers » / 
tharrhe bleſſings oftruth and pexce which our prayers alone! 
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have not obtatned,, yours conjoyned , may. And give us 
feverend and muchihonoured in our .Lord your advices, 7: 
what remuns for us further to doe, for the making of our? 
own and the Kingdomes peace with GOD. We havelien 
in the duſt before him 3 we haye poured our hearts in humi-; 
' Jation to him, we have in ſincerity, endeavoured toreform: | 
ourſelves, and no lefle fincerely defired , ſtudied, labour» | 
ed the publick Reformation, Neyerthelefſe the Lord hath | 
nor yer rurned himlelf from the fierceneſle of his anger. | 
And be pleaſed to advile us farther,whar may be the happieſt | 
courſe for the uniting of che Proteſtant partie more firmly > | 
Thar we may all ſerve GOD with one conſent, anditand | 
__ppazainſt Antichriftas one man, thatour GOD who now + 
Hides himſelf fromihis people may return unto us', delihhe - 
 Inusſcatrer and ſubdue his and our enemies , and cauſe his | 
face to ſhine upon us. The Lord proſper you and preſerve | 
6s ſo» that the great work of theſe latter ages may be finiſhed Þ 
to his honour , nd our ownand the Churches happineſle 
through Chriſt Jeſus. | | 
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- Seff. 9. Auguſt 11. 1643 
ATq againſt Burial: and hinging f Homurs, &c. | 


in Kirks. 


"FT He Generall -Afembly conſidering the great abuſe of F 
.& burying within Kirks , wherein'GODS publick wor- Þ , 
ſip is exerciſed, notwithſtanding diverſe Ads of this Kirk» 

-*Sn*q prohiþiting 
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F hereof , do hereby ratifie and approve the former Acts and 
* Conitiru:10ns made againſt burials in Kirks. And ph bites 


F: men:ism the Kirk, hath crept in. Th-refore for remedy 


s Þ [prohibiting the lame. And that throurgh toleration the” 
t- :reof, other abuſes in hingin... of Penſils and Brods , affix 
0} * ing of Honours and Arms, and ſuch like {candaJous Mony. 
29 0s 


» 8 anddiicharges all perſons of whatſoever qualitie . ro bury 
e 3} any deceaſed perſon within the body of the Kirk, where 


of F 


the peopie meer for hearing of the Word , and adnipiftra- 
7 ton of rhe Sacraments. And als inhibites them ro hing 
4 Pen'ils or Brods , toafixe Honours or Arms, or to make 
'F any ſuch like Monuments, to the honour or remembr2nce 
;F of any deceaſed perion upon walls , or otherplaces w1 h- 
in the Kirk, where the publick worſhip of God 1s exer-* 
Cciſed, as(aidis. 
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Sefl. x0 eAuguſt 12.1643. 
| Aﬀanentrepoſitionof Miniſters, depoſed by * 


Superiour Tudicarories, 


He Gz2nerall Asſembly conſidering that ſentences of 
| Syper:iour Jud:catories of the Kirk ſhould ſtand effe- 
Euall z while rhey be taken away by themſelves, and that . 
J they ſhould nor be made void and inefeRual} by Inferiour 
1 Judicatories : 'Therefore diſcharges allProvincull Asem- 
{ bltesto repone any Miniſter depoſed by the Generall As« 
F. ſembly. Andall Presbyteries to repone any Miniſters de» 
4 poſedeicher by General or Provincial Aſſemblies ; And de- 
4 clares and ordains , that all ſuch fenrences of repoſition by 
theſe Inferiour Judicatories reſperve , ſhall be null in them- 
ſelves; And tharthe ſentences of depofrion by the Supe- 
_ riour Judicatories reſpeArve ſhall ſtand valtd and efftetual 
\_ notwithſtanding thereof. | 
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I7z The General} 


Sefl. r1. Aug. 14: 1643. " Ft - 
AT azainft Maſters who have Servants that prophane' IJ 
the Lords day. Ws ; 


He Generall Aſſembly declares , that the Ats made / 

againſt Salmond fiſhing upon the Sabbath, or againſt 
any other labour upon the Lordaday, lo benot only againſt | 
ſervants who aRually work : Bur alſo that the famine ! 
ſhould be extended againſt maſters , whoſe hired ſeryants 
they are. 


Seſl. 12. Aug. 15. 1643. F-- 
E0- .- AS for preporing the Direftorie for the] | 
= worship of God. | By 


THe Aſſembly confidering how convenientit is, that all - 
' the Miniſters of che particular Kirks within this Kings Þ 
dome, in their adminiſtration ,. keep unity and uniformity 
inthe ſubſtance and right ordering of all the parts of the pu= 
blick worſhip of God , and rhar all the particular Kirks by 
the ſame uoiry-and uniformity, teſtihe rheir unanimous 4. 
conſent againſt all ſchiſme and 61v1hon,untco which theſe ti- 
mes : throuzh the working of Saran and his inſtruments , a= 
gainſt tie propagation of the Goſpel. of peace are ſo inclina. ' 
ble : Doth ordain , thar a Directorie for divine worſhip, | 
with all convenient diligence be framed and made ready in | . 
all the parts therzof, againf the next Generall Afembly, J : 
ro bz held in the year 1644. And-forthis end that ſuchas {| |; 
. ſhall bz nominate by this Aſſembly , ſhall immediatly after * 
rhs riſing of the Aſſembly , {erthemlelves apart ( ſo faras* + 
"may be ) from their particular callings , and with all dili= 
gence and ſpeed , goabour thisſo publick , ſopiousand fo 
, profitablea work- And when they have brought rheiren= 
deayqurs and labours aboat this DireRocietoancnd , ek 
| It DC 


g [3 
v o 45 [LA 
« ' 
” ! 


Yn © > 9 5  y2Þ2 os 


i929 cT Ss W FF 2Qo0o MH Ov HV v 
L ad 


"w ” \ 
_ he 
. La 
#5} 1 ; 
GI L 


" Apriland May, thar the famine bein 


\ - theſe times. 


4 \ was ry 
+ hs A $ N > 
* V VS x. tr K-42 
a. LO Nt a nigh; 
b 
RE 


173 
* it beputintothe harids of the Commiſiioners of the Generall 
"1: Afembly,; to be reviſed , and thereafter by them ſentin 
" ſeverall Coples toall the particular Syneds ro be held in 


Arai with their 
obſervations, notes, and animadverſions to the Generalk 
Aſſembly, it may in end , after their full triall and approba- 
tion , by-order and anthority from them be received, and 
practiſed by all the Miniſtersand particular Kirks. - And for 
preſerving of peace and brotherly unity , in rhe meanwhile, 
11] the DireCtorie by untverſall conſent of the whole Kirk 
betramed, finiſhed , and concluded , The Aflembly :for= 
bidiieth under the pain of the cenſyres of the Kirk , all diſ- 
putarion by word or writing , inprivate or publick , about: 
different praQtices in ſuch things, as have not been formerly 
determined. by this Kirk, And all condemning one of an- 


| otherin ſuch lawfull things as have been univerſally recei- 


yed , and by perpetuall cuttome praCtiſed by the moſt faith- ]. 
Fall Minifters of the Goſpel , and oppoſers of corruptions 
in this Kirk » ſince the firſt beginning of Reformation re 
And doth-exhort and command that all 
endeavour to the keep the unity of the ſpirit, in the bond 
of peace, tharall beginnings of Separation, all ſcandallan& 
diviſion, be by all means avoided; And that againſt envy= 
ing , and ſtrife, and fattion, and glorying in men , eyexy 
one go before another in the duties of love, and ſo fulfill the 


A. Law of Chriſt : Thar continuing in one ſpiritand one minde, 


& fighting rogether through the faith of the Goſpel, we may 
murually aide, ſtrengthen and comfort one another in all 


'  Paſtorall and Chriflan emploiments , better reſiſt the com- 


mon adverſaries , edifie one another in the knowledge and 


. fear of God, and the more acceptably, and with the gre= 


ater bleſſing ſerve the Lord who hath doneſo great things 
for us. | 
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Propoſitions from the Engliſh Commiſſioners | 
_' preſented thu day tothe a fſembly. "1 
[7 Erhe Commiſſioners appointed by both Houſes ofthe 7 {Þ* 
Parliament of England , being commanded bythem 
(a> we h:ve already declared) rodefire the reverend Aflem- #I 
bly of Scorland , ſeriouſly ro lay to heartthe preſent Eſtare # 
of their Siſter Church and Kingdome of England', and not+ Þ 
+ onely to afliſt with their Prayers in their ſtraits , bur alſo by FE: 
fuch reaſonable and cffeEtuall means asro themſelves ſhall *Þ 
ſeem meer ro further and expedite the afliſtaace now defired | | 
by borh Houſes from the Kingdome of Scotland, anda th 
more itrict union with them, Have thought fir in Purſuance ';F, 
of the commands received from both Houſes of Parliament, :Þ 
communicate to this Aſſembly the paper which tothis pur= *Þ 
pole w? have lately delivered to the Honourable Convens 
tion of Etares, in this Kingdome, that ſo this reverend 
Aiſ:mbly mighr be rhe berrer enabled, rocontribure their | 
beſt afliftance roward che furthering and expediting of the _ 
fame. Wherein we aflure our ſelves of their ready and wils Þ} ** 
ho AIATy ; conſidering re grear ſervice they may do | 
toVod, and the grear honour may redound to themſelves ' 
in becoming the Inſtruments of a glorious Reformation , 
not onely through this Landzbur from thence poſlibly tobe ? 
ſpread to other Churches nov opprefl-:d nader the Anti-: : { 
chriſtian bondage , and ryrannie of rhe Popich and prelatical 
Faction. We will nor {ay there liesany oÞltgation upon” F 
this Church and K1ngdome,, ro comply with the d fire» of F ;; 
the two Houſes of Parliament; though we might call co | 
minde-that God by the hand ofthe Church and Kingdome ] 
of England , d1d once reach forth afliſtance and aid unto ': 
. this Nation, and hath ſince u{ed them as a help to tizat bles» 
ſed Reformation 1t now enjoyes, And who knowerth .'J 
whzther the wiſe rovidence of God hath nor ſuffered this * 
Church and Kingdome to be remprced thereby, ro make 
them'the more ſenſible of rhe preſent miſeries of rheir bre- 
thren, and bkewiſe given them a good iflue , with theren- 
| tation, 
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tation, that they miyhr be made a means of our deliver= 
ance ?' We ſhall notneedto offer any. grounds of pruderice 
' t@inyite rhemhereunto, who haye already prevented us in 
i}; the acknowledgement of what mighr be ſaid of that kinde 
4; [1 in the advice preſented by rhe Commiſſioners of the Generaf 
14 Afembly ; July 6.. x643. untothe Convention of Eſtates, 
#þ EXxpreſiing as one remedie of the preſent dangers 'of this 
Fþ Church and Kingdome, their carneſt defire of renewing the 
FF league and asfocitation with England , for the defenceof 
"IÞ. Ecligion againtt the common enemic , and of further ex 
'F\ tending-the ſame againſt, Prelacie, and Popiſh Ceremo- 
'F nies, for Uniformity in externall worſhip and Church-go- 
+ F vernment. And wehope thar the ſame God who hath pue 
. | thefe defires1nto the hearts of both Kingdomes , will make 
" 'Þ uſe of this preſent opportunity to knit them both to him= 
 'Þ ſelf, and each other ina moſt ſtrict and durable Unien, 
'} and thereby the more firmly to eſtabliſh rruth and peace in 
' - | both Nations. Howſoever this which we have done in 
(| diſcharge. of our duty will affoord the comfort of a good 
' conſciente in our greateſt diſftresſes , and give us ground to 
{ expe deliverance ſome way or other from the manifold 
1] wiſedome and power of God,' who though men and means 
fail + will not caſt off his people , nor forſake his inheri= 
tance. . We have'onely this to adde further , that we are 
| commanded by both Houſes to ler this reverend Asſembly 
} know thar it 1s their earneſt deſire , thar what other Propo- 
; ] fittons may be thought firto be added and concluded by rhis 
1 Asſembly » whereby the afiſtance and Union berwixr the 
two Nations » may be made more beneficiall and <ff-Ctuall 


ct 


4 


a Þ for the ſecuring of Religion and Libertie, ſhould be offered 
: FT to us , atdraken 1o our ſpeedy conſideration, 

] Huguſt 15. 1643, William Bond. Secr. Com 
h ll; | | 
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The Taper before - mentioued , -delivered\| 


Auguſt 12.to the Convention, and this day 
to the Aſſembly 


Y-Parlizment of England , areby our inſtrutions com-I} 


' manded to put their brethren of Scotland in minde , thats, 
_ the Popiſh and prelaricall Fadtion that began with themgJÞ 
about the year 1638. and 1639. and then intended ro makeF- 
wayto the ruine ofthe Kingdome of England by theirs; F* 
have not abated avty part oftheir malice toward the Narion ! , 
--and Church of Scotland , nor are art all departed from their '} 
deſigne of corrupting and altering Religion rhrough the} 
- whole Iland, though they have inverted rhe manner of} 


their proceedings conceiving now that they have an eafier } 
way to deſtroy them , if they may firſt prevail over the Par-:] 
liament and Kingdome of England. In which reſpe@titis 
. the defire of both Houſes, that'the two Nations may be 
ſtrictly united. | for their mutugll defence againſt the Papiſts [ 


and prelaricall FaCtion', and their adherents in both King- 


W 


domes, andnot tolaydownarms till thoſe their implacae | 
ble enemies ſhall be diſ-armed , and ſubjected to the autho- 
rity and juſtice of Parliament in both Kingdomes reſpeti- 
vely. Andasan effeftyal mean hereunto , they deſire their 
brethren of Scotland to raiſe a confider:ble force of Horſe: 
and Foeor, for their aide and afiiſtance,* ro be foithwirh 
ſent againſt the Papiſts , prelarical FaClion, and malignants 
now in arms1n'the Kingdomeof England _ | 
And for the better encourazement of the Kingdome of! 
Scotland ro this neceffiry and ſo much defired Union , we 
are by both Houſes of Parliament authorized to aſſure their 
Þrethren, thar ifthey ſhall be annoyed or endangered by a- 
ny Force or Army either fr om England or any other place, 
the Lords and Commons of England will aliilt them with a 
propertionable ſtrength of Horſe and Foot , ro what their 
Bxethren ſhall now atfoord them to be ſent into Scotland 
for the deience ofchar Kingdome , And rhey will raalogl | 
| a guard 


| E the Commiſſioners appointed by both Houſes ofthe! | h 


: *” 
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a gttard of Ships at their own charge upon the coaſt of 
Scotland forthe ſecuring of that Kingdome , from thein- 
vaſion of Iriſh Rebels or other enemies» duriag ſuch time 
as the Scotiſh Army ſhall be employedin th-defgnce of the 
Kingdome of Englend, And rotkeend thatnothing might 


be wanting in the Parliament and Kingdome of England to 
facilicare this work (wherein the true reformed Religion, 


\ nor onely in th:ſe rwo Kingdomes, but throughourall Eu- 


rope 15 {o highly concerned ; We are farther authorized to 
conſider with their brethren the Eſtates and Kingdome of 
Scotland , of what other Articles or propoſitions are fir 16 
be added and concluded , whereby rhis afliſtance and Union 
berwixtrhe two Nations , may be made more beneficial 
and effeCtual for the ſecurity of Religion and Libertie in 


| beth Kingdomes. 


All which being taken into the ſeriousand Chriſtian cons 
fideration of ri'e 11ght honourable the Lords and others of 
the Convention of the tftates of Scotland , we hope there 
will not need many arguments to per{wade and excite then 


, togive their conſent ,. and that with all convenient ſpeeds 
' t0 theſe deſires of both houſes of the Piritament of 


—— 
land ; ſ{ceing now they have fo fully declared , as by OM 
they have Jone al: eadv, ſoby wrar they are yet deſirous to 
do » thatrhe crue ſtate of this.caule and quarrel is Religion, 
in the Reformation wh=tevf they are > and have been ſo. 
forward and zealous, as that there 1snot any thing expreſſed 
unto them by their brethren of Scotland , 1n their former or 
latrer Declarations , wiiich they have nor ſeriouſly rakeix 
to heart , and ſeriouſly endeayoured to effect, (notwirh= 
ſtanding the ſubrle malicious and induſtrious oppoſitions) 
that (o the rwo Kinzgdomes might be brought into a near. 
conjunction in one form of Ciurch-government , one di- 
reCtorie of worſhip, one Catechiſme , 8c. and the founda- 
tion laid of rhe utter extirpation of Popery and prelacie our 
of both Kingdomes. The moit ready and effeciual means 
whereunto, Is now conc?tvea to be, that both Natioris en= 
ter into a {trict Union and league.according to the deſires of 
the rwo Houſes of Parliamerr. | wo 
 Andtoinduce the per{waſion or his (if there were cauſe} 
| ve 
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we might obſerve, that, in the many Declarations made by 
the General Afſembly or States of Scotland, to their Bre- 
thren of England, there have been ſundry expreſlions,mani- 
teſting the great neceſſitie that both Kingdomes for the ſe= 
curirie of their Religion and Liberties, ſhould ;oyn in this 


ſtrict Union againlt the Papiſts, Prelats,and their adherents: 
» Asalſoin the engeavour ofa near conjun@ion berween the 


Churches of both Nations. The apprehenfion and foreſight ; | 


. of which , hath cauſed the Popiſh and Prelatical Faftion in 


 forreigne parts as well as in his Majeſties Dominions, ſtrit= 


Iy and powerfully to combine themſelves to the hinderance 


of rhis ſo neceſſary Work , and the univerſal ſuppreflion of 7}* 


the rrue proteſtanr Religion in Europe : A courſe not much '}* * 


different from that which they rook 1n the year 1585. when 11 
the wiſedome and zeal of this Nation to counter- myne ſo |} 


wicked a conſpiracie , and from the due ſenſe of the mutual 
intereſt of theſe two Kingdomes in Religion and Libertie, 
found a neceſlity of entring into a league of this nature , as 
well conſidering > that thereby no leſſe ſafetie might be ex- 
pected to both Nations, then danger by forbearing the ſame, 
And though we doubt not butin ſo neceſſary and ſo good a 
Work, many difficultie smay ariſe to interrupt and retard the 
ſame; -yet weare as confident, that the heartie and brother- 
ly affeCtion of this Nation to the Parliament and Kingdome 
_ of England, vill eaſily break through them ; and the rather 
becauſe inthe like caſes of difficultie and danger , not only 
at the time ofthe league above-mentioned, but before, and 
likewiſe fince , when any opportunity hath offeredir ſelf 
\« Harmench dur1ng the fitting of this preſent Parliament,the 
ingdome of England hath been very forward and ready to 
lay to heart the dangers ofthe Kingdome of Scotland as their 
own,and ro decline no means tyithin the reach of their power 
for the redreſle or, prevention of the ſame. 


ao 


Auguſt I2, 1643. 
William Bond Secr. Com; 
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| | Seſl. 13. Aug. 16 164%, 
Recommendation to the Presbyteries and Univerſities 


anent Students that have the 
Irish language. 


[ THe Aſſembly conſidering the lamentable condition of 


*þ = thepeoplein the Highlands, where thereare many that 


"FF gets not the benefire of the Word in reſpect there are very 


7F. few Preachers that can ſpeak the Iriſh language , Do for re- 
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meid. thereofrhink good , that young Students who have 


*F | the \riſh rongue, be trained up at Colledges in Letters, 


eſpecially in the ſtudies of Divinitie , Andto this effect 


| recommend to Presbyteries and Univerſities to preferre 
' any hopefull Students that have the language aforeſaid, to 
'F Burſaries, thatthey by their ſtudies in proceſle oftime at= 


taining to knowledge, and being enabled for the Minifterie, 
may be ſent forth for preaching'the Goſpel ia theſe Highs 


* land parts , as occaſtons ſhall require, 


RR e—_—_——_ 


Sell. 14. AuguF? 17. 1643. | 
The Letter from the Aſſembly otDivines in 
the Kingdome of England , 


To theright reverend the General Afemily 
of the Churth of Scotland. | 


Right reverend and dearly beloved in aur Lord Jeſus Chriſt , 


E the: Aſſembly of Divines and others, called and 
now {utting by authority of borh Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, to be conſulted by them in matrersfof Religion s 
have received from the honourable Houſes of Commons, a 
ipeciall order ( dated the 3. of this inſtant Auguſt ) recom- . 
mending it to us ro writea Letter tothe Generall Aflembly 


. of the Churchof Scotland , taking notice of the pious and 


good expeditions to this Church and Stare , centiticd iy the 
M4 Jare 
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lare Anſwer of the Commiſſioners of rhe Generall Aſſembly 
ofthe Kirk of Scorland,, from their meeting art Edinburgh | 
the 17. of July 1643. And further to defte them to poſſeſſe ] 
the people - of thar Kingdome with our condition, andto |: 
encourage them roour afliftance in this cauſe of Religion. I} 
And having with that order received and read the ſaid An=if/ 
ſwer directed to the honourable Houſes of the Parliament of 
England . we cannot ſufficiently exprefle rhe great contene| 
and comfort » unto which it hath raiſed us in the midſt of the] 
{ad and calamitous condition under which we lie. k | 
It is no ſmall refreſhing ro our mourning ſpirits to finde ,” 
that yet our God hath nor left us wholly comfortleſſe, nor; 
caſt us ſo far our of his ſight , as having made us ſick with? 
ſmiring. that ſhould be verified ofus , Lover and friend haſt | 
. thou put far ſfromus , and that no man ſhould turn afide to ask 
how wedo: but that we finde ſo many of the Churches of | 
Chriſt, andabove themall , our deareſt Erethren of Scot=. 
Jand, ſo far to take to heaxt our extremities, as to ſitin the | *' 
duſt with us » and ſo to look upon ouradverhities , as being. 
themſelves alſo in the body. | 
 Andas we cannot render thanks ſufficient unto our God | 
for remembring ſuch mercte in the midſt of ſo much 
I 

c 


wrath 3 ſo we embrace with all chearfulneſle this op- Þ 
portunitie of | thankfull acknowledgement of the great. 
debr which your love doth continually lay upon. not us 
2lone >» bur upon this whole Kingdome, in the free and 


full expreſſions of your care 5 piety and zeal and of Þ 
hke affections of that wholeNation, toafliſt and concurre F 
with rhe Parliament here, by all good and lawfull means , | * 
for ſertling of Religion in godly unity and uniformitie Þ \ 
throughout all his Majeſties Dominions, againſt all the Þ * 
defiznes, power and malice of bloudie Papiſts, agd Þ ? 
the Prelaticall Fation , with all their malignant adhe» Þ P 
rents, the common enemies of Reformation ," truth and , 
Cace. F | : 

F We are likewiſe much ingadged to the great vigilancie Þ ® 
and travels of the honourable Convention of the Eſtates of p 

( 


Scotland , in contributiog their brotherly adyice , and for 


Ly 
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their readineſſe to give aſliſtance for recovering and ſettling 
the peice of tkisKingdome, againſt the devices, powerand 
practices of the enemies of Religion , and the publick 
Good , whereof ſome hints are gryenin that An{wer and 


of which we doubt not bu: the honourable Houſes of Parlia= 


ment will b2 ſo ſenfible as togive ſuch a return as becomes 
them : for they , berter knowing then we do, the depth 
of the evils under which this Nation now groaneth, and the 
further dangers imminent , will be more able ro value and 
improve the great aftettion and wiſedome of their Bretaren, 
in points of (o high and g-nerali concernement , forthe ſa- 
fene and glory of che Kings Majeſtic , and ofall his King- 
domes, and are more fittotake notice of advices of thae 
kinde, inreference to the civil State > which therefore we 
wholly l-ave with them. | 

But as for the many prudent, pious» and ſeoſonable admo- 
nitions which conrcerne our Aſſembly , the good Lord ree 
ward (for we cannot} ſeveu fold into your boſornes all the 


" good, which you have laboured to procure uuro the 


Houſe of our GOD, and bleed be his Name who hath 
pur ſucha thing as this into the hearts of our Parlia- 
ment, ta cleanſe the Houſe of the Lord of allahe unclea- 
ape thatis init , by impure Dottrine, Worſhip, or Dil- 
Cipline. | 

Nor can we in the depth ofall our ſaffeiings and ſorrows, 
withhold our hearts from rejoycing in the wonderful good- 
nes of God toward this Kingdome» ln thar he hach let us fee 
the gracious fruit of your effectuill prayers and teares, as 
well asof our own endeavours this way : In bringing toge- 
ther this Aſſembly, although in a very troablous time , 


. whereby we may hays berter opportitnity more fully to 


poure out 6ur ſoulesjointly and rogerher ro our GOD , 


for healing of this now miſerable Church ani Narion : 


To conſider throughly , for what more {eſpecially the Land 
mourneth,and how we may be!moſtuſefull to our great GOD 
and Maſter JESUS CHRISU ; In contributing 
ſom2whar to rke vindicating of his precious {truth , many 


wayes corrupted through rhe craft of mzm that bave lyen in 
M 3 walc 
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wait to deceive: In the ſeeking out ofa right way of wore 
ſhippping our GOD according to his'own heart: In pro- 
moring the. power of Vodlinefle: in the hearts and lives of 


all hispeople, and in laying forth ſuch a Diſcipline as may 


Lemoit agreeable to Gods holy Word , and moſt apt to pro 


cure and preſerve rhe peace of this Church at home, and - - 


nearer agreement with the Church of Scotland ( highly ho 
noured by us)and other the beſt reformed Churches abroad, 


Thatſoto the utmoſt of our power, we may exalthim that; | 


1s the only Lord over the Church , his own Houſe, in all 
_ < » and pretent this Church asa chaſt virgin unro 
riſk, | | 
It 1s a timely and ſavourie prayer which you have put up 


atthe throne of Grace, rouchingthe due managing of the. 
proceedings1n this Aſſembly , and that with ſtraigth intens, 


tions we may all ſeek the rruth in every thing , which by the 
blefling of God upon our labours , muſt needs produce all 
all choſe bleſlings which your worthie Commiſſioners men- 
tion, And now, for your comfort as well as our ownen- 
couragement, we defire you to take notice of the gracious 
anſwer of the God thar heareth prayer , unto your fervent 
cryes. Forbeſide our own particular addreſſes and ſecrer 


vows to our God to be faithful ( with diſdain of all baits of -- 


avarice and ambition) it hath pleaſed the Divine Providence 
ſo to direct both the honourable Houſes of Parliament , to 
rake care of preventing all obliquitie in qur proceedings , 
and toſtop the mouthes of all that watch for their and our 
balrings , and are apt maliciouſly co traduce both , ( as if 
we were ſo reſtraiged by them , in our votes and reſoluti- 
ons, as tobe bound up to the ſenſe of others. .and to carry 
on private deſignes in a ſervile way ) that the Houſes have 


tendered to us , and we have moſt readily taken a ſolemne. . 


and ſerious Proteſtarion in the preſence of avon, ny 
ro maintain nothing in this Aſſembly touching DoCtrine , 


bur what we are perſwaded in our conſciences to be tha 


truth; nor 1n matters of Diſcipline , bur what we con» 
- ceive to conduce moſt to the glory of God, and the good 
«nd peace of his Chutch ; which doth not only ſecure the 
| Member 
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Members againſt fetrering; of their judgements or. votes ». 


bur engage them to the uſe of all freedome, becoming the 
integrity of conſcience, the weighr of the Cauſe , the gra- 


: | vitie.and honour -of ſuch an Afſembly. Ir is likewiſe a 


great conſolation , that our GOD hath put ir into your 
hearts to defigne ſome godly and learned Brethren to pur in 
their fickles with us into this Harveſt , which is ſo great, 
and requires{o many Labourers ; for which , as we heartily 
return thanks, ſo we earneſtly pray the Lord to open a way 
totheir timely coming hithe,r and do afſure them of all te« 
ſtmomes of reſyect, love, and the right hand of fellows 
ſhip, who ſhallunder - take ajourney ſo tedious, and now 
ſo perillous, to joyne with us in the Work > when it ſhall 
pleaſe the honon:able Houſes of Parliament to invite them 


thereunto. | 


It remaiuesthar we ſhould now ſpread before you our ca- 
Jamities z dangers and fears of further evils, not only draw- 


1ng toward us, but even threatning you alſo; and crave 


our paſſionate aids in all wayes becoming the Servants of 
Ts Chriſt. Butyour Commiſſioners have ſc fally decla- 
red your certain knowledge and deep ſenſe of them , that 
they have left us no room for 1nlarging our ſelves in this 
parcicular , to Brethren ſo full of bowels and zeal. And 
they have ſuffictently intimated unto the honourable Hou= 
ſes, thar yoware well aware how often the common ene- 
mies of both Kingdomes have conſulted rogerher with one 
content ro cur off bath the one and the other from being a 
Narion , aud that the Tabernacles of Edom, and the Isþe 
maelites of Moab , and the Hagarens , Geball, Ammon , and 
Amalek , the curſed Papiſts, and their implacable and blou- 
dy Abettors here, do ſtill retain the ſame malice, and care 
ry on the ſame deftgne again{t Religion , and perfect Ree 


_ formation even in your Kingdome , happily 1eſcued from 


their former tyrannies, as well as in this of ſcorched En- 


« gland, now 1n the furnace :+ Only they have varied the 


Scene, pouring out all their fury upon usarthepreſent : 
Thar ſo, having once troden us vnder as mire in the ſtreets, 
they may afterward more: eafily ; ( whic1 God ayert) ſet 
their proud and impure feetupon your necksalſo. Where«. 
| M 4 fore 
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i; CIC; - 
fore with the good leave and favour of the honourable Hou- | 
{es of Parliament , we ſh3}l now (pare rhe further exciting 


of you to that which we doubt not of your forwardnefle by » 


all lawfull and meer means to promote with all your might 3 


given ample teſtimony) touching our condition, and to 
Encourage them co ur aſlifiance 1n this Cauſe of Religion. 
And now remembring without cealing your work of 
faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope1n our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, with all due acknowledgments of the precious 
effects of your prayers; We molt humhly and earneſtly de-- 
fire . that the ſame breathinzs of the ſpirit in you may till 
continue , and (if poſſible) more frequently and fervently 
aſcend to your God , andour God , not only for removall 
of outward preſſures , and the vificarion of the {word , that 
hath already learned to eat much of our fleſh , bur alſo for 
the ſpecial afliſtance and protection of the Father of lights, 
'* 1nthis great Work unto which we are now called, and whes 
Tein we already finde many and potent adverſaries: that 
ſeeing the plummet is now In the hands of our Aerubbabels, 
all mountaines may become plains, and they may bring 
forth the capſione of the Lords Houſe with shoutings, crying, Gra= 
Fo, graceuntoit; and that how weak and-contemprible butl- 
ders {ocver webe, the Lord would enable us ro þuild with 
them, that none may have cauie ro deſpiſe the day of our 
{wall beginnings, nor to ſtop our progreſle in the work 
which he hath given us todo, Andas for us , who cannor 
Þut rzke gotice of rhe extraordinary employmems unto which 
youare called in your great Aſſembly; now alſo fitting : 
God forbid that we ſhould fin againſt the Lord, in ceaſing , 
zo pray foryou , that the Lord may enable you to be wiſe 
maiterbuilders , preſerve your peace alwayes by all means , 
and make you ſtedfaſt , unmoveable , alwayes abounding in 
the work of the Lord) to the praiſe of the glory of his grace, 
and tothe further benefit and comfert of the whole Church 
of Goa , but more eſpecially of this out afflicted Ark, now 
waſted into the midſt of a ſea of miſeries , and toſſed with 
tempetty untill oux wile and gracious God, by the forther- 
ET - ance 


e's 
'namely, the poſſeſling the good people of rhat Kinzdome.,z : ! 
( of whoſe witling minde and readinefſe you have already - q | 
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' } 
Þ/ anceof your prayers and brotherly endeavours, ſhall cauſe 
1 i5rro reſt upon rhe mountains of Ararat , which may take a= 
way our fears, as well as put an end to our preſen: ſufer- 
ings, andgiveyouto rejoyce with us, that now mourn for 


* Us, 
Weſtminſter , Auguſt 4. 1643» 


Sabſcribed by your moſt loving Brethren , bigbly prifyng eþ® 
races of G-d in you and that are your Servants for jeſus 
Jp , Inthename of the whole Aſſembly. 
William Tuiſſe ; Pr&locutor. 
| >tobn Whye, * j Aﬀeſiors 
{1 Cornelius Burges, 5 ' >of the Aſſembly, 
| Henry +oborough, S has 


by 


£ a 
[_ 
__— - _—_—_ 


fd 


Adoniram Byfield, 


—————— __-____ 


'1 TheReſult of theDebates andConſ/ultations of 
Tf - theCommittees of the Convention of Eſtatcs. and _ 
General Aſſembly , appointed to meet 
with the Commiſſioners of the Par- 
liament of England. 


Auguſt 17. 1643 


He Committzes of the Convention of Eftates of Scot* 

1 ® land, andofthe General Afembly , being appointed to | 
F meetwith the Commiſſioners of rhe two Houſes of the 
" Parliament of Enzland , upon the Papers delivered in by 
Þ# thefaid Commiſſioners , unto the Convention of Eſtates, 
{ and unto the General Aflembly, upon the x2.and 15,of this 
1 inftant 1643. Concerning the deſires of both Houſes , for, 
' anearand ſtrict Union to be entered into by the two King- 

' domes. And it being declared at the faid meeting , with , 
what ſenſible affetions the General Aſſembly and Convenf 
F cion; did receive the deſires above-mentioned : And hoy 
- beneficial it would be for the more firme ſettlement of rhe 
Kc wt M 5 ſaid 
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faid union» that a Covenant ſhould be entred into by both Þ 
Nations : And this forme thereof being by all the foreſaid - Þ 
perſons taken into moſt ſerious debate and conſideration, 
and agreed unto : Ir was thereupon reſolved by them , thae ./Þ 
it ſhould be preſented to the General Aſſembly, ro'the Con- | 


vention of Eftates of Scotland, and to the two Houſes of 
the Parliament of England , by their reſpetive Committees 


and Commiſſioners ,' that it might with all ſpeed receive 7} 


their reſpeCtive reſolutions. 
Ja. Primeroſe. 
Subſcribed A. Kerd 


William Bond Sec, Com || 


————. — 


— 


— em, 


The League and Covenant above-mentioned , being 


ſent with the Commiſſioners of this Aſſembly, to 


the Parliament of England, and Aſſembly of 
D:vines itt that Kingdome » 70 be received and | 


approven there, is to be printed at the return 
thereof. 


p 
/ 
wa a __— 


eApprobation of the League and Covenant 


above-mentioned. 


T*: Aſſembly having recommended unto a Committee, Þ 


appointed by them tojoyne with the Committee of the 


Honourable Convention of Eſtates , and the Commiſſioners Þ 
of the Honourable Houſes of the Parliament of England, J 


for bringing the Kingdomes. to a more near conjunCtion 


and Union, received from the aforeſaid Committees , the : 
Covenant above-mentioned , as the reſult of their conſulta- F 


thns .: And having takenthe ſame , as a matter of ſo pu- 


bkck concernmentzand of ſodeep importance doth requires - 
Uunho their graveſt conſideration , Did with all their _ | 
F 7. and ' 


Gam i mlyy Fea, pw 


"I TN OV *2. Sod "$*- , , "F 4 a8. hk 
»# y KEEP 7 a Cs of : 4 Was, T ag, ER. « b; 
h, w? . 


eAſembly , 1643] 197 


Pand with the beginnings of rhe feelings'of that joy which 

»FÞ they did finde in ſo great meaſure upon the renovation of 
'F the National Covenant of this Kirk and Kingdome , All. 
./Þ with one voice approve andembrace the ſame, as the moſt 

| powerfull meane, by the blefling of G O D, for ſetrlin 


and preſerving the true Procteftant Religion » with. perfe 


Peace in tis Majeſttes [Dominions , and probagating the 


ſameto other Nations, and for eſtabliſhing his Majeſties 
throne toall ages and generations, And therefore with their 
beſt afteftions recommend the ſame to- the Honourable 


'F Convention of Eſtaces ,; that beirg examined and approved 
- by them , ir may be ſent with all drligence to the Kingdome 
4 of England : that being received and approven there , the 


fame may be with publick humiliation , and all Religious 
and anſwerable folemnirie. {worn and ſub{cribed by all crue 
Profeſours of che reformed Religion , and all his Majeſtics 
good Subjects in both Kingdomes, 


O_— ——_ 


— __@_s}S.DÞ. 


Seſſ. Ult. Auguſt 19. 1643. 


The Aſſemblies humble deſires to bis  Majeſtie anent rhe 


Liſts for Preſentations: With a Recommen- 
dation to Presbyteries. | 


He Aflembly confidering the difficultic of obtaining” 
fix able and well qualified Perſons to be put intoa Litt 
to his Majeſtic , for every vaiking Kirk art his Majeſties Pre= 


Þ ſentarion : Therefore do moſt earneſtly recommend to 
| his Majeſties Commiſlioner , to repreſent their humble de- 


fires ra his Majeſtie , thar he would be pleaſed ro accept of 


- aLiftof three : As altioconform ro the defire of the laſt 


Aflembly at S. Andrews,that his Majeſtie would be pleafed 


{ to accept of any one qualified man » who ſhall be able to 
S ſpeak the Iriſh Language for Kirks vaiking in rhe Highlands: 
- Whichthe Commitlioners Grace promiſed to do with the 


firſt conveniencie, 


And with all his Grace repreſenting to rae Aﬀpably;the | 


' 


Pn 1 
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he conceived his Majeſtie had already done more-; and yet Þ 
would do more for fatisfa&tion-to the deſires of this Kirk, }. 

- anent Patronages , nor any other Patron : And therefore } 
that it were convenient :har all o:her Parrons were earneſt | | 
ly defired co follow iis Myjzſties example 3 And the Aﬀſime! || 
bly thinking ic very n=ceflary that ſome General courſe were 
fer down for providing and planting of vaiking Kirks, 
whereby all occaſions of conreſts and differences amongſt * 
Parrons, Presvyteries,and Paraches may be removed. [here- Þ# 
fore rhe Allembly recommend to ey2ry Pregbyrerie;ro con= | 
ſult and adviſe upon tae belt wayes and m:ans for effetuat- 
Ing hereof, And to report the reſults of their conſultations 
hereintill to the next Aſſembly, |- 


—_—_—"_"_ CO 
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- Overtures anentVVitch-craft, and | © 
$I Charming , CF Cx 57Þ- 


He abundance and.increaſe of the fin of Witch-crafe , 
& inall cheſorrsand degrees of jr in this time of Reforman 

tion, 15to be taken to heart by this reverend Aſſembly , 
, who would to that end confider. 

[. Of the occaſtons thereof, which are fond to be theſe 
eſpecially, extremity of grief, malice, paſlion , and deſire 
of revenge, pinching povertie, ſolicitation of other 
Witches and Charmers; for in ſuch-eaſes the devill affaiis 
them, offersaide, and much prevails. 

I I. Of thzreaſons and cauſes of Satans prevailing ; 
which are groſfle ignorance , infidlitie , want of the love 
of the trath ( which GOD hath made {o long and <learly to 
ſhinz in our Land) and profanefle of life. 

III. Ofth: mzans and wayes to bring them to a confeſ- 
fionand cenſure, which we conceive to be, that aſtand- 
ing Commiſion for a certain time be had from th? Lords 
of Secret Cauncel, or Jaſtice G2nerall, ro ſome under- * 
ſtanding Gentlemen and Magiſtrates within the bounds of 
Presbyreri-s that ſhall crave 1t, giving them pawer to ap- ' 

.prehend, try. and execute jultice againſt ſach perſonares 
as 


- 


_ 
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are guilty. of Witch» craf: within theſe Presbyteries ; Foe 
many Parochs wantthe concurrence of civill Magiſtrates. 
I V. Gi the grounds of apprehending th:m , Which 


"may bearcigning brute of Witch-craft, b:cked with di- 


Jations of confeiling Wirches, being confronted with them 5 
for it is found that the dilations of two or three con- 


 fefling Witches, hath ordinarily proved true : Alfo de- 


poſicions of honeſt perſons, anent malefices commirted , 


- or cures uſed by them , may bea ground of apprehending 


them. 

V. Being apprehended, there would behoneſt and dif 
creert perſons appointed to watch them; for being left alone- 
they are in danger to be ſuborned and heardened by others , 
or of deſtroying themſclves. 9 

VI. Minitters would be careful at all times, eſpecially 
Morning and Evening , todeal withthem, by Prayer and 
Conference > whiles they are in priſon orreſtraint, 

V H. The means {to prevent the grouth ofthis wickeds 
ne{le , are, 

1 hat Miniſters be every way careful and painful in warna 
ing people ofthe danger thereof, and of Satans temptari- 
ons » borh privately and publickly , and to inſirutrhemin 
the knowledge of the Goſpell, and es of Religion, 
by plain cathecheſing, to urge lively faith in Chriſt, whickr 
fairh Witches beſtow otherwiſe 3 Alſo to preſſe holineſſe of 
life, and fervent prayes in private , andin Families, and 
in publick , that they be nor led into temptation 3 Andte 
uſe the cenſures of the Kirk againſt profane perſons, ſuch as 


 Curlers» Whoores, Drunkards, and ſuchlike, for over 


ſuchltke , he gets greatadvantage. Finally , it js requifits 
for preventing of this hainous fin , that people ſeck knowe 
ledge ſtudie ro beleeve, walk in holinefle, and-continue 
conttant andinſtart in prayer. 

And becauſe Charming isa ſort and degree of Witch« 
craft, and too ordinary in the Eand Ir would be injoyned 
to all Miniſters to rake particular nouice of them , ito 
ſearch them out, :and ſuch as conlult with them, and thatrhe 
Elders carcfully concurre in ſuch ſearch ; And this Aſſeme= 


- bly would think on 3g uniforwe way gf ceuſuring theſe * 


Chats 
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Charmers z andſuch as employ them, or.conſult with them 8 | 


pramo quoque tempore. 


The 4 embly approves the articles and Overtures aforeſaid, And | 
ordaines every Presbyterie to take totheir further conſideration |: 
by whatother wayes or means, the fins aforeſaid of Witch- craft, | | 
Charming . and conſultmng with Witches , or Charmers, ©. {| 
fuchlike wickednes | may be tried , reſtrained. and condig- i 


ney conſured and puniched eccliaſticaly and civil: And I ye 


to report thexe judgement hereinto the next Aſſembly. 


Commiſſion for 


ſcribed by avery great number in the North of Ire- + 
land , intiwating their deplorable condition though | 
want ofthe Miniſtery of the Goſpel , occafioned by the rys '*| 
rannie of the Prelars, and the ſword of the Rebels, | 


andj deſiring ſome Miniſters, eſpecially ſuch as had jbeen_ 
chaſed [rem them by the perſecution of the Prelats, and 
ſome others to be added, either to be ſenr preſently o- 
yer to reſide among them , or declared Eg 15 aa 


Bo 
that upon invitation from them 5 they might go and | 


ſettle there 3; Together with a Letier from the Vicount of 
. Aixds to thar ſame effeft. All which rhe Aſſembly hath 
| taken torheir (erious conſideration , being moſt heartily. 
willing to ſymparhize with every Member of Chriſt his 
body , although never ſo remote , much more with rhat 
plantation: there , which for the moſt part was a branch 


of the Lord his vine , planted in this Land- In which 


ſolicitude , as they would be loarh to uſurpe without 
their own bounds , or ſtretch themſelves beyond their 


gement of Chrifts Kingaome , where ſo loud a cry of ſo 2x« 
'treme necetlity , could not bur tir up the bowels of Chris 


ſtian compaſſion, Ard although they jconceive, that the 


| one anſe:rled condition both of Church and State in that 
Land, will not iuter them (asyet) tolooſe any » to make 


any conſtant abade there ; yet they have reſolved to ſend o- * 


vex ſows fox the preſent exigent, till the next general Af- 
, ſembly, 


o 


Miniſters togo tolreland. | 
TJ* General Aﬀſembly having received a Petition ſub- | Þ 


% > . 
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i embly , by courſes, to ſtay three moneth allanerly. And 
+"Ptberefore do'hereby authorize and give Commiſion to the 
-F perſons following, to wit, Maſter William Cockburne Mini- 


Po [ ſter at Kirkmichell, and Maſter Matthew Mackaill miniſter 
4 Þ ar Carmanoch , for the firſt three moneths,, beginning upon 
x 1/þ the 8. of September next. Maſter George Hatchiſon Miniſter 


*3þ at Calmonell, and Maſter Hugh Henderſon Miriſter at Dar= 
21 Jy, ſor the next three moneths, beginning the 8. of Decem- 
LY] ber. Maſter William Adair Miniſter at Air, and Maſter Fobw 
3} Yer Miniſter at Dalſerfe , for the third three monerhs:, be 
?F ginning the 8. of March, 1644. And Maſter James Hamil- 
'F 70: Miniſter at Drumfreis » and Maſter John Maccle[/ane Mi- 
\F <iſter at Kirkubrighr for the laſt three moneths , beginning 
*F the 8. of June, the ſaid year 1644 To 1epair unto the 


4 


” | North of Ireland, and thereto viſit , inſtru, comfort , ayd 
t | encourage theſeatrered flocks of Chriſt Toemploy theme 
” *Þ ſelves to their utrermoſt with-all fairbfulneſſe and fingle- 
» | nefſeof heartin planting and watering , according co the 
1 { dircRtion of Jeſus Chrilt , and according to the Dodrine 
d 'Þ and Diſcipline of this Kirk in all things. And if need be 
4 | ( with the concurrence of ſuch of the Miniſters as are there'} 
j || totry and ordain ſuch as ſhall be found qualified for the Mi= 
'niſtery; Giving charge unto the perſons foreſaids in the 
| light of God, that in DoCtrine , in Worſhip, in Diſci= 
a | pline, and in their daily converſation, they [tudy ro ap- 
Y- | provethemſelves as the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt ; Andrhar 
S Þ they becountable to the Gener. Af, ofthis Kirk in all things. 
i | Andin caſe of any of the aboye-mentioned Miniſters be ime 
i Þ pededby ficknes» or otherwayes neceſſarily derained from 
h Þ this ſervice; The Aſſembly ordains the Commiſſioners re= 
ar 1] fidingat Edinb. for the publick affairs of theKirk,ro nomina= 
ir | tein their place well qualified men , who hereby are authort- 
I” | zedroundertakethe foreſaid imployment,as if they had beers 
-* | expreſly nominate the face of the Aﬀſemb. And this although 
4 | pollibly ir ſhall not fully fſatisfie the large expeRation' of 
"- | their Brethren in Ireland :' yet the Aſſembly is confidenr | 
Tp they will take in gooJ part atthistime that which is judged 
© | moſt convenient for the preſent condition , even a mire our 
if | Sfrheir gyo , net very great plencieto ſupply the preſent 
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neceflity: Requiring of them no other recompence, but thar ]: 
they in all chexrfulneſſe may embrace and make uſe of the}. 
Meffage of Salvation , and promiſing to inlarge their ine] 
debted bountiz at the next Afſembly , as.they ſhall finde the J 
Work of the Lord there to require. In the mean while; 

wiſhing that theſe who are ſent, may come with the. full! 
blefling of the Goſpel of peace , recommends them, their la- 
bours , and theſe to whom they are ſent, to the rich bleſling® 


of the great Sheepherd of the flock, 


—_— 


OD Toe 


Aft againſt Miniſters haunting woth ex] 


communicate perſons. 


| IF any Miniſter haunt the company of an excommunicateiÞ_ 
| perſon , contrair to the Lawes of this Kirk ; Theſaid Mi-#F 
niſter for rhe firlt fault ſhall be ſuſpended from his Miniſte= 
rie by his Presbyterie, during their pleaſore : And forthe | 


. Tecond fault be deprived. And in caſe the Presbyteries be 
negligent hercin , the Provincial Afernbly ſhall cenfure the 
Presbyterie thus negligent. 


\ 
\ 
\ 


a ——.. Po— a. _ —_— \ 
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"Af anent an order for ufmg civil Execution 


againſt Excommunicate Perſons. 


bs hy Aſembly taking to their conſideration an Article; | 


inthe Heads ang Propoſitions ſent to the Aﬀembly 


held at Edinburgh, in Auguſt, 1573. by the Lord Req. 
gents Grace, andallowed by that Aﬀembly :. Whereof the 


_ «the tenour followes. I:.is reſolved that the F xecutions of the 
ſentence of Excommunication agamſt Perſons excommunicate 3 aftet 


the ſpace of fourtie dayes paſt shallbe preſented to the Lord The= | 
fiturer or his Clerk, , who thereupon hall raiſe Letters by deliverance. 
of the Lords of SeſSi2m., to charge the Perſons Excommunicate , to 
fatisfie the Kirk . and obtain =_ eloes abſolo d {under the painÞf }| 


Rebellion ; And in caſe they paſſe to the Home a to ws 7 theat 
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E ſcheits be taken lp ; and alſo to;raiſe and cauſe execute I etters of 
Caption againſt them ; . And theſe to be done at the ngs Ma- 
Jeſties charges : Do raritie and approve the ſaid Article. And 
farcher chac the intention of the ſaid Article may be the ber- 
ter effectuate , doth alſo ordain , that every Presbyterie 
cauſe ſend to the Procurator, or Agent of the Kirk , the 
foreſaid Execution , that is,, an miuute or note of the ſen- 
rences of Excommunicatien within their bounds , bearing 
the time and cauſe thereof: And thatunder the hands of the 
Moderatour or Clerk of the Presbyterie, or of the Mi- 


. niſter who pronounced the ſentence 3 That the ſamine may 


be delivered to his Majeities Theſaurer » Advocate , or A- 


gent. Tocauſe Letters of Horning and Caption be raiſed 


and execute , and other diligence tobe uſed againit the Exe 
communicat Perſons in manner fore{aid. And that all othes 


© civil action anddiligence may be uſed againſt them . war« 
\. rantedand provided by Acts of Parlizmenr, or ſecret Coun=. 


cel madethereanent: And tiat particular account be craved 


' hereof1n every General Aſſembly. 


—————_—_w 


TO'THE KENGS MOST 
EXCELLENT MAJESTIE, 


The humble Anſwtr of the as Aifias: 


bI 4 of the Kirk of Scotland, 


A Lttieugh the many and ample teſtimonies of Your Mas 
jeſties Royal faveur and bountie towards this K1-k and 
Kingdeme be living and laſting Monuments to nold-all Your 
Majeſties good SubjeAs aid us molt of all, in remen:b:2:ice 


.of that duty , which we owe to Your Majeſtie «vu: gizat 


Benefacour , never by any length of rime to be deleted out 


- ob our minds : Yet when we remember even of ©on- 


ſcience we owe honour and ſubje&ion un'o Your Mzjcſtie 


. as our dread Soveraigre, as well in Your Majefties : bſence 


as preſence , Wefinde our oo ans tobe A" ,and 
| Aa ES thereby 
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thereby much increaſed : And therefore. have we at this | 


time in all our conſultarions and conclufions,of which ſome 
have been of more chen ordinary weight and concernments 
in anſwer to certain Propoſitions , made unto vs by the 


Commiſſioners of the Houſes of Parliament of Your Mas : | 
jeſties Kingdome of England , and ſome Reverend Divines ';| 
aſſiſting them , fixed our eyes and thoughts upon Your Ma- | 
Jeſties honourand happineſſe , with no other and with no 7 
- Jefle intention » then if we had been honoured by Your F 
Majeſties Royal Perſon in our Afembly. And, in like 
manner have giyen ſuch Inſtruftions to ſome Miniſters and 
. Others, to be ſentunto the Aﬀſembly of Divines now 1n 
England, as next unto the honour of God , and the good 1} 


_ of Religion , may moſt ſerve for Your Majeſties preſerva= W . 
tion , and the peace of Your Kingdomes : Concerning. #F 


which, the Commiſlioners of the laſt General Aſffembly have 
ſo fully expreſt their humble thoughts and deſires in their * 


Supplication and Remonſtrance ſeat unto Your Majeftie, 


that we need not adde any thing , and Your Majeſties times 


and aftairsforbid all repetition, We do onely in all humil tie 


beſeech Your Maj-(t1e to judge of us and our proceedings, 'Þ 
by the nature and” neceſlity of our vocation, and the rules ' 


preſcribed n the word of God for our direction, and not by 


uncertain rumours , and ungrounded reports'of fuch men 


' aShave notthe fear of God before their eyes. And doears 
neſtly pray to God Almighty , in whoſe hands are the hearts 
_ of Kings, toinciine Your Majefties heart to the counſels 
of truth and peace , to dire Your Government for the 
good of your People , the pugiſhment of male-fattours, 
' andpraiſe of well-doers , that this fire of unnatural and un- 


chriſtian warre being extinguiſhed, the People of God, Your + 


 Majeſties good Subjects may lead a quier and peaceablc life, 
10 all godlineſſe and honeſtie, | 
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| The Anſwer of the General Aſſembly of the 


#. 


Church of Scotland , to the Dedaration of 
the honourable Houſes of the Parliament 
of England. 


T He General Afembly of the Church of Scotland , ha- 
Ving received a Declaration from the honourable 


4 Houics of the Parliament of England , by their Commit- 
IF <5 and Commiſſioners now refiding here 3 have thought 
7} good co make knowne unto the Lords and Commons in 
28 Parliament, that all rhe Members of this Aſembly , and 


4 others well-affected here, do with moſt thankful reſpects, 


take ſpecial notice of the expreſſions which they have been 
plealed to make in the afore-named Declarition - not only 
concerning their ayprobation of the defires and endeavours 
of the General Aſſembly of this Kitk , for the Reforma- 
rion of the Church of England , and the union of both 
Churches in Religion and Church: government ; but alſo 


] concerning the.reſoJution of both Houſes , fully to con» 


curre with them in theſe pious intentions. With the ſame 
thankfulneile and que reverence , they acknowledge the 
high reipects expreſſed towards them by both Houſes , in 


 Jixeaing unto them rheir Committees and Commiliioners, 


aſliited dy tworeverend D:vinzs, and in defiring ſome of 
the godly and learned of this Kirk to be ſent unto the Afſem- 
bly fitting there. 

The Aſſembly doth blefſe the Lord , who hath not only 
inſpired the Houles of Parliament with defires and refolu= _ 
tions of the Reformation of Religion , bur hath advanced 
by ſeveral ſteps and dezrees that blefel Work 3 Bywhich, 
as they ſhall moſt approve rthemſely?s ro the Reformed 
Chutches abroad , and to their Brethren of Scotland. , ſo 
ſhall they molt powerfully draw even from Heaven the bleſ(- 
I:1ngs of profperity and peace upon England. And as 1tis 
rae earneſt wiſh of their Brethren here , thar the true ſtate 
anc ground of the preſent differences and controverfies in 
Eogland moy be more and more clcared to þs concernirig 
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Religion , and that both Houſes may unceſantly proſecute Þ 
that zood Work firſt and above all other matters, giving no Þ 
ſleep te their eyes, nor flumber to their eye-lids, until } 
- they finde out a place for the Lord, an habitation forthe /* 
mighty GOD offacob, whoſe favour alone can make their || 
mountain ſtrong, and whoſe preſence 1n his own ordinances #] 
ſhall be their glory 1n the midſt of them: Soitis ourconfte # 
dence, that the begun Reformation is of GOD, andnor 
of mzn, thatir ſhall increaſe, and nor decreaſe; and that he i 
ro whom nothing is to hard, who can make mountaines , i ' x 
valleyes, crooked things, ſtraigth , and rough wayes ,F ] 
ſmoorh , ſhall lead along and make perfett this moſt won-F. f 
derful Work , which ſhall be remembred to hisglory inthe IF. 
Church throughoutall generations. _ WW n 
And leſt through any defe& upon the General Aﬀeme J 
blies part, the Work of Reformation ( which hithertoto || KH 
the great grief ofall the Godly hath moved ſo ſlowly) ſhould a 
be any more retarded or interrupted, they have according [| 1n 
ro the renewed deſfires of both Houfes of Parliament, and | q; 
their wn former premiſes, nominated and eleCted Maſter! ; |. pe 
Alexander Henderſon, Mr Robert Douglas , Mi Samuel Ruthers | xy 
joord , Nir K obert Balzie, Mr George Gilleſpie . Miniſters of 2c 
Gods Word ; and Fohn Earle of Casfils, John Lord Maite. | ar 
Jand , and Sir Archbald Jonhſtuon of Wariſtoun , ruling El-: y 
ders, all of rhem men much approved here ; With Coms | 
misfton and power to them, orany three of them , ' where» by 
of two ſhall be Miniſters, to repair unto the Aſſembly of J: he 
Dtvines, andothers of the Church of England, now fitting | e,, 
ar Weſtminſter , to propound , conſult, treat, and con- } <5, 
clude withthem , and with any Committees deputed by the | þ, 
Houſes ef Parliament if it ſhall ſeeme good tothe honour= f ac 
able Hbuſes in their wiſedome to depute any for that end) Þ $6 
in all ſuch things as may conduce *o the utter extirparion of}. , « 
Popery , Prelacie , Rereſie, Sevtiſme , Superſtition and I- Þ ty 
dolatrie, And forthe ferling of 'the ſo much defired Union || tes 
of ts whole Ifland in one forme of Church - government , | 6 
one Confesfion of Faith , one common'Catechiſme ,*and {| the 
one Ducatorie for the Worſhip ef GOD, . according to. 
' thelnſkrugtiovs which they have zcoired , or ſhall recguny 
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from the Commisſioners of the Generall Aſſembly appoint- 
edto meetat Edinburgh from time.to time , with the As- 
em þlies power for that end. And asthe Generall Asfem- 
blydorh moſt gladly and affeRionarly receive and fully rruſt 
the Committees and Divines ſent hither, ſo'do they hereby 
commend the afore-named Commisſionets , not only ro the 
like affeion and truſt of the. Aſſembly there, bur alſo to 
the favour and proteftion of both Houſes of Parliament. 

And for the further ſatisfation and encouragement of 
their Brethren of England,the whole Aſſembly in their own 


| name, andjnname of all the particular Churches 1n rtus 
- Kingdome, whom they repreſent Do hereby declares that 
- from heir zealto the gloryof GO D , and propagation of | 
the Goſpell, from their affetion tothe happineſle of their 
 nativeKing , and ofthe Kingdome of England, and from 


the ſenſe of their own intereſt in the common dange'sof = 


* Religion, Peace, and Libertie, They are moſt willing 


and ready to be united and asociated with their Brethren 
in anearer League and ſo!emne Covenant for the mainte- 
nance of therruly reformed Proteſtant Religion, againſt Po- 


 pery and Prelacie, avd againſt all Popiſh and Prelaticall cor- 


motions, in doctrine, - diſcipline, worthip » or Chu h- 


government » and for the ſercling and holding faſt of unity 
- and uniformity berwixt rhe Karks of this Iſland , and 


with the beſt reformed Churches beyond ſez, Which 
Union and Coyenznt, ſhall with Gods aliſtant be ſeconded 


by their cooperating with their Brethren inthe uſe of the 


ry 


| beſt and moſt effettvall meanes thar may ſerve forſo good 


ends ; For the more {peedy effefuaring whereof, to the 
comfort and inlargement of theirdifſtresſ{ed Brethren(whoſe 
hope deferred might make theirhearrs xo faint) the whole 


| Asſembly with great unanima'ty ofjudgement , and expres- 


fions of much affeQion have approved (for their part) ſuch 
a draught and forme of a mutuall Leaguand Covenant be- 
twixt the Kingdomes, as was the reſgit of rhe jo1at deba 
res add conſultations of rhe Commiſſioners from both 
Houſes , aſſiſted by the two reverend Divines , and of 
the Committees deputed from the Convention of the Eſta- 
tes of this Kingdome , and from the Genrall Afembly : 
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E xpeQing and wiſhin? the like approbation thereof by the 
right honourable the Lords and Commons in Parliament, 
and by the reverend Aftembly there , "That thereafter it may 
be ſolemnely ſworne and ſubicribed in barh Kingdomes , as 
the (ureſt and ſtrair2|t obligation to make borh ſtandand fall | 
together in that cauſe of i«eligion and Liberte. Ed 
As the Eſtates of this Kingdome have often profefſed in 
| their former Declarations, the integritie of their Intentions 
F againſt rhe common enemies of Religion and Liberte jn 
3 both Kingdomes /, and their great atteCtion to their Bre=- 
thren of England, by reaſonof io many and ſo near xela- '; 
tions ; So doubtleſſe now in this time of need they will } 
nor fail to give reall proof of what betore they profeſſed. :? 
A friend loweth at all times , and abretber is born for adverſitie, 
Neui:e: thal: the Aflembly,or their Commiſſioners be wapt- : 
ng 1n <xiorting all others to rheir duty , or in concurring fo | 
tar as belongeth to rheir place and vocation, with the Eſtares | 
now conveened , in any lawfuland poſflible courſe which | 
may moſt conduce to the good of Religion and Reforma- 
tion, the hopour and happinefle of the Kings Majeſtie, the | 
deliverance of their Brerhren of t ngland from rheir preſent * 
q cal#mrqus condition, and to the perpetuating ofa firme and ' 
3 happy peace berwixt the Kingdomes. * 
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The Aſcemblies Anſwer to the right reverend 
the Aſſembly of Divines in the Crch of | 
| England. 


a—— . 
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Right reverend 4 nd dearly bcloved, 


S the ſufferings of Chriſt abound in you , So our heartte: 

deſire ro God is > that your conlolztions may much more. 
: hound by Chriſt. The perufing of your Letter , produ-f 
cd inevery one of us ſuch a mixrure of affetions, as were 
q x the laying of the foundation of rhe ſecond Temple:, 
Z 4: 'rerhere was heard both ſhouting for joy, and vere 
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that Land createda new thing, in calling regether , not as 
before of a Prelaticall Convocationfto be'task- maſters over 
the people ofthe Lord, bur an Aſſembly of godly Divines , 
minding the things of the Lord , whoſe hearts are ſet to 
purge the defiled Hoyſe of GOD in that Land : yer this 
our Joy was notalittle allayed by the conſideration of the 
ſad and deplorable condition of that Kingdome , where the 
high provocations of ſo many years , the helliſh plots of ſo 


'F manyenemies ina nick of time , have brought in an inunda- 


tion of oyer-flowing calamities: We know you are patiently 
bearing the indignation of the Lord, becauſe you have fine 
ned againfl him, till he throughly plead your cauſe , and 
diſquiet the inhabitants of Babylon , who now laugh a- 
mong themſelves ., while you are fed with the bread of 


tears, and get rears to drink iu great meaſure, being on the 
mountains like the doves of the valleyes, all of you mour- 


wy every one for his iniquirte. 
t iSNow more nor eyident roall the Kirks of Chrift, with 


what implacable fury and hellih rage , the bloud - thirſtie 


Papifts, as Babylon without, and thePrelaticall Faction » 
the children of Edom within, having adjoyned to themſelves 
many malignant adherents , of time - ſerving Atheiſts , 
haters of holineſſe, rejeCters of the yoke of Chriſt, (to 
whom the morning light of Reformation is asthe ſhadow of 
death) have begnn to fwallow up the inheritance of the 
Lord , andare not eafily ſatisfied in making deep andlong 
furrowes on your backs. We cannot ſay that the loudnefle of 
your cry ſurpaſſeth the heavinesſe of your ſtroake 3 bur 

though the Lord hath delivered the men, every one into his neigbours 
hand, ;and into the band of bis King,andthey have ſmitten the L and, 
yet therod of the wicked hall not not reft upon t he lot of the righteous: 


. This cloud ſhall ſpeedily pasſe away , and a fair ſun- ſhine 


ſhrill appear. 

As for us, though your extreame calamitie did not thre= 
aten the ruine of our Religion , Peace , and Liberties, as 
it doth moſt evidently, we would hare our ſeives, if we did 
not finde our hearts within ns melting with compaſſion over 
you: Youareengraven on the m_—_ of our hearts ro live or 

4 ic 
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. aloud 3 We rejoyced chat Chriſt our Lord had ar laſt in 


\ 
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die with you: we could d2fire tht our heads were waters j 
and our eyesa fountain of tears, thar we mighr weep day 


and night for the ſlain ofthe danghrer of the Lords people 3 _ 


So calamitous a condition of any of the Kirks of Chrilt , 
couldnot but be very grievous unto us 3 How 'much more 


ſh:ll not we ftoup and fall down in the duſt ro embrace our! 


deatelt Brethren of England, to whom we aretied inſo 
nearand tender relations. When we were but creeping 
outof the deep darkneſle and bondage of Popery, and were 
almoſt cruſhed with the tury of Forreigne Invaders , joined 
with inteſtine enemies » pretending the name and warrand 
of authority , as now your opprefſours do 3 Then did re 
Lord by your Fachers ſend usſeaſonable aſſiſtance againſt 
that intended and begun bondage poth of foul and body : 
The repayment of which debt , the Divine Providence 
ſeemeth now to require at our hands. And whereas of late 
through our ſecurity we had fa]len into a wofull relapſe,and 
were compaſied about with dreadfull dangers on all hands , 
while we aymed at the recovery of our former puritte and 
Iibertie : Then we wanted not the lirge ſupply.of your fer- 
vent Prayers, andother brotherly afliſtance of thar Nations 
while thoſe whoare now your malignant enemies, would 
haverwaliowed ucupt 7 EEE THe 6: 
' * Thele ſtrait bonds of your ancient and late loye, do ſo 
poſſeſle our hearts, that when the motions of the Commis- 
fioners of the honourable Houſes of Parliamenr, and your 
Letters did challenge our advice and aid for defence of Re= 
ligion , and advancement of Reformation, our \{moaking 
defiresfor a more ſtrict Union and Uniformitic in Religion 


betwixc both the Nations , did break forth into avehemenr 


flame , in ſuch fort, as witen the Graugt of a League and 
Covenant berwixt both Kinzdomes for defence of Reli. 
g:0n,&c.. wasread in open audience, It was ſounznimouſ] 

and h:artily embraced , with ſuch a torrent of molt affectio. 
nate expreſſions , asnone buteye or eax witneſſes can cone 
ceive,witerecft the two reverendDivines ſent from you to us 
b2ing then preſent, no doubt will give you an account, Nei= 
_ ther was it ſo onely with usbut alſo the honaurableConven= 
tion of Eſtates here , with the like harmony of affe&ionate 
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expreſſions , didentertain the ſame z So tnat we hope ro be 
' real{and'conſtant in profecuting the contents of this Cove- 
4: nant, When wen our ſtreirs fled to the Lord; and entred 
4 in Coverant with him , he owned us and our Cauſe, rebuked 
-Þ anddiflipated our enemies,and hitherto hath helped us, and 


blefſed our entrepriſes with ſucceſſe from hzaven : notwirk- 
ſtanding our grear weakneſle and unworthinefſe. We rruſtin | 


*| the Lord, tharas once it was propheſied of Jſrael & Judah, So 


ſhall Scotland & England ſhall became/one fttck in the hand 


*þ of the Lotd, they ſhall ask the way to Sion , with their taces 


4 thitherward,faying,Come\,let us joyne our {elyesro rheLord 


10 a perperual Covenant,that ſhall nor be forgotten; Andlo 
{hall ir come to paſſe, that the Lords Jeruialemin this Ifland 

ſhall be a cup of trembling, and a burthenſome ſtone to all 
thet- enemies round about. Though now 1: be the time of 


Tacobs trouble, the Lord will deliver him out of it. Reverend 


and degr Brethren , we conceive your cale , andofall the 
Faithful in that Land:to be no other then of a woman crying, 
travelling in birth , and pained nil Jhe be delivered. The" 
great red Dragon , (under whoſe ſtandard the ſons of Behaf,, 
are fighting) 18 your Arch-enemy , This cannor but be a - 
time of fear and forrow 3 But when the male childe ſhall 
be brought forth , the pain ſhall ceaſe , and the ſorrow ſhall 
be forgotten. We are very confidentin the Lord , tnar you 
will be faichful to Jeſus Chriſt , -in the work commirted to 
you by him in all his ordinances,and raking neither founda- 
tion, corner-ſtone , nor any part of the rubbiſh of Babel ro 


' build the City thar is called , The Lrod s there ; Bur meaſuring 


all with the golden reed of the Santuary,you may more clo= _ 


I ſely be unired tothe beſt Reformed Kirks , in Doctrine, 


Worſhip, and Government , that you may grow up in him in 
all rhings which isthe head, even Chriſt, | 

_Andnow Reverend and dear Brethren , though we know 
that yo1 abound in all gifrsand graces, the Spirit of Jeſus 
Chriſt being plentifully powred our,upon you, yer according 
toyour d-fire and the motion made by the Commiſſioners of 
the Honourable Houſes of Parliament, ro teſtifie ourhear- 
ty ſympathie with you in the work of the Lord , We 
have nominate and elefted ſome Godly. and Jearned of 
es Fo, Ns tlys 
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this Church to repair ro your Aﬀembly. We doubr! 
nothing of your hearty embracing them in the Lord, J' - 


and their diligent concurrance with you in advancing that 'Þ 
' great work | 1 

Not onely the common danger we are under, but the con- 
ſcience of our duty to his ſaffering people , layerh bonds on. | 
vsfrequently to preſent you, and thatbleſſed Work of Res | 
formation , in your hands, to the throne of Grace , that ?Þ 
the G OD ofall Grace , who will call you into hisetern« ?J 
al glory by Chritt jeſus, after thar you have ſuffered and 'J 
a while may make you perfe&, ſtabliſh , ſtrengthen , ſet="]. 
_ ue you. . 


Edinburgh , Auguſt 19. 1643. : 


Subſcribed in name of the /(ſembly of the Churoh of Scor- | 
land, by the Clerk of the 7iſſembly. 4 
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The Aſemblies Anſwer to the Reverend 
" their beloved Brethren, C Miniſters in the I 
| Church of Engiand, 


Reverend aud beloved , 


We acknowledge with thankfulnefſe to G O D,that this 
1s one of the good bleſſings betowed upon our Kirk of | 
Jate » and a pleaſant fruir of our free Aſſemblies , That a 
way 15 opened for keeping communion with our ſiſter Kirks Þ' 
abroad , and correſpondence with you our dear Bre- | 
thren, in whoſe joy and ſorrow we haye ſo near intereft, 
and whoſe cauſe and condition we deſire to lay to heart as : 
Qur OWN: 

All your former Letters were moſt acceptable.and full of 
refreſhment untous, being taken as the earneſt of a more 
full and conſtant fellowſhip , longed after and hoped for : \ 
And this your Jaft, although full of ſadneſſe and ſorrow » 
yet accounted of usall moiſt worthy of our rendereſt affeCtion 
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I; theſe worthy witneſſes which did atreft it: Wherein as you 


have given unto us no {mall evidence, not only. of your 


| loves butalſo of truſt and friendly reſpect ,by chooſing 
4 to poure out your grieved ſouls in our boſome ; So we ſhall 
| with , and Godwillieg endeavour , that you may really 


inde ſome meaſure of brotherly compaſſion in our re- 
celving thereof. For theſe your fad expreſſions of deep for- 
row, being as you have given us to conceive but a part of 
your complaint , and a lamentation lefſe then the cauſes 
doth require » cannot but melt every heart , wherein there 


JF 15any the leaſt warmneſle of the love of Chriſt and hisSaints: 


And what Childe of the Bridegooms chamber , can hear the 
yoice of ſo many friends of the Bridegroom , lamenting for 


' theevils which have befallen Chriſts Bride in Englana , in 


the very night before her expected eſpouſals , and not fir 
down and mourn with them except his heart be fallen a- 
ſleep and frozen within him ? This pitiful. condition of our 
ſiſter Church in England hes marter enough we confeffe to 
move,yea, to rend our bowels. Wn 
If we ſhould weighthis your heavie grief in the ſcales of | 
common reaſon, we behoved either to ſtand aloof from 
your plegueas men aſtoniſhed , or fink down in heavineffe 
and be ſwallowed up of sorrow : bat when we ponder your 
ſad condition inthe Ballance of the Sanctuary , we finde that 


' nothing hath as yet befallen unto you , fave that which 
\ hath been the exerciſe of the $aints in former times, 


who have been made to fir down for a while in the ſha- 
dow of death before the day of their deliverance. We 


4 finde nothing bur that which may be a fir Preparation 


for 2 comfortable our-gare from all your troubles. What 
if 1t was neceffary jn the wiſe diſpenſation of Alnigh- 
ry GOD, that a People in great eltimation for wiſedome 

and power, ſuch as England , ſhould be thus farre hum- 


' bled, as you declare , to cite end that your deliverance 


may be ſeen hereafter ro be of the Lord , and nor of your 
felves > Whatif rhe Lord would not draw back his hand 
from the Wine-prefle wherein you now lye , till he ſhould 
draw forth from you theſe pitiful exprefiions of your low e= 
tare , and ſo provide him(c1t witneſſes againſt tbe day to 

came, 
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come , that he may havethe greater and purerglory in your || 


flvation , and your gloriation may bein the Lordalone? | wi 


Dear Brerhren , comfort your ſelyes in the Lord ; this: 
ſowing in tears, doth promiſe a reaping in joy , and who }' 


& 


knoweth how ſoon he will give to you who are mourners J* ly: 


in Zion , beauty for aſhes, the oyle of joy for mourning, 
the garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſſe ; Thar you 


may be called the trees of 1 ighrcouſneſſe, rhe planting of the }Þ} 


Lord, that he may be glorified. 


ſweepings of the 'Temple ſhall be orderly caſt our , joy ? 
ſhall come wirh thankſgiving and praiſe. Though a fire F 
be kindled jn the Land, yeticis not to conſume any of the". 


mettal , for the Lord is fitting down as a Refiner amongſt \ 


you, andeſpecially to purific rhe ſons of Levs , that he may. 
have a more pure oblation cf ſpiritual worſhip and ſervice in” 
all his holy ordinances throvghour all the Land , which is 
notoken of wrath , but of loving kindneſſe towards you, 
/No wonder that Satan doth thus rage , asyou relate, fore- 
ſeeing. his caſting out : No wonder he ſtirre up all the. 


children of diſobedience, and kindle their natural malice {| 11 


againſt the children af Go& with the inſpiration of helliſh 
fury : No wonder the ſpirit of Antichriſt bemad , when”. 


the morſel half ſwallowed down , 1s like to be pulled | 


our of his rhroar, the far morſel of the rich Revenues of 
England : Nowonder he be cruell againſt you the ſervants | 
of Chriſt > who are conſuming him by the breath of the '' 
Lords mouth. 


You'do well to expe& no mercy » if Papiſts and Prelats | 


prevail over you , neither defire we to.deceive our ſelves 
with hopes to be free from what ther power and malice can 
do againſt us 3 for they will not do to usif they. ger the 


u>per-hand , as we have done , and muſt do, if God bring | 


themlow again underus; as they were before ; for we ang 
they are led by the coutrary ſpirtts of Chriſt , and Anti- 
chriſt ; We have laboured , and muſt labour for their con- 
. verſion, but they (except in ſo fax as God ſhall hridle thr) 
will 
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Though weeping be in the evening of this begun Re« :Þ 
formation and purging of the Lords Houſe among you, Þ 
yet in the morning when the diſcovered filthinelſe and i 
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will not- reſt without our deſtructon ; for their fury againſt 
\ Qur-pet{ons 1s much more fierie then our zeal 1s fervent a- 
gainſt rhcir abominations : Let them follow the ſpirir of 
lying 2nd mntthering , we muſt take us to our refuge, and 
; joyne our ic]lyes with ali that are ſenhble of the darger 


L 


| 


"PPE" 


| the danger of th- iEformed Religion th prayer and ſyppli= 
| cation. The Lord of Hoſts is with us , the God of Jacob is 
F onr refuge. | 


Now for advice , what can we ſay to you who are upon 


T. your watch- cower , wherein is the ſpirit of wiſedome and 
4: coun:el; who lye thus ag' hamble Ditciples under the Lords 


foor > who did never forſake them thar ſought him. Goon. 


4 inthe Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt \ againſt 2} oppoſi- 


tion , withuut fear of wharſoever dangers , to purge the 


5 Houſe of the Lord , to repairthe breaches thereof, to ſer 


up all his Orcinancesin their full beaurie and perfection, ts 
the uttermolt of your power, - according to the paitern of 
the Wordoi GUPD, and zeal of the beſt reformed Kirksz 
And ler theſe two Kingdomes be knit together as one mani 
in maintaining and promoving the truth of the Goſpel , Leer 
us enter 1na perpetual Coyenant for our ſelves and opr poſte- 
rity , to endevour thar all things may be done inthe Houſe 
of GOD according to his own will , and let the Lord 
do with us whar ſeemerh good in his eyes. Only war 
. upon the Lord , be of pood courage , and he sball ſtrengthen 
your heart. Let your hands be ever at your Maſters Work, 
and hold your faces reſolutely to his Canſe, Watch: ye, 
fland faſt im the faith , quite your ſelves like men , be ſtrong , 
for ye 5hall ſee the ſalvation of the Lord , and your labour ſhall 


1 not bein vain. / 


Subſcribed in name of the Generall Aſtembly of the 
So of Scotland , by the Clerk of the Aſ= 
embly- yy 
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Commiſſion of the Generall Aſembly , for | * 


theſe that repair to rhe Kingdome of 
England. 


£ 
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dk Generall Asſembly of the Church of Scotland 4 | 


finding it necesſary to ſend ſome{Godly and learned ſ 
of this Kirk tothe Kingdome of England , to theet- 5 ; 


fect under-written. Therefore gives full Power and Com- 7 


million tro Maſter Alexander Henderfon, Maſter Robert Dou- &- 


glas, Maſter Samuel Rutherfoord, Miaiter Robert Baile , and '} 


Maſter George Gilleſpie Miiniſfte:s, Tohn Earle of Caflills  Fobn I}. 


Lord Maitland , and Sir ArchbaldFobnſtoun of Wariſtoun El- 'Þ 
ders, or any three ofthem , whereof two ſhall be Minit- 'Þ 


ſters, to repair tothe Kingdome of England , and there to. 'Þ 
deliver the:Declaration ſent unto theParliament of England | 


and the Lerter ſent unto the Asſembly-of Divines now fit- 
ting in that Kingdome. And to propone, couſult, treat and 
conclude with that as\2mbly or any Commiſſioners deputed 
by them, or any Committees or Commiſſioners deputed. 
by the Houſes of Paihament , in all matrets which may 
further the Union of this Iſland in- one forme of Kirk-go- 
vernment, one confeilion of Faith , one Catechiſme , and 
one ſNirectorie for the Worſhip of G OD, according tothe 
Inſtructions which they. have received from the Atﬀemblys 
or ſhall receive fromtime to time ner-+frer from the Com - 
miſlioners of the Affembly departed for thar effet. With 
powerallo to them to'convey tohis iaeſtie, the hnmble 
Anſwer (ens from this Asſembly ro his Majzities Letter , by 
| ſuch occaſion 2s they ſhall think Convenient ; And ſuchlike 
ro deliver the Asſemblies An-wer to the Letter ſent from | 
ſome wel» affected Brethien of the Miniſtery there, And 
generally aurhor1zes them todo ail things which may fur- | 
ther theo much deſired Unicn, and nearzft conjuftion of 
the two Churches of S-ocland and England , conform t9 
their Inſtructions atoreſaid, 
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Reference to the Commiſſion , anent the Pere 


ſons deſigned to repair to the the Kingdome 
X of England, 


T= Afembly having this day approven the nomination 


 & madeby the Commiſſioners of the late Aſſembly » of 


Perfons to repair to the Synod of Divines in England: And 
having of new elected and nominarted all the ſame Perſons , 
except Maſter Bleazar Borthwick , who is now with G OD. 


\. Therefore gives power to the Commiſſioners to be appoint- 
g <cdby this Afembly for the publick affairs of this Kirk, ta 
nominate and appoint any other whom they ſhall rhink 
'F meetin his place. And ſuchlike the Aſſembly refers te 
© rhe ſaid Commiſſion , to confider whether it be convenient - 
#4 toſend nowat this preſent time tothe Kingdome of Eng= 
' Jand, all the Perſons appointed to go thither , and to de- 
- fignethe Perſons whom they think meet to go at this pre 
ſent occafiou , to determine the time of their diſpatch, and 
togiveuntothem their Inſtruiions. And further incaſe of 
fſickneſſe or death of any of the Perſons appointed for that 


employment , or in the caſe of any other neceſſary impedi- 


ment of their undertaking the ſamine ; Gives power to the 


ſaid Commiſſion , to nominate others in their place ifthg 


- Commiſſion ſhalbfinde it conyenient; 


—y 


Commis/ion for the Publick uffairs 
of this Kirk, | 


8 THe Gener il Aſembly, "conſidering the laudable-ccoſtome 


of this Kirk , in appointing Commisfiens betwixt Af(- 
ſemblies for the publick affairs of the Kairk , and the com- 
mendable praQtice of the late Aﬀembly at Saint Andrews g © 
in appointing their Commiſſion for proſecuting tht bleſſed 
Work , for uniting the Kirks of this [land in Religionand 
Kirk-government , byall Jawfull and Eccleſialtick wayes . 
or 
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for continuance of cur own peace at home, and of the com 
-- mon peace Bytwixt the rwo Nations, and for other. gool 
ends » as at length 1s expreſt in that Commisfion : And find-gf 
Irg that the painful endevours and proceedings of that Com-Þ 
misfion , unanimouſly approven 1n this Asſembly » though Þ* 
they have much advanced thar glorioas Work of Unicy wfÞ. 
. Religion and Government; Yet hes not brought the ſamind | | 


to full perfeUtion and a finall accompliitment: And. the - 


' Asſembly being now much animate and encouragedto proÞ 


' ſecute that Work by the Pailiamenc of England their Bills! ; : 


Paſt againſt Epiſcopacie , , and ſundry other corruptions,Þ* 
-and the good hopes of a ſolemne Covenant bertwixt rhe Na«- 
. tons, And conceiving that in thir times of danger, there may 
"be ſome occafions for conveening the Asſembly ; before 
the time indicted for their next meeting. Thetefore the 
AsſeimBly finding it necesſaty to appoint a new Commisfion, 


* By theſe preſems, nominates and appoints Mr 4ndrew RamsÞy 


ſay , Mr Alexander Henderſon , Mr Robert Douglas , Mir William 
.Coltoil , Mr William Bennet , Mr George Gilleſpie , Mr Fobn A« F' 
. damſon, Mr fohn Sharpe, Mr Tames Sharpe, _ Mr William | 
Dalgleich , Mr David Clihaed , Mir Andrew Blackball, Mr | 
FamtsFleeming , Mr Robert Kgr , Mr Tohn Macghie , Mir Oliver | 
Cole, Mr Hugh Campbell, Vir Adam Penman, Nr Richard Dicks | 
fon, Mr Andrew Stevinſin , Mr J-bn Lauder, Mr Robert Blair 
Mr Sa vel Rutherfoord , Mir Arthur Morton , Mr Robert Traill, | 
Mr Frederick CarmicheE, Mr Mungo Lav: Mr John Smith, 


Mr Patrick Gilleſpie , Mr John-Duncan , Mr John. Hume , Mx4* 


Robert Knox , Mr Wilian lamieſon, Mr Robert Muray, Mr] 
Henry Guthrie, Mr ]ames Hamilton , Mr Bernard Sanderfen, | 
Mr Jobn Lewiſton » got xe Boner, Mr EvanCameoyon , Nr 
David Dicksom, Mr Robert Bailzie, Mr James Cunninghame, | 
Mr George Youugh» Mr Andrew 4uchinleck » Mr David Lind- 
ſay. Vir Andrew Cant, Mr JohnOifwald , Mr William Dou«| + 
gia . Mr Murdoe Mackenzie , Mr Colme Mackenzie , Mr [bn | 


: 


onroe , Mir Walthy Stuart. Miniſters: ,Marqueſſe of Arg yle;Þ * at 


Eaile Marshell, Earle of Sutherland, Earle of Eglintoun, Earle 
of Cosfils, Earle of Dumfermling, Earle of Lawderdail, Earle} : 
of Lindſay , Eacle of Rureniberrie , Earle of Palkouſe , Lord: 


Angus ,Þ - 
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I 4: + Angus , Vicount of Dudhopo, Lord Maitland, Lord Elcho 
+48.. Lord E almermoch, Lord Cowper,SirPatrick Hepburno of Waucht- 
pr ' .oun , Sir Archbald 7obnſtioun of Wariſtoun, Sir David Hume 


p. 
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4 of Wedderburne , Sir Alexander Areskine of Dun » Sir 
"= 1 Wiliam Cockburne of Langtoun , Sir Thomas Ruthven of 
?Þ| Fricland, Sir James cArnes of Ferme » Sir Walter Riddell 
-of that Ilk , Sir Lodouick Houſtoun of that 11k , Sir Wil « 
Þ ham Carmichael Fiar of thar Ik , Laird of Bowjedburgh , 
- 34 Laird of Libbertoun , Laird of Brodie , Sir jon Smith , 
HY ms Denniſloun . Maſter Barclay , John Rutherfoord,, Wit- 
F. ham Glendinning , John Sempill , John Kennedie , Maſter 
*F -lexander Douglas., To meet at Edinburgh the 21. day 
I of Auguſt next »'and. upon any other day thereafter , 
FF and-in any other place they ſhall think good. And 
2Þ . gives and grants unto them , or any fifteen of them , 
7 there. being twelve Miniſters preſent , full power and 
-Commiſſton , ro conſider. and performe whar they finde 
Eneceflary by Praying and Preaching , by ſupplicating 
his Majeſtie and all the Judicatories of this Kingdame, 
Þ+ by Declarations and Remonſtrances to the Parhament 
of England , to the Synod of Divines' in that King= 
dome » by Informations » Directions , InſtruQtions to» 1 
| and continual correſpondence with the Commiſitoners ,” bY 
ir 4 now deligned by this Aflembly *to go to the Synod 3 
;1, of Divines in Fngland , or by any other lawful Eccle- 
th, | fiaſtick. wayes ," for fortherance of this great Work , 
Mx -in'the Union of this Iſland in Religion and Kirk-go-. 
Mel vernment,, and for continuance of our own Peace at 
-n,4 home”, and of the common Peace betwixt the Na- 
\irf -tions , and keeping of good correſpordence betwixt the | 
ne, 4 Kirks of this Iland. With power alſo to them te con- 
id- | curre with the Lords of Councel , Commiſſioners . of 
owe | - Peace , or with the Bonourable Eſtates aſſembled 1n 
bn J Convention or Parliament > or with their Committees 
yle;{ > and Commiſſioners » in proſecuting this good Work at | 
rleÞ home. or abroad by all Eccleſiaftick wayes. And ſuch-. 
rleÞ - like with' power to. them to prevent the dangers contein- .-Þ 
xd cd in the Remonſirance , proſgutonunte the Convention \- 
WP - | IE, We”, | { 
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of Eſtates by the Commiſſioners of the late Aſſembly in 


Jan: laſt, arid to proſecute the remedies of theſe dangers I ir 
conteined in another Remonſtrance., preſented by the I {c 
21ds Commiſſioners to the Convention the 6, of July" Þ at 
laſt > by admonitions , direQions » cenſures , and all: Þ n 
other Eccleſiaſtick wayes. And furrher in, caſe their 4 = 
Brethren of England ſhall agree to the Covenant be= #3Þ n 
twixt the Kingdomes , the draught and frame -where- 3Þ n 
of .is now {ſo unanimouſly approven in this Aſſembly i k 
Gives alſo unto the Perſons foreſajd z or the Querum | p 
above-written , full Power and Authoritie to command 'F. t 
and enjoyn the ſamine to be ſubſcribed and ſworn by' $$. C 
all the members of this Kirk : And that in ſuch order "WF; v 
and manner', and with ſuch ſolemnities as they ſhall JW c 
think convenient for ſo great and glorious a Work; | it 
And to ſend their direftons ro Seflions , Presbyteries 3} 

and Synods , for execution of theit orders thereanent. 

And with power to proceed againſt any Perſon whats IF 

ſoever- , that ſhall refuſe ro ſubſcribe and ſwear the ſaid 1 1 


Coyenant , with all the cenſures of the Kirk , or tore 
fer the tryall and cenſures of ſuch delinquents to Preſ- 
byteries or Synods as they ſhall think conyenient. And 7 
ſuch like gives unto the perſons foreſaids power ang 11- 
bertie , to call a General Afembly pro re nata , in caſe 

they ſhall finde ihe neceflity of the Kirk , and this gre at / 
Work to require the ſame : With full power alſo ro | 
them to give Anſwers in name of the Aſſembly , ro } ' 
all Letters ſenr to the Aﬀembly*from the Kirks of Hol- 
land , Zealand » or any other forraigne Reformed Kirks. 
And turther gives power to them to promove the o= | 
ther deſires , Overturcs and recommendations of this, 1 
or of any former Aſſemblies to the 'Kings Majeſtie» {| 
\Parliament or Conventien of Eſtates , to the Lords of | 
Councel , Seſſion , Exchequer , Commiſſiovers of Par=, $ 
liaments , for plantation of Kirks , for the common bur-" 
dens , and for conſerving the Peace. And ſuchlike 
gives as full power and Commiſſion to them to treat and 


/Cecerne 18 any gther atrers refereed 2 gr rg be TUSIn F 
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4 to:them by this Aſſembly , 28 if the ſamine were bere* . 
8 Þ in particalarly faſert, And generally gives unro the Per- 
2 þ ſons foreſaids » or the Quoram. abovementioned full power 


5 Þ and Authoritie ,' to. do and- performe all things which | 
I: may 2dvance., accompliſh ., and perſe;the great Work 
y 4 - of Unity of Religion , and Uniformity of Kirk-govern-. 
 3$ ment in all his Myjeſties Dominions, and which may be 
-"3& neceflary for good order in all'the' publick affairs of this 
FF Kirk ,. umill the next Aſſembly , ne quid derriments ca- 
IF piat Ecclefia, With als ample power-in all matiers par- 


* 


7 CCI? UA ——— — 


He General Aſſembly appoints the meeting of 
the next General Aſſembly , to be at Edinburgh 
the laſt Wedneſday of CMay , in the year 1644- 
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The Letter from the Presbyeerie with the | 
_ _ - Army inEngland, to the Generall Aſſembly. 'l 4 


Right reverend , | » 


eng Aving the opportunity of the fitting of this Vene= 
WB Table Aſſembly , we thought our (elves obliged Þ 
ro render ſome accompr of the ſtate of our Af- * 
” fairs. Ir bath pleaſed rhe Lord to exerciſe us 'Þ 
ſince onr out - coming , with many ſtraits and difficulries 'Þ P 
yer in the mids thereof he hath wonderfully upheld and 
carried. us through. The depth of his wiſedome hath ſuſ- | 
pended us fora time from any great attion , to make us walk_} 
humbly before him , and to Keep us in a continual depen- }. 
dance upon himſelf: And yer he hath by his'own power . Þ |, 
ſcatrered before us the great Popiſh Army , and much dimi- 'l 
niſhed the number thereof, ſo that they. do not now appeare } 
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Aſſembly , 1644. 4B...» 
+ GOD. 'Ndnot in Man. It was farre from our thoughts Y 
F . 2nd intentions co have come this legrh at that inftant when : 
" Þ © the courſe of Divine Providence pointed ont our way unto 
-F - us, .which led us on by ſome long and ipeedie: marches 
{FF -£o joyne with my Lord Farfax and hisSonne their For- 
FF ces. The City 6f York, wherein'a {warme of obſtinate 
Papiſts:have:taken ſanQuuary.,. is blocked up;z Now and 


-W. 


1F then God fayourethus with ſuccefſe in ſome enterpriſes ab= 
4 outit, and wee look for more if thgtimebe come which -2 
' he hath appointed for rhe deliverance of this People, , .. L 
' _ OurSoules do abhorte the treacherous'\artemprs of our \9 


:F diſnatured Countrey+men., that have endeavoured to 
'Y - make their ,native Kingdome a ſeat of Warre , and our 
' | bowels within-us are moved to think uponthe mame mſ- : 
# cttiefs, 1f not timeouſly' prevented , that may: follow, up- - 
on the unatural'Warres there; Like unto theſe under which : 
/ this Kingdome hath groaned for a long rime.. We have 
" found none more malicious and cruel againſt us than theſe 
' of our own Nation, and we: meaſure thoſe.at heme'; by 
F theſeheres Curſed be thair rage , for it is fieres, andtheir an- 
J ger for 3+ 35 cruell. The preſent danger calls upon all to. lay 
'. out of rheir hands what ever may hinder theirhafte , aSone_. 
- Man to come together for ſaving the Vine « yeard that the 
' wilde Boares would lay waſte, and taking the Foxes that 
would deſtroy the Vines. You are, Right Reverend, 
© now ſet upon the higheſt Watch < tower , from whence 
4 you may diſcover the dangers that threaten on all coaſts, 
7 and we need not put youin mindeto give warning to the 
4 Watch- men in their feverall ſtations; To rouze »» the 
$: People from their too great ſecurity ; To call them to 
J unfeigned Humiliation, and to ſtirre them up ro wreſtle 
1 with GGD by prayer ; that hee would preſerve-Truth 
I andPeace at home againſt the machinations of Malignants 
 $ That hee would prepare the People here, and make them 
"JF more fit to embrace the intended Reformation 3 And 
|. that hee wou!d command theſe unnaturall and blaudy 
| Warres to ceaſe, that Religion and Righteouſneſſe may 
J fouriſh chrough the rhree Dominions, Praying GOD roſend 
1. | | O 3 upon * 
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2 214 "TheGen OY 
| - ipon you the Spiri of truth , CRY lead FOR all crc. | 4} 
'"We remaine- ] Þ 

LY Mille. thorp , 20. May, 1644. | © | 

ARC AY, Your loving Uretheen , 1 he PTE; of the M : 
itifion 1 12: 1860ttih ArmyinEngland , " 
Ig WArt Maſter Cot Moderator i in ntheir name. | 
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: 7 be Petitio + from the bitrefted Chriſtians ini 
205.2 the Northof ireland. 


To fie Reverend and. Honourable Madrratcll 
+: and remanent Members of the Generall Aſſembly 
| "of Scotland, convecned at Edin- 

_burgh\ in May 1644. 


| The bumble Petition of 'the diftreſced Chriſtians ' 
 'antbe PR zreland;” : Fl 
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 Humbly cheweth , 18 


'Hat whereas your former enlarged bounty , and our 
preſent overflowing ſtraits would require a grateful JF 
acknawledgement of the-one,-and a ſerious, repretentation } | ' 
of the other : Our caſeis ſuch , as neither can-be expected: iN 
- Aour bands, being ſtricken. with aſtoniſhment ,” and full 
of the furie of the Lord. We are.theſe indeed who have 
ſeen Gy the rod of his wrath : So thar it were more} 
fir» we bada Cortage in the Wilderneſle amongſt the Owles 
29 mourn out our imbitered Spirits , then that by word or; 
writ we ſhould compeere before any of his People : Al- | 
though you cannor be wearied in wel- doing , yet we ſhall nol 
way thinkit Frraoge, if now you ſhall give over any mote 
careofus ; Seeing the Lord hath teſtified againſt us, and | 4 
the Aimighty hath afflifted us. Your judgement is with the | 
Lord, and your reward is with. God , not onely for you, 
two years Viing and watering a barren viney ard but -y | 
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- 'for your zeale and care to have your Reformation ſpred a-_ 
 mongſt other oppreſt and borne-down Churches, whereof 


© »# 


h. of 
= you have givenan ample and famous teſtimony in ſending 
& hither that bleſſed League and Covenant which wee much. 
_ deſired and longed for, as byour Petitions to the Church 
| +& Stare ofout Native, Kingdome is knowne unto you;which' 
hath had a/ wifthed and'gractous ſucceſie by rhe ifavour and 
bleſling of God , accompanying the pains of theſe to whom 
the tendering thereof was intruſted by you. And we con- 
7 ceivingachief part of our miſerie-to conſiftin our want of 
[F - opportumitie to joyne our ſelyes with the People of God in 
the foreſaid League 3 Efteeming our ſelves rejected of God 
andunfit robe joyned in any comfortable fellowſhip in the 
Goſpel with them , when the ſaid League and Covenant 
was preſented to the Regiments; Wee made bold to lay 
hold upon the opportunity ( though afflicted abje&s) and 
cheerfully and nnanimouſly joyned our ſelyes thereunto : 
That if wee peeriſh in our miſery , wee may die a Covenant- 
ed People: and, if our miſerable lite be prolonged , we 
1 may finde ſhelter and refreſhment under the ſhadow thereot 
I inourfierie trials, confidently expecting from tie Lord by 
4  ournzerer conjunction with'you than before,an accompliſhe 
ment of what is agreed into the Covenant , which ye boune. 
tifally expreſſed before we were on with you, to your nevere 
: dying-contmendation. We arenorhing ſhaken in our to your 
'* minds with the odious aſperſions of {edition , combination 
- againſt the King}, and overthrow of Muncipal {aws , &c. 
| { wherewith our Covenant 1s branded )-nor with thethreats 
-., of theſe who ſhould be comfortable to us in our troubles : 
But are the more encouraged to beleeve that God ſhall raiſe . :: 
up the Tabernacle of David thatis fallen, and repair the yy 
© breaches thereof: For fince we Covenanted with God , and R 
\ united our ſelyestogerher , our dying Spirits have revived , EP 
and we fing like theſe who have come forth from their Gra= _ . '3 
\ ves , for God harh had mercy on ]acob.: In teſtimony whe- YN 
reof he hath opened the bowels of the Churches of Hol'and , & 
who were ſtraugersto.us, and yet dear Brethren, and ten- 3 
der Sympathizers with our affiictions and ſorrows , who, 
EO O 4 when 
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when theſe who'were left of the Sword were in danger to. } 
dye by famine , didplenrifully relieyeusin apr ſtrairs , not + "It 
onely by comfortable encouragements to walk humbly with | 
God, and wait forhim who hides his face from the houſe of "2ſt 
Racob for a ſeaſon ; but allo by their rich ſupply in Victuals oF 

and others neceſſar for our relief and comfort , which we | 
humbly deſire our Lord to repay ſeven-fold in rheir bo-. 4 


o 
05 +» 
w 
: 


ſome, and become your Supplicants-to joyne with us ina- 3Þ T' 
grateful acknowledgement of their ſingular favours : And Þ » 
Apon the heels of theſe favours you have continued your un- ' | he 


paralled compaſſions in keeping your forces and enabling --F 
zhem, together with the other Forces,for avengingrhe crack | 
murders, and effuſion of Chrlſtian blood in this Land, nort- 
withſtanding of your owne multiplied difficulties, The Lord }F 
Hath begun to delight into us ,and ina day of ſalvation hath I}: - 
helped us (So happy are the people who are in Covenant 'Þ 
with God.) Weare theſe. (indeed) who may juſtly be burne 
wp for our unfruitfulneſſe in the dayes of our plenty, & ſtub- 


| bÞornefle inthe dayes of our afflition, which hath brought us 
1o low, that where we once enjoyed a bleffed plenty, we i}: 
muſt now beg of the crumbs that fall from your Tablet *Þ} . 
We cannot diſſemble, bur ſo farre as we can diſcern our. | - « 


owne hearts, we would preferre the joyful ſound of the _ | 
Goſpel roour much withed Pracdand precious lives : But 
- It may he diſcerned, your Conſultations of before have been * 
guided by the Spirit of the Lord ; inthar when wee rwice |: 
3h our forward haſting deſires begged the preſent loofingand -Þ . 
planting of ſome Bimiſters amongſt us , you jndged it more '. 
convenient to ſupply us by turnes, as Creldaina that our 
Captivity was likely toendure: Our hopesare ſo far reviveds 
Thar we truſt to ſee the day when he ſhall take the Cup' af 
trembling out-of our hands , and put 1t in the hands of them 
thar afflicted us. 
_ Andrherefore, if you account us fellow-partners of the 
Purchiſed- Inheritance , Yer azain ſuffer-our neceſlitie ro &: 
plead withyou , that a5 it hath been by the Committee of |} 
Bils-already adviied,, that a competent number of Mini- 
ſters may be gifred tous by your Commiſſion when they ſhall 
/ ſeetheCalling cleared, the ſame may be granted as a teſti= 
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UN : Aſſemb ly z I'644- 
© mony of your confidence , «and expeRarion of our delivery; 
+ *F Andin the meane time {ome others may 'be ſent by turnes 


| to keep in the dying lives of above twenty: foure deſolate 
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= Congregations, who are in danger ro periſh for want of - 
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avours, yet as we have reſelved to 


& youto returneunto 


-% 


7 [wer it ſhall pleaſe the Lord by 


4 Snpplicants. ; 
: * Subſcribed by very many hands. ; 


JT. Ad#for the preſent Entrie of the new ered 
-F' -Presbyterie at Biggar. 


He which day anent the Supplication ſubſcribed and 


4. ruling Elders of the Kirks of Ezggar, Shirling, Prochton, 
Glenqubome, Kelbocho, Culter, Lamyngtoun , Symontoun , Coving- 

3 toun. Quothquen, Welſtonn, and Dolphingtoun making mentton, 
Þ + {harthe General Aﬀembly at Edinburgh in Auguſt 1643. 
FF years, by their Act of the dare of the twelfth day of the a= 


mine moneth and year,did upon grounds, and aftertryal and - 


| hearing of all Parties to the full, ereta Presbyterie ſear at 
3 Fyger, ro conſiſt of the Kirksabove-written , And granted 


to their Presbyterie full power ofjuriſdigion and. exerceing 


Diſcipline » with all other Liberties and Privitedges be- 
longing to any other Presbyterie 3 but ſuſpended the 
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'2Þ, Viſion :- And alt we, we do profeſſe , we count not,ovur 


3- Iunii 1644. Aitemeridiem. Sel. 5. 


- given into the General Aﬀemblyro the Miniſters and. 


entrie and poſſeflion of this new erected - Presbyrerie,, 
during the pleaſure ofthe Aſſembly: And therefore defir ” 
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218  TheGenerall _ 


the ſaid Generall Afembly to ordaine and appoint the entrie;. 
and poſſeſſion of the forefaid Presbyterie at Biggar now pre-, 
ſently 3 Andro declare, thatit isrheir pleaſure, thatrhe-* 


entrie and poſſetlion thereof ſhall beno longer ſuſpended ,: 


x 
: 
: 


_ 


asthe Supplication proports. Which Spplication being .zÞ'. 
 readin audience of the Generall Aſſembly, and thereafter I; 
the Commiſſioners from the Presbyteries of Lanerk and Pee: 3Þ 


bles, andall others having entteſſeto oppoſe rhMetire fore-"3Þ 


- faid being-publickly called , andthe faids Commiſſioners: # $ . 


for Peebles and Lanerk perſonally preſent , being at length 
heird in what they could ſay or alledge therein: And the # 
faid the Supplication and defire thereof, \with the Alled= 
_ Seances and Objections made againſt the ſamine , being 
taken to conſideration by the Aſſembly, andthey therewith 3 4 


being fully and ripely adviſed : The Afembly af:er remo= "MF 


mY "0 


'ving of rae Parties ; 2nd after conſideration of the premiſles | 

' and voycing of the foreſaid defire, Ordainesthe entrie and 

_ Poſſeſſion of the foreſaid Presbyterie of Biggar, confiſting of) Þ' 

_ the particular Kirks above - mentioned , to begin now pre-.'} 
ſently'z . And appoints and ordaines all the Miniſters and 
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- Bulang Elders of the foreſaids Kirks above ſpecified, whe if. 


teof th= ſaid Presbyrerie confiſts, to meet and conveene as 
2 Presbyterie, with all convenience, at the ſaid Kirk of ' 
Biggar , which is the Place and Sear ofthe ſamine Pregby-" 
reiie. And'the Afiembly refers to the Commiſſioners to + 
be appointed by them for the publick affairs of the Kirk, to :Þ 
' determinn to what Synod this the {aid new erected Presby- 2 
rerie ſhall be ſubordinate ; As alſo to preſcribe thc order 
aed ſolemniries that ſhall be neceſlar for entring and poſſeſs | 
0g the Miniſters and Elders in the ſaid Presbyrerie, i 


. — 


Juni 3. 1644, Sefſ. 6. 


 Aﬀtconcerni 
Lords at Oxford, 


He Generall AJembly having received a Copy of a 
'4 Declaration, made and ſub{cribelat Oxſerd, ſent __ | 
| | | Tem ? 


ug the Declaration ſub{cribed by the Scottich 
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 andin ſuchplaces as the Commisſion ſha 
| otherwiſeto refer the tryalland cenſure of iuchDelinquents 
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J* them fromthe honourableConvention of Eftates,and having 
4} ſeriouſly conſidered the tenour thereof , dorti finde the ſame 
| to be a perfidious Band and unnacurall confedzracy , to 


bring this Kirk and Kingdome to confufion 3 and tobe full | - 


of blaſphemies againſt the late ſolemneLeague and Covenant 


of the three Kingdomes , of vile afperhons of Treaſon , 


} " Rebellion and. Sedicion + mol falſly and impudently impu- 
| . tedto the Eſtatesand the molt faichfull apd IoyallSubjedts of 


theſe Kingdomes, And ſeeing it is incumbent ro the Aſ- 
ſembly rotake notice thereof, and roſtop the courſe of 
zheſe mahcious intentions, in fo farre as concernes them , * 
Declarz that the ſubſcribers ofthis or the like Declararion 
or Band, 'or any that have. been acceſlory to rhe framing » 
or that has been, or ſhall be accesſory to the execution rhe- 
reof» deſervethe higheſt cenſure ofthe Kirk : And rhere- - . 
fore gives power to the Commisftoners of this Asſembly ap- | 
pointed for the publick affairs, toproceed again{t them to 
the ſentence of Excommunication, anlesſe rhey make hum- 
ble confesfion of their offence publickly, inſuch manner , 
fan preſcnbe ;.Qr ' 
ro Presbytereries or Synods as they ſhall think conveniear. 
And when the .ſentence of Excommunication ſhall be pro- 
nounced , diſcharges Presbyteries or Synodsto relaxany 
from the ſentence, without the advice of the Generall As- 
ſembly, or their Commisfioners , niſi\an extremis, And 
in reſpect of rhe atrocicite of this Fatt , the Asiembly in all 


' humility , do'ſeriouſly recommend itoghe right honourable 


th: Eſtates of Parliamenc to cake ſuch courſe, as the perſons 
that ſhall be found guilty , mav be exemplary puriſh=d., 


| according tro the meiit of ſo unnaturalland impious an of- 


2nce: And riat ſome publick note of ignamini?2 be pur upon 


the Declaration and Band it ſelf, it their Honours hl 


think it meer, 
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AF againſt the Rebellsin the 

Nort h and South. | / > |  mO 

6 ET HS 11h | ſha! 

He Generall Aſſembly conſidering'the juſt ſentence? {niſl 

. &. pronounced azainſt the principall Actors in that Rebel-#Þþ eve 

on in the North and South, by ordinance of the Commiſ-3Þ Par 

fioners of the late Aſſembly ; And finding it moſt neceſſary, #Þ An 

that ſuch as affiſted orjoyned with them in that impious and #Þ toF 

mtinaturall Fact, be likewiſe cenſured;; Therefore ordiins but 

' - "Presbyreries and Synods reſpe&iv? , ro proceed again chem YE 

with the higheſt Cenſures of the Kirk , if thoy give. not (a= |. 

G: - usfation by publick repentance 3 And when the ſentence Wi - 

1 of Excommunicationſhall be pronounced, T he Aſſembly. 

difcharges the {aid Judicatories to'relax any of them from 4K» 

'rhe ſentence, without the advice of the Generall Aſſembly, 1Þ: 

or their Commiſſioners, nefiin extremis : To whom alſo the' 1. 

faids Presbyreries and hve ſhall be anſwerable far their: nk 
e 


diligence in the premiſles as they hull be required. And | : + 


© -, rhe Aﬀembly doth humbly recommend to the Honourable || 3: 
Eftatesof Parliament, to take ſuch courſe as the Perſons | 

* - that fhallbe found guilty may. b? exemylarly puniſhed JC . ” 

= _ cording to th? merit and degree of their offence * : 

X | ETHER, > Fe Sieh. — — 4 

Af again? ſecret diſaffefters 1: 

of the Covenant © 7 : 

 FT'He Generall Afembly underſtanding that divers Pere 1 ; 

ſons diſ-aftected to the Natzonall Covenant of this Kirk , }' 1 

apd to the Solemne League and Covenant of the three King-. F , 

þ © doms, doeſcape their jnſt cenſure, either by their private | 

3 and uuconſtantabode in any one Congregation, or by ſecret ; | - 

I conveyance of their malignant ſpeechesand praftiſes 3 The- 'ÞF 


refore ordainsall Miniſters to take ſpeciall notice when any 

ſuch Perſon ſhall come within their Paroches, and' ſo ſoon 
as they ſhall know the ſame , that} without delay they cauſe 
watnthem to appear before the Presbyteries within wad 
| | elr 
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Mt. _ eAfſembly, 1644- 2k 
A} their Paroches lyes, or before the Commiſſioners ofthis 
37 Afembly-appoinced for publick affairs , as they ſhall finde 
23} moſt conventent 3 which warning rhe Aﬀembly declares 
TA f ſhall be a ſuMicjent Citation untothem : And als tbat all Mi- 
e:Þ-nifters and Elders delate to the faijds Judicatories reſpeFsrg, 
= every ſuch disaftetted Perſon , althovgh without their own 
23Þ Paroch, ſo ſoon as they ſhall hear and beinformed of them. 
-3Þ And the Aſſembly ordains the ſaid Commiſſioners'not only 
IF to proceed to Trya) and Cenſure of ſ{uch disaffettel Perſons, 
*F--buralſo take a ſpecial account of the diligence of Miniſters, 
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*Elders > and Presbyteries herein reſpe&:ve. 
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| A for ſending Miniſters tothe Armie.. 


113 He Aſſembly underſtanding that Miniſters are not duly 
7 ® ſent forth to the Kegimenrs of thaArmy,neither inch as | 
" /Þ areſenr duly relieved, which neglect fallezh out oftimes, by 
| "FT reaſon of queſtions among Presbyteries interefied inthe Re- 
I giments: Therefore for remedy hereof, 'thinks it conve- 
4; nient that this order be keeped hereafierz Thar a Liſt be 
4 made ofthree Miniſters by the Colonels, or 1ntneir ab- 
ſence by the chief Officers of every Regiment, with advice 
and conſent of the Presbyterie art the Army , and ſent to 
{ Presbyreries here , or if the Jiſt be of Minifters in divers * 

| Presbyteries to the Commiſſioners of the General Aﬀembly, 

4 tharthey may appoint one out of that hſt to beſent to the Re- 

4 -giment , toattend them for performing Minilteriall duties 

43 3.Moneths: And thar the reliefof Miniſters already ſentor 

F tobe ſent hereafter ſhallbe inthe ſame manner , And the 

* | Aflembly ordains Miniſters who ſhall be thns appointed by 

I Presbyteries or the Commiſſioners of the Aſſembly reſpeve, 

- F to repairto the Armie with all diligence , under the paine 
4 ofſuſpenſion: Aud humbly recommends tothe Honourable 
ſtares of Parliament to provide ſome way whereby rheſe 

- Miniſters may have due and ready payment of their allow- 
F ance » from the time. of their going from rheir charges here. 
Þ Andit is declared that this order ſhall bealſo keeped for ſen- ? 
1 ding forth of Migiſters ro the Regimgegss 1g the ſecond expe» .Y 
__MTSTTTT27 * Renovation = 
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" Renovation of the Commiſſion for the . || 
Publick affairs of the Kirk. ' - "It 
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"He Generall Afembly conſdacing 
embly upon the nin-? 


fHoners appointed by the Jaſt A 4 
rcenth day of Auguſt 1643 years , the Jalt Seſſion thereof Þ 
to ſitar Edinburgh, for the Publick affairs of the Kick , have. #8 
not yer fully perfected that great Work for Unity of Reli- 

gion, and Uniformitie of Kirk- government in his Maje= 

fties Dominions; And that now 1n reſpect of the preſent con-2F 
dition of affairs in this Kingdome , their proceedings cannot 
be examined at this rims: Therefore finding uw neceſſar” 
that the ſaid Commiſſion be renewed unto the Cemmiſſio= 
ners therein mentioned, and to the Perſons afternamedili © 
now thouthr , fit ro be added for the better expediring of 8W9-* 
the bufinefſe { Do hereby appoint rhe Perſons particularly#&- 
nominate in the ſaid Commiſſion , viz. Maſters « Andrew}. 

| Ramſay, Alexander Henderſon , R obeyt Douglas , William Col="F* 
vill , William Bennet , George Gilleſpie , 7obn Oiſwald , Mungo } 
Law . Fobn Adamfon  fohn harp ,' Fam's Sharp , Williams} 
Dalgleith, David Calderimood, Andrew Blackball, James Fleeming, | 1 
R obrrt. Ker, jehn Mackebie, Oliver Colt, Hngh Campbell, A= $ |] 

| dam Penman, Richard Dickson . Andrew Stevin{on » John Law- F nc 
der . Robert Elawr, Samuel i\utherfurd , Arthur Mortoun , Re | fi 
bert Traill , Frederick Carmichael, Jobn Smith , PatrickGilleſpie,' |: V 
ow Duncan : John Hume , Robert Knox , William Jameſon , '} b: 
Schert Murray , Henry Guthrie , James Hamiltoun in Dumfreis, 
Berna d Sanderjon, \obhn Levingfoun, James Bonar , Evan\ 
Camron , David Diekson , Robort Bailzie , James Cuninghame, 4 te 


chat the Commiſ=; 


; . George Youngh , Andrew Afeck David Lindſay. Andrew Cant, JT ar 
| William Douglas, Murdo Mackeinzie . Colins Mackeinzie , Tohn'4 lis 


H Monroe . Walter Stuart Miniſters 3 Archbald Marquesiz of Ar=\F je: 
| $yle, William Carle Marsball, Fohn\Earl: cf Sutherland , Ale} ti 
xander Earls of Fglingtoun , John Earle of Caſfils , Charles} px 
Karle of Dumfermeling , Fohn Earle of Lauderdale , John tfars # th 
le of Lindſay, James Earle of Queensberry, Willkam Earle 
of Dalboufie > Archbald Lord Angus, Fames Vicount of D:d-F 
bope, Jolm Lord Maitland, David Lord Elcho, John Lord } 
Va/mmmoch., James Lord Coper , Sir Patrick Hephurne of 
| Wanzhtouti, Þ 
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| 3 Aſſembly, 1644. ' 227 

W auphtoim , Sir Archbald Johnſioun of 'Wariſeewn , Sir - 

{ David Hume of Wedderburne , S1' Alexander aveshime of Dun , 

* Sir William Cockburne of Langtoun , Sir Thomas F wihven of 

4 Frieland, Sir James Arnat of Fernie , Sir Walter R iddallof thax 

Th + Ik, Sir Ledowvieckh Houſtoun of th at }Ik, Sir William Carmichael 

7 Fiar of that 11k , Mt George Dowglar of Fonjedburgh, Mr George 

18 Winrame of Libertoun , Laird of Brodie ,. Sir John Smnth, | NJ 
1 Temes Demniſtoun .. Maſter Robert Barclay, John Rutherfurd , C 


I VWilianGlendunning , John Sempill , Jokn Kennedy, ant Ma- 
IF; ter Alexander Douglas Elders: | And alfo Matters, Davzd 
e © Dalpleich , Andrew tenet , Joby Moncreiff , Alexander Carſe « 
= Thomas Willze, James Gushrie , Hen'y Levingffoun » Parid + 
18. Drummond at Creiff , John Hay at Renfrew , John Strang, Riu 
1188 chard Inzlis , Wilnam Falconer , John Paterſon , Gilbert Roſſe , 
187 [Richard Maitland .. George Cumming » V. illiam Campbel-Mant- 
"387 fters, Andi Wilkam Earle of Glancairne , V« align Earle of 
8 Louthian, Fames Lord Murray of Gask, Tobm Lord Yeſter » 
1F* Rober: Maitland , Frederick Lyon of Brigtoun , James Mace 
| dowel! of Garthland , David Beron of Creich, Sir James Stuart 
\Þ Sheriff ofBuie, Sir Jobn' Weemes of Bogje, Nr William \ andilands 
N ' Tutor of Torphichin , Archbald Sydſerfe , Laurence Henderſen , 
| James Stuart , Thomas Paterſon , and Alexander Jaffrry Elders 
4 row added by this Aſſembly , to meer at Edenimgh upon the |, 
' fifth day of rhis inſtant monerh of June , and upon the Jaſt 
' 'Wedne {day of Auguſt next » the laſt Wedneſdav of Novem- 
ber next, and upon the laſt Wedneſday of February next 3 
and upon any other day, or in any other place they ſhall 
think mcet: Giving and granting unto them » or any ff- 
teen of them,there being twelve Miniſters prelent,fuli power 
and. commiffion to proſecute the ſaid work of unitie mM Re= 
| ligion , and uniformitie of Kirk- government in all bis Ma- 
&F jcfties Dominions , and to doand performe all things par- 
4 ticularly or generally contained inthe (aic:Commiſſion of the 
$ preceeding Aſſembly, orin 2nAct of the ſaid Afiembly upon 
the (aid 19. day of Auguſt , intiruled , A Reference to the 
f - Commisfion anent the Perſons defigned to repair to the Kingdome of 
-F England, and torrear and determine 'therin , andin all 0- 
JT thermarcers referred unto them by this Aﬀembly ,- ficlike, 


and as freely, 2s ifall theſe were herein expreſſed, and as 
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the perſens nominat in that ſaid former Commiſſion - migheÞ 
have done by vertue of the ſaid Aﬀtand former Commiſ-3I> 
ſion atany time by-gone » and with as ample power as any |; 
Commiſion of former General Aﬀemblies hath had, or been} 
in ule of before , they being alwayes comprable and cen='] 
{urable for thejr whole proceedings hereintill by the nexr'l] 
Genzral Aſſembly. | | —— 
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' Renovationof the Commiſſion granted to the? 
1 * Perſons appointed wo repair to the Kingdome - 
ZR __—_— of England, 8 | 
"He General Aſſembly , finding that the great Work of 
' unity in Religion , and uniformuty of Kirk-government? 
; - 1nall his Myjeſties Dominions is not. yet perfedted > DoZy 
EF. therefore renew the Commiſſion granted for that effect by*: 

| the preceeding Afembly , unio the Perſons appointed to Y- 
repair to the Kingdome of England upon the 19. day of Aus , 
guſt 1643. in the laſt Seflion thereof , Giving and granting 
tothe Perſors therin mentioned, the.ſame power, to doall 
andevery thing particularly or generally contained in' the 
ſatd Commiſſion ,, in the ſame manner » and as fully, as 

if the {ate were herein expreſſed , and as they might | 
have done at any time by-gone by vertue of the former 


Commiſlion, Y. 
The eAſemblies anſwer to the Presbyterie | 
with the Armie.. ; 
Fl ; | A | 
, Reverend aud loving Brethren inthe LO RD, A 


E received yours of the 17. and 20. of May, and were; 
much refreſhed-with the knowledge you gave unto us | 
therein , of yourſenſe of our condition here , and of the 
Lords dgaliog with yous ſelygs there in your Rraits and dif+ } 
TE eg 1 » as 


\? 
3 


| ficulties : Werejoyce exceedingly to ſee you make ſuch a 
” bleſſeduſeof the Lords delayes , for your further Humi- 
2 liation and Dependence upon him : Thar Sanctuary , your 
Fnemiecs , and the Enemies of your GOD hath taken , 
ſhall not ſave them : You have found by experience in 
your marches and maintenance , that eyentsare not ordered 
by the propoſitions of men , bur by the Providenceand pur= 
Y. pole of GOD. There isatime for every purpoſe under; 
© eaven, andthe Cup of the Amorites muſt be filled: Which 
3 being now full of every abomination, yeaof the blood of 
the Saints, the cry whereof cannot but be heard in Heaven, 
and anſwered on Earth , preſageth no lefſe ro us,than thar rhe 
Lords rime'of his deliverance of his own , and deſtruction of 
his Enemies draweth near. NN 
Weare not unſenſible of your preſenteſtate , and by the 
Lords grace ſhall be careful , both here and with our Con- 
gregations at home , to make all rake the ſame to heart. As 
for our condition here remembred wirh ſuch pious affection 
by you » we doubt nor but ye have heard whar the, Lord 
hath done for us 3 theſe happy beginnings of the Lords 
p ſcattering our unnatural Enemies in the North, gives us con- 
" fidence of .his aſliſtance in the midſt of difficulties againſt . 
e theſe thar aſſaulr us inthe South : It is nothing with the 
$ Lord to help whether wich many or with them that havens 
tf power. 5 | | 
cr; ' The ſecurity of this Nation indeed is great, it is our part 
to blow the Trumpet to give warning torhe People , and to 
| rouze them from that feat ful. condition which threatnerh 
= {ſ{omuchdeſertion. And to.chis end we have injoyned a ſ{o- 
? lemne Faſt, the cauſes whereof being more particularly con- 
fdred by our Commillioners here , will no queſtion be ſent 
unto you , thatif the Lord pleaſe , you mayjoyne with us 
J- thereinthar Action, | 
. We have ſer down an order to be kept hereafter,for ſend-. 
ing Miniſters unto the Armie , which the Clerk will ſerd h 
herewith unto you. Now the Lord our GOD , in whoſe - 
Name his people go forth againſt bis Enemies,help and affiſt L 
them, and cover their heads in the Day of Battel » and be 
| thei! 
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226 The Generall 


their Refuge ; and bleſſe your travels and endeavours, forthe 


ood of their ſouls and his own glory. 
Edimburgh, 3.June 1644. 


Subſcribed in name of the General Aſſembly by. the - 


Maoderat Or + 


4. June 1644. Sell. 7. 


The Letter from the CommiſSioners ab. 
London to the General Aſſembly. 


 Reght Honorable, Reverend andbelovedinthe LORD, 


F-D war thee: rneft defire of on: hearts to have come unto 
you atthisrime, and ro have brought with us the defire; 
able fruirs of our weighty im ployments and labours , to our 
common rejoycing in the mids of ſo many troubles borh 
here and there : but our Lord in his wiſedome harh not 
Judged it fi:ting , thar this ſhould be the time of our joyful 
harveſt, and of bringing our ſheaves, ro be matter of ſacri» 
ficetohimſelf, and of ſhowing rous, Both Nations as yet 
do but goforth weeping ard bearing their precious ſeed 3 
yetare we confident through JESUS CHRIST, that 
as It 1s aſced-time, if the Labourers (although other men 
before us have laboured-and we are entred into their labours} 
prove faithful unto the end , the harveſt ſhall come in due 
time, and in great plenty, 

The common Directory for publick Worſhip in the Kirks 
of the three Kingdomes is ſo begun Fwhich we did make 
known to the Commiſſioners of the General Aſſembly) thar 
wecould-not think upon any particular DireQory for our 
qwn Kirk, and yetis not ſo far perfetted , that wee could 
preſent any part thereof unto your view : fora}though wee 

+e exhibited unro the Grand Committee (which 1s com- 
poſed of ſome of the Members of both Houſes, and of the 
Aſſembly , with our felyes) the materials of the publick 
Prayers 
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eAſſembly , I 644- | 22% 
Prayers of the Kirk, the method of Preaching , and the 
order of adminiſtration of both Sacraments , and havethe 
Carechiſme in hand; yet are they not throughiy eximined 
by the Committee, nor arall by the Aﬀembly or Parlia- 


- ment, which we cannot impute to any negle@ or unwillings 


nefſe , bur to the mul:iplicity and weight of heir affairs, 
by which they are ſore prefied , and above their power, 

The Dire@ory for Ordination of Miniſters (which upon 
the extreme exigence of this Kirk was much preſſed by the 
Parliament) is agreed upon by the Committee and Asſem- 
bly , and ſome dayes paft is preſented to both Houſes , bur. 
hath nor yer paſſed their Vore, The Aſſembly hath been 
Jong 1n debate abour the Officers and Government of the 


Kirk { concerning which , we offered the rwo Papers 


which wee drew up , according to the praftice of our own, 
and other Reformed Kitks, and fo neere as we could cons 
ceive, to the minde of the General Aﬀembly, and did 
ſend to the Commiſiioners of the General Affembly ) and 
hath paſſed many vores about the one and the other, but 
hath no tbroghr their thoughts to ſuch ripenef[2 and perfe- 
ction , that they could think upon the publiſhing of them , 
or preſenting them to your fight, noris itin their power tg 
do ſo, without warrant of Parliament» Your wiſedome 
w1l conſider thar they are not a General Aﬀembly , bur 
ſome ſelect Perſons , call-d by Authority to g've their ad- 
vice in matrers of Religion , that they walk ina way which 
hath not b?en troden by this Nation before this time, that 
many things ſeeme new unto them , and cannor obtain 
theiraflenyrill they ſee them clearly warranted by the Word 
of GOD; Thar matters of the Government of the Kirk 
have been much controyerted here, and th2 prejudices a- 
guſt Presbyteriall Gov-rnment are many and g:earz That 
the two extremes of Prelacieand Independencie , which 
latteris the general claime of all SeQs and Sectartes, have 
prevailed molt in thisKi-k,and no other thing known by the 
multitude bur the one or th- other ; Thar ſuch as Jookto 
ward the Government of the Reformed Kirks ,-. fiadea 
mighty party within and without oppoſiag themz And that 
Reformation and Uniformitie mult c herefore be a "_ 
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bring it to paſle, 


full of difficulty , that the hand of tbe moſt bigh GOD; | 
which is now begun to beſtreched outinthis Land, mauſt | Þ 


There was alſo pteſented ro the Aſſembly , a new Para- 


to be deſired , we rook the boldnes (although wehad no : 


preſent allowing thereof, till the Kirk of Scorland ſhould be = 
acquainted with it; and therefore have we now ſent an eſſay 7 


them by your Commiſſioners there , that their judgetnents * 
be ſent up unto the Aſſembly here , both abour the general! 
of Unitormity 1n this point , and about the particular way 
ofefteCting ir, whether by either of theſe two, or by any o= 
ther Paraphraſe + or by changing ſome expresſions in the 
Books now in uſe, Which 1s aymed at by the firſt oftheſe 
two. 
 A$ we cannot but admire the good hand 6f GOD in the 
ereat things done here already , particularly 3 Thar the Co- 
venaut ( the foundation of the whole Work } is taken , © 
Prel:cie and the whole rrain thereof, '.extirpated ; The 
- Service-Bockin many places forſaken, plain and powerful 
preaching ſetup 3 Many Colledges in Cambridge provided 
with ſuch Miniſters , as are moſt zealous of rhe belt Refor- 
mation; Altars removed ; The Communion in ſome. pla- 
ces given at the Table with fitting ; Thegreat Organs at 
Pauls and of Peters 1n Weſtminſter taken down 3 Images and 
mary other Monuments of [dolatry defaced and aboliſhed; 
The Chappel - royal at Whitehal purged and reformed; and 
all dy authority ina quiet manner at noon day , without tu= 
mult :' $9 have we from ſo notable experience,: joyned 
with the promiſes of the Word ſufficiegt ground of conh- 
dence that G GD will perfe& this Work againſt all oppo=- 
_ fition, and ofencouragement for us all to be faithfull in the 


Work 


phraſe of the Pſalmes in Engliſh Meeter > which was well | ]. 
liked of , and commended by ſome of the Members of the '} 
Aflembly ; But becauſe we conceiyed that on Pſalme Book 
1inall the three Ringdomes was a point of Uniformity much *P 


ſuch exprefle and particular Commiſiien) to oppoſe the '} 


% 
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thereofin ſome Piilmes. We have alſo ſent another Speci® 
2nen, in Print, done by ſome Miniſters of the City. Your .! 
wiſedome hes to conſider, whether it be meet to examine 
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| Aſſembly , 1644. | | 2.2.9 
Work of God , which is carried on by his mighty Hand * 
that.no man can oppoſe it , bur he mult be ſeen fighring a 


gainſt GOD, It is unto us no ſmall matter of comforr. 
that we have heard of no Miniſter of the Goſpel ( except 


Auchas the Kirk hath rejected ) joining with the Malignants 


there, in their ungodly aud unnaturall affliicting of thar 
Kingdome, while they are endeavouring therelief 6f the 
afllicted in this Kingdome ; arid we pray and hope, that 
they may carefully keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace, and walk worthy both of their holy calling, and 
of thegreat Work , which the Lord is working by his own 
weak ſervants in Kirk and Policy. | 

Be pleaſed to receive a Latter from the Aſſembly , unto 
which you willjrerarn ſuch an anſwer as ſhall ſeemigood unto 
your wiſedome, and withall ( whichis our humble defire ) 
{ome word of your thankfull acknowledgement of the re 
ſpeCt and favours done by them unto us. 

We have atall occaſions ſince our coming: hither , ac« 
quainted th? Commiſiion with our proceedings, and by the 
help of God, ſhall be indvſtrious in obeying your directi- 
onsand theirs , during our abode here » which through the 
power and bleſling of God, bringing the affairs ofhis own 
Churchroa peaceable and bleſſed ſucceſlſe, weg with may 
be fora ſhort time > andunto which your fervent prayers: 
through Chriſt may be very effectuall , which therefore 
is the humble and carneft defire of 


Werceſter houſe , | OLANTS 
London May 20. - Your affeflionate fellow-labouring and 


1644, fellow feeling Brethren mthe Work 
| of the L ord, 7 


10. MAITLAND. 


Alex. Henderſon. Sam. Rutherfurd, 
Robert Basllie, George Gilleſpie. 
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 TheLetter from the Synod of Divines 
| im the Kirk of England, tothe 
Generall Aſſembly | 


Rigbt Honourable. right Reverend, and drarly beloved Brethren 
an jcius Clint, 


He bleſiing and comfort of that inviolable Union 
which our gracious GOD hath vouchſafeq ro both. 
&. {..urches and Nations , gave us opportunity the lalt 
ye. , tobF.athour ſome of our fighs into your compaſiio= 
nate bo:omes 3 Aud {uch have bcenthe ioundings of your 
bow-ls, ashave oficred violencc ro Heaven by your effe- 
Gai) fervent prayers, and brought many ſweet reireſlings 
roour largiſhing ſpirits by your pious and comfortable 
Letters', 1 an:'wertoours. | 
This makes us ſtudious of all means of ackowledging 
your tender Sympathie , and of laying hold on all opportue .. 
nities of repayring again to the ſame {treams of conſolation: 
for which <nd, as we canno: but confefle , that inthe midſt. 
qt thoſe boylterous waves wherein we have been daily roſ- 
ed, wee have met with many gracious and unexpected en- 
couragements, ſo we muſt needs renew our former mourn- 
ings , and rend our hearts afreſh uaro you , with grear- 
eſt inſtance for ail the afiſtance therycur Prayers, Tears, 
Learning, Piety, and Largeneſfle of heart can poſſibly / 
contribute ro your poor attiicted and ſtill - conticting Bre- 
thren : And this wethe racher beg of you, who , having 
Þin firſt 1n the furnace of afiiiction , and are come ou of 
great tribulation, ' are meeteft to commiſerate, and beſt 
able to comfort others in any trouble, by the comforts 
wherewith you your ſelves have been comforted of 
GOD. | ES 
 Itwasin our defires to have preſented to your Venerable 
Afﬀembly , ſome of our deareſt reſpeFts in writing , by thar 
eminently learned and mucihonored Commiſſioner of 
yours, the Lord FFari/oun: Bur his departure hence was 
{0 ſuddento us, and ynexpetted by us that we _— 
ps 4 Dave 
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have time ( as his Lo-dfhip can inform you) totenderby 
him ſucha teſtimony of our Brotherly & intimare affeCions, 
as ma” in ſome meaſure ſuite with your manifold and moſt 
aftectiovare expresfrons roward us, when , our ſighings 
were many , and our hearts faint: For ſuch hath been 
your love , that no waters can querich it , 2nd ſuch the an- 
dertakings of the whole Kingdome of Scotland , through 
your furtherance : that we already begin to reap the fruts 
of all that Piery, Prudence, and Valour , which at this day 
render your Nation worthily renowned in the Chriſtian 
World; andus, exceedingly ſtraitned and reſtlefſe in our 
ſelves, untill God pleaſe ro open a way for our endeayonrs , 
to make fome more anfiverable rerurnes. 
' _ Toward this, ourthoughts and hopes were to have made, 
ere now , {ome proceedings of our Aſſembly legible in 
yours. Bur ſuch are'the conrinued diſtraftionswhich lye upon 
our ſpirits , by means of the ſad and bleeding condition of 
this Kingdome,, as have caſt us much þ:hinde our own ex- 
pettations , D =, hindred that expedition which the neceiit= 
tizs of this Nation , and the defires of our Brethren abroad, 
do earneſtly call for at our hands. | | 
Sometime2srhrough GODS goodneſle wee have a proſpe« 
rious Gale}, Some-r1mes againe , we faile like Paul and his - 
company , very ſlowly many dayes. And even then , when 
wee draw near the fair Havens, tome contrary Windes pyr us 
out into the Deepagain. We walk in paths that have hls. 
therto been untrodden by any Afﬀembly in this Church: We - 
therefore are inforced to ſpend more time in our inquiries, 
and1n ſeeking of GOD a right way for us , that at length we 
may pur into that high way , the way of holineſſe ,” wherein 
Wayfaring men, though fools, ſhili nor erre: And we 
will wait upon our GOD ( before whom we have been this 
Day humbling of our ſouls ) untillhe 12:1 usinto all theſe 
Truths which we ſeek after ; and we ſhall labo::r to be yer 
more vile in our owneyes, asfinding by experience that it 
is not inman to direct his way. | | 
Thoſe Winds which for a while do trouble rhe Aire + do 
withall purge and refinz it : And our truft 15 thar through 
the moſt wiſe Providence and bletiog of GOD , the Ir rio 
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by ourſo long continued agitations ,. will be better cleared 
among us , and ſo our ſervice will prove more acceprible co 


0 "Yu 
+ + 


all the Churches of Chrilt, but more eſpecially ro you, while” 


we havean intenrtive eye to our peculiar Proteſtarion » and 
tothat publick Sacred Covenant entred into by both the 
Kingdpmes, for Uniformity in all his Majefties Domi- 
T10NsS. 

Which Work we carry on ( againſt what ever difficulties 
arecaſt inour way) with more cafe and comfort , by the 
great ſedulity and ſeaſonable aſſiſtance wee daily receive 
from your Noble and -Reyerend Commiſtoners fitting 
. among us: Their Prudence will ( we doubt'not) ſuffict- 
ently furniſh you with more particular information touch- 
. *3ng our affairs; And here, we cannot but acknowledge 

-thar the afſidious preſenceof theſe our learned and highly- 
eſteemed Brethren among us , and their free and faithfull 
contributing of their counſelsrous , doe oblige us much to 
a double duty 3 the one of Thanks, which we now hears 
tily renderro you , for {ending to us ſuch excelijent Hel- 
pers; the other of Requeſt, which wee earneſtly make 
for their continuance with us, untill the Work bee brought 
up to the finiſhing Cubice. 

Now, the Grear Mafter-Builder ( withour whoſe Al- 
mighty concurrence, the Builcers Jabour but in vaip ) ace 
comipliſh and perfect all-his own gloz1ous Work in your 
hands, andin ours, alſo, to his own Glory,. the peace and 
edification of all rhe Churches, and the comfort of our (el- 
vesoverall our travelsand ſufferings. 


Weſtminſter, May 17. 1644. | 
Your moſt affeftionate Brethren and ſervants in the Lo d, by the 
direttion , and in the Name of this whole Aſſembly , 


William Twifle , Prolocuzoy., 
Cornelius Burges , Aſſeſſor. 
Henry Robrough , 4 
Adoniram Byfield , Scribg, 
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Reverend the Aſſembly of Divines 
in the Kirh:.of England. 
Right Honourable , right Reverend , and moſt dearly 
| beloved in our Lord 


\ Edo thankfully acknowledge your reſpe&full remem- 

brance of us by your Letters at all occaſions ; andnot 
alictle rejoyce ro ſee that happie correſpondence and Chri- 
ſtian communioaſo ſweetly entertained amongſt us, which | 


| islo acceptable in the fight of the Lord, ſo pleaſant and 


profitable , eſpecially when kept arid entertained berwixr 


# Kirks and Kingdomes about aftairs of higheſt and moſt pu« 
F blick concernmentand intereſt : We have nothing morein 
"} our deſires than to entertain that harmonious correſpon= 
$ dence , that Chriſtian ſymparhie and compaſſion , that - 
'$. ſounding andreiounding of bowels, which well beſeemerh 
I Kirks and Nariens,unired by a ſolemn League & ſacred Co- 


yenant, for mutuall endeayours, by all lawfull means toa . 


J further unijtie in that Faith once delivered to the Saints , 


'' 


and greater Unifoxmitie in Divine Worſhip, Diſcipline , 
and Government, according to the.Paterne, | 

The caſe and condition of your bleeding Kingdome 
1s no leſle ſenfible to us, than if our ſelves were 1n afMi- 
Mon with you ; bur we truſt all is working to your beſt , 


y and toour Lords glory : 'Thar ſome of you hes fallen, it 
1s to try you , purge you , and make you white : - If 


the Lord by thoſe means be with that Reformation of 


his Qrdinances , bringing alſo alongſt that other Refor- 


I \ motion: of hearts and lives , ſhouid it not be welcomed 


with all joy » although ir bee upon the expence of blood 


4 - andlives > The Lord will turn the bygone rage of Man to 


his'glory and your ſpiritual good the remnant of rage will 
hee reſtraine, The. Lord delivereth his owne by dzgrees. 


| heis with themin trouble , an1 delivereth them , and honoureth 


them ; He who hath been ſenfbly with you hitherto , 
and upholden you in your trouble, will we rruſt, yer deliver 


-3--you , and honour you: The more ye ſow in rears » the 


greater ihall be your harveſt of peace and joy , when the 
"x Lord, 


W— 


ny > the ſufferings of your Brethren , the People of GOD, 
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Lord according tothe dayes wherein he hath aflifted you: 
and the years wherein yce have ſeen evill , ſhall make you. th 
glad, and his Work to appeare unto pou >» and his glory U' 3 
unto your children, and the beautie of the Lord your God IF Y* 
to beupen you , and ſhall eſtabliſh the work of your hands; }. ?* 
yea , even eltab]'ſh :i2 work 5f your hands, | 
We ſhould prove both unthankfull to God , and unfaith« JF. 
Full comen, did ce not hold out unto you the Lords gra« B 
cxous and pewe: full dealing with us 1n the Ike condition, 
and comfort you with the conſolations wherewith wee our: 
felyes have been comforted : We were involyed in the like. 
difficulries; we had the ſtrong oppoſition of higheſt Auttios, 
xitie fet over two powerfull Kingdoms , beſide this of ours; 
and the unhappy providence of our wickedly wiſe and wary 
Prelares, had done what in them lay -, to mak? the Mini 
ſkery of this Land ſworn Enemies to the intended ikeforma- 
tion : So that we walkedin avery wilderneſſe , in alaby- | 
rinth, and as upon deep waters, wierein nor onely did our } 
feet loole footing» bur alſo our eyes all diſcovering or difs 
cerning of anyground; yea; wee were ready to lofe our J 
felves; Yetthe Lord hath graciouſly rid us, and recovered 
us out of all theſe difficulties, and ſer our feet upon a rock), | 
and ordered our goings. The experience wee have had n : 
our own perions , aftoordeth us confidence and hope cons! 
cerning your aflaires; and wee trult this hope ſhall not be 
disappoinced; it is our duety to hope upon experience , and 
ris the Lords word and promiſe, thatſuch an hope ſhall ' 
not beaſhimed. Ir cannor chooſe but beger confidence 
in you,when ye ſhall confider,that ye haye ſeon before your 
eyes your ne1gabouring Ship of rhis Kirk and Kingdome, 
having (as it were ) l-ofed from your fide, in thelike or 
ſelf-ſame ſtorme , norwithſtindin3 all rofſing of wind=s and 
waves , yet ( nt by might , not by power, but by the Spirit of the 
Lord of boſts) to have arrived ſ:fe and ſound to tne Port and” 
Harberie; yea , and to haye dared to put out again unto rhe : 
ſtorm, to contribute her weakendeavours for your help. 
We acknowledge your impediments to be great and ma«' 
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cannot chooſe but both damp your ſpirits, and divide your: | 
throughts - 
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4 throughts: Your walking in an untroden and unknown way, 
» | muftpuryon {rhough neverſo willing to go on ſpeedily , 
od © yer) roraketime and lerſure toask for the right way, and 
is; | ye want not the oppoſition of ſome amongſt your ſelves , to 
"* F whomnotwithſtarding we truſt the Lord will reveale his 
h. {1 truth in his own time.. Neverthe lefſe (much honoured 
-2« | and dear Brethren ) go on eouragiouſly againſt the ſtream of 
n_ {| all oppoſition ; every Mountain in the way of Aerubbabel, 
ws 4 the Lord ſhall make plain; and as many of you as are per= 
ke | feR , be thus minded , that forg-trting the things that are 
oo. # behinde , and Jooking tothe things that are before , you 
mw prefle hard rowards the mark, as having before you , not 
onely the prize of the high calling and recompence of re- 
lis | ward, butalioatthe end of this race , theſe two precious 
a- | Peailsard itneſtimable Jewels of Truth and Unity, and all 
y- me Reformed Churches beholding and looking on, nat 
ar 1 onely as witneſſes, but alſo being ready to congratulate 
if, and embrace you. 
ur} We weregreatly refreſhed to hear by Letters from our 
244 Commiſſioners there with you, and by a more particular 
relation from the Lord Wariſton now with us, of your 
praile-worthy proceedings, and of the great good thingsthe 
Lord hath wrought among you and for you :. Shall it ſeema 
{mall thing in our eyes, rhat che Covenant ( the foundation 
of the whoie Work ) is taken > Thar thar AntichriſtianPre- 
lacy with all the traine thereof 1s extirpate > Thar the doer - 
of a right entrie unto faithful Shepherdsis opened ; many 
corruptions, as Alrars, Images, and other Monuments 
of Idolatry and Superſtition removed , defaced and aboliſh= 
ed ; the Service-book in many places forſaken , and plaine 
and powerfull preaching ſetup ; rhe great Organs at Pauls 
and Perers taken down ; Fhar the Royal Chzppell is purged 
and reformed , Sacraments ſincerely adminiltrare', and ac= 
cording to the paterne inthe Mount, Thar your Colledges» 
4, the Seminaries of your Kurk , are planted with able and ftn- 
a} cereProfeſlors ? Tharthe good hand of G OD hath calledq- 
> and keprrtogether ſo many pious, grave, and learned Dif». 
, vines for ſo]1-nga time, and diſpoſed their hearts to ſearch 
s | his Truthby their frequent Humiliations , continuall Pra= 
yets 


#3 That the time may be when full libercy and leaſure:} 
ſhall be to all the Builders 'of the Houſe of GOD, to. 


give themſelves with both their hands ro the building up | 
and edifying the People of GOD in theſe things that be« " 
long to'life and Godlineſſe, ro the making of them wiſe to 


ſalvation, and throughly furniſhed to every good work, - 


andjwhen the Lord ſhall delight to dwell more familiarly , 


and to work more powerfully in , and by his throughly pus | 


Tifted Ordinances £ Thar. you afflicted and. toſſed with, 
rempelts and not comforred » ſhall have your ſtones laid 


with fair Colours, your foundation with Saphires , your | 
Children ſhill be caught of GOD, and ſhall have great ! 


peace, and no Weapon framed againſt you ſhall proſper, and 
Every tongue that riſerh againft you in Judgement ſhall bee 
condemned ; That the Lord will awake as inthe ancient 
dayes» as in che generation of old ; That the Redeemed of 


rhe Lord ſhall comeunto Zion with ſinging, and ſorrow and 


mourning ſhall flee away. 


Andas weare confident that theLord who hearethPrayer, 
and hath promiſed to guide his Servants in all mh” vY 1 
o de | 
all the Refarmed Kirks, and the Kirk of Scotland above 
all others exrreamly long for the taſte of the fruits of rheir | 
pious labours and continual pains: And ſo much the more, 
that we have ſuſpended ſome material determinations a« 
moneſt our ſelyes, upon expeCation of Uniformity ; And *' 
- that 1n the meane time ſ@ many ſcandalous Papers come to * 
our view, and tothe hands of the People here , for libertie -- 
of Conſcience toleration of Sets, and ſuch Practices as | 
are contrary to the Doctrine ,' Goverment , and Peace of ' 
all the Reformed Kirks. For ſtopping and ſyppreſiing * 
whereof, as wee doubt not ; but your wiſedome , and the . 
Authority of the honourable Houſes of Parliament will uſe | 


brinz your labours to a comfortable concluſion : 


ſome 
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ſome more effeltual means ; So do we hope that your De- 


terminations ſhall carry ſuch evidence of Divine Truth, aod 


demonſtration of the Spirit , that thoſe unhappy Clouds of 


darkneſſe ſhall be ſo ſcattered , that they ſhall be no more 
athered f 206 appear hereafter, to the diſhonour of God, 
ice of his Truth, and the ſcandalizing of fo many 


We do with hearty thankfulneſſe reſent all the kindnefſe 
and reſpect you Raye ſhown to our Commiſſioners,and your 
high eſteeme of them in love for the Worksſake; Although 
their preſence here would be very comfortable unto us, 
yery ſteedable to rhe publick, and neceſfar in reſpe& of 
their great and important particular charges and Stations 3 


|. yet do we willingly diſpeyſe with all , yea nothing ſhall be 


roo dear unto us, ſo that this Work be finiſhed with joy 4 
and Ferufalem.made the glory and praiſe q the whole Earth: Becauſe 


 . ef the bouſesf the Lord our God we will ſeek ber good: For our Bre- 


thren and Companion ſale , we will nim ſa) , Pexce be wthinher 


. Walls, proſperity within her Palaces. 


Edinburgh 4. Tune 1644, 


Subſcribed in- name of the Generall Aſſembly of the Kirk 
of Scotland , by the Moderator of the Aſſembly, 
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T he Aſſemblies anſwer to their Come 


1{ſioners at London, 


Reverend anl Beloved Brethren , 


1 would have been the rejoycing of oar hearts, andthe 
4 lightning of our countenances, to haye ſeen your faces, 
and 1njoyed your preſence here with us , eſpecially, ſhould 
yce have arrived_unto us loaden withthe ſpoils of Antt- 
chriſt , the Trophees of the Knk of Chriſt, and the long 
longed - for fruits of your painfull labours : But ſeeing 
it hath pleaſcd the Loid whoſe Intereſt in the buſineſle 15 

| | main 


138 T he Generall 
main and principall otherwiſe to diſpoſe, 1t doth becoms 
us with all humility ro fubmit to his good pleaſure, with:/Þye 
faich & parience toartend his leaſure , for be tharbeleeveth mas 3 
keth not baſe , and with more frequency and fervencie in pra Þ'th; 
yer ſeek ro him who ill be ſought for theſe things and ha-'Þ 6n 
ving begunthegood work will perfef it , and double the benefit? ot 
by beſtowing it ina more ſea{onable timeunto us- I /the 
__ _ Wehavenot been alittle refreſhed with you Letters ſent mm: 
untous and rheCommiilioners of the preceedins Aﬀembly, ha 
and with theſe from the Reverend Synod of Divines , the | 
anſwer whereof you will be pleaſed to p:eſent unto them 'Þ the 
by all which and more particularly by a full Relation from th; 
the Lord Wariſtoun a faithfull witnefſe and a fellow labourer 
with you there , we ſee and acknowledge that by the Lords |} | 
bleſſing', the Progrefle of the Work is aire:dy more , than 
we can overtake 1n the courſe of our thankfirlneſſe ; that: 
your labours are very great, your pains unceſlant , your 
houghts of hearr many , that ye endure the heat ofa e | 
day 3 but being conhident of your patient continuance in }-. 
wel-doing, and thatyour laboyrs ſhall not be in vaine in the 
:Lord ,wee have renewed your Commiſſion , andrecurned 
the Lord Wariſtoun unto you , according ro your defire, | 
that ye may prolecute that great Work which the Lord hath 
blefled fo farre inyour hands. | "i 
When the Ordination and entry of Miniſters ſhall be. 
conformable to the Ordinance of God, there is to b: expe- 
Cted a richer bleſling ſhall be powred out from above , both 
of furniture and aſliſtance upon themſelves , and of (ucceſle 
upon their labours 3 for wich endas ovrearneft defire is, ! 
rhar the DireCtory for it may be eſtabliſhed : ſo doe we exaY £4 
ceedingly long to ſee the commonDireCory for worſhip per- it 
fected , which, may provean happy meane of that wiſhed Þ er 
for Uniformity 1n the Kirks of the three Kingdomes , ſhall } « 
(wetrult) direct by all Rocks of offence and occaſions of 4 fa 
ſtumbling, and ſhall remoye all theſe corruptions where= ef 
wich the Lords tacrifice and (ervice hath been defiled, 7 
Thar point conceininga change of the Paraphrate of the 7- 
Palmes in Meeter , we have rcierred to the Commiſloners 4 
here, whoſe power and Commiſſion granted by the prece-"} «6. 
ding Aferubly > we have renewed and continued That |. 
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Þ ' Thar there be difficulties concerning Kirk- Government, 
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thÞ wee think it nor ſtrange for theſe reaſons you lay out before 
d4+"F' ys; yer becauſe the minds of men are fti!lin ſuſpenſe upon 
a= Þ the ſucceſſe of the determination of that Reverend Afewbly 
a-:& on the one hand , and upon the ſucceſſe ofthe Warre on the 
fit other * which doth nor a little faint their hearrs and feeble 


4 
x 


Þ their hands, both youand we muſt be inſtant with Godand 
nt man fora finall determination of all theſe. debares , anda 
Y> | hapoy and ſpeedy concluſion! of this great affaire, fo much 
he. concerning his own glory and the geod of his Kirk. Now 


1*Þ the | ord lead you inalltruth , and give you underſtanding in all 


er: h F - 
4; | Edinburgh 4. June 1644. 


Subſeribedininame of the Generall 
Aſiembly ty the Moderator; 


11! 


at 
WR — — * 
el. HOO Rr. A 
in]... . The Aſcemblies Letter tothe Kirks in 
£ ® 4 | the Netherlands. 
} J Fratres in Domino plurimim colendi. 

\ Ve Anno ſuperiore Ecelrfiaram Aelandicarum nomine , miſſe 
)e J fimt ad nos Liter , ut eas communis totius Eccleſie vefire 
g= Pelpice voluntats teſtes fuiſſe nterpretaremur , efſecit be- 


h | nevolentiavefiratot tantiſque officirs nobic ſpelata : Quam ſenten- 
ſe Y w#amnobss confirmarunt ea Que copiose clarisfimusEgues D. Archi- 
;, 4 badus Jonſto nus Variſtonus in fire ſupremoTudex , 2 reliquas 
| eumO rdinum”* tum Eccleſia hujus Regni Delegats T,ondino non 
r-] ita pridem remiſſus , in hac zpſa Syno 0 Nationals de exmo i 
dY erga nos ſtudio commemoravit : Preſertim quanta fide , quam ſoli= 
I} cata diligentia noſtram , vel Dom potrus neſeri Teſu Chriſts cau= 
fl ſam» que mime Londini apitur , & promovenity. , £3 promovere 
of ctiamnum ſatagatii. Quo in negotio » ex its, quorum ab eoveei- 

J tata audivimus nomina , de propenſa reliquorum voluntate E cu- 
ef 12, ut conciliande Eccleſiarum Britannicarum unions feliciter 
rs ſuſcepta confilia , veſtrs ope& opera proſperum mature ſortiantur 
1 exitum,, minims obſcura fecinns indicia, Sunt haetam gy 


\ 
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p . 8: 
benevolenti veſtre teſtimonia , & in omnium bonorum oculis adul 
perſpicus at eorum memoriam uulla unquam delere potuerint oblis 
Via. Laboris autem 63 jam inpen/1 E3 porro ſuſcepti ad cantroverſia]*. 
mn Synodo Londinenhfi ſuberientes feliciter expediendas &9 decielſ 
endas nequando preniteat-, ex eo quem per divinem jaw benedifln-Þ | 
nem fruFum cepiſtis , optima queue m poſterum ſperare conſents» ? 
neum eſt . 4 
Huic tam honorifice beneficiorum veſeroram coammemorations | j "ll 
'D. Variſtonio fate ſupervenerunt ex partibus Hibernie aquilel} Ki 
naribus Litere multorum Chrrographis ſubfignate ; Qui ſingu'anth + 
gratie in illam Eceleſiam divimtus-effuſee, ex quotempore fuſe Tod 
em faderistriumunitorum ſub Rege noſtro Re norumadmiſi ſi mt FE 
2» Mentione fafla , hujus inquiunt divine benediionss amphiſiumum + 
>» nuper habuimus teſtimonium , Sanftorum m Belgio liberalitan 
33 temeximiam'; *Quinobis , egnotis licet & poregrimis , fratres \eÞh : 
3» oſtrs amantiſiimos, & malorum noſtrorum ſenſu renerrmwly +. 
23 CompunFos aperte demonſtxarunt , ' Pauculos enim nos glaawly © 
»ſuperſtites , & fame propediem interituros , omnibus extrenil 


»» Crrcumventes , in ipſo articulo ſublevarunt: Nec ,tantum ors 
3 tiene ad confelationem compeſita nobis animos confirmarunt, bor«} | ® 
0 


2, tantes ut humiliter pncedenter Deum liberatorem expetiemus , 
2» Fus nn nifi ad bre ve tempus 'aciem ſuam 4 domo Jacob abſcon-J 
> dere ſolet , ſed ſubſidio inſuper opulento cum annone , tum alia} 
2>Yum rerum. ad noſtram in tantis anguſti-s relaxatimem 5 ſolg« * 
» tum neceſſarium - copioſe nos yefocillarunt , Tantum muni fie} 
»y centiam cum ſupplices a Deo contendimus , ut ſeptuplam ipſis m' b 
>» ſinum rependat tum demiſſe vos etiam atque etiam rogamus - ut} 
2» in tants boneficis agnitione Ecclefiis Belgicis , nobi'oum gratiat} 0 
- 2 apatis., Hee ali, In quo quidem officto fi illjs defimus , inno} 
pariter & illos graviter peccernus- 4 7 
— Agnoſeimus igitur illuſtriſimorum (5 potentiſiimoru m Hollan«f - « 
diz , Zeland:2, alzorumque Ordinum Beigico: um tam exrh | 
miam beneficentiam:. Quibus non conniventibus modo C9 permit-} | 
tentibus ( quod 1pſum non tulgare beneficium habendum eſſet ) ſed} © 
authoribus etiam medumque E9 rationem ' reſeribentibus , exem[ 
' plo quoque precuntibus,, in [ubſidium fratrum noſrrorum H:bere 
:nenfii:ir colleta per Eccleſias fata ad ipſos mature deportata Þt' 
Agnoſeimus piorum intiſdem Eccleſiis Belpicis tam expromptam,vo- 
luntatem&$ liberalitatem; Aſnoſoimus tantum beneficium my 
zpfos 


voy p FELL a? 
[id | 
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EF: © ipſos mapis fratres neſtres , quam in lorum perſona innofmet ip- 
a © ſos eſſe collatum : Voſque ( fratres Reveren{i ) obn'xe rogatos v0- 
bis F lumus , ut quemadmedum nos ad omnem grati animi ſiarificatio- 
; my nem prompti ſemper erimus , ita qua vis priiſſumum ratione come 
yy modum videbitur , illuftriſſimis T5 peteniiſſimis Ordinibus nofivo 
"TI nomine gratiasrdgatis populo autemChriſtiano cure veſire commiiſſo 
Yum publice univerſo, tum privatim fingulis , ut eccaſio tulertt-, 
4s 1 demonſtretis quam honorifice de ipſis /extiamus , O& quanti facia= 
nl mus tam eximiam benevolentiam 65 cHaritatem s que in Ecclefrarum 
24 | Hibernicarum conſolaticne viſcera neſlra refocillaverunt. Que 
_ ue veſtre fuerint partes , fratres chariſſimi, quam pio fludio 
| W labore, quamaſſidua diligentia tante charitatis ſemen in ſege= 
| tem & maturam tandem mefſem provexeritis, cum nos libentes ag= 
- moſcimus , tumres ipſa loquitur , & fruius opimus abunde teſta- 
E772 Inprimis autem ( quod caput eft) tante gratie authorem 
ll - & largitorem nos una cum Ecolefiis Hibernicis laudamus & ce« 
1h | lebramus : comprecantes ut in vos univerſos, in Eccleſizs a Domi- 
wal - 110 voris commilſas , inilluftriſſimos Pelgii veſtri Ordines Spiri« 
"tum ſuum copioſecffundat , ut quemadmedum in Rep. veſira ad- 
. derſus hoftem potemtiſſimum defendenda , & inter tantas bellorum 
. moles indies amplificanda , in Evangeliiluce @ veritate incontami- 
nats contra inferorum portas in vefiris Ecclefiis propugnands , 
atque inde latius propaganda, immenſa Dei vobis excubantis po- 
#entia , multiformis ſapientia, @ eximia beneficentia , per uni- 
verſum terrarum orbem hafenus celebrata eft ; ita bonis onni- 
bus vos _— cumulare pergat idem fons omnis banjtatis , ut 
frementibus religionis &5 libertatis wveftre hoſtibus , ſapientie && 
tar] optimarum artium juxta 4c armorum triumphorumgue plorid inter 
nos} _nobiliſſimas gentes Reſp, veſiraſeederata quotidie magis emineat , 
| Eccleſta ſacrorum puritate , & celeſtis veritatis ſplendore perſpt- 
ne  cuarefulgeat; eoque proſpere vobis cedant veſtragrudentisfima & 
x1 ſaluberrimaconſilia , quibus certisfimum «d felicitatem publicam 
u1t-Y compendium vos capeſſere demonftratis , nec vobis tantum conſuli= 
ſed | tis, - ſed devicinis etiam Eccleſpis ſoliciti, qua oper 4 , ua Coe 
my  ſilio opibuſque veſtris eas ſublevatis & confirmatis omnes, & quaſs 
cr de fpecula univerſis proſpicientes de periculis immanentibus commo- 
Mt nefacitis, & ad riinam ab hoſlibus dolese mackinatam mature 
vo precavendam armatis, 
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2:42 TheGenerall - ; 
Ergo quod anno ſuperiori , veluti figno dato, Reformatas oma | 
nes Ecclefias , misſis ex 'Lelandia literis commonuiſtis , ut cum | 
impoſtores , Jeſu nomen impudenter ementiti , ceterique Antichria x 
ſti ſatellites, quo ſecurius in populum erroripus Pontificiis faſcina« | 
tum praſſari, & puriores Chriſti Eccleſias funditus extirpare que="} 
_ ant, arfisfima conjuratione ſocitati ad impia.conſilia patranda 


6: \ 


wo DEEP WS. * 


a 


 ſeſe accinxerunt , Ita Eccleſie quoque Reformate ſme mora confie? 
lia in medium alacriter confirant , & animes ac vires.con; ungant, 
ut pernic jim ſibi omnibus intentatam in boſtium capita retorqueantsÞþ 
ni fecerint , tem pudende ignavie excuſctioue apud poſteritatem} F 
carituri; confilum non minus prudens & ſ1dum , quam felix vo 
 ſalutaxelibenter & tum apnovimus & nunc ipſo etiam eventu come} 
probamus. = 
+ Principio autem ad ho: conſequendum neceſſarium videtur , uf 
ſme mora convolem'ss omnes ad Deum nofirum clementis fimum ; 
qut po jtquam Ecclefiarum Reformatarum mores miugme reſormatos ; 
multis annis longanimitate ſua pertuliſſct,. ferulom primum , mo 
etian pladium vibratum intermina:n: , tandem rubentem Q, ma} + 
didum ſuorumque ſanguine calentem & ſpumantem per regiones” 
plurimas jam diu circumtulit; in nos denique reliquos nunc intentat,. 
21ſt mature reſipuerimus , @ de domo ipſius amplius purganaa , de. 
gratia Domint noftri Teſu Chriſti pluris factenda., de culzu Dei * 
ipfiuſque inflitutts religioſius habendis, de Sabbatho ejus ſanfifi-: 
cando , aquo nimiumoculos noftros avertimus , & de meribus ad. 
pietatis normam componendis magis ſerio quam haenus a nohis. 
fatum eſt , nobiſcum ſtatuentes cum populo Des ſub Nehemia ,; 
'Toha, reliquiſque. piis Gubernatoribus, religio ſo farderepricuſſs, 
tanquam firmisftmo vinculo Deo obftriii, nos inter nos arfius ad-: 
verſus boſtes univerimus , ut evertat Deus jam fumantem Q capi- 
zibus noflris imminentem iram , quam peccata noſira plurima & 
"maxima adverſys nos prevocarunt & accenderunt, 4 
E Non tantum nobis deferimus , nondum cos renovato cum Deo. 
> faldere, @ votisnuncupatis dignos edidimus frutus , ut nofirum 
cxem plum vobtis proponere libeat : Quod tamen experti ſumus, de; 
Dei erga nos gratia , quod pratitudo erga Deum , qued gloriaipfins: 
a nobis flagitat , celare non audemus, Quecungue os male mod 
ita ſant inconſpeFu Dei & hominum ; certe ex quo die nos de reef } 
7gioſo feAere cum Deo & inter nos ineundo cogitavimus , 4 portts 
Sewerage, Create mm i OR 
LT neeeſſaris 
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Aſſembly, 1645: 243. 
neceſſario conjete meltus habere ceferunt , & feliciore haRenus . 
 ſucceſſu proceſſerunt. Quodl fi de jederis hujuſmodi religioſa ſo- 


 eferate coeunda ( quod rerun veftrarum C5 Religionis in Britannia 


' noſi v4 ex federenuper into perpurgande & ftabilienda commodo 
fieri posfit ) veſtre prudentie vijum fuerit cogitnre , @ ex cm- 


Þ filto eorum quorum intereſt ftatuere , ac cum allis Reformatis Ec- 


 clefiis agere ( proea qua apud omnes valetis gratia) ut. eandem 
pobiſcum intant rationem , non dubium eft , per Domini ac Det 


\ noftri benigniss/mi Jeſu Chriſti in Ecclesias ſuas gratiam , fore , 
-ut non modo, 


) 4B e 
\ 


quod certiſſimum adverſus impendentia mala perſu- 


oj - gium anno ſuperiore missis ex Zelandia literis denunciafiis » Ec 
|  clexie Reformate arAioris Socictatis vinculo inter ſeunita ad hnſli- 


um E0natus impetuſque frangendos corroberentur & confirm mtur ; 


fed wr eizam lapides Domus Dei per Germaniam ex rudere & 
 Cenerebus redevivi recolligantur, ac glorioſum Domininoſtri Teme 
:W) plam ividem inflauretur; & purioris Religions Profeſſores in iftts 


"Ecclesiis, per resipiſcentiam ad eum qui percussit eos y reversi » & 
quod nullis caneſcat ſeculis federe , D>mino nobiscum coadunati , 
malis , ſub quorum pondere tot annos gemiſcunt, tandem ſuble4 
ventur. Qui Dies longe optatissimus 51 per Dei gratiam ſemel it- 


 {uxerit : de consiliorum cummunione inter Reformatarum Eccle- 


Sharum Synodos per Eegatos & Literas concilganda iniri possit ra- 
tio, per.quam Ecclesie hofies compeſcantur , hereſes opprimantur, 
& ſchiſmata retarciantur , pax cum Deo inter Ecciesias firma 
conſervetur , & glorioſum Dei opus 51 Evangelio per orbem gerra- 


i propagando » & Antichriſt regno abolendo promoveatur, 


Ouod uroptandum, O& ſperandum., piis & prudentibus veſtris 
meditationibus , ut bounm ſemen foecundissimo ſolo commendamus, 


Edinthurgi . 4 Junii 1644. 


Veſtrz Dignitati & Fraternitati addiQtiflimi, Paſto- 
res & Sentores Nationalis Synodi Scoticanz , &: 
noſtro omnium nomine ac mandato, 


DIRECT. 


Eccles:is Det , que ſnnt in unitis 
Hollandiz , Zelandiz, aliisque 
| feederati Belgii Provinciis, 


Q 2 


Ordinance 


2.44  TheGeneral 


Ordinance concerning Burſars. 4 5h 
= Af:mbly underſtanding that the Overture for , n 
L maintaining Surſars. in the Aſſembly bolCen in the th 
year £641, npon che7. of Auguſt, Sefl. 15. 15 never yet 3 le; 


pur in'praftice : Do therefore Ordain Presbyteries ro put. FF 


- - . "A . - 8: pa 
the ſame in pratice with/all diligence, and to make accounty Thy 


thereof rothe next Aﬀlembly. F;: 
* | —} P: 
. = 

Ordinance for uf lifting and imploying Þ} m 
Penalties contained in Als of P arhament CL | J p 

pon proys uſes. | yy 


ſome Jaudable Adts of Parli-menr, made againſt | hi 

Non - Communicanrs and Excommunicare perſons, | o1 

and of divers other As containing pecuniall pains for re- 7} b 
ſtraining of Vice, andadyancing Piety, is much neglefted | þ 
by rae flowneſle of Presbyteries and Miniſters , in ſeeking } 
Execution thereof; Therefore ordains Presbyteries and } 
Miniſters reſpeive, robe diligent hereafter by all means, |} , 
_inproſecuting full and exa& Execution of all ſuch Acts of I: h 
e 


i it Afembly underſtanding. that the executing of} js 


Parliament , fox lifting the faids Penalties contained. : 
in the ſame, and for faichfull imploymentthereof, upon 
pious uſ2s, and that every Presbyterie report their dili« 
gence hereln yearly to Generall Aſſemblies. 


— — 


An Overture concerning Promiſes of Mars- 
riage made by Minors, to thoſe with whom they 


| have committed Fornication, 


| | Cnhinxig as 1t;1s found by experience, thatſome young 
| & men being pur to Colledges þy their yel-affgtted Pa- | 
rents 


 2Þ rents, thatthey may be inſtructed in the knowledge of Arts 
> Þ. andSclences, to theintent they may bee moreable for pu= 
-2Þ blick Imployments in the Eccleſiaſtick and Civill flare , 
*& thar the ſaid Children hes commitred Fornication : And 
28 the Woman and iter friends hes ſeduecd the foreſaid Schol- 
 & lers being Minors, to make promiſe of Marriage to the 
+ party with whom they have committed Fornication 3 And 
+ thereupon intends to ger the benefice of Marriage with the 
ZF faid young men, not onely without the conſent of cheir 
3 Parents , bur co their greargrief, and to the great appea- 
FF ranceof theruine and overthrow of their eſtate : Which 
2F mayde the cale of Noblemen and Gentlemens children , as 
JF. velas of theſe of other eſtates and degrees within the King= 
'Y dom. | Wherefore ifthe Aſſembly think it expedient, it 
FJ . would bedeclared that all ſuch promiſes be made null and 
4 of none effect, eſpecially where the maker ofthe promiſe 
'F is Minor, and not willing to obſerve the ſamine 3 becauſe 
4 his Parents will nor conſent, but oppoſe and contradict , 
{| , rhreatning to make him loſe not onely his favour but both 
| bleflingand birth -righr, This Ordinance ſhil not onely 
be very expedient formany good civill cauſes, bur is very 
_ conſonant and agreeable ro Word of God , and will be 
yery comfortable to many Godly Parents, who others FO 
wiſe may be disappointed of their pious iateations , and 
J | havethe comfort they expected, turned ro an heayy and 
grievous Croſle. 


—_ YO I OY 


The General 4ſſjembly thinks #t convenent at this time todelay any 
determination inthematter above- written untill the next aſ= 
'* \ſembly , That inthe meane tins every Presbteriemay take the 
"” ſame to their ſerions conſideration» andreport their judgements 
tothe Aſſembly. ; 


"Xo. OY 0 


The G enerdll 


. AF concerning diſsenting voices 11 
Presbyreries and Synoas. 


He Afembly thinks it neceffar, if any Member of | , 
K Presbyteries or Synods ſhall finde in matters depending | 

before them , thar the Moderator ſhall refuſe to put any F 6 
thing of importance to voices 3 Or if they finde any thing * 

- Carried by plurality of voices ro any determination which # 
they conceive to he contrary to the Word of God, the:-AQs |} 
of Aſſembly , or to the received order of this Kirk , Thar | 
Incither of theſe caſes they urge their diflent to be marked Þ ' 
in the Regiſter; And if that be refuſed , that they pro= | 
zeſt as they. would deſire to be free of common cenſure wich? 
the reſt :;Fod the Aſſembly declares the diſſenters ro be * 

cenſurable $” if their disſent ſhall be found othefwiſe nor * 


ates Koh. uk ks + dS LS 4 


_ they conceived, LF 


i. 


/ —— 


—— CC ____ 
"—_——_—_— —_—__ 
—— ——— 


AF concerning the Ele&ion of a Moderator | . 


mn Provinciall Aſſemblies. 


oe Pha General Aſſembly underſtanding that ſome Provin-: 
cial Alſ-mblies in chooſing their Moderator, tye them- | 
 ſelvesto theſe Perſons who have been before named and de- [| 
11gned 1n particular Presbyreries, which is againſt the li- 
bertie of the Provincial Aſſembly : Therefore diſcharges 
Presbyteries to make any ſuch nomination hereafrer; And. 
ordaii; Provincials in their firſt meeting, toele& their Mo=' 
 derator , and to make their own Liſt for that effe& without. 


any (uch prelimitation, ' 
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, 1 Aft for keeping of the Faft by the Cons 


2' gregations in the Towne where the 
= : Aſſembly holds . 
fþ | 


= os bs Afſemblyjudgeir moſt neceflar and comely, ſecing 
'” the firſt day of the meeting of Generall Aſſemblies, 
S isby the Jaudadle practice of this Kirk a day of Faſting and 
3 Humihlation, for craving the Lords bleſling to that Meet- 
- - ing; Thatnor onely ithe Members of the Allembly; jbuc 
JF  tharallthe Congregations alio of zhe Cown where the Aſ- 
F , ſembly holds bee ſoexerciſed:: And rat publick Worſhip 
FF  becinalltheKirks thereof that day for rhar effect. - 
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1 T Generall Aſſembly appoints the meeting of the 
| - © next Afembly, ro be upon the laſt Thurſday of May, 
4 the Neer 1645, at Edinburgh. | 
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; #«inly this is the day that wee looked for : 
have ſeen it; 


THE, 
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MET OCCASIONALLY, 
At Edinburgh , Januar 1645. 


She 
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0 Jovis, 2.3. Jan. 1645. OY meridem. 
| Seſſ. II. 


The Letter from the Commiſſi oners .at Lone 4 


don to the General A ſſembly, 


Ripht Honourable, Reverend , and beloved im the Lord, 


>? > weare not without rhe knowledge, ſo are we 
} not withour the feeling of rhe diltrefſes of our 
Native Counrtrey , and of the troubles of our 
dear Brethren, ſpecially thar the hand of the 


' Lord is ſtrerch2d our againit you , not only by Invaſion 


from without of the baſeit of the children of men , buralſo 
by the unnatural treach2ry of ſome within 3 who have dealr 
perfidiouſly in the Covenant and Cauſe of God : They hiſſe 
and gnash the teeth ; they ſay ,, We have ſwallowed her up : cer= 
Wee bave found , wee 
the Lord bath ca: ſel thine Enemy to rejoice over 
the, he hack ſet up up the horn of thine Adverſaries : Yet ( ſaith 


7s ET TEEN Gs ps oy 


xhe Lord, who 1s Ss Maker and thy Husband , rhe Lcr1 of 


hoſts is bis name \ aaa Rpdremer the holy Qne of 1[ragl ) for ; 


\ 


'2 Aſemby, 1645. 249 
'iÞ ſmall moment have I forſaken thee , but with gredt mtrcies will x 
Þ gather thie, In a little wrath 1 hide my face from thee, for a 
Þ-momin? ; but with everlaſting kindneſſe will 1 have mercy on thee : 

: For t'1isis as the waters of Noah » the Covenant of my peace shall 
© not be removed , ſaith the Lord that hath mercyon thee, When 
'F the fouridition of the Houſe of the Lord was laid , the 
*'F Prieſts andLevires ſong together in praifing and giving thanks 
'F.rothe Lotd; Becauſe-he is good, for his mercy endurtth fox 
- fer, And we hope at this time upon the coming of our re= 
vercnd Brethren , and the fight of that which they bring 
with them , the noiſe of the thour of joy ; ſhall be louder 
then the naiſe of the weeping of the People, This we may 
fay , thatnot many years ago» many of us would havebeerr 
'F contenttohaveloſed-our hves,that we might have obrained 
'J that which the Lord, if notina miraculous, yer ina maryell- 
| tous and merciful providence , hath brought to paſle in this. 

Tland; tn theſe dayes,-which many beforeus, have defired to* 

ſee, & have not ſeen» God forbid thar ir ſhenldſeeme a ſmall 
; thing th-your. eyes which is done here already , as'it is ex. 

reſled ina Paper fromthe Parliament ,/ and Letters from” 
the Aſſembly. Ye are belt acquainted with the tentarions 
and difficulties which ye meet with thers , which are alſo 
very ſenſible unto us ; Ard when we conſider: how the: 

Lord hath carried on his Work here at the firſt taking of the 

Covenant ,-and fince,-againſt much learning and contra- 

diction , apainſt much Policie, power , and all ſorts of op- 

politton (ſuch as Reformation ufeth to enconnter ) weare 
raviſh?d with admiration of the right hand of theAlmighty. 

For our part » we may confidently avouch in the fght of 

GOD and beforeyou, whom next unto GO DP wedo 

reſpett-and reverence}, and to whom zs your ſervants we 

are' accomprable, that in all our proceedings we had firſt  * } 
of all the word of G O BD before our eyes for the Rule ; and 1 
for olir Patern the Church of Scotland ,, ſo much as was poſ- - 
ſible ; and nolefle (ifnotmore) then if all this rime fince 
we parted from you , we had been fittiag ina National Aſ- 
ſembly there, and debating matters with our Brethren at _ 
kome: Where we were notable ro per every thing framed 1 
_ to our minde;, we have endeayoured as much as we could 2 
= Q5 be 
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85d - The General - © | 
 - wpreſeryeohr_ ewn Reformation and praftice; of whidi! Meſſi 
our Brethren willgive you accompt in the particulars, -welſÞ ae 
" hope, to your ſatisfation, That an Uniformitie. in every; that 
_ thing 18 not obrained in the beginning , let it not ſeem'Þ 6,0 
ftrange 5 Thelevelling of the high Mountain of Prelacie 
Thelaying afide of the Book of Common Prayer, The Di='Þ we: 
rectory of Workin concluded is both Houſes of Parliaments .., 
and the principall Propoſitions of Church - government paſ«,FÞ .,; 
3 ſedin the Aſſembly, all of them according to the ſolemne Þ 
'; , LeagueandCovenant, the greateſt of all, are three or foure.: 
| witneſſes toptove >. that the Lord hath done great things for } 
us, Whereof weareglad, and which make us like them that | 
dream : And we are ſure, that not onely the Reformed | 
_ Kirks, but the Papiſts will ſay , The Lord hath done.great 

things for them. | _= 4: 
All that we defire, -is : 1; That the DireQory of Worth- | 
many be returned by our 'Brerhren with all poſſible expe=- Þ 
- Gition, that it may be publiſhed here, and put in practiſe, | 

. .asrhat which is extreamely longed for by the good People, } 

| and will be a remedy of the many differences and diyiſions a« 
® boutthe Worſhip of God inthis. Kingdome , efipecially in | 
Chisplace: If there be anything in.it that diſpleaſerb, lerir 
” - beremonſtrate upon irrefragable and convincingreaſon , o« } 
therwiſe- ye will-in your wiſedome give approbationto it « } 7 
2, If there be any particular differences among ſome Bre- } 
thren 3 which are not determined ,; but paſſed over in ft- 
lence in the DireCtory , and yer hinted arin the Letter from 
the Aſſembly , we hope that in your wiſedome; ye; will ſo 
conſider ef them , that they may be layde aſide in due time z 
and that in the mean while, till the DireCtory be concluded 
- anl{ put in practice, .there be no trouble about them .. for 
that were as Snow in. Summer, and as Rainin Harveſt, We 
know nothing of that kinde , thatall of us who love Unitie, 
Order, and Edification., may not perfe&ly agree in , with- | 
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out ſcandal! or diſtrubance!}: And we beſeech the Lord ta 
keep thar Kirk free of ſuch Se&ts and Monſters of opinions , 
as are daily ſet' 0n foot and multiplied inthis Kingdome , 
through the want of that Church - government by Afſem- 
blies , wiuch hath preſerved us, and we hope , hrongene 

oo... Ee ene bleſſing 


ich IT ng of God , hall cure them, 3. Becauſe Navionall 
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"IF that ſuch a Commiſlion may be ſettled as we may at all occa- 
"EF fions till the Work be finiſhed , have our recourſe unto, for 


Aſembly, 1645. © "Fx 


bes. #Afemblies cannot frequently conveene , we humbly defire, . 


3/Þ our direction and reſolution : for we know both our own - 


s/ weakneſſe : and the greatneſſe of the Work : wherein we 


UF can promiſe no more but to be faithfull 1n obeying. your . 


*F Souls we pray , to grantyou his Spirit , to guide you into 


- = allcruth, And thus continue. 
dy |  Yourbumble andfaithfull Servants, 


be : Wh: Loudoun. Alex. Henderſon. 

NJ Suſe. Jo. Maitland. Sam. Rutherfurd. 

Ss DIRECT. 

p For the Right Reverend tho Gene= _ 
rall Aſſembly of the Kzrk _ -. ' 


EY = WS, - I 


4 commandments, as inthe ſight of God , * whom with our. 
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England , 70 the Generall Aſſembly. 


Rzght honourable , right reverend, and dearly beloved 
inthe LORD FESUS, 


Weyour Brethren , yer remaining in the Furnace of af= 
by the good Hand of GOD uponus, attained ſo far toward 
Mr Robert Bailie, and Mr George Gilleſpie ( our much honou- 


| xedBrethren) ſome good news of that great Work , after 
1 which your zeal for Truth and Peace hath ſo muck thir= 


=y 


| | The Letter from the Synode of Divines in ' 


$ cold waters to a thirſty ſoul, ſo is good news from a far Countrey; 
fliction » and ſtill labouring in the very fire, Have atlength, 


the Mark at which we all aime, that we ſhall now ſend . 
you, by two of your Reverend and Fairhful Commiſſioners - 


ſted, and for which you kave not loved yuur lives unto the Coos 4: 


— 


IL The Generall * x: 
' Ourprogreſſe therein'hath not been ſo- expeditious as way Þ cc 
deſired andexpefted. This, unto ſuch as either know of 
not, or conſider not, The weight and greatneſſe of the Ft $'© 
Work , nor The manifold difficulties which have occurred | | anc 
to obſtruct our proceedings in this day of darkneſſe and ca-2Þ W 
Jamity {tooſadto be expceſled) hath been like unto hope VS' 
deferred ; which makes the heart ſick: Howdeit, we truſt, Þ thz 
-That when their defir: ( namely that which we have prepared , ||} 2 
and are furthet intravell with ) sþallcom- unto them , Je will} 19 
b:, through God, a Tree of /f: , as to our great comfort |* 
and encourag2ment , we already perceive itro be to both | #2 
the honourable Houſes of Parliamear. 3 0 
Touching the ſeveral Papers brought to us from vour |. ©© 
Honourable and Reverend Commiſſioners , by the hands of } H 
the Committee appointed to treat with them in marters of }' 
Religion ( one of rhe Papers, being given in the 10- of  }. ly 
November 1643, Concerneth the ſeverall ſorts of Church= 
officers and Aﬀemblies : Another, bearing dare the 24. of v 
. Jatwary 1642. Concerneth Congregation all Elderſhips, and 0 
_ Claflicall Presbyteries : The other, being preſented the } V 
15. of Augaft laſt, repreſenteth the neceſſity of making F . 
] 
| 


greater ſpeed in ſerling rhe intended Uniformity in Religion, 
according to the late Iolemne Covenant: ) We hold it our / 
daty ,, in regard bath of the ar and inſeparable Union, |}. 
which the Lord. hath happily and ſeaſonably made between t 
you and us, and of your indefatigable and ineſtimable la= }Þ 
Þour of love to this afflicted Kingdom, ro-give your Lord= + 
ſhips and'the reſt of that Venerable Aſſembly , ſome brief J- 
account. 

Concerninglone Confeſſion of Faith, and Forme of Cate-- 
chiſme, we make no queſtion of a bleſſed and perfe& har- 
mony wich you. The publick Doctrine, held our by our 
Church to ail che World (eſpecially wheg ir ſhall be revies - 
wed, which is in | eg part done) concurring ſo much | 
with yours z may afſure you of your hearts deſire in thoſe 
particulars, ſoſoon as time and opportunity may give us 
liberty ro perfe@ what we have begun. 

The chief reaſon of laying aſide the review of our publick 

oQtrine , afterjthe happy and much defiredarrivall - your 

CVEre 
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iT Reverend Commiſiioners here , ws, The drawing np and 
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F accelerating of a Direory for Wo:ſhip, and of a Forme 
2F of Church - Goyerment ; in both of which we ftood ar a 


greater diſtance from erher Reformed Churches of Chriſt s 


7F and particularly from yours ( which we very muck honour} 


with whom our ſolemne ſacredNationallCovenant requireth 
us to endeayonr the neareſt Conjunfion and Uniformity , 


F that we and our poſterity after us , may as Brethren live in 


'F Faith and Love, andthe Lord may delight to dwell in the 
"| midſt of us. 


Nor haye our labours there in been fruſtrate : For we 


I © have perfeCed and tranſmitted a DireQtory for Worſhip , 


; 
= 


to both Houſes of Parliament; where it hath received ſuch 


4 acceptance , that it15 now paſſed in both the Honourable 
$ Houles of Parliament; which we hope will b2 to rhe joy 


' and comtor: of all our godly and dear Bretliren in all His 


'J* Majefties Kingdoms and Dominions. 


We have not adviied any impoſition which might make it 


- unlawfull to vary from it in any thing; Yer we hope , all 


our Reverend Brethren io this Kingdom, and in yours alſo; 


* willſo far valueaid reverence that which upon ſo long de- 


bate and ſerious deliberation hath been agreed upon in rhis 
Aflembly ( when it (ball alſo paſſe with you, and be ſet- 
ledasxthe common publick DireQory for all the Churches in 


| the three Kingdormes ) tharir ſhall nor be the lefle regarde@ 


and obleryed. Andalbeit we have not expreſſed in the Di= 


_ rectory every minute particular, which is or might be either 


| 


Jaid aſide cr retained among us , as comely and uſefull ire 
practice 3 yer we truſt - that none wlll be ſo tenacious of 
old cuſtoms not expreſſely forbidden , or fo ayerſe from 
good examples although new, in matters of lefſer conſe= 
quence, as to inhiſt upon their liberty of retaining the one, 
or refuſing the other, becauſe not ſpecified inthe DireQtorys 
bur be ſtadious to pleaſe others rather then themſelves. 

We have likewiſe ſpent divers moneths in the ſearch of 
the Scriptures , to finde our the minde of Chriſt concerning 
a Forme of Church - government , wherein we could not 
þut expe the greateſt difficulry s For our better Progreſſe 
herein > wee bavg, with all reſpe&t conſidered the .ogeell 
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Papers of yout Honourable and Reverend Commiſſioners yn 
rouching rhis Head ; and do: with all thankfulnefle , ackiÞ$ on 
nowledge their great zeal, judgement, and wiſdom expreſs, A 
ſed therein( as alſo , theexcellent affiſtance and great furs wi 
 therance of your Reverend Commiſſioners in this greatÞ® xe 
Work ; which now, through GODS pgoodneſle, isy ry s fe 
. near to a period alſo. Nh, = 
In purſuit whereof» we made a ſtrit ſuryey and ſcrutinigK® jo 
« of every Propoſition , that we might findeit agreeableto 3K} m 
and warranted-by the Word of God ; ina method of our! 15 
- own; without reſting upon any ——oohany modell or frame 


wharſoever already conſtirured: What we have performedaÞ al 
and how farre we have proceeded therein, weleave to the” rh 
information of your Reverend Commiſſioners, who have: :0 


bs 
J i 


- Houſes of Parliament. 
And now, Right Honourable , and right Reverend 
Brethren, ler it not ſeem grievous that we have this delayed Y c 
the fatisfying of your earneſt and juſt expeRation: Itis the Y - 
Lot of Jeruſalem , to have'her Wals built in troublous F* þ 
times , when there are many adverſaries. Nor let it Þ'' a 
offend, that (albeit we ackowledge the many, grear, | - > 
and ineftimable expreſſions of your love zeal, and helpful- Þ 
nefle unto us every way in the day of our diftrefle, ro be | 'x 
beyond all that we can in words acknowledge) we pro- | 
feſſe plainly to you , That we do moſt unwillingly part with Þ * 
thoſe our Reverend and dear Fellow - labourers , your | 
Commiſſioners , whom now you have called home , to 

. render an account of their 1mployment here ; which hath 

been ſo managed both by them and the reſt of their Honour- 

E. able and Reverend Colleagues , as deſerveth many thanks, Þ 
| and all Honourable acknowledgement, not onely fromus, © 
but from you alſo. | 

Give us leave toadde , that the Jong experience we have | 
had of the great ſufficiency , integrity , and uſefulneſſe of 4 
themall, in thegreat Work of Chriſt our common Lord 
and Maſter , inforceth us 6nextro our greateſt ſure , con- 

44 | : tinuance * 
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” tance of your fervent prayers ) tobe carneft ſuiters, nor 


eF, Alex- Henderſon , and Mr. Sam, Ratherfurd , yet remaining. 
ur*sF* with us , but alſo for the ſpeedy return hither of our Reye« 
eat} rend Brethren that are now going hence , for the per« 
7 fefting of that Work which yet remains. And thisſute we 
2Þ craft, you willthe rather grant, becauſe of the greatand 
ieF} joint concernment of both Churches andKingdomsin theſe 
02: matters. | 
= Now the ſpirit of wiſdom and of all grace reſt upon your 
CS in all your great conſultations » as at all tiwes , ſo eſpeci- 
08 ally now when you ſhal} be gathered rogether in theName of 
ne the Lord ] cus, for the further building up and poliſhing 
ve of his Church ; and cauſe the fruit of all your labour to be 
JF | tothe praiſe and glory of GOD > and the comfort and re- 
er} + joycing of the hearts of all che Iſrael of God: He reward all 
4 © our dear Brethren of that Siſter Church and /Nation mani=- 
g F: fold into their boſome 5» all the labours, loye » and \ufe 
JT ferings which they have afforded, and ſtill do cheerfully 
S continue, for our ſakes and the Goſpels, in this diftraked 
ef and bleeding Kingdome 3 ſuppreſſe all commotions and 
ST bloody, patticesof the common Enemy, in both, yeain 
it |” all the three Kingdoms 3 ſet'up the Throne of Jeſus Chriſt, 
'» | + and make all the Kingdoms to be the Lords', and our Jeru« 
- | falem to beapraiſe upon Earth , that allthat loye herand | 
e | 'mourn forher, may rejoyce for joy with her, and may ſuck 
- | and be ſatisfied with the breaſts of ther conſolation, 
Weſtminſter , Jan 6, 1644. : I , 
: Subſcribed by Your moſt lovm Berthren , and fellow-labog - 
3 - rersintheWorkof the Lord,in the name of this whole Aſſembly, 
= - * William Twifſ > Proſecutor. 
[| | | Corgelius Burges, 4fſeſſor. 
I | John White , *Aſſeſſor.. 
| Henry Robrough , Scriba. 
Adoniram Byfield , Scriba- 
Ren | DIRECT. "$-) 
 TotheRight Honourable , and right Reverend , the Gener al Al: 
- * ſemblyofthg Church of Scotland, theſe preſent? 481 YE 
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# onely for the continuance of theſe excellent helpers, Mr. 
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28 Fan.1645+ Poſt meridiem. Die Martin | 
_ Se. 5. - a: 
Approbation of the Proceedings of the | 

| Commiſſion of the 120 preceding , y | 
Aſemblies. 


* 


SR. NS neAGS © was =” 


He Generall Aſſembly . having heard the report of the - | 
Comyuttee appointed to conſider and examine the” i 
Proceedings of the Commiſſioners of the two laſt Generall'F* 
Aſſemblies, viz.. Of the Afemblies held in Edinburgh in 
the yecrs 1643 and 1644» Andafter mature deliberation y + 
"8 and ſerious conſideration thereof , Finding that the whole -- 
aY As, Proceedings» and Concluſions of the ſaids Commil-F - - 
8 fioners contained in a Book and Regiſter , ſubſcribed by 
Maſter Andrew Ker their Cleik , and by Maſter George Leſlie | + - 
Moderator, and Maſter Wull;am ]affray, Clerk to the ſaid 
Committee; 'Declare much witedome, diligence) vigi-. 
lancie , and commendable zeal; And that the ſaids Com-: * 
miſlioners haye orderly and formally proceeded- in every * 
thing according to their Commiſſions; Do therefore Rarifie FF - 
and Approve the aid whole Ads, Proceedings, and, | . 
Couclufions of, the Commuſſioners of the two Aﬀemblics {| : 
aforeſaid, | - tt ©. 


P_ 


—— 


3. Februar. 1645. Die Lune, Poſt me. | 
| ridiem. Sell. 10. : 
CAT of the Generall Aſſembly of the Kirk of | 
Scotland, for the eftailishing and putting in T. 
execution of the DireEtory for th, publick | 

|  Worship of GOD. 


AY] Hereas an happy Unity and Uniformicy in Relivion a- © 
| Winows the Kirks of Chriſt in theſe he King So wy 


unurcd unger one Soveraigne, Rath been long and earneſtly $ 
—_ 


Afcembly 4 T6453 257 


\ wiſhed for by the godly and well-affeted imengſtus, was 
| - propounded as a main Article of the large Treaty , wirh=- 
- eut which Band and Bulwark no ſafe well- grounded .and 
* laſting Peace could be expected z And afterward with 
greater ftrengrh and maturity , revived in the Solemne Lea. 
#  -gueand Covenant of the three Kingdomes ; whereby they 


' ſtand ſtraitly- obliged ro endeavour the neereſt Dgpomley 
- - inone forme of Church - government, DireGtery of Wor- 


Which hath alſo before and fince our entring into that Cove- 
inF - nant , been the matter of many Supplications and-Remon- 
13 ſtrances, and ſending Commiſſioners to the Kings Maje- 
f . ſtie, of Declarationsto the Honourable Houſes of the Par- 
 . lament of England, and of Letrers.to the Reyerend As= 
-. ſembly of Divines » and others of the Miniſteric of the Kirk 


: ners;, as was deſired. from thisKirk, with Commiſſion.to 


. tioned , with ſuch ' Committees as ſhould be appointed by 

. both Houſes of the Parliament of England, and by the: Af 

- . ſembly of Divines' ſirting ar Weſtminſter : And beſide 
-,.llchis, it being ir point of conſcience the chief motive and 
end of our adyenturing upon manifold and great hazards , 
-. for quenching the devouring flame of the preſent unnaturall 
- andbloody Warrgin England, rhough-to the weakning of 
this Kingdome. within it ſelf, and the advantage of the E- 

+ nemy Which hath inyaded it , 'accounting nothing too dear 

' ..tO us,: fo that this' our joy be fulfilled. And now this 
#F -. great Work being ſo faradvanced', thata DireGtory for the 

» #  publick Worſhip of GOD in all the three Kingdomes , 
 # beingagreed upon by the Honourable Houſes of the Parlia= 
. mene of England, after conſultation with the. Divines of 
both Kingdomes there aſſembled , and ſent te ns for.our 
Approbation , that bring alſa agreed upon by this Kirk and 

_ Kingdome of Scorland , it may be in the name ef both 
_"Kingdomesſpreſented to the King, for his Royal conſent; 
"and Ratification, The Gegeral Aflembly having moſt ſarts 
ouſly conſidered, reviſed,and examained the Direfory afere - 
pemioned , giter{gveral publckreadings WP 2 after wi 


_— 


; _of England, being alſothe end of our ſending Commiſſio- 


ſlip ', Confeſſion of Faith , and forme of Carechifing * 


treat of Uniformitie in the foure particulars afore- mene 
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RG. The General I 
deliberation , both publickly, and in private Committees! Þ 
after full liberty given co all to objeCt againſt it, and earneſt'i « 

Invitations of all who have any ſcruples about it ro makeÞ tu 
known the ſame ; tbatthey mighe be ſatisfied , Do unani«}; vi 
"mouſly, and without a contrary Voice, Agree to, and}; {i 
Approve the following direQory , in all the Meads theresY! © 
' of, rogether with the Preface ſet before it': And do h'J 1 
require, decerne, and ofrdain, That according to the plain 
'renour and meaning thereof, andthe intent of the Preface, I 
3tbe carefully and unformily obſerved and practifed by all} 
'the Miniſters and others within this Kingdome , whomiz] 
'doth concerne 3 which praQtice ſhall be begun , upon Intiel. 
"mation given to the ſeyeral Presbyteries, from the Commiſe} 
'Goners of this General Aſſembly , 'who- ſhall alſo rake ſpe-Þ 
cial care for the timeous Printing of this DireQory , that a | 
printed Copy of it,” be provided'and kepr for the uſe of Þ 
every Kirk in this Kingdome z ' Alſo that each'Presbyrerie}] 
- bave aprinted Copy thereof for their uſe, and take ſpecial } . 
_ neticeof the Obſervation or negle thereof in eyery Cons} - 


Sram within their bounds » and make known the ſame 

to the Provincial or General Afembly , as there ſhall be. 

cauſe. Provided alwayes, that the Clauſe inthe Dire&o-/ 
ty, of the Adminiſtration of the Lords Supper, which | 
mentioneth the communicants fitting about the Table, or 
at it, be not interpreted, as ifin the judgemenr of this 
Kirk, it were indifferent and free for any of the Communi-/ 
Cants, nor to come to, andreceive at the Table ;' or asif 
wedid approve the diſtributing of the Elements by the Mi-' 
niſter to each Communicant , and not by the Comttunie'! 
cants among themſelves. Ir is alſo provided, That this: 
ſhall be no prejudice to the order and praQtice of this Kirk, | 
in ſuch particulars as are appointed by the Books of Diſci-! 
pline, ard Atts of General Aſſemblies, andarenot other-Y 
wiſe ordered and appointed in the DireCory, 3 
_ Finally, rhe Aﬀgembly doth with much joy and thankful-Þ - 
nes acknowledye the rich bleſſing and invaluable mercy of 
. God, in bringing the ſo much wiſhed for unifermity in! 
. Religion, to ſuch a happy Period, that theſe Kingdoms 
© once at ſo great diſtange jp the form of Foſp, aonow 
"Ir » | p y. 
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= Aſemby, 1645: 259 , 
ee bythe bloſiator GOD brought to alfneerer Uniformity ; 
rell2F than any other Reformed Kirks , which is untous the re 

Kel turn of ourPrayers, and a lightning of our Eyes, and revi- 

ni ying, of our hearts, inthe midſt of our many ſorrows and 

andF: ſufferings, ataking away inagreat meaſure, the reproach 

| b 

rey: of the People of GOD, to the ſtopping of the mouthes of 


th's Malignant and dis - afeCted perſons ” and an opening 


. 


any” unto us door of hope , that GO D hath yer thoughts of 


ny 


ne of hisgreat Name, the enlargement of the Kingdom of 

al J . hisSon, the corroboration of Peace and Love between the 

0 © Kingdoms che wnity and conſent of all his People, 'and 
J - ouredifying oneanother in love. 


— 


: LL f215 Direory for Worrbip , mentioned in the pres 
el = ceeding AF, needs not to be bere printed, becauſe 
- it is to_be printed in a Book by it ſelf. 


—— 
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7. Feburary » 1645. Pot meridiem. 
+» Sel. XIV. E 
5. Overtures for advancement of Learning 
and good Order in Grammar Schools 
and Colledges. 


| L. = every Grammar School be. viſited twCcie it the 
year by Viſitors > tobe es Tots bythe Presbyte- 
| ; 2 Fol 


% \ 


265 *' DA TheGemerall 1 
rie andKirk--Seflion-1n-Eandward Pariſhes 4. and by the 
Fown'-.Councel: 1n-Btrgbs-3 with their Miniſters ; and 

. where Univerſities arte» by the Uniyerfities, with conſen 
alwayes of the Patrons, of the:School , thatboth the fid( lt 
tie and diligence of the Maſters , andthe.proficiencie of the 
'Schollersin Pietic and Learning may appear; and deficiencie 

<enfured accordingly; *And-thart.the, Viſitors ſce thar-the 
Maſters be nor diſtractedby any other imployments, whidl 
may-dtvertthem fromstheir diligent attendance. - 


» *4 I- That forthe. remedie of the great decay of Poelie; 
and of abilitie to make. Verſe, and tn-reſpe of. the coms 
men, ignoratice. of Proſedie , no School- maſter be admits 
-ted to teach; a Graramar School ,-in Burghs,, or other cons 
--fiderable Paroches ,: but ſuch: as after examination , ſhall 
be found skilfull in the Latine Tongue » nor only for.Proſe; 
-but alſo for Verſe; '-And that after other trials ro be mads 
" bythe Miniſters ; and others depute by the Sefſion , Town; 
- and Paroch for this effect'; that he be alſoapproven bythe 
/ Presbytenie. - WD get. 308.51 
TIT. That neither the Greek Language , nor Logick 3? b; 
nor any part of Phileſophie' be taughr in any Grammag 
School', 6 r"privateplace within this Kingdom , ro young! 
- - Schollers, .who. thereafter, are to'enter to any Colled 4 F: 
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$9 3g; Thar therefore ſuch rriall be taken of Students , ſpe- 

J cially of Magiſtrands > that thoſe whore foundunyortby, 

be not admitred tothe Degree and honour of Maſters. 

"+ VII. That none who haye entred to one Colledge for © 

#f4llorſtudic, be admitted toanother.Colledge , wihour” +. 7 

the Teſtimonial of the. Maſters of that Colledge wherein he © ,- 

pentred firſt, both concerning his Literature, and durifull-. 

"Wdchayiour , ſo long as he remained there: ar leaſt , unull + 

F-tie Maſters of thar Colledge from whence he cometh, be 

F finely advertiſed , that they may declare if they have. any 

FJ thivg lawfully ro be objected in the contrary. And thar 

2 none be admitted, promoved, or receiveDegree 1n any 

2 Colledge , who was rejeCted in another Colledge for his un- 

Y fitnefle and nnworthineſſe, or any. other caule repugnant 

| T9 Food Order, wholeaves the Colledge where he was for 

*cſchewing of Cenſure, or chaſtifing tor any fault commirted 

by him 3-or who leaves the Colledge b&auſe he was chaſtt- 

#d, or for any other grudge or injuſt Quarre!l againſt tus 
liſters. e » 1, ER nd} I 2 

VILI® That none of thoſe who may, be lawfully reeciv«. - 
<dingng Colledge,,* after he was-in anorheg # I admitted}, .. 3 
LI on" *H y ; Su at 
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upon reaſons mentioned in the third Article preceding, 
IX, Thatatthecime of every Generall Aſſembly , the 
Commillioners directed thereto, from all the Uniyerſities 


Order. | 0. 7 ; 

The Generall Aſfembly , after ſerious confideration of the, y 

Overtures and articles above written, Approves thefl {q 
B fame , and ordains them to be obſerved , end to have the} |; 
D Y ſtrength of an 4& andOrdinance of Aſiembly in all tines} 
4 ; c0M1mpe | b- F ( 
— ( bs f 

| 


To the Honourable and High Court v 

of Parliamenr. 4 

The Humble Petition of the Generall Aſie 
bly of the Kirkof Scotland. "MN 


Anni tothe conffanr and commendable pradtice of: - 
Athe Generall Aſſemblies of this Kick , Weejudge it in- 
cumbent ro us , Right Hanourable , when the difpteaſurs 
ofthe Almighty , andthe extream danger of this Kirk ar 
Kingdome is ſo undenyably demonſtrate to rhe eyes of the} 
whole World , by the Invaſion, Increaſe, and Succeſle: 
of theſe Barbarous Iriſhes , and treacherous Countrey-mcn; 
Joyned with them( Nor anely out of conſcience of chetruſt 
commir:zed unto us, To proceed with the cenſures of the 
Kirk, againſt theſe who have joyned , or ſball happen 10 
S joyne themſelves with theſe Enemies of G O D and his 
Fi Cauſe, Toappoinr a Solemne Fatt and Humiliationghrough} 
b - the Ringdam, andtogive Warning to all the Miniſters and} 
R. Members F diag of the dang-rsaud dutics of the __ 
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1 - Bur alſo ; out of reſpeR to your Honours , who judgenot for F 
JJ may, busfor the Lond: 1 Who is with you in the Judgement: and I 


«> fandevb inthe Congregation of the mighty : Humbly to preſent 
© your Honours wah our thoughts and deſires concerning the 
el. ge which the exigency of this time expeRterh from your 
(0. The npynt'y of known Incendiariesand Malignants , as 
by the courſe of Divine providence ( permitting thoſe who 
ull- ve formerly.eſcaped the hand of Juſtice ro be the prime 
ind | iÞ{traments of our preſent Troubles) iris held forth for 3 3 
a4 | caule of che Wrath which yet burneth more and more z 59 MA 
27 - bach it becn acknowledged before GOD inoucr |- nd I 
_, 5 Humiliations, ro be a maine cauſe of GOD 5» Gontro- 
ws vcriiewitithe Land, andanacceſfſion to the guiltineſſe of 2 
WF thecruelty, villany , and other miſchiefs committed by þ 
% them andcheir followers : Ando lye ſtill under the gwir 3 
J after ſolemne Confeſſion, were an high provocatioh of 
J GOD, andan heavy aggravation of our finne; And on 
—of .. the one part, doth grieve the Godly , diſcourage their 
7 - hearts, and weaken their hands , Oa the othgr part, doth 
*J Zhardenthem who are already engaged, to perſiſt in their 

J unnacuralf and blgudy praftices , heartneth others , who 


ay. 
; '% 

__ # : 

' S's ” 

7 34 , 


«f have nothitherroavowed their Malignancy , epenly to de- 
maj clarechemſclyves, andis laid hold upon by the diſattected, 
1  whelycinwaittofinde occafions , as fitting to work the Pe- 
ople :0 an unwillingneſle of undergoing neceſſary Burthens 

 umpoſed tor publick good. | 
Alchough the Lord hath ſhewn unto us great and ſore 
Troubles , and our heart may be broken with reproach » 
ſhame , and diſhonour , pur upon us by the vileſt among 
men; Yerhath he made known unto us the power of his 
working aimid(t theſe manifold troubles , bringing forward 
the much deſired Work of Uniformiry in Worthip and Go 
vernment toa' greater perfetion then was expected { as 
your Honours and wee did ſee the other day with joy of 
heart) which is a Teftimony from Meaven , Thar the Lord 
hath nor left us in the fiery Furnace , but dwellerh ſtill 1n the 
midſt ofthe burning Buſh. , and ſhould roaze up our drou- 
Pigg ſpirits to follow GOD fully, and quickenourfiow- 
R 4 | _neſle 


"$14, © :  TheGnerall WM 
neſſe to haſten ind help the Lord againſt the mighty. Tn- ded] 1 
 . 'there 1s perill of ſtrenghthening the. arme of the'inreſtin By 
B Enemie , making faint the hearts of, our Neigtibouts and - 
F Friends, and diſabling us fer reaching help unto thole whal- 
© - are wreſtling againft mach oppoſition to perfe& theWork ol 
Reformation. Thereproach under which we lye-almol8W+-. | 
buried”, ſhould bee ſo farre from retarding proceedings WF {] , 
Mp that ir ſhould intend the Spiritinto a higher degree of deſires! | 1. 
4 - and expede che hand toſpe:dier action for vindicating our 
Es own name , and that Name whieh is dbovs all nanes from the Þ K 
daily reproachof the foolich. | | bY I k 

May it thereforepleaſe your Honours, in the zeal of the 
Lord, Toproceed with ſome ſpeedy courle'of Juſtice as -. 
gainſt ſuch perſons as are known to have joyned themſelves, 
Either actually in Arms , or by theiy- counſell, ſupplies, 


"IP 
NN. 


il 


- encouragements, have ſtrenghtened the hands of the bloo= | © 
dy Enemies, whereby a cauſe of the Controverſie ſhall be : 
removed , the ang cleanſed of the þlood that's ſhed the- 4 © 
rein» thecrnell and crooked generatioti diſheartned , the '}* * 


Fainting hearts of theGodly refreſhed, and their feeble knees A+. 
ſtrengthened 3 And cheerfully and unanimouſly to refolve 4 
upon and pur in execution-all lawfull and poſſible wayes of | : 
ſpeedy and attive purſuing and extirpating theſe barbarous } 
and unnaturall Enemies within the Kingdom: Whereby © 
your tbankfulneſſe to -G O D: for promoving his owne : | 
Work, and your endeavours of uniformity, ſhall be teſtified; -* 
your ſenſe of the diſhon0ur ofthis Nation, and of the danger } 
> of dealy, expreſſed; and your conſcience of the Oath of Gog K: 
—_ upon you manifeſted. Wee are confident of your Honours B+ 
_con{citence, and care,, onely weexhorr yottin the Lord; ro | 
unite your Spiritsand accelerate your counſels and endea= 
vours: Andpray che Lord of Hofts to proſper your enter- 'Þ 
priſes, according to the engagement of his Name, intereſt 
of his Work, and neceflityof his People, to his own glory, {| 
the eſtabliſhment of the Kings Thronein righteouſneſſe, % 
the comfort of his Saints , and rhe converſion or confuſion A 
\ _ ef Enemies. Be of peod courage, andbehave your ſelves vatiantly, Þ 
for our people , and for the citres 'of on Gud, Ariſe, andthe % 
Lord be with you- A ©... Quvertmss 
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WED propunded by the Committee, ap." 
be pointed by this venerable Afembly far ordering 

s. $ of the Burſars of Theologie, and maintain- FR 
old.  ingof rhems at Schools of Divinitie. -"—_- 


FL 


Hat evety Barſar bave yearly payed him for bis main- b- 
, tenance 100.1. at the leaft, _ 
11 Thar the (aid maintenance be taken forth. of the” 
»F Kirk penalties, according to the intention of the firit ACE * 
» 24. . for maintaining of Burſars.. "1 
30. -1IL. Thar every Presbyterie conſiſting of twelve Kicks _ 
}  innumber , maintaina Burſar yearly ar the U mverliry. 
= IV. And wherethe Presbyteries are fewerin oumber, 
"F  tharthey joyne with other Presbyrecies ro make up their 
 qgumber: And the ſuperplus ofthe number ro be ordered 
and diſpoſed by the Presbyteries and Synads : And that 
their Books bear Records thereof. 4 
V. That the Kirks of theſe Presbyteries be proportion= 44 
7 ally ſtented- according to the number of the communicants _ 
-- jneach Parochin. 
VT. Thatthe ſaid maintenance be collefted by the Moe | 
deratour of every Presbyrerie , ' by equall divided portions , 
and the one half ro b= broughr into rhe Winter Synod, and 
given tothe (aid Burſars , and th2 other. halfat che Summer, 
Synod, to be ſent unto them: Andthar the leverall Synods 
take an exact comprt hereof, and ſee that all be rightly done; - EE 
» 2nd that their Books bear the report erect fo the Generail | +J 
__ Aſſembly. : 
VII. That the time of otnabods ar -rhe Schools: of 
Divinity exceed not fqure years: which beingexpired , 6c 
in caſe before the expiring of the ſaidrime ;: any be remo- 
 Yedeitther by death ,, or by ſom? Calling.t9a parricular: 
| Chorg?,, another be preſented tothe lad Bongar, 
VILT. Thar incaſe any prove deficient in. payment of 
{ - theſaid mainrenance forthe rimeto'come , Theticſhall be 
#F. carefully exattedby the Synods,and {ear over 0 the G:neral 
Ui Alembly, to be diſpoſed uponby them , as they thall lnde 
>| | R's CX PE; ant - 
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The opinion of the Committee for keeping the 
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IX. Tharall Burſars of Theologie bring ſufficient Teſti< 


"Tr ciencieandgood behayiour : And that they be. 3} ) 

= alforcady to give a proof of their labeurs ar the ſeycrall” 
1 be required. And if they be found deti-' 
cient, thartthey be denuded of the ſaid benefir, and others 
more hopeful! placed in their rooms. 


 _ moniesyearly from the Univerſities where they are bred, 
, ofitheirprofi 


| h approves theſe Overtures abo7e-written , 
And Ordains the ſame to be obſerved in all time coming. And 
that Presbyteries ( who have not already done it) nd en 
ger to the maintaining of their Burſars, in manner foreſaid , m. 


* The General! Sſſemb 
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” expedient; thatno Perſon may have benefie in their flack:. 
” | mefſeandnegleR. ee hte aſs et 
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zbis preſent year 16.4.5. And recommends #0 Pregbyterics , to 


angke cheice of ſuch for the Burſe, as ars of gaod report, tnclined 
#0 Leaming fe have paſt their courſe of Philojophie , And 


#0 #7) their qualification befare they ſend them 20 Univer« | 


#1es 


A / 


—— 


greater Uniformitie in this Kirk, mthe pradtice 
and obſervation of the Direfory in ſome 
points of publick Worshipe 


I. J- 1s the Humble Opinion of the Committee for regu- 

Alating that Excerc:ſe of reading and expounding rhe 
Scriptures read upon the Lords Day,mencioned in the Dire- 
tory , Thar the Miniſter and People repair to the Kirk, 


| Half an hour before that rime at which ordinarily the Mini- 
ſter now entreth to thepublick Worſhipz And tha , thar 


Exerciſe of reading and expounding , together with the or= 
dinaty Exerciſe of Preaching, be perfetedand ended ar rhe 
eumewhich formerly cloſed the Exerciſe of publick Worſhip. 
IT. Inthe Adminiſtration of Baptiſne , it will be conve- 
nient, That , that Sacrament be adminiſtred in face of the 
Congregation , that what is ſpoken and done z' may be heard 
and 
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be adminiſtred after the Sermon ©. 

| Blefſing. RRe ws - 
ITE. Inthe Adminiſtration of the Lords Supper, it isthe 

judgement of the Commirree, Co eTE: | 
1, Thar Congregations be ſtill Fied and examined before - 


3 the Communion, according to the bygone practi ce of this 


Kirk. | ; 

2. Thatthere bz noreading in the time of communicate 
ing ; bur the Miniſter making a ſhort Exhortation at 
every, Table, thartthereafrer ther be filence during rhe time 
of rhe Communicants receivingj, excepr ,onely when the 
Miniſter expreflerh ſome few ſhore ſentences, ſurable torhe 
preſent condition of the Communicants in t he receiving , 
that they may be incired and quikned jn their Meditations 

the | Con. 2 x 

3. Thatdiſtriburion of the Elementsamong the Commu- 
nitants be univerſally uſed : And for that efte&t, that the: 
Bread be ſopreparcd , thar. rhe Gommunicanrs may divide 
itamongſt themſelves, after che Miniſter hath broken, and ' 
delivered itto the neareſt. 

4. That while the Tables are difſolying, and filling , 
there be alwayegfinging of jome.portion of a Pſalme, accore 
ding to the cuſtome. 

5+ Thatthe Communicants both before their gaing to, 
and after their coming fromthe Fable, ſhall only joyne 
themſelves to the preſent publick Exerciſe then in hands 

6. "That when the Communion is to be celebrate in a Pa- 
roch , one Miniſter may beimployed for afliſting rhe Mint- 
ſter ofthe Parochs or atthe moſt rwo. _ 

+ Thar there be one Sermon of Preparation delivered in 
the ordinary Place of publick Worſhip , upon che day 1m- 
mediatly preceeding. | | "0 

' 8, Thar before the ſerving of the Tables, there be 
onely one Sermon delivered to thoſe whoare ro communi- 
cate, and thatinthe Kirk wherethe Service is to beper=- 
formed. Andthatin the ſame Kirk therebe one Sermon of , 
Thankſgiving, after the Communion is ended. FN 

9. When. the Parochigers are: ſo numerous, that their 

Paroch Kirk cannor contain them, fo rhat there 1sJ'ne= 
Ceflity to keep our ſuch of the Parach 45 Cannat convenient. 
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E Aybaveplace, That in thar caſeche Brother who aflitsthes 
© / Miniſter Na Paroch, may be ready, if need be,rogive.a/ 
+. WordofExhortarion.in ſome convenient place appointed for? 
#2. Tar -urpoſe, to thoſe of thar Paroch, who that dayarenatto! 

_ *cammunicate 5 which'miftnor be begun wncil the Sermon? 

_gauvercd in the Kirk be concluded, ',,, - 18 

| x0 Thatof thoſe who are preſent inthe Kirk where che; 
L , Eommunion is celebrate, none be permitted to go farth. 
> WmEEthe whole Tables be ſerved, and the bleſſing pronouns | 8 
 . ce, unleſſe it be for more commodious order, and in other: F- 
© 7 £1. Thatthe Miniſter who cometh toafliſt, haveaſpecial'” by 


= about ro Miniſter comfort to others, his own Flock be lefe.*Þ: * 
Ez {= I2..:That none coming from another Paroch, ſhall be 
4 their'own Miniſter : And no Miniſter ſhall refuſe aTeſtt«' 


ON ae FE . ” 4 ſ 1 > tel 

*Qare tO provide: his own Paroch ; lett otherwiſe while he is. ©? 
£2 deſtitute of preaching, | I ip 
ER -- admitted to theCommumon,, withour a Teſtimonial from- - 7 
Ez .mamal toany.of his Paroch., who communicates ordinari- 
Wo ohe: IWR | ns. ol 
= 2 actheir own Paroch Kirk, and are without ſcandal in their, 


& - Ufeforthetime. And thisisno wayes to prejudge any ho- 

+. neſt Perſon , who occafionally.is 1n the place where the' 

>> Communion is'celebrate ; or ſuch as by death ,' orabſence _ _* 

Sy _ of their own Miniſter , could not have a Teſtimonial. = 
EV. It:is alſo t 
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45. Pſtmeridien 


+ NS + Sei... 16 a 5 > . 6s, ; 2 
AF of the Generall Aſſembly of the Kirk off © | 
"-* Scotland, Approving the Propoſitions concerning +, 7 
 S " Kirk government and Ordination . 8, 

{ _-_ of CMmiſters, © 


*4J> "Thatas in former timesrhere did, ſo hereafter there may 

F* ariſe through the neerneſſe of Contagion; manifold*miſs 

1: chiefs rothis Kirk from a corrupt Form of Government 1n | 
7; the Kirk of Enyland:' Like as the precious opportunity of 
Mt: (briggs theKarks of Chriſtin all the three Kingdoms, ta 
'Y 7 -an' Vniformity in; Kirk-government , being the happineſſe 
F& of the preſent times above the former;which may alſo by the 
7 blefling of God, prove an effeRuall meane, and a good founs« 

-F* dation to prepare for aſafe and well-grounded Pacification,, , 
© by removing the cauſe from which the preſent Preſſures and 
Z bloodie Wars did originally proceed : And nowthe Aſs 
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- 298 _ ÞDThe General - " 

receive ſatisfaQtion,, Doth Agree to, and Approve the! 
Propoſitions aforementioned cage yes. a9 <- government. - 
and Ordinatlon , and doth hereby Authorize the Commiſel - 

' Fianers.of this Aſſembly whoare, ro meet at Edmbureb, ro. 


3 5% 


agreeto, and conclude inthe name of this Aﬀembly , an 
Voiformitie berwixt the Rirks in:borh [Kingdoms in. the 
aforementioned particulars , ſo ſoonas the ſame ſhall be rx '} | 
tified, without any ſubſtantiall alteration, by an Ordinance M® - 
ofthe Honourable Honſes of the Parliament of England: 
Which Racification. ſhall be timely -intimate and "made 
known by theCommiſſioners of this Kirk refiding at London, ... 
Providedalwayes, That this Act ſhall be no wayes preju-7 
diciall ro the further diſcuſſion and examination of that Ar« i} © 
icle, which holds forth, rhat the DoQtor or Teachers - 
bath power of the adminiſtration of the Sacramenrs as well } + 
8$ the Paſtor; As alſo of the diſtinQt Rights and Intereſts of 'Y 
Presbyteries and People 1n the, calling of Miniſters! Bur J 
that it ſhall be free to debate and diſcuſſe theſe points as*}- 
G O ÞD ſhallbepleaſed co give further light, " "7 


f; 
wy 


tl 
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"The Propoſitions of Government ; and Ordinas | | - 
bieu mentioned in the preceding A, are not 
z0.be here Printed: but after the Ratifica= "| 
Fionthereof by the Parliament of England, } 
they are to be Printed by warrant of the Com- Þ+ 
miſſuoners of this 4 ſembly, 2 


« 
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Iz. Feb, 1645. Poſt meridiem 
Sell. XVIII: 


| dc Generall Aﬀembly , after mature deliberation; 1. 
"BY having found it moſt neceflary that this whole Nation 
A. be timely Warned, and duly Informed of their pre- : 

ſenr Dangers , and the Remedies to; be uſed, and Dutics 

ro be done for preventingand removing thereof, Doth or- F 

Ugin ehis Warning to be forth wich Printed and TO E | 


=_ 
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\ |. Presbyterie immediately afterthe receipt hereof, take ſp 
; dy courſe for the Reading ofitin every Congregation with 
7 intheirbounds, upon the Lords day after'the foreneons 
* Sermon » and before the blefling : andrhat they give ac- 
7, -count Of their diligence herein to the Commiſſioners of the 
7  Genera)l Aſſembly ; Who have hereby Power and Warrand 

torry and'cepſire ſuch as ſhall contemne or ſlight the ſaid 
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| andſentto all he Presbyreries in this Kingdom; 25alfo ts 


the Presbyreries thatare with our Armies. And that each 


- 


& ] 


Warning, or ſhall refuſe or negle& to obey this Ordi= 
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1 4 Solemne and Seafonable VV arying To ths 


Noblemen, Barons, Gentlemen, \'Burrews, Mi- 
niſters, and Commions of Scotland ; As 
alfotoour ARMTES without aud 
within this Kingdom... 


He Cauſe of GOD in this Kingdom» bothin the be2 
- gionings: and Proprefle of it., hath been carried, 
through much craft and mighty oppoſition of Ene« 


 mies , andthroigh other perplexities and dangers; GOD 
diſpoſing, for the greater glory of his manifgld and mar- 


vellous Wiſdomeand his invinable Power , and for our 


- preatertryall. 


"Theſe dangers both from without and from within,toge- 
ther with the remedies thereof, haye been from time to 
time repreſented and held forth, inthe many publick Sup» 
plications'of this Kirk and Kingdom to the King, and in 
their many Declarations, Remooſtrances, Letters» Acts, 


.andother publick Intimations : Particularly by aneceffary 


Warning publiſhed by the Commiſſioners of the Generall 


_ Afembly in January 1643 3 And by the Remonſtrance of 


the fame Comiſlioners to the Convention of Eſtates in July - 


thereafter cocerningthe Dangers of Religion, and Reme- 


4 dies of theſe Dangers:- which Warning and aig 4 
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"a + TheGenerall' 
- 8chartime had, by the bleſſing of GOD, ' ery good and 
embly;it 


comforrable "effects, And ' now the General A 


ſelf, being by a ſpeciall Providehce, and upon extraordis zh 


_ mary occaſions called together » while G O D. is writing 
- bicter things againſt this Land in great Letters, which he | 
. thatruns may read': and knowing that we cannot be anſweaJ *5, 
. table to GOD, nor our own con\ciences, nor the expecta«l ' _ 
' tion of others ,/ if from this chief Warch - Tower we ſhouldF ; 
pive no Seaſonable Warning to the City of GO D : WhileF: by 
. w® think of theſe things , For Sions ſake we will not hold our pr 1 
ace, and for Teruſalems ſake we will net reſt : truſting, that Þ - 

GOD will give , though notroal!, yerto many, a ſeeing i} 
ye: a hearivg Far, andan underſtanding Heart: For wha} - 

' %, iſs and he +hall underſtand theſe things , prudent and be shall | - 
\ bom them ; For the Wayes of the Lord a'e Viale , and the juſt bal $ : 
.. *walk in them, but the tranſgr Nors sþall falltherein .” and the, wie". 
FA Shall do wickedly and none of the wicked shall underſtand, {+ 
\-* That: which we principally intend, is to hols forth (ſo 
farre as the Lord gives us light) how this Nation ought te 
be affetted with the preſent Mercies* and Judgements 3 \Þ. 
- Wharuſe is rq be made of the Lords dealings : And , whe 0: 
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'Is required of a people ſo dealt with. w | 
Had we been timely awaked, and taken warning , cither - = 
2. fromthe exemplary judgement of other Nations ; -or frem }: 
© "Gods threatnings by the mourhs of his ſervants amongſtout 
*ſelves; or from our owne former vifitations, and namely, © 
*Fhe Sword , threatned and drawn againſt us, both at home WF: 
« and from abroad, .but at that time through the forbearance #2 if 
of GO D, purup in the Seath again, wee might have' ih © 
' Prevented the miſeries under which now we groane. But Ml » 
"the Cup of trembling » before' taken out ef our hands, is KF + 
again came about tous , that wee may drink deeper of it: "MF 
*Andalthough when theſe bloody Monſters , the Iriſh Res MF 


*, . els, together with ſome degenerate, unnaturall; and | 
-pertidjous Countreymen of our own , did firſt lift up their * 
ards , and enter this Kingdome in a hoſtile way , it was 


; Tooked upon as a light matter, and the great judgenient 
which hath ſince appeared init, norapprehended: yetnow | 
F<] are made wore ſenſible , rhagthey are The 10d, jc 
a I% : @ . ; £ ; FE : 7 Pra 2 
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$ /#rath, land theflaffe in their hand, which hath firicken-ms 
|; theſe three times, is bis indignation. He hath thewed his jeopls 
' bard things, and made us to drink the wine of a" onishment- Tak: 

+ wetherefore notice of the hand that ſmirerh vs «| for affi9:on 
© cometh. not forth of the duſt, neither doth trouble ſprmg ont of the 


s 


& ground. There is no evill mtbe City nor Conntrey hich the Loyd 
s M , rp 8Þ Ray ._ Heit is thar formeth thelight , and createth dark- 
4 eſe; Whomakgeth peace, andcreatethevill: H+ iri- char fart 
a given acharge tothe Sword , ſo that it cannot be ſtu/: Het 
"4 sthat hark his ather Arrows ready upon the ſtring to 5ho0! at us , 
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2s 
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+ {4 thePeſtilence and Famine, | 
7F . Inthe nexrplaceletvs apply our hearts tro know, and.to 
3 ſearch, and roſeek out wiſdome,, and thereaſon of things, 
&: 2 . . + 
74 and rounderſtand thelanguage ofthis. preſent judement» 
and Gods meaning in it, For though che Almighty giveth not 
> anaccompt of any of his matters , and hath his way mthe ſea , and 


4 own conſciences , and by that which 1s written and 1ngra- . 
J venupon our judgement, as. with the point ofa Diamond 
" - andaPen ofiron , ts make known in ſome meaſure his 
-F -meaning unto his ſervants. - God hath ſpoken once, yea twice , 
Jet man perceivethnot , Therefore now hath he made this rod - 

JF > to peak aloud thethird time, that we may hear the voice of 

4+ therod , and whobath appomtedit. That which the rod point= 
> 3 th at, is not any guilt of Rebellion or diſtoyaltie in us , as 


a 
7 
Fy 


# the Sons of Belialdo lander and belyethe Solemne Leazve 
->and Covenant of the three Kingdoms, which we are ſo 
'* farre from repenting of > that we cannot remember or men= 

JF | tion it withour greatjoy and rhankfulneſſe ro God , as rhas 
8 which hath drawn'many bleflings after it , and unto which 
3 ©God hath given manifold and evident teſtimonies, for no 
| ſooner was the Covenantbepun to bee taken in England 5 
2F! but ſenſibly the condition of affairs there was changed to the 
B hetter ; and though a little before the Enemy was cominz 
FH in likea Flood, yet as ſoon as the Spirit of the Lord Aid 
lift upthe Standard againſt him z from that day forward the 

" Watersof their Deluge did decreaſe. Rf erN, 
And for ous part , our Forces ring that Kingdom, 
| : in 
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274 The Generall- 1 
3n purſuance of that Covenanr, have beenſo mercifully ard -n« 
manifeſtly affifted, and bleſſed from Heayen (though in! 'Na 
the mids of many dangers and diftrefles, and much want and pe 
hardſhip ) and have been ſo farre inſtrumental! ro the to fl | C00 
ing and ſcattering of two principal Armies ; Firſt, the $9 
Marqueſſe of Newcaftle his Army, Andafterward, Prince 
Ruperts and hisrogether; And to the reducing of two ſtrong 
Cities, York and Newcaſtle , that we have what to anſwer] Þa 
the Enemy that reproacheth us concerning that buſineſſe Ji ſal 


.and that which may make iniquitie it ſelf to ſtop her mourhF of 

' But whichis more unto us than all Viftories, or wharfo«l T! 

mever temporal Blefling, the Reformation' of Religionuny th 

England , and Uniformity therein between both King 

; doms ( aprincipal end of that Covenant ) is ſo far advan ſo 

ced, that the Engliſh Service-Book , with the Holy-dayes,} 25 

and many other Ceremonies contained init , together with! I 

the Prelacy , the fountain of all theſe , are aboliſhed and?F © 

taken away by Ordinance of Parliament ; and a Diretory} { 

for the Worſhip of God in all the three Kingdoms, agreed'F. f 

upon in theAſemblies,and in theParliamentsof bothKing=y ? 

doms , without a contrary voice in either; the Governmenty] ; 

of the Kirk by Congregational Elderſhips , Claſſical Pres- 7 

_  byteries, Provincial and National Afemblies , is agreed} © 

upon by the Afembly of Divinesat Weſtminſter , which} # 

+ 1salfovored and concluded in both Houſes "of the Parlia«F; 1 

; ment of England : And whatflis yet remaining ofthe inten»}  ? 
* * ded Uniformitie isina good way ; So that let our Lot falinÞ 


. Other things as it may, theIFill of the Lord be done ; In this we | 
rejoyce, and will rejoyce, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 19 
no loſer, but a Conquerour, that his Ordinances take = 
place, that his Cauſe prevaileth , and the work of purging J} 
and building his Temple goeth forward, and not backward. } | 

3B Neither yetare we ſo to underſtand the woice oftherod which 

b: lyeth heavy upon us». as if the Lords meining wereto pluck * 

I up what he hath planted, and to pull down what he hath ! 

buildedin this Kingdom » to have no more pleaſurein us, | 

to remove our Candleſtick, , and totake his Kingdom from us: nay, 

before that our God caſt us off, and the glory depart from Iſrael,” } ' 

J:t lym rather conſume us by the Sword , and the F gr 2 

| ang ”7 
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| eAſembly, 1645. 275 
nd and the Peftilence , ſo that he will but keep his own great 
in Name from reproach and blaſphemy... and own us as his 
nd people in Covenant with him. But now ebere 35 hope inJſrael 
ys | concerning this thing , we will beleeve thar we 5hall yet ſee the 

ie | goodneſie of the Lord in the Land of the living : We will nor caſt 
16a away our confidence ofa bleſſed peace, and ofthe removing .. 
no of the ſcourge and caſting itin the Fire, when the Lord * . 
ven hath by it performed bs irhole "ork 4þon mount Sen and Ferns? 
Te i: falem , (much more will wee be confident of the continuance 
th.- that glory may dwell in our Land” 
ſos. t heshall be ſavedout of xt: And 
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miſed , we cotne tothe rrue language of 

and to thereallprocuring cauſes the- 

on of Facob is all this , and for the ſins of 

3 thehouſe of Iſrael. dis hereby ſhewing to great and {mal 
J inthis Land their work and their travſprefſion , that they 
JF have exceeded. Heopeneth alſo theireare to diſcipline, and come 
TJ; mandeth that they reeurnfrom iniquity. We leave every Congie= 
"gation in the Land, every Famuly in every Congregation , 

| &every Perſon in every Family to examine their own hearrs 

3 | "and wayes, & to mourn for Congregational! , Domeſticall» 

1- J and Perſonall finnes : Cui ſed ſhall they be who have added | 
fell ro the fire, and now bring no water to extinguiſh it , 
who had agreat hand inthe provocation, and bear no part 

inthe humiliation. cs, 
Letevery one commune with his own conſcience , and 
Et For Wy. gepene | 
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276 The Generall 
repent of his, own wickedneſſe,, and ſay , What have'} 
done? Wee ſhall hete rouch onely the Natienall finnes, ' of 
at leaſt more publick ones, then thoſe'of a Family or Cone 
gregation,which we alſo intend for chief caufe sof a publick 
Faſt and Humiliation, .*1f among our Nobles , Gentrigol 
and Barons, there have been ſome ſtudying their own privatevena 
intereſts more then. the publick , and Serking their own things by n 
more then the things of Chriſt, or oppresfing aud defrauding the poorelF} have 
fore and the needie , becauſe it wasin the power of their hand : andi} urtc 
if among, ourMiniſtrie there have been diversTime-ferversgh yes 
IWho have not renounced the hidden things of dishonefly, whoſe heart&} cov 
have not been right before God , nor ſtedfaſtin hs Covenant , wha} and 
have been ſecretly haters of the Power of Godlineſſe , and off tho 
Morrification ; Wallnot G O D. ſearch all this our? -whaÞ. per 
will bring to light the bidden things of darkneſſe, and will make ma dit 
nifeſt the cam of the hearts, In theſe alſo leaving all men} 


4 
a ; 


© the 
* 


to judging and ſearching of themſelves, there are many fil 
ether provocations which are apparent in all or mary of de: 
this Nation, from which, though they wasb with nitre , and'Þ an 
zake much ſope» yet they cannot make themſelves clean : Be» } cc 
cauſe of theſe the Land mournethy and at theſe rhe Sword } c 
ftriketh, Ol | 3-9 Op Wa -Þ at 

As firſt , the contempt, negle&, and dis-efteem of the Þ «1 
glorious Sola; our unbelief , unfruitfulneſſe , luke- y 
warmneſfſe, formality , and hardneſſe of heart , under al Y. 


the means of Grace; our not receiving of Chriſt in our Y 
hearts, nor ſeeking toknow him , and glorifie him in all 4  £ 
his Offices. Thepower of Godlinefle is hated and mocked}  « 
by many to this day, and by the better ſort too much 4 
neglected, and many. Chriſtian! duties are not mindeY}} . 7 
ed: as , The not ſpeaking of our own words, nor finding of our own Þ © 
pleaſure upon the Lords day* Holy and edifying cenference! 
Þoth or. that day , and at other occafions: The inſtructing, } 
admoniſhing, comforting , and rebuking one another, as? 
Divine Providence miniſtreth occafion. In many Farrilies Þ 
almcſt.no knowledge.nor worſhip of GO D to be found: | 
yea, there are among the Miniſters who have ſtrenghrened 
M$ hiearts and handsof the profane mors then ofthe godly , 

| and 


eAſcembly , 1645. 277 
"MI afid have not taken beed co the pmuniſirie which they have received 
ll of the Lord to fulfill it. : 17 on 48 
nal © Next, GOD hath ſend the Sword toavenge the quarrel . 
of his broken Covenant : For beſides the defection of many 
ofthis Nation under the Prelats from our firſt Nationall Co- 
yenant » a firine/nor forgotten by G O D , if not repented 
ea by men as wellas forſaken, our latter Vows and Covenants 
rel have been alſo foully violated , by not contributing our 
dF artermoſt aſliftance to this Cauſe » with our Eſtates and Lt- 
Wy ves; by notendeavouring with all faithfulnefle , the dif- 
£F covery , criall, and condigne puniſhment of Malignants , 
v andevil Inftraments ; yea, by complying too much with 
of thoſe , who have not onely born Armes, and given heir 
G0). _—_ preſence and affiſtance , but alſo drawn and led 0 
= others afcer them inthe ſhedding of our Brethrens blood * 
en Therefore is. our finne made. our puffiſhment\, and Wears 
Dy filled with the fruit of our own wayes. Theſe borns now pus" the ſi- 
of tes of tudab and Feruſalem , becauſe the Carpruters when they ought 
al and might , did not cut them off : And yer to tius day the 
&F courle of Julticeis obſtruted : The Lord himſelf will exe- 
dy cure juſtice ifmen will not. Bur above all, let it bee deeply 
| and (ſeriouſly thought of , tharour Covenant 15s broken by - 
ie the negleft ofa rea}l Reformation of our ſelves and others 
ej under our power: let every one ask his own heart whar 
HJ Juſt is morufied in him, or whar change wrought 1n his life 
ur F ſince, more then before the Covenant? Swearing , Chr 
IJ  fing, Profanation of the Lords day, Fornicattion, - nd. 
dy - other uncleanneſſe ,- Drunkenneſle. > Injuſtice, Lying, 
hy _ Oppreſlion , Murmuring, Repining , an other ſorts of 
 - Prophanenefſe ſtill abound too much borh in tne Countrey 
nj '&'inour Armies: yea, there is no Reformation of ſome 
&J Members of publick Judicatortes , which 15a great diſho=. 
7} -nourro God, and foul ſcandall tothe whole Nation. | 
SJ : Thirdly, we have not glorified God according to the 
SJ. preatthings which he hath done for us, nor made the right 
| uſe of former mercies; Since he loved us ( « Nation not 
dj worthy to be beloved) he hath made us precious and honou= 
3 
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rable , but we have not walked worthy of this love : We 


wax. d fat and kicked » forfakmg God who made us , and lightly 
| > 3 efteemang 


an The Genera! - 


efteeming tbe'$92% | of our ſalvation. © An this great nthank rt, T 
fulactic nlleth up our Cup. » {4M 
Forchly ,, Notwithltanding of ſo much guiltineſſe , walih ©P* 
did ſend forth our Armies ; and undertake grear (ervicy 
preſumprtuouſly , without repentance, and making ou 
peace with God, like the Children of Iſrael, who ruſting 
10 the goodnefle of rheir cauſe, minded. no mare , but hich 
of us shall goe up firſe. 08 if 
' Itis now high time , under the feeling of ſo greata bur} 
den both. of finne and wrath co hnmble our uncircamciledF. 
heart, to put our mouthinthe duſt , if ſo bethere moy be hope , tar} 
wallow our felves in ashes , toclothe onr ſelves with our Shame as}. Ii 
with agarment, tojuititie Gods righteous judgements, to aca; *** 
knowledge our iniquitie , ro make onr ſupplicarion to oury 


% 


Judge, and to ſeck his face , that he may pardon our fiune, and ® 
| heal our Land» ' The Lord roareth , and 'thall nor hi» child . 2 de 
ren tremble > The God of glory thundereth, and the Higheſaty ; 
uttereth this yoice » bailſtones and coales of fire , who will nor tall} * * 
down and fear before him? The tire waxerh hot, and burnai ; 


eth roundabour us, and ſhall any fit ſtill and be ſecnre? They: 
ſtorm beloweth hard,8&ſhallany fluggard be ſtill aſleep: This 
15a day ofcrouble,and of rebuke * and of blaſphemy 3 wha? 
will not take up a lamentation >. Let the Wathmeqrouze up J . - 
themſelves and others, and ftrive to ger their own, and theiy.! 
their peoples hearrs deeply affected , andeven melted bes 
forerhe Lord: Letevery one turn from his evill way, and 
 Ery mightily ro God , and give him no reſt till he repear of, 
theevill, and ſmell a ſavour of reſt » and ſay , It is enough, * 

He hath nor'aid to rhe ſeed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain, ' 
Wee do not mourns as they that have no hope . but we will bear the | 
indignation of the Lord , becauſe tree have finned againſt him , un- | 

£1 he plead our cauſe, and execute judgement fer us, And what 
though qQur Candles be pur eur? ' So thar our Sun ſhine: | 
Whar though our honour be laid in the duſt> So that | 

G OD work our his own honour, yea, our happineſſe | 
out of our ſhame. In vain have we truſted to thearm of 
fl-th: In the Lord our GOD is the Salvation of Iſract 

N» flefh mult glory before him, byt he ebat glorieth , muit glory 


Theſe | 


79 be Lord, 
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 Aſembly, 1645: 


al [Theſe duties of Humiliation , Repentance, Faith , A- 
"FF anendment of lite, and Fervent Prayer , though the prin« 
wal. £ipal , yet are not all which are required at the hands of this 
ca Nation , but men of all forts and degrees, muſt rtmely ap- 
£8 ply themſelvesrojſuch other Reſolutions and Aftions as are 
28 molt ſuteable and neceſlary at rhis time : Which that all 
© may-the better underſtand ,' and bee excited and ensou- 

"2F raged toact accordingly , letit be well obſerved, that the - 
urs preſent ſtate of the Controverſie and Cauſeis no other but A 

. What harh been formerly profeſſed before GOD and the 


«| ciplesand intentions, but theſe who did fall of from us to 
Ly the centrary party, have now made it manifeſt, that theſe 
UF - were not their ends when they ſeemed to joyn with us : 
nel] Therefore are they gone out- from us , bocauſe they were nat of us . 


ha And as our Caulc isthe fame» ſothe danger thereof is nor 
is 4 1cfle, burgreater then before, and that from two ſorts of E- 
af nemies. Firſt , fromopen Enemies, we mean thoſe of the - 


pj Popiſh', Prelatical, and Malignant FaQtion , who havedife | 
r {| Played a Banner againſt the Lord, and agaioſt his Chriſt , in 
= 1 Allthethree Kingdoms , being ſet on fire of Hell , and by the 
JJ ſpecial inſpiration of Satan , who is fall of fury 3 becauſehe 
Ee Knowes heſhath bura ſhort time to reighe. - The Cockarrice 
before hatched , is now broken forth into a Viper. , The 
danger was before feared-, now it is felt ; before immi- 
| - nent, now incumbent ;' before our diviſien, now our de- 
 ſtruction.is endeavoured; before the Sword was fourbiſhed 
. and made ready ; -now the Swordis made fat with Flesh , and 
_ drunk with Bloud , and yet irhungreth and thirſteth for more, 
. The [Queen is moſt ative abroad ,, uſing all means for 
ſtrengthening the Popiſh , and ſuppreſſing the Proteſtanr 
party 3 inſomuch that Malignants have inſolently exprefled 
their confidence , tnat her journey to France ſhall prove a 
ſucceſſeful Counſel, and that this Iſland, and particularly 
this Kingdome , ſhall have a greater power to grapple with. 
| | S 4 before 
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EF $0 . The General : 
þ*forethe nextSummer;,then any which yet we baveencoui 
cred with. The lriſh Rebels have offered:to the King to ſem 
over a greater number into both the Kingdomes: the hc ul 
intentions of theKing of Denmaxk,if God be not pleaſed ity 
0 divert and diſable him, do plainly enough appear fron 
his own Letters, fent nor long ſince to-the Eitates of th | 
Kingdome. In'the mean time, the helliſh crue under ths 
Conduct of theexcommunicarte and forefaulted Earle of Mon” + 
zroſe, and of Alaſter Mac - Donald , a Papiſt and'an Outlaw 


(doth exerciſe ſuch barbarous , unnaturall , horrid, andx ” 
- "heard- of cruelty , -asis above expreſſion: And {(1f not re« 
przfſled) what betcer uſage can othersnor yet rouched expe&Þ”. 
from them , being now hardened andanimared by the {luc}. 
ceiſe which God Fath for our humiliation and corre&tion'zÞ} © 
permitted unto them : and if they ſhall now get leave tay. 
ſecure the High-Lands for themſelves, they will not onely&+ + 
from thence inf-ſt che reſt of this Countrey , bur endeavour ſo 
. . qdiverionof ourForces in England , from the proſecution uv 
; 'of the end8exprefledin theCovenant of the threeKingdoms, FF: ic 
"foward which ends, as their fervice hath been already ad="Þ* 1a 

_  , Yantageous, ſotheir continuance is moſt neceſlary. & 
The ſecond ſort of Enemies, from which our preſent Þ Je 
dangers ariſe , are ſecret Malignants and Dis - covenanters,.Þ; 
"who may be known dy theſe and the like CharaGers: Their}; 
' Iiphting or cenſuring of the publick Reſolutions of- this "S : 
"Kitk and Stare :* Their conſalting and labouring to raiſe ;} 


Y 7 


9 v9 


=. Mt ;T 
E - . * Fealoufiesand Diviſions , to retard or hinder the execution .Þ a 
| of what is ordered by the publick- Judicatories : Their {| « 
3 | Landering of the Covenant of the three Kingdomes andex- A | y 
pramon into England , as nor neceaſiry for the good of |} { 
Religion » or ſafety of this Kingdome, or as tendingta |. 


"the diminution of the Kings juſt power and greatneſſe : | 

' Their confounding of the Kings Honour aud Authority, |} 
with the abuſe and prerence thereof, and with Commiſ= | 
fons, Warrants, and Letters, pracured from the King ,' | 
by the Enemies of this Cauſe and Covenant, as if we could 

* Nat oppoſe the latter, without encroaching upon the for- 
Jer : Their whetring of their rongues , 'to cenſure and 

Panderthaſe whom G OD hath honoured as his chief In- 
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Aſſembly, 1645: «fit © 
#raments in this Work: Their commeadings juſtifying, or. 
"Sxculing the proceedings of ]ames Grahame, ſometime Earle 
If Montroſe , and his Complices : Fheir converſing or inter- 
coming by word of writ , with him , 'or ether excommini-\ 
cate Lords, contrary to the nature of that Ordinance of 
Chriſt , and to the old Ats of General Alemblies: Their 
4 making merry, and their inſolent carriage , at the News of 
SF any proſperons ſ{ucceſſe of the Popiſh and Malignant Ar- | 
44 mies in any of theſe Kingdomes: Their drawing of Parties * 
= and Factions, to the weakning of the common Union: Theig ©, ® 
= ſpreading of Informations , Yhat Uniformitie in Religions + 7 
ay and the Presbyterial Government , is novintended bythe 
F., Parliament of England: Their Endeavours, Informations, & 

2 dollicirations,rending ro weaken the heartsXhaads of others . ' 
a= and to make them witidold their aſſiſtance from this ork. 

Yi Let this fort} of boſome Enemies , and dis-attefted Pere 

rx ſons, be well marked, timely diſcovered , and carefully 
avoided, leſt they infutc the poiſon of their ſeducingCcouns - 
JF. icls into the mindes of others : Whereinler Miniſters be' 

3 /aichful, and; Presbyreries vigilant and unpartlal , as they 

*F- villanſwerthe contrary ro GOD z and to the Genera[Af- 
2 /embly , ortheir Commiſſioners. 


4; The cauſeandthe dangers thereof being thus evidene=d ; 


* 


4+ unlefle mien will blot ourof rheir hearts the love of Religion, 
2: and the Cauſe of GOD, and caſt of all care of their Eoun- 
J -rrey, Lawes, Liberties, -and Eftares, yea, all natural” - 
4 affection ro the preſervation of themſelves, rheir Wives, 
F:; Children, and Friends, and whatſoever1s deareit rothem 
4 under the Sun'{ alt theſe being in thevifible danger of a pre- 
{entxuine and deſtruttion ) they muſt now or neverappear: 
; aftively , each one ſtretching 'himſelt to, yea beyond his 
power. It is no time to dally , nor-go about the buſt-' 
| neſſe by halfes, nor by ahnoſt , but altogether zealous :' Cur- © 
' ſedbe hethat doth the ViVorkof the Lord neglszently , or dealer's" 
 falfly mthe Covenant of God, If we have been ſo forward to 
 aftiſt our Neighbour Kingdomes , ſhall we negl=t-ro defend 
pur own? Or ſhall rhe Enemies of GOD be more ative 
\ againſt his Cauſe; than his People for it? GOD forbid. 
Tfrhe Work being ſo far Ga : ſhall now miſ» Carr 7» 
- A | 5 | a1 
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rength of Ghriſt, perſevere inrheir integrity, Cchooling ate” 
fiction rather thenf1n . glorifying GO D, and not fearin ye 
what Fleſh can donnto them. * ' .. wm | 

Let our Armies beware of ungodlineſſe, and worldly | 
lufts, living godly, ſoberly , and righteouſly , avoiding | 
all ſcaodalous carriage, which may give occaſion to others” | 
tothink the worſe of their Cauſe and Covenant, and rememe | 
bring that rhe.eyes of GOD, Angels, and Men are upon. 
them: Finally , renouncing all confidence in their own. 
ſtrength, sk1ll, valour, and number, and truſting only rothe | 


— 


God of the Armies of Iſrael , who hath fought , and will tight Þ 
for them, trig San E | 

Ler all ſorts, borh of high and low degree inthis Kinge | 
dome, call ro minde their. Solemne Coyenants , and pay. 
their yowsto the moſt High ; and namely, that Article of? 
our firlt. Covenant, which obligeth us nor ro ſtay nor hinder | 
any ſuch Reſolution, as by common conſcar ſhall be found ! 
ro.conduce. for the ends of the Covenranr: but by all lawfull 
means to further and promovethe ſame.z Which lyeth as 2 4 


bound upon peoples conſciences, readily ro obey ſuch or- | 


ders , and willingly to-under. go ſuch;burdens, as by the 


publick and common, reſolution of the Eſtates of Parlia- Þ 


ment , are found neceſlary for the proſecution of the War ; | 
conſidering that the, Enemy cannoc bee ſuppreſſed without 
a competent number of Forces, and Forces cannot bekept 


together without maintenance , ang maintenance cannot } 


be had without ſuch publick Burdens; . Which however - 
for the preſent, nor joyous; bur grievous , yer 1t ſhall be 
no grief. of heart afterwards, even untothe common ſort , 
that they have given ſome part of their necellary WTO > 
' for: 
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for aſſiſting ſogeod a. work. Iris far from our thoughts, 1 } 
thar the, pinching of ſome , ſhould make others ſuperflu- - © * 
"WF ouſly ro abound: Irtisrather to bee expected of the ticher - . 
3 ſort , that they will ſpare and defalk , not onely the pride |, 
by and ſupertiluity, both of apparel and dier, butalſoa part 
ey of rheir lawfulallowance in theſe things » to contribute the 7. 
ſame asafrce will offering, beſide what they are obliged, 
n= to, by Law orpublick Order, after the exampleof gogly - 
Nehemiah , who for the ſpace of ewelve years, while ths. 
walls of Jeruſalem werea building , did nor eatrhe bread of 
4 the Governour , that hee 'might eale by ſo much the Peoples 
7 Burtchens and:Bondage- : 
S In our laſt Covenant, there is another Article which : 
( withour the oblivion or negleCt of any of the reſt ) we 
wiſh may be well remembred ar this time z namely, Tha:: 
we ſball affilt and defend all that enter into this League an41 .. 
Covenant, in rhe maintaining and purſuing thereof an\ t 
"$ ſhall not ſuffer our ſelves, directly or indirettly , by what- 4 
2 {ocver Combination , Perlwaſton, or Terror, tobedivi- - 7 
2 dedand withdrawne from. this bleſſed Union and Conjun- 
 $ton, whether to make def=ction ro the contrary part, 0 c 
| e. + togive ourſelves toadeteſtable indifferency or neurralir / ; 
FJ inrhis Cauſe: According ro which Article, mens Realic/ Fr 
1] and integrity in the Covenant , will be manifelt and demon - 4 
14. ſtrabJe as well by their omiſſions, as by their commuſlians; 
S as wellby their not doing good » as by their doing of evil; 
| Hetbatisnot with us; is againſt us; and he that gatvereth not{wit" 
us ſcattereth, Whoeyer he be that will nor, according toſpu- 
- blick order and appointment, adventure his perſon, or ſend 
-  outtheſe thar are under his power, or pay the Contributions 
impoled/for the maintenance of rhe Forces > muſt be taken 
for an Enemie, Malignant, and Covenant- breaker , and 
{o involved both into the diſpleaſure of G-O D » and Cen= 
ſures of the Kirk, and nodoubtinto civil puniſhments alſo 
| to beinflicted by the State. Ay” 
And it any ſhall proye ſo untoward and perfidious, the.r 
|: iniquitie ſhall be upon themielvrs, and they sþall bear thgir 
punicbment: : Deliverance and good ſucceſfls ſhall _ 
| a0.c 
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74 's, "hoſe who with purpoſe of heart cleave unto the Lord, and? 
 - Wieſt hearts are upripht toward his glory. When wee look * 
 bickuponrthe great things which GOD hath donefor us ," 
? anJour formerdeliverances out of ſeveral dangers and dif< * 
BF ficultizs. which appeared rous inſuperable;, experience-breeds | 
+ Gope: And whzn w2 confider how jn the midit of all our 'Þ 
t. \ lofrows and preſſures, rhe Lord our God bath givenns anaile in 
% is holy place, and hath lizhtned our eyes wit the d:fireable 
- andbeauciful fight ofhis own glory in his Temple, wetake- ? 
= 2foran argument that he hath yer thouzhts of peace, anda | 
We rpoſe of mercy roward as; Though for a ſmall moment be bath | 
DE orſaten us , yet with great mercies h: will gather us s tlee hath |} 
 lfred upour Enemies, that their fall may be the grearer , If 
andthat he maycaſtthem downe into deſolation for ever. Ari- | 
Ix fe and let us be doing ; The Lordof Hoſts is withus, the God of #aco 
= 5 Our Refuge, 3-2 4 
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AR againſt Lykwakes, y 2 
' 2.10 


Hereas the corrupt Cuſtome of Lykwakes bath foſter« | ©® 
W:: both Superſtition and Profanitie through{the Land E- 
This preſent Allembly Diſcharges the ſame inzrime com; # 
ming? And appoints Presbyteries To take ſpeciall care fo- 
trying and cenſuring the Tranſgreſfors of chis A& within Þ- 
their leyeral Bounds. ERC T 
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AF. recommending to Seſſions To have the . © 
Printed Atts of Aſcemblie. i 


< That every Seflion in a Pariſh have the Aﬀts of the Af. - 

ſembly fqr their uſe , Doth therefore ſeriouſly recommend 

to every Pariſh and Seflion To buy the Printed Acts of the Þ| * 
Aſſembly 


$ 
Eo - "He General Afemvly , cenſidering how neceffar it is, 4';.< 
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- & . Afemoly, 16045 ji 4 
Aſſembly ; ahd Ordains Presbyteries To crave account he. : 
xeof from every, Miniſter , before their goingto Previn= 
&©iall Aſſemblies :_ And likewiſe, That every Provincialt 
Aſſembly , crave account from Presbyteries in their 
[trials , if every Seſſion be ſo provided, and thar they rry 
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b Sel. Ul, - => 
J 47 for cenſuring the Obſervers of Tule-day , 
=. and other ſuperſtitious dayes , eſpecially if 
nn ; rhey be Schollars, 


} the diligence > of Presbyreries and Miniſters uſed for thax 
7 effet, { 
J 13- Februar. 1645. Poſtmeridiem. 
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4 THe General Afembly taking to their conſideration a 
2 = The manifold Abuſes, Profanitie , and Superſtitions ,. 
2F.commutred on Yule-day and ſome other ſuperſtitious dayes 
2F following , - Have unanimouſly concluded , and hereby Or- 
JF Gains + That whatſoever Perſon or Perſons hereafter ſhall 
*F be found guilty in keeping of the foreſaid ſuperſtitious 
© gayes , ſhall be proceeded againſt by Kirk Cenſures, ani 
2F* ſhall make their publick Repentance therefore inthe face 
*F. of rhe Congregation where the offence is committed 2: And 
"Y that Presbyteries and Provinciall -Synods Take particular 
"notice how Miniſters try and cenſure Delinquents of this 
4 > kinde, within theſeverall Parochines. And becauſe Schol= 
JF: Jars andStudents give grear ſcandal and offence in'this, That 
'F © they (being found guilty) be ſeyerely diſciplined and chaſtte 
4J fed therefore by their Maſters: Andin cafe the Miſters of 
JF | Schools or Colledges ' be acceſſorie to the ſaid ſuperſtt- 
4 tious profanitie, by their conniyence , 'granting of liberty 
J of Vacance to their Schollars ar that rime , orany time 
© thereafter , in compenſation thereof , That the Maſters be 
ſummoned by the Miniſters of the Place ro competr before 
' the next .enſuing Generall Aſſembly , there to.be- 
cenſured according to iheir treſpasſe 5 Ard if gr: 
| | ars 
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lars (being guilty) refuſe .coſubje& rhemſelves to Coral 
reftion , or be Fugitives from Diſcipline , Thar rhey bat 

not received in any other Schoole or Colledge within the* 

Kingdom. | } 


exrrem_ 


_ w —_— he RET, a—_ ya - 


os Bs ines at; | 


_ AP for encouragement of Schollars to Pro« |. 
feſſions in Scholes. 4 


| I: reſpe& of the paucitie of men, fir and willing to pr 5, "Y 
YA feſſe Divinitie in the Schooles , by reaſon that few frame*Þ 
their ſtudies that Way, The Generall Aſſembly thinks it fiek 


i; Bf 
Thar the Provincials diligently confider and try whowithi ny x 
their Bounds moſt probably may bee for a Profeſſion in the} * 
Schooles » And report their names to the following Genea*t* 
Tall Aſembly , that ſuch may be ſtirred up and encouragedF* 
by the Generall Aſſembly , to compoſe and frame their ſtu-Þ 
dies, that they may be fir for ſuch places. = 


(SOIT 


LH for reſtraining Abuſes at E 
Pennie Brydals. | f 


FEY 


He Generall Aﬀembly, conſidering the great profaÞ 
4 nitie and ſeverall Abuſes which uſually fal forth ar Pen-WMﬀor 
nie-Brydals,proving fruitfulSeminaries of all laſciviouſnefſeY*V 
and debauſherie , as well by the exceſſive number of peapiet® 
conveened thereto , as by the extortion of them therein';® 
and licentiouſneflſe therear, To the great diſhonour of Þ* fi 
God, the ſcandall of our Chriſtian Profeſſion , and preju-4 
dice of the Countreys welfare ; Therefore they Ordain 
every Presbyterie in this Kingdawe » To take ſuch ſpecial Þ 
Care for reſtraining theſe Abuſes flowing from the cauſes * 
foreſaid » as they thall think fit in their ſeverall bouds reſpec* } 
eve: And totakeaftrift accompt of every Miniſter and ! 
Sgſlion of their obedience torhe Ordinance of the Presby-* 
. Krie. 
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6 Aſſemby, I 64 Y 
ors terie thereanent ; 2t the Viſitation of every Pariſh Kirk a 
De heir Bounds. EE _ 


i # A Diſcharging depoſede Miniſters tobe 


E reponed to their former Places. 


a3 


or 


F 4 judices redounding to the Kirk in Generall, and private 
| ©2ngregations, inparticnlarzthrough the reſtoring of Mini- 

{| fters once depoſed to the ſame places wherein formerly 
4 gbey ſerved: As alſo, how derogatoric it would prove to the 
34 weight of that ſentence of Depoſition; Do rherefore ordain, 
| that no Miniſter depoſed , ſhall be reſtored again into thar 
*T-place where formerly he ſeryed. 
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1 Renovation of the Commiſſion for the publick 


g 
j 
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L EC. Aﬀairs of the Kirk. 


3 HeGeneral Afembly raking to'their confideration, Thar 
7 inreſpect the e- Work of Uniformitie in Religiou in 


F *lhis Majeſties dominions, is not;yerperfetted, { though 


_ 


; by the Lords blefling; there isa good progrefle made in the 


+ |. ſame) there is a neceflity of renewing the Commiſſions 
"FTpranred formerly for proſecuring and perfeRing; that great 
eFEWork; Doe therefore Renew the Power and Commiſſiog 
[7 [Feranted for the publick Afﬀairs of the Kirk by the Geger all 
24 Afembly , held in S. Andrews inthe year 1642. upon the 
J* fifth day of Auguſt poſt meridiem, Seff, 12. And by the Gene« 

4 rall Aſſembly Feld in Edinburgh in the year 1 643,upon the 
ny 179. day of Auguſt » Seff. »/t.'And by the late Generall Aſ- 
 ſembly held at Edinburgh in the year 1644. upon the third 

of June, Seff. 6. to rhe Perſons afternamed , zz, Mr fine 

" drew, Ramſay , Mr Alexan« Henderſon, Mr Robert Douglas , Mt 
William Coloil , Mr William B ennet , 14r George Gillefpie » 


Mr John Oſwald , Mr Mungo Law , Mr Robert Lawne » 


Mr 


o 


He Generall Aſſembly, conſidering the manifold pre= 4 
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- Aer. Job Adamſon, D.'Jobn. Sharp ,_ Mr Geerge Leftie.,. Ml'Wict 
. *£ngrew Fairſow le, Mr David Calderwood , Mr 4ndrew. Blag {I p 
bat; Mr 7ames Fleeming Mr Robert Ker , Mr _ 108 Yoſt 
ghie . Mr John Dalyell, Mr Andrew Srevenſin , Myr Rolla 
Lander, Mr \ames Rebertſon ,. Mr PatrickiSbald , Mr Rob 
- - Carſon, Mr Alex. Spittall. Mr Alex. Dichiſen. Mr James Smath;l 
Zohx Gabbiſon, -M r-7anies Sym'en, Mr Fykraim Meteill, | 
Alex. Somearvell, Mr Robert & liot, Mr George Bennet, V* rRovt 


—_ 


j# 
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| _ Blaw, Mr David Forret, Mr Arthur Mortoun, M1 Samnel 


therfurd, D. Alex. Colvill, Mr Andrew Bennet, Mr |ojmes FFedda 
burn, Mr Walter Greg, Mr John Moncreiff, Mr John Smith, M 
Frederick, Carmichaell , Mr Patrick Gilefpie , Mr fohn Duncali 
Mr Tomes Sivbald, Mr Robert Bruce, Mr John Hume at Eccle 
Mr MmpoDalyell, Mr Alex: Kinneir, Mr Thomas Ranifay, M 
William Turnbull, Mr James Guthrie, Mr Thomas Donaldſon, M 
William [ameſon, Mr David Flitcher, Mr Andrew Dunkiſon , Mil: 
$ obert Murray , Mr David We-mes, Mr Jobn Hall, Mr. Joo. 
Freebaira, Mr David Drummond at Creifl, Mr George Muryay, M 

Henry Guthrie, Mr Robert right, Mr Andrew Jaffray, Mr Be 

rard Sanderſon, Mr Alex, Tran, Mr Thomas Chalmers, Mr 4n 
drew Lawder , Mr Hugh Hender/on, Mr John Levingfloun , Mi 
James Blair, Mr James Bonar, Mr John Burne, . Mr Jobn Bell, Mi 
Hugh Mackale, Mr Matthew Birsbane, Mr David Elphinsſtourg* 
Mr Pavid Dickſon, Mr George Young, D. Jobs Strang ; Me: 
* Robert Baillie, Mr Patrick Sharp , Me Rabert Birnze, Mg 
EvanCanrn , Mr George Symmer at Megle , Mr Andrew 
Fleck, Mr Patrick Lyon , Mr Jobn Lindſay , Mr Sylveflet 
| La»wue , Mr George Fogo, Mr David Strachan , Mr Andrew 
Cant, Mr William More , Mr VV/liam Davidſon , Mr Teh | 
Paterſon, Mr VVilliam Jaffray, Mr Thomas Mitchell, Mr Gearge 
Cumma, Wir Joſeph Frodie, Mr William Lawder » Mr Davida 
Refſe, Mr Ferqubard Machleman, Miniſters; And Archbald® 


Marqueſſe of Argyle, John Earle of Crawfurd - Lindfay ,, 
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Alexander Earle of Eglintorn, VVilliam Earle of Glencarne, Þ. 
Jobn Earle of Caflils, Charles Earle of Dumfermling , James: 
Farte of Tullibar6in, John Earle of Lauderdate, James Earle. 
of. Annandale, V/Vitiam Earle of Lothian , James Earte of A - 
() neenesberry, VViham Earle of Dalhouſie , VVilkam Racle Jl 
of Lanerick , Archbald Lord Angus , 2s" -: 


Vicount Þ, 
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» MF Vicount of Arburhner, phy Vicounr' of Frendraught s 
lag 4 Lord Carleys,- James Lord Fohnftoun, Jobn Lord 
"FF Yeſtcr, John Lord Balmerino, Allaander Lord Balcarrass. 
fel Lord Loure, John Lord Barganie, Sir Patrick Hepburn 
of Warchroun., Sir John Hope of Craighall , Sir .Archbald. 
Shnſoun of Warifſtoun , Sir David Humeof Wedderburn ; 
Sit Frederick Lyon of Brigtoun, Sir Alexander Areskene of 
Dun , Sir Alexander Fraſer of Phillorth , Sir V/Viffiam Baillie 
of Lammingroun, - Hadiding of Giennegjies , 
Sir Themas Ruthven of Freeland , James Macdougall of Gartha 
WJ land , - Sir Alexander Murray of i5lackbarronie » VVilliam 
a Drummond of Rigkartoun , Sir V/liiam Scot of Hardin', vir 
8 Andrew Ker of Sreenhead, Sir VViliam Stuertrof  - 
'Sir 4lexander Schaw of Sauchie , Alexander Brodf of that IIk , 
"8 Mr Eeorge Huveof Kimmerjame , Sir lobn Such , Mr Akx* 
uy der Color ſultice Depure , Fobn. Binne | —Archbald Sydfer} 
= Laurence Honderſon, James Stuart . Gilbert Sommervell . Jo | 
Semple, Mx Robert Barclay, Patrick Leſlie James Law, Mr 
| Rebere Cuninghame', George Gardm , VVilliem Glendanning El-. 
ders. Andter diſcharging the ſaid Commiſſion , Appoints 
1 ft e perſens aforeſaid , or any nintecne of them , whereof 
a fficen ſhall be Miniſters , to meet at Edinburgh upon'the 
"2934. of this moneth of February and upon the ſecond Wed» - 
8 neſday of May , Auguſt, November , and of February 
F—nexr to come, and upon any other day, or in any other 
my: Place they ſhall think meer. Giving upto them fullpower 
W-2nd Commiſſian todo all and every thing for proſecuting, , 
=: advancing , perfeCiing,' and bring the ſaid Work of U- 
+ niformity in Religion inall his Majeſties Dominions to an 
> happy conclufien » conforme 10 the former Commiſſions _ 


a '\ Tails by the ſaids Aſſemblies thereanent : And further g 
"Y Renewes tothe Perſons afore - naned , the power contain- 
- <dinthe Aﬀtof the ſaid Aſſembly , 1643+ Intituled, Ares 
FF ference to the vane 6. a anent the Perſons defigned to reparv to tht 
la 


"Kingdom of E , As alio the'power contained 10 two 
JF ſeveral Acts of efid late A Nembly x 644. Seſs.[6. made A- 
N  gamiſt ſecret dit - affeBters of the Covenant , and , For ſending Mi... 
© teſters to the Army. With full power to them, to treatand 
derawee 06s WWnAWi6d, & ig other warts re 
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yo” _TheGeneralt 
red unto them by this Aſſembly , as fally and freely ; avifl_ "$1 
the ſame were here particularly expreſſed, and withas ample + 
wer as any Commiſion of former General: Asſemblies} 
ath had > or been in ule of before ; They beingalwayes forÞ 
their whole proceedings countable ro , and cenſurable byth 
gext General Asſembly. WE 
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Renovation of the Commiſſion to the Perſondll 
' appointed to repair to the Kingdom, of Eng- 7 
land, for proſecuting the Treaty of 
»s Uniformitiein Religion, 
"T He Generall Aﬀembly , Taking ro ther conſideraris 


” 
p- 


#2 


« 


that the Treaty of Uniformity in Religiowinall his' 2 "vF 
jeſties Dominions is nor yer perfefted ', though: by wel 
| Lords bleffing there' is a good progrefſe made in the ſam} tx 
Do therefore Renew the Power and: Commmiſſion grantel] 
-to the Perſons formerly: ngminate by the two preceding} þ 
Aſſemblies , and by their Commiſſioners fitting at Editts Poo 
burgh, for proſecuting the ſaid Treatie of Uniformitie with}. 
. the Honourable Houſes of rhe Parliament of England . and 
'the Reverend Aſſzmbly of Divines there ,: or any Commit]. 
recs appointed by them. Giving unto themy full power} 
todo all and every thing which may advance, perfe&}- 
and bring the ſaid Treatie to an happy concluſion cons 
formeto .he former Commiſſions granted to them thereas 
nent. | q 


4 as ſh & 


h——————_ 


 -The General Aſſemblies Anſiver to the Right | ? 
: Reverend the Aſſembly of Divvines im the Kirk "| 
of England. ae. 2 


Right Reverend andwelbeloved inthe Lord eſis, } 

' Midit the ryanifold troubles:in which: this Kingdets 
 Ihath been involved, and under which: it ftill labour: 
eh» we greatly rejoyced when it was teſtified unto by ue 
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eh "our reverend Brethren, andunderyour hands in your Let-. 
ef ter, and theſe Papers by them preſented rous fromyom, . 
SF har progrefſſe you had made in the much defired: Work of 
ory | Uoiformitie; and acknowl-dge, that the ſame hath confarted 
ney | gs concerning our work ani toile of our hands, and {eemeth to-usas 
2F an olive branch , toprognofticare the abating of rtie waters» 
-F which overflow the face of the Earth. | 

3 When weconfider, that you have walked in pathes'unu= 
af  ſuall, which have not been haunred by Travellers there , 
"398 #theEpublick way, rhoagh pointed our as the good old way 
'F bythe Reformed Kirks , we do not wonder that you have 
'J. carefully adverced in every fteptoſer foot upon ſure grounds 
1 When'we beholdrhar ſtrong and high tree of Epiſcovacie 
| ſodeeply rooredby continuance of rime not lopped of the 


- Branches, andthe ſtunipe of the root left inthe Eart. with 4 iS 
= bind of iron andbraſſe, bur pluckt up by the roots; We'do 
confefle rar the Carpenrers'. though prepared havea.nard 
&F rk, requiringtime to hew ir down, and root itup : - An4 
ay when we-call to' minde how much the Service-Book hate 
Tf been cryed upas the only way of GODS Worſhip » how 
7 *I '. many thereby have had their wealth , atid how difficill iris 


1th- 


wy ro forgoe the accuſtomed way ; Weadmire the powerand 
* wiſdom of the good GOD who hath proſpered you in 3 
wy your way , aid led you this length , through ſo many * = 
by " ſtraits, and over ſo many difficulties 1n fo troublous #& -- - * 
"time. | | et a 
j We do for our part tiot only admitand allow, but moſt 
AJ heartily and/pladly embrace the DireQory of Worſhip , asa 
4% common Rule for thz Kirks of GOD intherhree King- 
4 doms- now more ſtraitly and firmly united by the ſolemne 
bal Leagut and' Covenant; And we doall in one voice blefle 
: Jy theLord, who harhpurir'in the hearts, firſt; ofthe Re- 


verend, Learned ,- and' Pions Aſſembly: of Divines and 
then, of the' HonourableHouſes of Parliament , To agree 
upon ſuch aDirefory as doth remove what is none of 
Chriſts, -arid preſerve the purity of all his Ordinances , ro- 
" ether wirh' Uniformiry and Peace in the Kirk. Only we 
al -- ave tliought neceſſary , ro:declare and make known, That 
off E& Clauſe in the DjxeRory fox che adminiſtration of the 
Je. fs 
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29S . TheGenerall ©. I 
Lords Supper, which appointerh the Tableto be fo p 1 -: 
thar the Communicants may orderly firabourt it, orat it» wi 
Dot to be interpreted, as if in the judgement of this Kiak ini. 
were indifferent for any of the Communicants not tO camel 
$0 and receive at the Table; or as if we did approve the. div}. 
ftributing ofthe Elements by the Miniſters to eachCommue | 
micanr, & not by the Commnnicants among themſelves: In}. 
which partieulars,we ſtill conceive and beleeve the order &-2} - 
_ practice of our own Kirk, To be moſt agreeable & ſutablers'} 
the Word of GOD, the example ofour ford Jeſus Chrilty '} 
and the nature of that Heavehily Feaſt and Table. Neyer- | 
- theleſſe, in other particulars we have reſolved, and de }J 
agree, todo as ye have deſired us in your Letter, Thatiss } 
not to be tenacious of old Cuſtoms, though lawfull in thems 7 
ſelves, and not condemned in this Diretory, but to lay * 
thens afide for the nearer Uniformitie with the Kirk of Eng= } 
land, now nearer and dearer to us than ever before; A. 
Blefling ſo much eſteemed, and ſo earneftly longed for a--*Þ-- 
moDdgus, that rather than it faile onour part , we domoſt-'} 
wilingly part with ſuchpraQtices and cuſtoms of our own, ! 
as may be parted with ſafely , and withour the violation of... 
any of Chriſts Ordinances , or treſpaſſing againſ}} Scrip-. * 
b: zurall Rules, or our ſolemne Covenants, = | R- | 
3 Wedo inlike manner agreeto, and approve the Prope- 
& - fixions touching Kirk: government and. Ordination; and 


ax atk a” 
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havegiven power to our Commiſſioners who aretomeetin., 'F, , 
Edinburgh, ro agreeto, and conclude in our Name an | |: 
i Uniformitie therein, berwixt the Kirks in both Kingdoms, © | 
- * foſoon asthe ſame ſhall bewithour any ſubſtantiall altera»., J , 
i. tion Rarified by an Ordinance of the Honourable Hou=: }- + 
| +. .ſesofthe Parliament of England according to.our AR off, - |. 
Approbation ſent ro our Commiſſioners with you. = 
As for the returning of our Commiſſioners 3 thongh the - Þ 
counſel and aſſiſtance of our Reverend Brethren mightbe of - ] 
od uſe to us in theſe difficult times , and chair particular . - 
ations and-imployments importune the ſtay of theſe who , 
are come untgus, and the rerurneof theſe whoſtay with ;, - ] 
vou, yet preferring. the publick good , and leoking upon __ - 
the profitmay redound unto all by their continuing with 


®'J / 'fon;Praying GOD they may (as weare confident they thall) 
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prove anſwerable to{our truſt, and to your expeCation. 


: 


| | -* Concerning one Confeſfion of Faith., and Forme of 
 Catechiſme, we apprehend no great difficultie: And to 
71 that which remains to be perfeted in the matter of Kirkge- 
a 

Fog 


yernment, wedo beleeve, and both you and weknow 


7 experience, that there is no word impoſſible with our God. 


that bath begun @ good work among you , wil «jo perform 18 of his 
good 'pleature. Go onin the Lord yourttrength , and #þe 
peri of eruth lead.you mn alltruth : The God of all grace and peace 

' that brought again fromthe dead our LordYefus that great Shepherd 
ofthe cheep throughthe blood of the everlafting Covenane, 8 by him 
b called us unto bis eterndll glory , make you perfe& in every good 
Work #0 dobis will, working in you, and by you, ard among you , that 
which is well pleaſing in bis fight , ſtablich, ſtrenghthen, ſett/e your. 


Subſcribed in name ofthe General 
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=y you, wehave (arisfied your deſire;[8& renewed their commil- 


I 64Fe 

Aſſembly of the Kirk of Scot- 
land, bythe Moderator of the + 
Aſſembly, ; 


TO THE KINGS MOST EXCEL» 
LENT MAJESTIE. 
The humble Remonſtrance of the Generall Aſ. 


ſembly of the Kirk of Scotland , met at Edinburgh 5 HE 


the 13. day of February, 1645» 


Seur Record ison high , and our conſciences within riF 
CL Abear us witneſſe , ſo the many former Supplications and 
Remonſtrances to your Majeſtic, from this Kirk and Kinge 


dome , our ſolemae Covenants , and the whole ceurſe of 
J.. our procecting from - time to time in the proſecurion 


aft Gaul, 


o pake kngwntethe World, and we truſt 
'T 3 a\le 
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© 294. The General ; 
| \ alſo royour-own.conſtience , our loyaltieand faithful (gh 
jection, and how far our intentions are from the diminnrwgl 
.of your Majeſties juſt Power and Greatnefſe; Andalthoughſ - 
I the ſuccefle of many of our humble addrefles ro your Mgjal 
— ſy, hathbeen ſuch as did fruſtrate our defires and hopes; 
-. © yetthis hath not blotredouto! our hearts our loyalcie , fol} + 
often profeſſed before God and the World; bur iris ſtill Ty | 
Souls defire,. and our Prayer to God for you, that you 
Self and your Poſterity may proſperouſly reigne over,this 
our ancient and Native K:ngdome, and over.your other; 
none And now as we. have publiſhed a ſolemn. and. 
free Warning to the Noblemen, -Barons,, Gentlemen, 
Burrows, Miniſte:s, and Commons of this Kingdomey. 
concerning the preſent affliction. of this Nation , and their 
Ans procuring the ſame 3 Sowhen wecall to minde ; that. 
/ God accepteth not the perſons of men , and that the grear-: 
elt are not ro be winked at in their fins 3 We aſſure.our ſel-} 
ves, that thebeit and molt reall teſtimony which we can 
giveatthis preſent, of the tenderneſſeand uprighrnefle of 
our affection to your Majeſties true Happiaeſle is this our 
A hnmble and faithful Repreſentation of your Majeſties great | 
-andgrowing, ay a , and the caules thereof ; Of which; Þ- 
if we ſhould be ſilent + our conſciences would condemne + 
us and the ſtones themſeloes would immediatly cry out. 
 Fhetrouvles of opr hearts are enlarged, & our fear increa- |. 
ſed in yourMyeſties behalf, percerving that y ourPeoples pa- \ 
tience 1s above meaſure tempred,& is like a Cart preſt down 
i. with ſheaves,, and ready to break , while as b={ide many 
| + former defignes and endeavours to bring deſolation and de- 
+ ftrucgion uponus, (which, were (and we truſt all of chat. 
kindeſhall be ) by th: marvellous and. mercifull providence 
> + of Goddiſcayeredand difappoimed ) ,Qur:Cquntrey is now 
E- Infeſted , the blood of divers of our Brethren ſpilt , and 
I, other acts of moſt birbarous and: horrid cruelty exerciſed , 
Þy th> curſed crew of che Iriſh Rebels and their Complices 
. an this Kingdome , unger the conduct of ſuch as have 
Commiſſion and Warrant from your Majeſtie; And ' 
unleſle we prove unfaithfull both to God and to. your. 
Mzjeſtic , we cannot conceale another danger wich is in 
a rig] EC. pitely. 
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mitely greater than rhar of your Peoples diſpleaſure: 


- Nameof our Lord and Maſter | 
38 who, Shall judge the world in righteouſneſſe, both great 


: REOgAy 
Day ; Fo 
much profaneneſle, in, & #bout-your Court; For the shut« 


eAfembly, 1645. * 


The” - 

| D', andyour 
\.Majeſties moſt loyall Subje&s in the humility and grief of - 
- our hearts, fall down before your Throne , and 1n;the 


xcfore we the ſervants of the moſt high G 


JESUS CRARIST .» 


and (mall, and inthe Name of this whole Nationall Kirk, 


F which we repreſent, We make bold to warn your Majeſty 


reely , that the guile which cleaveth faſt ro your Majefly 
and to your Throne, is ſuch , as. { whatſoever flattering 


| preachers » oruafairhfull counſellours may ſay tothe cons 


trary ) 1f not timely repented , cannot bur involve your 
Self and your Poſterity under the wrath of the ever«living 
GOD, For your being guiltic of the sheddingofthe blood 


.of many thouſands of your Majeſties beſt Subje&s ; For 
your permitting the Maſſe , and other Idolatry , both in 


your own Family and in your Dominions ; Foryour autho- 
the Book of Sports the profanation of the Lords 
r your not punishing of publick ſcandals, and 


ting of youreares from the humble and juſt deſires of your 


 Aaithfull Subjefts ; For your complying roo much with the 


Popiſh party many wayes, and namely , by concluding 
the Ceſlation of Armes in ireland, and your embracing rhe 
counſels of tioſe who haye not ſer GOD nor your good 
before their eyes ; For your rediſting and oppoſing this 
Cauſe , which ſo much concerneth the glory of GOD, 


. your own honour andhappineſle,, and the peace and fafetie 


of your Kingdomes ; and for. what other cauſes your Maje- 


My 1s molt conſcious, and may beſt judge and ſearch your 


own conſcience ( nor would we have mentioned any parti- . 
culars, if they had not been -pablike and knowne. ) For- 
all which 1t.is high time for your Majeſty to fall down atthe 
foorſtool of the King of Glory» to acknowledge your oftzace 
eo __ timely, co make your peace with GO D through 
JESUS CHRIST, (whole blood is able-ro washaway 


| Four great ſinne) and to be no longer unwilling that the Son 

ef GOD reign over you and your. Kingdotns1n his pure 
Theſe 
thmge 
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things if your Myeſty do , it ſhall be no grief ofheartunegY'® 
,you afr2rward; a bleſling is reſeryed for ,you, and youlſſ 
ſhall finde favour with G O DO, and with your People, 
and with all the Churches of Chriſt ; But if your Majeſty” 
refuſe to hearken to.this wholſome counſell e which the 
Lord forbid) we have diſcharged our own conſciences i ,- 
we take GOD and Men to witneſſe That we are blame« 4 
Jeſſe of the fad Conſequences which may follow, and wet 
ſhall wait upon the Lord , who , when be maketh inquifitin 
Or bloo4. will not forget the cry of the bumble... In the mean while, '} 
e{ceching your Majeſty to rake notice. Thar we are not'Þ or 
ſtaggering or fainting through diffidence of the ſuccefſef } 
this Cauſe and Covenant of the three Kingdoms, unto: vp 
which, as 'G O D hathalready given mnifold Teftimonieg =} ©. 


of his favottr and blefling 3 ſoit is our ſtedfaſt and unſhaken * wo 
confidence, that this is the Work and Cauſe pf GOD, '] ye 


which ſhall gloriouſly prevail againſt all oppofition , and! 
from which , with the asſiſtance of the grace of GOD,*] ha 
we ſhall never ſuffer our ſelves ro be divided or withdrawn, | 
bur ſhall zealouſly and conſtantly inour ſeverall Vocations, From 
endeavour with our ſtares and Lives, the purſuing and * 23 
romoving thereof, "+ 


That which we have concluded concerning Uniformity | | © 

jn Religion berween both Kingdoms, is to be humbly of- | * 
Fereq to your Majeſtie from the' Commisſioners of this. Þ 1 

- Kingdom , for your Royall Cenſent and Ratification; Al» | ; 


though your Majeſtie was not pleaſed to vouchſafe us rhe 
preſence of your Commisfioner , according to rhe ſuppli- 
catien of the Commisſioncrs of the preceeding Generall Aſ- 
ſembly , yer we have proceeded with as much reſpect to 
your Mzjeſties honour, and as much remembrance of our 
duty» as if your Royall Perſon had been preſent in the mids '} 
| of us: And we ſhall fill con:inue our Prayers for you, }, 
that G O D would graciouſly incline your heart to the | 
counſelsof ruth and Peace , and grant unto your Majeſtie }. 
a long and happy Raign, that we may live under you a pe. | 
accable and quiet life , in all Gadlineſſe and Honeftie. 


woe Way, +: NEPEII_ 
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ul The Aſſemblies Anſwer totheir Com- 
G5 misfioners at London. 
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Reverend andbeloved Brethren , 


*. & {ee {weer Fruits of your long continued Labours in. - 
3 4 the Work of the Lord entruſted ro yan , brouyht to- 
, F us2t this time by theſe rwo of your number, whom you ** 
> | were pleaſed roſend, werereceived by us with noſmall joy * 
7 andrejoycing, as being, in great part , the ſatisfattion of I 
4 our Seuls deſire , inthatſo-much longed for , fo much pra- 
| yed for happy Uniformity lof theſe Kirks and Kingdoms: 
| Andanevident Demonſtration to us, that the Lord hath 
| not, eveninthistime of his ſeen and felt diſpleaſure , (0 
{| - covered himſelf with the cloud of hisanger , that our Pra= ' 
4 yersſhould not paſſe through. 
5. Thegreat and main difficulties through which the Lord 
F hath carried this Work, as we do acknowledge , ought 
| -mainly to be made uſe of, for the praiſe and glory of his 
| power, who is the great. Worker of all our works for usz 
$ So your overcoming of themis to us no ſmall Demenſtra= Aj 
' tion of your zeal, wiſdom , and faithfulnesſe, which with= 7 
7 out great 1njurie both to the Lord the prime \Worker, and 
- Þ wyou his inftruments , we cannot butacknowledge , hath 
. $ beenmuch manifeſted in the whole managing of this work q 
#$ inyour hands. | | Ge A 
' The fullanſwertoall the particulars you write of in yout : 
| Letters, we leave to the Relation of thoſe that come from - 
4 -you, andare now appointed toreturnto you : Andas with py 
much thankfulnesſe we acknowledge your fidelity 1n' what 
} ye havedonealready; ſo we have again renewed your Com- 
'F miſſionfor the continuance of your Imploymear there , for 
_'F © theperfefting of the Work ſo happily begun : For the fur= 
4 thering whereof, as we ſhall not be wanting in our prayers 
to GOD for his bleſling upon your labours , ſo for your ' 
|. help and aſiſtance, we have appointed acommitiion to fit 
at Ediokareh , to whichat all occaſions vou may have your 
+ Ircourle » as therxigence of the Hoek ſhall require. 
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How fatisfatory that DireQory of Worſhip preſented efii&a 
ns by our Brethrenfrom:yon , was-tous , jury di it acheffl%.ard 
eo their relation at thezr return 3 being car and eye witnallfl:nen 
Jes to the manifold expreflions of our joy and gladnes{e-ae 
then offer to repreſent itto you ina Letter: The At hereur 
. Withſent, andordained to be prefixed ynto the Direory here 
© will ſufficiently declare our hearty approbation of ir: Ont Wo 


= 


= gudgementalloconcerningthe propoſitions of Governmenyl] 
=” andOrdination , and ourcarneſt defirexo have the Work of} 
> - Uniformitypromovedand perfetted in that particular alſo 2 
”  _ willappeartoyoubythe other A& which herewith you will Þ - --, 
xeceive: 'Our zeal and deſire to have that Work fully cloſed} 
with fo much harmonic as becometh the work of iz ON; | 
. willappearto you in ourreſolution. and anſwer te that parti. | 
cularinthe-point of Excommunication , concerning which | 
you write, xl. 
Theſe particular differences binted in the Asſemblicg ! 
Lerner, 'for unfformitie with that Kirk ſo much endeared rg' | 
Us, we have refolved+to lay afide , and have taken courſe 
for preſerving harmenie amongſt our ifelves.z whereof our 
Brethren will give you more particular account. , Anent 
your-defireof My Alexander Henderſon his attending rhe Trea- | 
Tie, we arg confident ere this yourhaye received our reſgs 
Jurian. |, s 1 
Amigſt the many difficulties wherewith ic pleaſeth the } 
Lord ro/prefleus, aswe thought neceflar to publiſh and 
ſend forth a Warning to all ſortsof Perſons in this Kirkand |} 
Kipgdom » concerning the preſent affliiftion of rhis Nation, | 
and rheirſinsprocuringrlieſame ; So wethought itincum= | 
Þenttousinduty , as the beſt Teſtimony whichwecangive |. 
at this preſent to his Majeſty , ro' remonſtrate unto him Þ} - 
Faithfully The great and growing dangers his Majefty is now | 
ander , andthe cauies thereof, This Remonſtrance we | 
"have fer to you , to be. preſented to his Majeſty , -by ſuch 1 
means, and at ſuchtime, as you who are there upon the 
placeſhall judgefitreſt. | i. 
__ And nowdear Brethren go on with cheerfulneſle inthe -]. 
Work ofthe Lord : Let no diſcouragement ior oppoſition - 
- . make your. heart to faint , -or your hands wax feeble poo 
: | vade 


F.  Afeembly, 1645- os 
*d eefieeade your ſelf the Lords hand-ſhallſtill bemade known zp- - 


lg b | 
” 1 
wa... 


Remember :the Work is his , who uſethnot to begin, tbr 
ren your need accordingto theriches of his glory- Be confident 
IF therefore 0b his thing, , tharhe who-hath+begunthis good 
ar Work by you, will alſo indue time accompliſh it ro his 
" wh own praiſe. To his gracious aſſiſtance we heartily recom« 


Ty mend you. 
iy ed 
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_ *. Poſtſcript. 

Edinburgh 13. Feb. 1645+ 

Ir is earneſtly defired That .the DireQarie for 
Worſhip be ſent to Ireland, and that you re- 
commend to the honourable Houſes of the 
Parliament, Tothink upon the beſt way for 
the eſtabliſhment 8:-pradtice of it in char King- 

dong, And that the Tike courſe may beraker 

withhe government , and other parts of rhe 

Uniformity , ſo {oon as they ſhall :be agreed 


upon, | 
c Subſcribed in name the Gentrall aſſembly of the Kirk of 
(| ' Scotland. ,by the Moderator of the Aſſembly, 
e |, *TÞ He General Aſſembly Recommends ito Presbyte- 
4  &4 ries, To'conſider theſe matters referred to their 
F conſideration by preceding Afﬀemblics ; and to report 
their judgementtherein-to.the next Allembly, _ 
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1 'T #e Generall Aſcembly Appoints .the meeting of the 
| = next Aſemblyrobeat Edenburgh the firſt Wedneſday 
of Tune ; int the yeer 1646. "OE 


Gefn 


ard his ſeryants ,-and iis indignation againſt his Enemies, © 
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Edinb, 4. junii 1646. 


E SW 4 . 
The Kings Letter tothe vAſſembly z 
preſented by TM. Robert Douglas | 
CHMimper at Edixburgh. — 


Crnanrns R. | ': 


x lghr cruftſy and welbeloved, We greet you ! 
yl well. Having lately written v> Our Houlds of 
Y Parliament at Weſtmmſter , and the Comoighe 
Dy oners from Our Kiogdom of Scotland at L 

2 and likewiſe to the Commitrees of Eſtates of 
I ow. Kingtom: Shewing Our great ſenſe and grief foe | 
3 the ſad effects have flowed from the unhappy difterences J : 
| berwixt Us and Our Subjefs , with Our reall reſalurions'| : 
to comply with the defires of Our Parliaments of both King- I 1 
doms, andthoſc entruſted by them for ſettling of Truech ” Y 
and Peace in all Our Dominions:' And now being informed 
ofyour meeting, Wehave thought fit hereby ( fince We 
geuld not conveniently ſend a Commitlioner } to ge mu 
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Aftembly ; 1646: 


AY te ame aFurances 3 And withal!, thatit ſhallVE Ourcons. 

War endeayour to maintain Religion there, as it is efta« 
Withed), in Podrine, Worſkip!, and - Church » govers- 
went, and 1cave no good means unaffiyed for ſctling am 
Eiverfall Peacc in that our native and ancient Kingdom , 
T4-with the Reformation and Religion , and ſerrling Peace tm i 
XJ Eng/and nnd Ireland : And after the return ofan anſwerts _ 3 
"IF Our late Meffgg® ro QurMouſes of Parliament heer > We 2 
74 fhall more particularly acqyaint you » or your Commiſſige 
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| DIRECT. 
For Our right truſtie and welbeloyed , The Moderatotrs 
and other Members ef the Generall Asſcmbly of the 
Kirk of Our Kingdom of Seetlend, 
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Þ ' 6. Jun 1646. Antemeridiem. Self. 4. 4 
4 Afconcerning the Regiſters and Atts of ; 
__ Provinciall Aſſemblies. | 


1 blies , that hereafter they cauſe read all their Acts , 
J —[  betorethe disſolving ofevery Asſembly ; And har 
F their Regiſters be written formally , and ina good hand 
7 writing, with the ſeverall Leafes or Pages thereof marked 
J by ciphers according to their number. 


\ F ] He Asſembly recommends to. Previnciall Asſcae? | 


At. A. 
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. XE. FU 1646! Antemeridiem. Sefl. 7. [- 
AMP concerning the' publike ſatisfattion oi; 
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Carried perſons , for Fornicationtommitted i} wane 
| before Marriage. "F vitt 
| | q ' JF nes. 


FEE "He Genetall' Asfembly upderſtandins*thitin many” Þ« 
 & placesthepublike ſcandals of Fornicarton' cothmits wy 
—= red before Marriage , ate not raken' notice of andre | Ia! 
movedby-publike'confeftion according to the order of this | tr< 

rk; Therefore for remedie' thereof do' Ordain';, Thit | On 


allMarried perſons under publike-ſcandall of FornicarionyÞ} It 
coined: before their Marriage (although the ſcandal} £x 
9 theteof hath'norappeared before the Marriage) Mall farisfie” . 
42 ptblikely: for chat” ft committed before rhetr Marriage,” } te 


their being in the eſtate of Marriage notwithſtanding, Ad" } ©! 
that in the ſame manner as they ſhould haye done if they | i 
were-nor/Maried;” I 66 2M 
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' 83- Junti1646. Antemeridiem. Sef. 10. 
Ordinance for Excommunicationof the | 
| Earle of Seafort. "* 


; a +» 


He Generall Asſetnbly-having taken to their ſerious || 
_conſigeration, thit perfidious Band made and contri= | 
ved* lately 1n- the North', under the name of Anhbumble Re- 
menfirence', againſt our Nationall Covenant, and the Lea». * 

gue and' Covehanr of the three Kingdoms; Which tend- }__ 
ett tothe” making of diviſion and' foinentingof Tealoufie |. 
wittiinthis atid berween both Kingdoms , tothe prolong - 
Ing of theſe unnacurall Warrs, co rhe impeding of rhe in= | | 
| Ended Uniformity in Religion, and to the ſubverſion of  : 
all the happie ends of our covenants: And finding that” } 
ge erlo.of Seafort hes not only moſt perfidiouſly him- |} 
icl8blgibeg the ſag wicked Band,coptypy to his los 
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| | Afembly , 1646: ye; 7 
#7 O:ths in the Coverants aforeſaid , and' meff arrogantly, v 
JF owned the fame under his' ownie Harid' writingin kisletrers © 
IF tothe Committee of Eftates , andro'the Commiſſioners of 
"FF the preceding Asfemblic'; But alſo hes ſeduced and! thre=- 
'FF atned others roſubſeribe that” diviſeve? Band, an# to zoyne 
' FF vith him in proſecution'of his treacherous and Wicked'deſigee 
*F hes, therem masked with the pretences of Religion and 1i- 
off bertie; boaſtmgalfo the purfuance of thathisRemonftrance 
it=J- 2painſt all dezdly the oppoſersthereof ,whether King or Par« [ 
re 8 lament. And having alſoconfidered another wickedand = 
his 4 treacherous Bard ef Union which: the ſaid Karle formerly 
ey entred into with tharexcommunicateRebe)l ]ames Grahame, 
1,4 afterthe ſentence of forfalrure andthe dreadfull ſentence of 
EF excommunicarion-wete'pronounced apatnſt him, Oblieg= 
I. ivg himſelf therein under ſoletane Oaths tojoyne with thar 
> 4 forfaulted Rebel] againſtthis KirkandKingdome,; and to 
F oppoſe all their pnblike. reſoſutions' for purſuance ofthe 
1 happic ends of otr aid Coyenams: All wEich, with hig 
_ vile reproachfull aſperſions and moſt falfecalnmnies againſt 
- this Kirk and Stare , and their' publike arid Jawfull endeas 
| . vours and reſolutions , with his other wicked and' perfidi- 
, ous praCtiſesar length diſcoyered'inthe Proclamation of the 
I Commitree-of Eftates', and' the Declaration of the Come 
2F miſlion of the Asſembly againſtthe ſaid perficions Band ane 
'F- Remonſtrance.,. being gravely pondered and confidered 3 
; Together with his baſe treachery to the Eſtates , being in- 
$ rruſted by them with ample Comiſſion, 2nd-encouraged and 
enabled for diſcharging thereof, with Mony Ammunition 
and Arms ita good meaſiire;Notwithſtanding whereof con- : 
traryto that great truſt repoſed in him. Itis notour thatnot "2 
only he did not joyne with the Forces raiſed for thedefence : 
J . : of this Kingdome , But rather on the contrary, actually 
4 | - joining himſelf and his Forces with that excommiunicate 
ebe] James, Grahame, and theſe unnatural bloody-Rebels 
- his. followers, did beleager Innernesſe; a Towne Garriſo= 
med by the Eftates forthe Defence of that part.of the Coun= 
try. And the As{embly, having alſo found-rhat bg 
$2nt have been uſed: for reclaiming of the {aid Fail 
gom that wicked and perfidious 6guk, by publike Dee 


Z..  tionsandProclathations, and particul.. r 
i Lelf from choſE that had Mod reared, fy 
. Withitanding thereof and of Summonds dire: 
to au\wer to the premiſſes, often called, hedorh 
mature deliberation ha | $ frequent fe rs ba. 
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the Miniftery » With the Remediqs thereof, 


He firſtand main fin * of 
carrlage and calling 
oat to keep Communion and 
ary ry ukingin a natural] Wihour implovino'af & > - 
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I, onur Ltves. 


I: M<e* fruitlefle converſing in companie , and com« 

- LVA-lying with the finsofall ſorts, not behaving our 

felves as becomes the men of God. . 24 ne Py 
2. Grear worldlineſf= ifto be found amongſt us, gind-- - 7? 
"jngand ſpeaking moſt abour thivgs of rhis life, being uſied E 
= our manyithings , but forgertingthe main. od 


£7 3. Shghting of Gods wormip in their families, and the- 
- xefore no cordiall urging of itupon' others : yea, altoge= 
© ther a wanting of it in ſome , if ir be credible. © * 
F.* 4 Wanr of gravity.in Carriage and apparel , difſolute- 
+ nefſe in haire, and ſhaking abour the knees , lighrnefſe in 
- theapparrell of cheir wivesand children, | 


» s. Tippling and bearing companie in untimous drinke - 

© Ingin Tavernesand Ale konſes, or any whereelle , whee' 
Fry the Minitterie is made vile and. contemprible. . 2 

GS 6c. Diſcountenancing of the godly 3. ſpeaking. ill of 

WS them”, becauſe of ſome thar are unanſwerable rorhe1r pro- 

WY: 7. The Sabbath nor ſanflified after Sermons, which 

= maketh people think that the Sabbath 1s ended with the. 

| | oF — Rt; hs UNIT 

FF 38. There are alſo to be found amongſt us , who nſe 

I [ {mall and minced oaths. 


WY þ 


- 9g- Some ſoprear ſtravgers to Scripture , that exceprin 


+. 


+. their publike Miniſterie , though they read many things z 
3 yer they are lirtle converſant inthe Scripture, andin medi» 
© tation thereof. A dutic incumbent toall the people of Gor', 
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_,_— In.our Callings. 


Orruprentry intothe Miniſtriein former times, and 
CLLfollowiigthe courſe of defeQion > though forſaken» 
Y | - yet never ſeriouſly repented : as alſopreſent entring 108 
TJ : the Miniftery, asto away of living in the world, and not 
BY: avtoa ſpitituall calling, None SK Rs 4 
9; cxrage V 2, Helping 
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. 2: Helping in , and hokdinginof inſufficientand ſaſpel + 
Red men , whoſavourthe things of this life, and keeping + 

"the door ſtraiter on them whom God hath ſealed, thenupogf | , 
theſe who have lefſeevidence ofthe power of grace andf} » P 


4 
%*%..' 7} 


 holineſſe. J q 
© 3. Partiality in favouring , and ſpeaking for the [candy - X: 
Jous, whether Miniſters or other perſons, teaching them} : 
how ſhift and delay cenſures. © -, 
4. Silence in the publike cauſe, not labouring to cure} - | 
the diſaffettion of people, nor urging them to conſtancie } © 
and patience in bearing of publike burdens, nor to forward 
nefſe in the publike Cauſe ; whereby Malignants are mul» } 


tiplied : yea ſome are ſo grofle herein, that even in publike | 
Faſts little or nothing 1s to be heard from them ſounding” F 
this ways - 
5. SOme account it a point of wiſdome to ſpeak ambigus 
ouſly : ſome incline to juſtifie the wicked cauſe , uttering; 
words which ſavour of diſaffe ion? and all their complajh = 
b:- ing of the times, isin ſucha way as may ſteal the hearts of 
4 people from liking of good Inſtruments in this wotk , and. 
i conſequently from GoJs Cauſe : yea, ſome reading publike : | 
4 Orders, are ready to ſpeak againſt chem in their priyate | : 
conference: 3 
6. Idlenefle , either in ſeldome Preaching, as once on ® 
the Lords day , or in preparation for publike duties , not 
# being given to reading and meditarion : others have bur fits” 
= of _ . not like other Tradeſmen continually ar gheir'Þ 
5 work | . 0 
7. Want of zeal, and Joveto the converfion of ſouls; 
pot being weighted with the want of ſucceſſe in reclaiming}. 
of ſinners, nor ſearching 1n themſelves the cauſe of not} 
profiting , preaching ex officio ; not ex conſcientia officis. Y 
8. Self- ſeeking in preacing, and a venting rather of 
their witand skill, thena ſBewing foorth of the wiſdoms! 
and power of God. = 
9. Lifeleſnefſc in preaching, not ſtudying to be furniſhed 
by Chrift with power ; and ſo the ordinance of God rea« ! 
Che not rothe'conſcience :! and theereto belongeth the not; J 
- applying of the dotrjne unto the auditory and tunes» my 
: FLORL, 0 Joo 6 | 


CE es. ®@t mw 


Aſjembly, 1646. "30F. Þ 
ff to. The indiſcreer curing of the indiſcretion of pious © 
10 people and Miniſters , whereby godlin*fe hath gotren a 
” £- wound , and profanitie bath Iifred up the head , con- 
_ ary tothar wiſe and gracious order ſet footth in the Gene- 
$ 121! Aſſembly holdey at Edinburgh, 1641. | 
IT. Litelecare to furniſh our Armie, either abroad or at 
" home with Miniſters; One of our grievous fins and cauſes 


dj - 72. Laſt, it is to be feared that Miniſters in ſecretare. 


17 nepligent ro wreſtle in Prayer, fora bleſſing tobe poured. 
ke | Out upon therr Jabours, conrenting themſelves with their 
' publike performances; 


REMEDIES - 


| RI, Thar Presbyteries make great conſcienes,ts, 
 L haveall vacant places within their {everal bounds fil- 
led with godly and abl- m-n,where ever they beto be found? 
and tharunder pretence of being a helper , or ſecond to a» 
-"nether , none be taken in , but ſuch as are able for the 
ſame charge, RD 
2, Whereasitis known» that privare tryall in Presbyte= 
ries are for the moſt part perfun&torious , the Brethren are 
hereby exhorted to be more ſerious, and faithfull herein, 
as they will be anſwerable to Chriſt , the Chief Shepherd: 
andin a way previous thereto, thar Brethren be free, in 
Joving admonition one of another ſecretly, from time to 
- - time 3 andthat whoſoever keeps not the Presbyterie or Sy- 
'* nod, after graye admonitions mgay come under futther: 
cenaſures. Se | 
' 3 Thataccuracie be uſed as viſitation of Kirks , and rhae 
the Elders one by one (the reſt being removed ) be called 
in , andexamined upon oarh u-on the Miniſters behaviour 
i jn kis calling and couverſation. _ | | 
al] 4. That courſe be taken to divide Congregations in parts} 
" and by the help not only of Elders in their ſeverall parts , 


; but of neighborsalſo., the evils , and neglect of perſons 
' - Id families, may be found out and remedied, This 
| 2 6 Th: 
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, fountain of life , arming themlelves thereby with power g- | ';, 
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5 Thatevery Miniſter be humbled for his former failings.” : 54 


ad make his peace with God , thar the more effeually he}; F 
way preach +2 org and may ſtand in the gap» to rurneF}. h 
away the Lords wrath : runing between the Porch ante 'J 3s 
__ » highing and crying for all the abowinations of the" 4, 
an 8 = x 
6 Speciall care would be had, that Miniſters have their 
converſation in heaven , mainly mindingrhe things of God, F 11 
and exerciſing faith for drawing lite our of J:ſ\us Chriſt the-. 


£x 

ue] v a 
a 7 

» 


gainſt che contagion and wickedneſle of the world: 9 
7 Care would be had of godly conference in Presby«, | 
reries , eyen in time of their refreſhmenr, and rhe : 
Moderator isto look to it , that good matter be furniſhed” 
thereto, . | | 
, 8. Irisalſo very neceſſary for every Miniſter that would. ; 
be fruitfull in the work of the Lord, to bring home the + 
 Wordof God to his own heart and conſcience , by Prayer, | 
and Mediratfon , both before and after the publike ordi= ' Þ * 4 
nance. | z FO 
9, Uſe would be made of theiroll of the Pariſh, nor 0+ 
nely.tor examination, but alſoffor conſidering the ſeverall 
conditions and diſpofirions of the people , thar accordingly 
they may be admoniſhed, and particularly prayed for by the 
Miniſters in ſecrer. | 6. 
Io. Itis very expedient that Miniſters have more com» 
munion among themſelves for their mutuall ftirring up, and 
ſtrengthning of their handsin the Lords work, and recti- 
fying of theſe who are not incorrigible. 
Tx, That Miniſters infall ſorts of companie labour to bee 


| fruitfull, as the Salr of the earth, ſeaſoning them they meer 


| leading toexcefle ) bur reproving itin others. - 


with, notonly forbearing ro'drink healths ( Sarans ſnare, 


12. All Miniſters would be carefull ro cheriſh the ſmoa- 
Fing flax of weak beginnings in the wayes of God, and 


@ught couragioully to oppoſe all mockers and revilers of the 
godly. 


113. As ar all times, 'fo ſpecially now when the Lord 
3s callipg us aro an account ; it becomes the Miniſters ef 


Chriſt F 
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7 Ekriſt, with all diligence and faichfulneſſe, ro improve 
4. their Miniſterie to the urmoſt , to he inſtant in ſeaſon and 
ws. - out of ſeaſon ; yea » even frugally to imploy their time in 
"*F | private, in reading of , and'meditating on Scripture , that 
bes the word of God may dwell plentifullie 1n them, SRD 
"I 14. Thartheproviding the Armies with Mniſters be. pre 
= Þ$ ferred to any congregation , and theſe whoare appointed to . " } 
JF - attend rhe ſamef, and are deficient , be without delay ſeye- % 
F relie cenſured according to the Act of the General jAﬀſem- I 
bly ; And thatall Miniſters nor only in publike , pray for 
.our Armies , ſpecially theſe tbar are to encouter with the 
bloody enemie within the land , bur alſo continually bear 
5 themupbefore thejLord , that their livesbeing reformed ,/ 
| theirhearts and hands may be (trengrhned, .and their un- 
[ | dertaking arlaſt bleſſed of G O D;with ſucceſle. 
| ' 15. Thar behideall other ſcandals, filence or ambigu«'.,.. 
| ous ſpeaikng :n the publike cauſe , much more derracting, / 
"| and disaffefted ſpeaches be ſeaſonablie cenſured 3 an 
'F tothiseffect, all honeſt hearred Brethren would firmlie u- 
; | - viterhemſelves in rhe Lord, the younger honouring the 
\ elder, and rhe elder not deſpifing the younger. 
16. And finallie , both for the corruption of the Mini. 
ſterie and remedies thereof, we refer rhe brethren toghe 
AQ of the Generall Aﬀemble at Ezinburgh 1596. reviv- 
F edin thelate Aﬀemblic atG/aſpow, 1638. tobee found in 
.F _ theprinted At concerning the ſame, - 


The Generall Aſſembly Ordains the Enormities aboveſpecified 
zo betryed and reſtrained , and that the Remedies the- 
reof for that purpoſe be ſeriouſly obſerved and praftiſed : 

| . Recommending eſpecially to Presbyteries and Provumciall 
- Aſſemblies , that uſebe made of the ſame inviſitation of 
Kirks and tryall of Presbyteries. - 
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Approbation of the proceedings of the 
7:4} preveding afembly.. 


"TH* General Aſſembly having heard the report of thay” & 
Commairree appointed to confider and examine the{provtÞ be 
ccedings of the Commiſſioners of rhe lare General Aflem t- "2 
bly holden ar Fdinburg? 1n the yeer 1646- And after ſerious 'Y A 
conſideration thereof, finding that the whole As, Pro- Y - 
ceedings, and Concluſions of the {aids Commiſſioners, can- 
tained 1n the Regiſter OY Mr Andrew Ker their 
Klerk» and by M. Robert Ramſay Moderator to che ſaid Come | 
mittee, do declare mn=-b> Wiidom , Diligence, Vigilan-z Þ + 
Cie , and commendable Zeal; And that the ſaid Commile, | 
foners have arderly and formally proceeded in every rhing, 
according to their Commuliion : Do therefore ratifie and ap». 
prove the (aio whole Ais, Proceedings, and Concluſions: Y 


' of the Commiliione:s of the ſaid Aﬀſembly. 


OI Ong _— 
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_ » 15. Junii 1646. Poſtmeridiem. 
LA Sel, X 1. 
Af for joyning'of the Presbyteries in Orkney 
| » and Zetland 10 the Provincial of Carhnes. 
'T General Afembly , conſidering that the Presbyterie | 
of Kirkwaltin Orkngy and the Presbyterie of Schaloway in || 
Retland have ncver mer 1n any Provincial Afſ:zmbly,, where |}. 
through great abuſes and di'ordres are there commitred , 
Therefore the Aſſembly hereby joyns the ſaid two Piesby- 
teries to the Provircial of Cathnes and Suterland, And ap- 
pow all rhe Minifters and Elders of the fard Presbyrerres \ 
ercafter, ro meet at the ſaid Provincial Aﬀembly ,- and 
to. have place torhe.reafon and vore therein as Members of * 
the ſagd Provincial. And ficklike ordains the ſaids two 
Presbyreries to be of ſuborginare JurisdiCtion to the ſaid 
| Proving | 
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Aſembly, 1646. 3Ir 

IF: Provincial Asſembly, Declaring hereby, that the ſaid Pro-- 
FJ: yinciai ſhall confiſt of the Presbyreries of Cathnes, Sutherland | 
TJ Orkney , and Zerland in all time coming. And appoints 
*F rh-m to meer onely once in the yeer, in reſpect of their grea® 
v4 diſtance and interjeftion of ſeas 3 And that the firſt meering 
I beat Thurſo in Cacbnes upon the thirdTueſday of Auguſt next, 
<F 2nd thereafter as ſhall be appointed by the ſaid Provincall 
s 3 Aſcmbly. | 
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"I. I 7. Junu 1646, Poſtmeridiem. 

»#þ k ; | Sefl. XI'V- 

"1 AX concerning Expettants Preaching 
bY in Publike. © 


| S 
He General Aſſembly diſcharges anyPerſon to preack 
in publike under the name and notion of an Expec- 


FI- tant or under any other pretence whatſoever » except 
Py fuch as thail be tryed and found qualified according to the 
Acts of the General Aﬀembly ; Recommending to Presby» 
teries and Provincaals to rake ſpecial norice thereof, and to 


! 


genſure the Transgreflors accordingly. 


o ; »4 


AZ for cenſuring the Complyers with the 
publike Enemies of this Kirk aud Kingdoms. 


1 T': General Asſembly taking to their ſeripus confide- 


© 4 — —— — —_— 


rationthe greatand ſcandalous provocationand grie- 
vous defeCtion from the publike Cauſe , which ſome 
have beene guiltie of, by complying with the Rebels the 
publike Enemies of this Kirk and Kingdom: And.judg: 
ing it a dutle incumbent ro them to bring ſuch aotorious 
_ Offenders to publike fatisfation, rhat the Wrath of God 
maybe averted, and the publike ſcandal removed; Do there 
fqze Require , Decern , and Ordain , that ſuch as aftc* 
| V 4 lawf 
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- Jawfull tryall ſball be found to have been in aQtuall Rebelliog}”- 
and to have Carried charge with the Rebels', To have : 
cepred Commiſſions for raiſing Horſe or Foot unto them gi} 
To have been {educers of others to jovn in.thar Rebellion, 
To be theP-nn?rs or contriyers of James Grabames Proclamas: 
tionfor indiCting a pretended Parliament , or of any other) 
his Proclamations or Declarations, To have beene prime} 
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Inſtruments in cauſing publiſh the ſaid Proclamations and} - ten 
Declarations;z Thar all and every one of ſuch cf. nders ſhall phe 
humbly acknowledge their offence upon their knees, firſt © thr 
| beforethe Presbeterie , and thereafter before th? Congre-'} bel 
gation upon aSabbath, in ſome place before the Pulpitz Þ to 
And.inthie mean time that they be ſuſpended frm theLords, |} Ki 


Supper: Andin cafe they do nor fatiſfie in manner foreſatds } pr 


thar they be proceſſed with Excemmunication- And like= } «| 
wiſe Ordains ; thar ſuch as ſhall be fcund ro have procured | & 
Protections fiom the Rebels, To have execute their ors | fc 


gers, Tohavennvited them to their houſes. To havegh- | © 
ven them intelligence, To have drunk fames Grahames health | © 
or to be guilty of any other ſuch grole degrees of comply» | 
"ance ſhall acknowledge their offences publikely before |}. x 
_.the Congregation » and be ſuſpended from the Commugion 

ay andwhile theydoe the ſame.” And fufther Decernes 
and: Orcains, that all perſcns in any Ecclefiaſtick office | 
gwlty ofany degrees of complrance before mentioned, ſhall 'F - | 
be ſufpended from their office & all exerciſe thereof, forſuch |} * 
time as the quality of the offence and condition of the offen- }. 
ders ſhall be found to deſerve; And the Aſſembly hereby 
declares that - Presbyteries have a latitude and liberty to |. 
agreadge the Cen{ures above ſpecified » according to thede- |} 
grees and circumſtances ofthe offences? And givesinlike 
.maner the {2me latitude and liberty to the Commiſſioners of i 
this Afſembly for publike affairs, who havealſo power.to - 
.try and cenſure the offenders in manner above expreſt , 


| —_ take account ofthe diligence of Presbyreries there- 
intill. | > 0g | 
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CAT concerning lames Grahams - 
| Proclamation. 


"\He General Asſembly having copſideredacopie ofa 
Prochamationoubliſh*d by order of that excommus« | 
EN A. nicat Traitor Femes Groham, for indiCting ofa pre= _*.: 
a0'F tended Parliament, and findingthe fame to be full of blaſs 3 
123 phemies againſt the ſ6lemn League and Covenant of the— 
| -three Kingdoms, and of vile aiperfions of Treaſon, Re- p 
' belliog, andSedition moſt falſ'y and impudently impmed . 
\.tothe Eſtates , and moſt faithſull and loyal] SubjeAsofrhigs 
$1] Kingdome: Doe therfore decJare , Thar ſuch as have bin 
Mo prime Inftruments of the publiſhing of that or the like Pro- 
[ 
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clamation and Declaration , deſerve the higheſt cenſaresof. 
the Kirk, unlesſe they make humble confeſſion of their of 
fence publikely , in ſuch manner as is preſcribed by this | 
5 Afembly; And humbly Recommends to the Commirtee 
1 of Eſtatest_ take{ome courſe for their exemplary civill pu- 
| niſhment , and that ſome publike note of ignominie be 
. put upon thatProclamation as theirHonors ſhallthink meer. 


/ 
———_ — ————— c_—_ IE 


1 8. Juni: 1646. Antemeridiem.. Sefl. Ult. 
* AGF againſt looſing of Ships and Barks upon 
the Lords Day. | 


T He Generall Afembly underſtanding how much the 
Lords day in profaned by Skippers and other Ra: : 
q men» Do therefore diſcharge and inhibite all Skippers avq * 
: Sailersto beginany vorage on the Lords day , or to-loofe 
| any Ships ,' Barks or Boars out of Haibery or Road upon 
thatday , And who ſhall doin the contrary hereof, . ſhall 
be cenſured asprofaners of the Sabbath : Recommending 
to Presbyreries and others whom it may concerne to {ce 
both the As of Aſſembly and Parliament made for cenſy- 
ring and puniſhing profanation of the Lords day.z to be put 
. {1 ex6cution againſtthome- 

Vs 4 


"» fend them without the Kingdom , firft' acquaintthe Pres-"! 
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coming may be expoſed ro the temptarions of feducers, and | 
drawn away from theTruerh eſtabliſhed and profeſſed with- 7} 
in this Charch to errour of Poperie, or other Sects and” 


I : Herefies : Therefore the ag Ordains » that the Pa« I. 
| 1 


'pentsor Friends of Children and Minors , ' ſhall before they... 


yrery where they reſide, that they may have rheir Teltimoe'- 
niall direQed to the Presbytery or Clafſe wichin the Kings *' 
dem of France., or England, or Ireland, and attherime of 
theſe Childrensreturn from any of the ſaids Kingdoms, -- 


toreportane Teſtimoniali from the Presbytery or Synode |} 
where they lived withourthe Kingdom of cheir breeding |. 
there ( and to ſhew the ſameto the Presbyrery within the” } 


Kingdom who gavethema Teſtimonial at their way going.' 
Likeas the Aſſembly Ordains all Presbyreries to try if any' , 
Children have been ſentto Popiſh Sehooles or Colledpes: 
withourthe'Kingdom; Andit any be found, that their - 
names be given-to the Presbytery or Commiſſioners of the: © 


Aſſembly » that the ſame may be preſented ro the Honour- ' 
able Lords of Secret Councell , or Committee of 'Eſtates, 3 
ehateheir Lordſhips may be humbly defired by their autho-/ 


rity to recal them, that after returntothis Kinhdomcourſe 
ay be takenaccording te the former Ordinances of Gene- 
pall Aſſemblies ,for their breeding in the rra2 Religton, 


| ET 


Overtures preſented to the Aſſembly, 


I Hat correſpondence be keeped among Presbyteries con 
Rantly by letter without prejudice of perſonall correſ- 
pondence whea need requires, whereby one Pregbyrerie may 


W/7; anentChildren ſent without theK ing don ( "aſſt 


Hereas divers Children have been ſent without he "uo! 


Kingdom to be bred abrord, and have been or in timed 


undaſtand | 


wee 
ze 
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5 tAſemby, 1642: 
iÞ yoderftand what way are doing, and they'many pemntnally 


wth aflifting each to ther. - 
'- 8 . II. That for the better breeding of young men ro the 
FF Miniſteric whore nor able to furniſh themſelves tn charges 
IF coatevdin. the Univerſities, that the Presbyteries where 
478 they reſide appoint ſome to direQ their ſtudies. 
1. HI. Thatitbe recommended to all the Univerſities t9 
JF condifcend upon the beſt Overtures for the moſt profitable 
+} teaching of Grammar and Phyloſophy , and as they may 
2 meetat the Commiſſion of the Generall Aſſembly to make 
#F thematcer ripe forthe nexr Aﬀembly, 
'S The Aembi approves theſe Overtures , and recommends acedr- 
| 7 -. | | 
f | IV. Tharto the intent the knowlege of God in Chriſt 
| may be ſpread through the Highlands and Iflands ( for in 
ack whereof the land hath ſmarted in che late tronbles ) 
theſe courſes be taken: 1. Let an o:der be procured, 


-F ſons to be bred in the Inland. 2. That a Miniſterie be 

4 planted amongſt them , and for that effect that Miniſters 

and expectants who can ſpeak the Irifh language be ſen_ ta 

. imploy their talents intheſ? parts, and that the Kirks there 

be provided as other Kirks in this Kingdome. 3. Thar 

. Scots Schools be erefted in all Pariſhes there, according 

"3 tothe Atof Parliament, where conveniently they can be. 

” had. 4. That Miniſters and ruling Elders that have the 
3 Irith language be appointed to vibr theſe parts 


The Aſſembly approves this Overrure , and recommends 


this purpoſe to furt her con/:deration , that mor 

' Overtures may be prepared thereanent againit the nexb 

Hſfembly. | | 
V. Thar for keeping the Univerficies pure , and provoking 
the Profeſſors of Divinitie ro grear diligence , each Pre 
feſſorin the Univerſities of this Church and Kingdem , 
bring with him or ſend with the Commiſſioner wha comes 
tothe General Aſſembly , ane perfir and well written es wg 
of his Ditates , ro be reviſed by the General Aſſembly , 
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3 thatall Gentlemen who are able , at leaſt ſend their eldeſt 


| erſuchas ghey ſhallappoigrfor that work 1Ik/year, _ 
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The Aſiembly continues tre | determination of 4 conſtant « x 4 | 
perpetual order herein untill th- : ext Aſſembly, bug hl FR 
: Shthe mean time defires the profeſiors of Divinity I 
preſent to the next Aſſembly theirDiRates of Divinity 


whereof the profeſiors prefent are to give intimation is. 
the profeſi ors abſent : | "_ s. jo 
VI. The great burdens Intrants undergoes when they Þ 
enter the Miniſtery ,- which holds many of them long atun- | ' = 


der, would cravethe Aſſemblies judgement and authority, '} 59/ 
that Miniſters Manſes and Stipends may beall made freeto # 3, 
_ theIncranr, "i bo 


The Aſiembly refers and recommends #6 the Commisſioners fir L pr 
publike affairs to ſeek, redreſſe in this matter from ue | P; 
\ Honorable Houſes of Parliament. and to conſider of | Fe 
fomefitting Overtures to be preented to their, Honows: | bn 
for that f;8. | "3 


pe | 
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| Renovation of the Commiſſion F or the pub- 4 184 
ck bike affairs of the Kirk. + 


« 


In reſpeR the great work of Uniformity in Religion in !. 
all his Majefties Dominions-is not yer perfited , (though | 

* bythe Lordsbleſſing there 1s a good progreſle made in the . 

lame } rhere 1s a neceſſity of renewing the Commiſſions | 
granted formerly for proſecuting 2nd perfiting that grear |}. 

3 work, ; doe therefore renew the power and Conuniflion 
RK granted forrhe bublike affairs of the Kirk by the Generall 
K: Aſſemblies held in S. Andrews in the year 1642. and in Edu.” } 
burgh 1643. 1644. and 1-45, unto the perſons following, }- 
viz. Mafters Alexander Henderſon Robert Douglas . William 
Coloil, William Bennet George Gilleſpie , © john Ofwald \ 
Joh» Ademſon , Wikian Dalgleich , David Calderwood , __ 
was Fleeang , Revere Ker , Jain Poet, tames Wrig Wo 
p | « Jow 


He Generall Aſſembly taking to their conſideration that © | 
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| ; hm Knox» "Aden Penman , tobert Lightoun , Alexander Dic+ 
& 


Y beſin, Parrick Fleming, Jobn Hay , xfobard Dickeſon , Tho= 
ty) ob Vafie, Dauid on IE Alexander Somervill, Robert Eliot, 


' Alexander Colwill , Walter Greg . Alexander Balfour  Georgs 


of Theme * John Mencreiff , John Smub , Patrick Gilleſpie , 


' Jobn Duncan » Fames Sebbald , Alexander Caſſe , John Hm 


| md, tAdlexander Kynneir - Walter Swintom > Kobert Knox , 


Willian Penman , James Guthrie . Thomas. Donaldſos ; William 


I Laneſen Thomas 6 ilkie , |obn Knox . Robert xray , John 


'reebairns Robert Wright David cuchterlonie, itham Mazer , 
Samuel 2 uſftein, John Lemmont , Andrew Lauder , james, iromp ., 
Alexander Turnbull , James Bonar , Wilam 4dair , Tobn Neve, 
Patrik Colvil , Matthew. Birsbane , Fobn ctamiltoun , Alla n 


| Faguſon, Robert Ramſay - Geo. Young > David Dickſon , Ro- 


bert 5aihie , Tames Naſmath 8 Fohn Lmdſay . tohbn VFeir » Evan © 
Cameron ,. James &ffleck |obn Robifon , Andrew Eliot , Szlveſter 
Lambie. Laurence Skinner , Pulliam Rate, David Campbel, 


' Andrew Cant , William Douglas, David Lindſay, Gilbert Ander- 


ſon ,, Alexander Garrioch , William Jaffray, Thomas Law, PW. 
uem Campbell , Walte: Stewart Nuinitters 3 And Archibald 


"{. Marquetie of Argle, fobn Eearle of Crawfurd - Lindlay,. 


/ - Wiliam Earle Marſhall, VViliam Earle of Glencairn , Joby 


4 Earle ofCasfils , Charles Earle of Dumfermling , Tames 


|} Earle of Tullibardine» Francis Farle of Bacleugh , Joby 


Earle of Lauderdale, VViliam Earle of Lothian , VVilkam 


| Earleof Lanerk, Arch bald Lord Angus , John Lord Bal- 


merino ,Robett Lord Burleigh , John Maſter of Yeſteir , 
Sir Patrick Hepburn of Waughtoun , Sir John Hope of Craig= 


} ball, Sic Arc:3bald  obnflon of Wariſtoa , dir DavidFqume 


| of Wedderburn ( Sir Robert Faxes of thar iik , Sir VI/dham 


Bail of Lamingron , Sir |obn Muncreiffe of that 11k , James. 
Macaougal of Garthland , Fatrich Cockburn of Clarkingron , 


 SirHughCampbelof Ceſnock, Sir William Cunningham of Cun- 


1 -Pinghamhead, John Hume of Blackader,vir James Dundas of r= 


niſton ,. Alex Feybes i'utor of Pirfligo , Mr Geo, Winramot 


'I Libberton , PavidV/Veemes of Fingask , Mr {Francis May of 


Balhoufie , Alex, Brodie of that ilk , Mr Alex. Colvill of 


Blair,Geo 'Dyndas of Dudilton ,V/Villiam Moor of Glanderbons 
| ak | 657 


fa % » 0 DNS Sand BP 6 cles Ay £ 
' WE + p , , 
y . 


\ 


2 


| "2 Majc 
Sir Jang Neville of Colbrandſpaith, John Edgar of Weddalth hev'! 
lie , V/ikiam Hume of Lenthill , James Ruchbead, 1 am *blie 
Honderſon, and James Stuart Bailes of Edinburgh, George » k m 
zefield Proveſt of Glaſgow , VVil. Hume there, Ro” Abd Mr. 
Proveſt of Perth , Jobn Semple Proveſt of Dumbarton, Juldih Mit 
Kennalie Proveſt of Air, Mr Favid Vi/oemes ; Geo. Garda me 


% 


38 = *Thegn#dll 


Jobs: Jabn un, Tho. Paterſon k Thu, VVhite , Jobn Sleigh 1 x Aut 
ders. Giving unto them full power and Commiſtion'TeV atic 


do all andevery 14r ap ed paris 7 advancing , perfe&«Þ} lian 
ing , and bringing the ſaid-work of Uniformity in eligion | the 
in ol! His Majcſties Dominionsto a happy concluſion, Jl; 
form to the former Commiſſions granted by prece ding afs | the 


Embliesthereanent. And to that effe& appoints them . of 'Co 
any ſcyenteen of them, whereof thirteen ſhall be Minis | ; 


Rers» To meerat Edinburgh the rg of this Monerh , and 1 
hereafter upon the ſecond Wedneſdais of Auguſt, Novem«. , 
ber, Februar and May next to come, and uponany othee | 
day and inay other place they ſhal!"think meer. And furs 
ther,renewsto the perſons before n:med', the power cons . 
tained in the ARt of che ſaid Aﬀſembly 1643. Tratituled, A re« 
Jaronce to the Commiſſion anent the'perſons defi;,ned to repair tothe | 
King dow of England; Asalſo the power contained in two ſe- |}. - 
veralActs of the ſaid Aſſembly 1544 Sefſ.6 wade apain® ſecret | 


Geyer: of the Covenant,and for ſending Miniſters to thet Amie, | 

yith full power ro them to treat and determine 1n the tmatter 4 m 
aforeſaid.and in all others matters referred unto them by this ' 
Afﬀembly, as fully and freely as if the ſame were here parti- }. 


, + 
- 


_ eularlyexprefled, andwith as ample power asanyCommiſſion, oY 
of former General Aſſemblies hath had, or been in uſe of be-. 
fore; They being alwayes for their whole proceedings. '}' þ 
Pray to, arid cenſurable by the next GenerallAgs: | At 
wbly. | 
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Renovation of the Commiſſion for proſecuting þ 

| the Treaty for Uniformity inEngland . | IP 
THe Generall Aſſembly , Taking to their conſideration |} 
. & thatthg Tyxeatic of Unzformity in Religion in all His 
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” Aſembly, 1646: 31g 
"J] Majefties Dominions is not yer perfeRted , Therefore Re- 
{af pews the power &Commiſſion granted by preceding Afſem» 
#blies for proſecuring that Treatie , unto theſe perſons after 
wi named, vis. Mr. Alexander Henderſon , Mr. Robere Dowplas 
wal Mir; Same! Rutberfurd , Mr, Robert Bailie, Mr. Geo. Gilleſpix 
og Miniſters; And Joby Eaile of Lauderdale , Joby Lord f(rw 
wy merino, and Sir Archibald: Fobnſton of Wariſton Elders g 
TK Authorizing them with full power to proſecute the ſaid Tre 
Do atie of Uniformity with the Honourable Houſes of the Par» 
ay lament of England , and the Reverend Aflembly of Divines 
on there , or any Committees appointed by them : And todo 
&y Alandevery thing which may adyance, perfett and bring 
ſs} that Treatie to an happy concluſion, conform ro the formes 
qf | Commiſſions given thercanent, | 
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1 THE ASSEMBLIES ANSWER 
T 0 
The KINGS MAIESTIE. 


J. Cayir pleaſe your Majeſtic, 


I | hs received your Majeſties Letter with thankfuÞ 
» 4. L Inefſe , we though it our dutie to ſend ſome of ouy 
7 naumberto waitupen your Majeſtie and preſent our humble 
-F  defires more particularly then atthis time could be expreſſed 
8 by writ And we are confident your Majeſtie will interprete 
df our freedom and plain dealing by them , to be{arcall teſti» 
1 monie of our unfained affeftion , who have conſtantly' la- 
I boured to approve our ſelves in all fidelity to eur Lord and 
-$ Maſter Jeſus Chrift , and in all loyaltie royour Majeſtie ; 
J And aregeſolved to walk ſtill after the ſameirule in our ſeve- 
4 rall tations and vocations, continuing our Prayersfor you; 
1 that God may multiply all ſorts ofMercies upon your Roy- 
| all Perſon and Poſterity » and more and more incline your 
| heartrothe ſpecdie following ofthe Counſels of Truerh 
1 end Poacc and grant ugto your Majeſtic along and bappy 
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.., TheGenerall FF. 
Reign , thatwe my live under you.a peaceable and quit i: 
bfe , 1n all godlineſle and honeſty. | 4 'M: 


Ediaburgh , 18. ]unii 1646. t 4 ” trh 
= Subſeribed in name of the Nationl - wh 


Aſſembly of the & irk of ca. 19 

[land by che Moderator, JF 9 

4yo 

DOOR PR. — F im 
i | "7 | 's 
The - Aſemblies Letter to the Right Honts| 
rable the Lords and Commons tm T : ''] {o! 
Parlament of England aſ- T? 

ſembled at Weſtminſter, 4 A 

4 if 


_  Ripht Hononrable, 


Hereport of thegreat things with the Lord hath done-F - { 
& for your Honours, hath gone forth into many Lands, Þ - 
andit be cometh usleaft of a'ny either ro ſmother or exre« 
nuate the ſame; We geſfire robe enlarged in the admira-'F- t 
tion of the Power & Mercie of God the Author, & to dimie/}: - 
- fiſh norhing of that praiſe that is due unto you as Inftrils }* 
ments. When the Lord fer your Honours upon the Bench of |: 
Judgment, both the Kirk and Common wealth of Englant} 
were afflicted with inteftine and boſome evills , the cure'Þ 
whereof could not bur be very difficult; becauſe they were |. 
nor only many , but for the moſt part Univerſall and deeply} -- 
rooted , ſheltred under the ſhadow of Cuſtome and Law}: 
and ſupported with all rhe wiſdom and ſtrength of the MayY* 
lignant and Prelatical partie 3 who rather choſe to involveF 
the Land in an unnatural and bloody Warre, then to fall F . 
ef rhcir ambitious and treacherous deſignes, againſt Reli- Y . 
gion, the priviledges of Parliament, and the Lawes and} . 
tberties of theRingdom: Neither hath that miſerable crew F}. 
been wanring to their owne ends but for manyyears together}! 
hath deſperatly purſued their reſolutions in Arms ; And FJ: 
was likely ty have prevailed, ifthe Lord had nor pur _— 'þ 
; : [#4 : 


Pg 


\ \ : [ J4g'n; 
2 * ff 2 «4b VC; » ©; 2: 
< £ > Sin © of % * 
2 V i PII I Py OS; bo Vs " 
. « - "x 
x w, 


AYE 46-5 . r £ 4; 
. a rb . —— * " * = ae i) © 09 . EK » bY . EA 
"IRIS: -- y STD A WT EN OI Oe "Y SE M$ cx 
EW, ay. & : n 4 OR” We 4 : e k A ts e p 
oy - - x + w—__ | # , 7 4 4 F. ( : * 


= Aſtembly, 1646s = 
RJ Jef in the breach, and furniſhed you with muth Patience » 
FF: Wiſdom , Courage, and Conſtancy, inthe midſt of many 
0} dificulties and diſtrefſes ; and at laſt with ſo glorious and 
FT triumphing a ſucceſſe , that the. Enemy hath fallen every 
8 where before you, and there is none left to appear againſt 
$$ you. Theſe things as they bethe matter of our refreſhmenr 
*F and of your glory , ſo doe they lay a ſtrong obligation npon 
2J | your Honours ro walke humbly with your God, af\d ro 
*F {improve the power he harh pur into your hands for the ad= 
"F yancement of the Kingdom of his Son , and bringing 
'J. forth of the head Stone of his Houſe. The ſlow progreſle 
mJ ofthe work of God hath alwayes been the matter of our 
"F forrow, which is now increaſed by the multiplication ofthe 
'F ſpirits oferrout and deluſion , that drowne many ſouls inte 
perdition , and ſo ſtrengthen themſelves; thar they ſhall af« 
\. terward be{aboured againſt with more pains then ſucceſle , 
\ Ifaſpeedy and effeftuall remedie be nor provided. And 
yy therefore-as ths ſervants of the living God , who not onely 
F fendup our ſupplicarions daily for you ; but have hazard 
'F - our ſelvesin your defence, We de earneſtly beſeech your 
* | Honors inthe bowels of Jeſus Chriſt , ro-giveunro him 
a- F theglory that is due unto his Name , by a timous-eſtabli= 
* 7 -ſhing all his Ordinandes in the full iuregritie and power 
3 thereof, according to the Lexgue and Covenant. Aslong 
3. asthe Aſſembly of Divines was in debate,& anenemy in the 
F . ficlds,we conceived that theſe might be probable grounds 
* 8 of delay, which being now remoyed out of the way, wE 
ef do promiſe to our ſelves from your Wiſdom , Faithfnl- 
FJ + nesſe, and Zeale , the perfiting of that which was the main 
FI: ground of our engagement, and achief matter of conſola- 
2 tion unto. usin all our ſad and heavy ſufferings, from the 
e'F hand of a moſt cruell Enemy. We know thar there is 2 
I . generation of men who retard thework of Uniformity, and 
fomenr jealouſies betwixt the Nations , ſtudying if it were 
x Urea , to break our bands aſunder 3 Bur we truſt, thae 
. hecharfits in the Heavens will -Laugſ , and that the Lord 
ſhall have, them in deriſion , rhathe ſball ſpeak to them in 
his wrath and vex them in his ſore diſpleaſure, and notwith= 
ſtanding of all that they can do , m his King upon his wy 
AI | 1 
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hill of Sion, 2nd make theſe Nations happy 'in the ſw 
fraics of Unity in Truth and Peace. T he ſearcher of hearty 
knows that? we deſire to hold faſt the band of our Covenanty 
as ſacred andinviolable; being perſwaded that the breach of 
| ſo ſolemne atye could not bur haſten down upon cur heads; 
curſe and vengeance from the righteous Judge of the world 1 
and involve theſe Kingdoms in ſader calamities then they 
have yet ſeen; And we abhpr to entertain any other thoughs 
of you: Nay weare confident that your Honours will ſorts 
- oully indeavour the proſecution of all theſe ends defigredin; 
the Covenant. and the bringing theſe Nations unto the! 
neereſt conjunRion both in judgementand afte*i10n , eſpe=! 
cially in theſe things that concern Religion , which with; 
outall controverſiezis the readi-ſt and ſureſt way of atraining'F ' o 
and ſecuring the Peace and Proſperity ef both Kingdoms,” j 
Edinburgh 18 Tunis 1646. | G ” Þ 


Subſcribedin nime ofthe General] 
Asſembly by the Moderator, 
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T he «Aſembiies Letter to the Right Hono« | 
rablethe Lord Major Aldermen, and Common- 
Councel of tht City of London. 2 


d vs lzre and ſeaſonable teſtimony given ro the Truth 

L of the Goſpel, and your affection tothe Peace of the® 
Kingdoms , manifeſted in your humble Remonſtrance and 
Petition rothe Honorable Houſes of Parliament , hathfo 
xevivcd the remembrance of your former Faith and Zeal 

© and proclaimed you rhe worthy ſed of ſo noble anceſtorgin 
that famous City, As we cannot but acknowledge with all 
thankfulnesſe the grace of God beſtowed on you, and ſtirref} 
you up to take notice, how ſince you were precions in the 
Lords fight , you have be:n ever Honurable , The LordÞ 
hath loved.you , given men for you , and peoplefor your} © 
life: What an honour was it in the dayes of od, when theÞ | 
hre of the Lord was in Aron) and his furnace in your Jeruſa= | 
fem (even in Queen Maries dayes) that there were fondin}] 
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MY you men that loved noctheir lives unto the'death > What 


SF a glory in after time > when Satan had his Throne and 
Ml Antichriſt his] Seat in themidſt of you , 'that there were 
088” ftill found nor a few that kept their Gaitments clean? 
2H But the greateſt praiſe of the good. hand of God upon 
109 yon hath ,been in this , That amidſt th: many Miſts of 
TF Errour and Herefie which haveriſen from the bottormlefle 
ne” pit, to be-ſpot the face and darken the'glory of the Church, 
= {( while the Bride isa making ready for the Lamb ) you have 
ny held the Trueth, and moſt piouſly endeavoured the ſetling 
ee of Chriſt upon his Throne. We need not remember how 
e= "FF - zealous youhave been in the Cauſe of God , nor how you 
ny have laid our your ſelyesand eſtates in the maintenance there= 
gy ' of, - nor how many acknowledgements of the tame your 
8 have had fromthe Honourable Houſes, not how precious 

F arememwbrance will be had of you in after ages for your ſel- 

| Jing ofall to buy the Pearl of price : We only at this timetdo 
38 admire, andin the inward of our hearts do bleſſe the Lord 
{$ for your right and deep apprehenfions of the great and im= 
- portant matters of Chriſt in his 'Royall Crown, and of the 
(2 Kingdoms 1n their Union » while the Lord maketh offers to 
"2$ bringour Ship (ſo much afflifted and toffed with tempeſt ) 
" F to the ſafe Haibour of Trueth and: Peace. Right memo- 

\F_ able is your Zeal againſt Sefts and SeQaries ; your care of 
©  Keformartion, according te the word of God, and the ex- 
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wy ample ofthe beſt Reformed Churches ; your earneſt endea- 
wy vours and n@ble adventures, for preſerving of the rights and 
 priviledgesof Parliament, and Liberties of the Kingdamess 
Together with his Majefiies juſt power and greatneſle; and 
"$2 your high profeſſion , thatit_1s not in the power of any hn- 
7 mane authority to diſcharge or abſ@lve you from adhearing 


7 * 
. 


3 oþ 


z unto that our ( ſo ſokemnly ſworn ) League and Covenant» 

F © or to<nforce upon you any ſenſe contrary to rheletter of the 
ney ' ſame , Beſides your other good ſervices done unto the Lord 
T andtous, inthe ſtrengthening of the hands of the reverend 
y  Afembly of Divines , and of our Commiſſioners in their 


: 
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$ .aſſerring of the government of Chriſt , ( which the more it 

| [ be tried will be eyer found the!moreprecious Truth, and 

' 'viadicating of the fame from the uſurpaticn of man ; and 
i X 2 arrh 
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324 * The Generall - . 
comempt of the wicked, / Theſe allas they areſo many te=; 
ſimontes of your Pletie , -Loyaltie , and undaunted reſoJus: 
tion to ſtand for Chriſt ; So are they and ſhall ever be ſo mas! 
ny obligations pon us your Brethren , to eſteem highly ot: 
you inthe Lord, to bear you on our breſts before him nighele 
and day, and to contribute our beſt endeavours , and to im 
prove all opportunities for your encouragement. And now; 
we beſeechJou in the Lord , Honorable and welbeloved ,! 
goon in this your ſtrength and in the power of his might i} 
who hath honoured you to be faithful , ſtand faſt in thatli=zF 
berty wherewith Chrift hath made you free 3 And in they 


£ 


- purſuanceof this truth , we are confident , as you have , fotÞ ; 


you will never ceaſe to ſtudy the Peace and neerer corjuna-H} 
on of the Kingdoms , knowing that a threefo'd cord 1s not i | 
eaſily broken. Now the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf , andF I; 
Godeven our Farher > which hath loved and honoured you, i} 


and given you everlaſting conſolation , & good help through 


word and work. 


grace , comfort your hearts , and ſtabbſh yon 1n every goody ni 


Edmburgh 18 Tunis 


1646. Subſcribed in name ofthe g 
General Adſembly by 
the Moderator. 7 
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The Afemblies Letter to the right Revere 
the Aſſembly of Divines inthe Kirk of England 
aſſembled at Weſtmunſter. 


Much Honoured and right Reverend. 


F - y 
-I : 


, PTL | 4 w 
A Mongſt other fruits of this our precious liberty , aftet-7 
ſuch d:fliparion by Sword and Peftilence, ro meet again, 
we account 1t not the leaſt ES 6) have rhe Opportunity of mak- ? 


inga publike Declaration of our earneſt affe&ion to all our : 
brethrea of thar[Nation , and e'pecially your ſelves of the ? 
Reverend Aſſembly at VVeſtminſler. When we were lately || 
19 a Yery low condition , we may {ay that our own ſufferings 
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and fears, although imbitrered with the ſenſe 'of the Lords 


© diſpleaſure againſt our luke warmneſſe and unfairhfulneſſe 3 
bee they did not ſorake up our heart, - but that room was 
lefeto congratulate with the Lords people there in all their 
| ſucceſſes , and to*condole with them in all their dangers ; 
 Andif at any time any here ſeemed to be more jealous then 
godly jealoaſie would allow, we know 'nor how 1tcan be 
J imputed toany thingelſe , butto the vehemencie of ardent 
2 affection , and impatient defire to have our brethren there 
and usjoyned neerer co Chriſt , 'andneerer to one another in 
IF alhis Ordinances; and eſpecially is Presbyterial Govern= 
F ment, ſo well warranted by the Word, and approven by 
F experience of our own. and other reformed: Churches 3 
F Wherein your long and unwearied endeavours. have been 
J. blefled with a large increaſe , which yer hath proved ſtill 
27 2 feed unco a farther and more glorious expected harveſt, 
IF There could not be wiſh?d by mortal m*n a fairer opportu= 
ZF oity then ts caſt in your laps , being invited and” charged by 
=F fohigh an authority , to give ſo free and publike a teſtimony 
73 tothoſe rrurhs, whiek formerly mavy of the Lords preci= 
jy ousones by tengue and pen, by tears and blood have more 
i: praccly afſerred 3 The ſmalleſt of Chriſts truths (1f ir be 

ful to call any of them ſmall) 1s of greater moment, 


JF then ail che other bufinesſes thar ever have been debated 
= fince the beginning of the world to this day 3 Bur the yghe 
= Atofhonours and heavieſt of burdens is put upon you," t@ 
"FF declare out of the ſacred records of Divine Truth , what is 
=J the prerogarive of rhe Crown andextemt of the Scepter of 3 
FF 2 [eſus Chriſt, what bounds are to beſer berween Him rul= 1 
#ZF ingin his Houſe, and powerseſtabliſhed by God on Earth, 
*F- how and by whom his Houſe is to be governed , and by 
49 what wayes a reſtraint is ro be pur on theſe who would pre 
JF verthis Truth, and ſubyert the faith of many. No doubt | 
' F mountains of oppoſitions ariſe , and goofs of difficulries 
4 open up themſelves in this your way 3 Bur you-have found 
FJ it is God that girdeth-you with ſtrength and maketh you- 


eBrgnr cs 


, # ' way perfect and plain before yqu, who hath delivered, an4 
 þ dorh deliver, and will yer deliver. We need not put you 
; 1 1:mindetharas therelycthat _ rimea ſtrictiye onall, ſ. 
ur | y ; 3 : : L.4 


26 T he Generah . . I 
In aipecial manner both you anc »'c are 1ngaged tointerpal 
pur lelves berween, God and theie Kingdomes , berweat 
zhe two Nations.,-: berween the King and the People , fo 
avertivg of deſeryed wrath, for continng and increaſing 
- of a well frounded Union, for procuring as far as in wh 
lyeth.a righr ſetrling of Religion and+ Church - Governslf - 
ment; That when we ſhall ſleep wit!: our fathers \ the Paſt... 
' eiity here andabroad may be reaping thefruirs of our 2 4 
urs . y | 
|; PIO a9h fully afſured of your conſtant andſedulous proj - 
moving of rhis bleſſed Work , and of the Lords aſiiftingandfſ 
Carrying you on therein : And are confident that your late 
Experience and preſtint ſenſe of the great danger and fearlullif | 
confuſion flowing from the- riſe and grourh of Secs and 
Secaries nor ſuppreſſed , hath ſtirred up in your heartsmoltY : 
fervent defires, and carcful en:ieavours for remedying the BE 
ſame , wherein weeExhorr you ro conrinue and abound 
knowing that your labours ſh:ll not bein yain in the Lone 


oo 
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xo whoſe rich grace we commend you , and the workly 
your hands. ' | ; 


* Edinbugh 18 Tuny 1646, 
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Subſcribed in name of theſ* 
General Afﬀfembly byt'- 


bs: 


the Moderator.” 
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Recommendation to Presbyteries and | 
Provinaal Aſſemblies. ' v | 
He Aſſembly recommends to ſeveral Presbyteri : L 
and Provincial Aﬀemblies, to conſider the inter 
a. clts of particular congregations , in the calling 
and admiflion of Miniſters , withall theſe queſtions that uli 
ally fall out upon it:at occaſion; And to report their opinion 
to the next Aſſembly , with ſome fit Overrures for preventy: 
ing all conteſts in that matter. | q 


2 The Afſembly recommends to Presbyteries and Pro 


» 


yiactal Aſſemblies ro conſider all the matters referred by ' 
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Oo eAſmby; nah Tay 
| receding Aﬀemblies to the conſideration of art, hr ah % 
And to report thietr opinions therein to the next Aſſembly, 


' i 


ll AF for a publike Faſt before thenext,, . 
_- Aſſembly. IP 


3 yLUBc Aﬀembly having confidered an Att of the Aſſems © 2 
"ff . & bly 1644. Sefi. Vit, enjoyningapublike Faſt ro be keeps: , ? 
i din alltheKirks of che City where the General Aſſembly & 
'\ holds upon the firlt day of the meeting of the Aſſembly 5 © ? 
And finding ſome inconveniencies therein , Therefore ae 

this time uncil the matrer be further conſidered , Appoints. 

4 publike Faſt and Humil:ation for the Lords blefling to.<hg ; 
"mecting of the next Aſſembly , to be univerſally ebſerved \.7 
in all the congregations of this Kirk upon the Sabbath next © 7 
\ , except one preceeding the ſaid next Aﬀembly 3 The excr= 
* ciſesfor the membres of the Aſſembly at their firſt meeting , 
being ill obſerved according to the ancient and lawdable 
praftiſe of this Kirk , This appointment notwithſtanding. 


7 "Ro | _ : 


4 [ THe Aſſembly appoints the meeting of the next General 
= - Aſſembly to be at Edinburgh upen the fir#t Wedneſday 
4 74 Sad be > 
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ASSEMBLY; 
| A-T 
Edinburgh 4. Avguſt. 1647. 
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.. Auguſt. 16. 1647: Poſtmeridiem. 


77 Sell, LI. | Ty > 
LAT allowing the half of the Miniſters in tha 
7 resbyterie of Zetland only, with their Ruling ll 

Elders , to keep the Provincial Aſſembly. * 


| He General Aſſembly , Underftanding that the FF us 

:vhole Members of the Presbyterie of Zetland, **Þ < 

/Joyned to the Provincial of Caithnes and Sus i 

Se :-:r/and upon weighty conſfiderations'by the pre- 
MR ing Aſembly , cannot by pMenr art the "Þ ic 
meetings of rhar Provincial, without grear prejudice ro the FF; 

' particujar Congregarions within that Presbyrerie , and 
many other inconveniences ; That Iſle being of great di- 
ſtance 'rom Land , and the pasſage from and to the ſame 
Heivg uncerraine and dangerous : Doe therefore Declaxe and 
Ordaine, Thar the whole Miniſters and Elders of the Pres- 
bytec1e of Fet'and fhall not be tyed hereafter to com® to 
the meetings of iheir ſaid Provincial ; Bur that the half of 
Fhe number of the Miniſters with theig Ruliog yi 
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© _ eAſfembh, 1637. —32y 
all be onely oblieged ro keep the mectings of the ſaid Pro- 
Fincial Aſſembly in time coming. © | 
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JT 20. AuguF? 1647. Antemeridien, 


4 by” cA Declaration , and Brotherly Exhar« 
1 tation of the General Aſſembly of the 
F Church of Scotland, to their 


| Brethren of England. 

THe conſcience of our dutieto God obliging us to.give2 
P þ teſtimony to his Truth , and to the Kingdom of his 

LF $onne Jeſus Chrift , now ſo much reſiſted and oppoſed by - 
ZF many, and (s little owned by others : "The laudable cu= 
"FF ſome and example of correſpondency between Netghbour- 
7 ing Churches , exhorting, encouraging , and ( 1n caſe of 
F/ poblike ſcandal } admoniſhing in love one another , as 
I well as fingle Brethren ought to aumor.iſh one another 11 
F love, inthe caſe of private offence : Our ne:re: rchtionand | 
ZF more ſpecial affeftion to our Brerhren of *ngland , making 
F us ro ſympathize with rhem in their dang<: ang affi1ction as 
*2F our own , both Kingdomes being unirzdas.on? entire Body 
*F' in one Covenant, for purſuingthe common cauſe and ends 
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2F/ therein expreſſed : Yea, common reaſon and experience rn _ | 
*Þ felf reaching :s that we have no cauſe to conceive our Reli- # 
F eion, the liberties of this Church, or our ſelves to be.1n a 
F *condition of ſafery, when ever the enemies of our Religton 
F and Liberties are growing to a prevalency in tie Nezghbour 
”$ Kingdom. Any one of theſe confiderattans , much more 
'F- all of them together » cry aloud upouus to breakour filence 

T in this preſent JunQure of Afaires; yer we hope to expreſle 
1 = our ſelves both concerning the. preſent Dangers 1vd preſent. 
F Duties, as ina conſcionable and Brotherly fredome , 1o in. E 
T” gfairand in offenfive way ; for we have no pleaſure nor pug: "þ 
Wy-- 7. iN = a poſe 3 
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| poſe roprovok? afly Perſon or Party whatſoeve? ; nor to ffifori! 
ercaſe , but ro endeavour the allaying and compoſing of Wihttrelar 
preſent unhappy differences. If any ſhall offend at onr were 
Feharging our conſcience & doing our duty, yer we ſhallgh+ perl 
ther choie to take onr hazard of that, then of dif] pleaſing Gall ving; 
by negle of duty. But we hope better things, then trol rhe 
miſ-underſtood , or miſeinterpreted by ſuch as defire a can pro 
gide interpretation of their own ations or exprefſions. « {} Kir 
Firſt of all, whatſoever the preſent diſcouragemencg)} | ou: 
difficulties or dangers are» or whatſoever for the future they | we 
may be, we cannot but commemorate to the gloty of God} | anc 
and we donÞt notit ſhall be remembred to his glory inchef} © the 
Church throughout all ages , How great a ſalvation high A: 


Mighty Hand and Outftrerched Arme hath wrought for} - of 
theſe three K'ngdomes; How heltirred up the Spirirs ofhig } th 
People tn this Kingdome ten yearesagoe, ro begin to ſhy | - Ir 
of che Yoke of Prelatical ryrannie , and of PopthCerrmay ” aj 
nies obrruded upon us, contrary to the Lawes of Goda} wt 
Men; How heledus on from ſo ſmall beginnings , & from} 2 
one degree to another, till we were Unired iu a National 4 ' Þ 
Covenant ; How he gaveus a Banner to be diſplayed forthe | © 5 
Truth » and ſo bleſledus in the proſecution of that Coves | 2 
nant, that theKings Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed upon. 1 


the humble Petitions of his Loyal Subjects in this Nation. | 
to indict a General Aſſembly and Parliament for healingthe'Þ _ 
grievances of Church and State reſpe&ively , As likewiſeto | - 

grant his Royal conſent for Confirming and Ratifying. by Þ 
Adsof Parliament our National Covenant , -& the Govern- ||. 
ment and Liberties of this Church. After which the new | 
Troubles raiſed againſt us by the malice and treaChery of our 
enemies , did occaſion the firſt expedition of this Nationine Þ 
to England, (upon which followed the calling of the Parlian {+ 
menr there , and the large Teaty) andin the iflue, there- I. 

turn of that Army was with an Olive branch of Peace, |} 
and not withaut the beginnings of a Reformation in England: |}. 
In which work while the Parltamenr was interrupted and op- } 
ofed, anda bloody War begun with great ſuccefle on that Þ 

| 6de which oppoſed the Parliament and the begun Reforma--Þ 
tion, from whence alſo did accrew great adyantage to the 

a 2 Dogiſh. 
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Popiſh Party ( whereof the Ceſſation.dF Arms concluded.in | 
Wtreland may be in ſtead of many.teſtimonies;) Commitſoners 
r&Þ yere ſent hither from both Houſes , earneſtly invitipg and 
Il perſwading toa nearer Union of the Kingdomes, ang defir» 
Sad -ing Afiſtance from this Narion to their Brethren 1n that 
obÞ their great diſtrefſe 3 And this by the good Hand of God 
ca produced the (olemne League and Covenant of rhe three 


q 2 


FF Kingdomes, ro theterrour of the Popith and Prelarical party 
neg) our common Enemies, and tothe great comtort of fuch as 
heyy were wiſhing and waiting for the Reformation of Religion, | 
dd. J © and the recoyery of jult Liberties. And although for 
the - rhe conjunttion of the Kingdomes in Covenant , and 
tet Armes (benga ſpeciall means tending to the extirparion 

ef - of Popery, and trengthening the rrue Reformed Religion; 
bis 4  thi-Kingdome hath been invaded and infelted by the bloody 

I Irich Rebels aided and firengthened by ſome degenerate 
” and perfidious Countrey-men of our owne : Although alſo 

LY inErpland.here were not wanting incendiaries , who hating 
p44 - and envying nothir g more then the Union of the Kingdo= 
[4 | mesinſucha Covenant, were very vigilant to catch; and 

| aftive to improveall occaſions of making diviſive motions , 
«1 2nd creating Nationall Differences Yet God - hath been 
1 graciouſly pleaſed to break our Enemies ftrength at Home 
24 | whenit wasgreateſt, and to guide us through theſe Jealous. 
81 fies and Differences fomented'by diſaffected Perſons be- 
of - tween the Kingdomes; So thar in ftead of a ſplitting upon” 

FS theſe Rocks ( the thing hoped for by our Enemies) there 

was a peaceable and triendly parting : Since which time 
God hath further bleſſed our Army at Home , to ths 
expelling ofthe Enemie out of ow own Borders. Nor 
' can we paſle in filence the happy progrefſe which hath been 
made in the Reformation of the Church of England; He 
that hath brought the Children to the birth , <an allo give 
ſtrenzrh to come forth; And hee whoſe hand did caſt our 
/ Prelacie and the Book of Common Prayer ( although 
ſtrongly rooted in ſt:nding Lawes3 ) and wio enclined 
the Parliament of England to owne no other Chnrch Go- 
vernment bur the Prcsbyterial , ( Though it bee not yer 
fully ſertled accordingto the Wora of God , and the on 
| | ampic 


A. hs, 4  TheGenerall ; 
- ample of the beſt Reformed Churches) can as eaſily enl 
Cline when hee thinks good both the King and them , and 
the body of that Kingdome toa thorow and perfe& Refors 
mation.  'He thar made the Asſemblies and Parliamentsof 
| both Kingdomes to agree upon one directory for the Pubs 
like Worſhip of God, canalſo when he will make an as 
greement in the other Parts of Uniformitie , Confeilion 
of Faith, form of Church Government, and Catechiſme ; 
2 Jnall whichthere hath beenealſoa good progreſſe rhade in} 
--: FheReverend and Learned Afemblie of Divines through F ne 
-_ thegoodhand of God (o long upon them, ; IF 


. Having now ſeen ſo much of God bork in the begine”Y. 
_  Ringandpregresſe of this his great Work, And his Hand ha- 
- ying done ſo wondrous things for his People in their greareſt =} 

- extermuties of danger, and having diſcovered and defearet} 
#he plors of Enemies, making them fall even iby their own. | 
Counſlels ; Theſe things wee reſolve to keep Rill fixedvin © 
gur hearts, and as memorials before oor eyes, that remem\. 
bring the Works of the Lord + and the Years of the Riptit®? 
Hand of the moſt Hi 
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progresſ{eas hath been made in the Work ; Ha ving {t1]] con- 8 
fidence in the Almighty , to whom nothing is impoſlible or Þ* 
too hard, thateyery Mountaine which doeth or ſhall ſtand 
In the way ſhall become a plaine » and that the Head-ftone "heb 
ſhall bee brought forth with ſhoutings of Joy , Grace, Grave | 
unto it, |  - 

\Neverthelesſe, we are alſo very ſenſible of the great and , Þ 
zmminent dangers into which this Common Cauſe of Reis * 
gion1s nowbrought by the growing and ſpreading of moſt 
dangerous errours in Enpland,to the obſtructing & hindering 
of the begun Reformation,as namely ( beſide many others) 
Socinianiſme, Arminianiſme, Anabaptiſme, Antinomianiſme 
Browniſme , Eraſtianiſme, Independency , and that which 
15 called(byabuſe ef the werd) Liberty of Conſcience, being * 
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deed Liberty of Errour , Scandall » Schiſme z F erefie- 
ng onouring God , oppoſing the Truth, hindeging K eto 
ormation 3 and ſeducing others ; Whereunts we 2dde thoſe 
off Nullifidians, or men of no Religion , cemwenly calied 
I Seckers : Yea, wee cannot but leok upon the Dangers of 
-the true Reformed Reſigion in this Iſland, as greater now 
1 then before; Not onely for that thoſe very principles & fun» 
324 dawentals of Faith which under Prelacy, yea, under Popery 
ni i elf, were generally received as uncontroverted » ae 
i117 now by the Scepticiſme of-manySectaries of this time either 
2F oppugned', or called in queſtion 3 But alſo , becauſe in 
J. flead of carrying on the Reformation towards perfeCGion » 
4} that which hath: beene already built is in part caſt down, ' 
JF andin danger to be wholly overthbrowne through the ende- 


b 2 


e- | avours of SeCtaries ro comply with many of the Prelaticall 
14 and Malignant , andeven the Popiſh party 3 and their joyt- 
1 4 1pgand in hand, and caſting in their lots, and interwea= / 
vs their intereſts together in way of Combination, a= #3 
10.2 2 


24 gaibſt the Covenant and Presbyteriall Government; Yea, 
4 weunclean ſpirit which was caft out, is about ro enter a- 
= F-gane with ſeven other fpirits worſe then himſelfe, and ſo 
4 xhe latter end like to be worſe thenthe beginning. 

J- Weare extremely ſorry that we have cauſe to aggravate 


” 
”* 


2þ theſe evils from the crying fin of breach of Covenant, Whe=- 
$-7cof if we ſhould hold our peace, yet according to the 
Word of the Lord; other Nations will ſay, and many 
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7 among them do ſay, Wherefore hath the Lord done thus 


5 unto this People ? and what meaneth the heat of this grear 


"4-anger? And they anſwer one another , Becauſe they have for- 
þ fakenthe Covenant of the Lord their God. We would not be 
- F underſtood as if we meant either to Juſtifie this Nation , or 
_F tochargeſuchaſfin upon all in that Nation- We know the 
' 4 Covenant hath been in divers particulars broken by many in 
J both Kigdomes, the Lord pardon it, and accepta Sacri- 
+ fice; And wee doe not doubt but there are wany ſeven 
+ thouſapds in England who haye not onely kept themſelves 
FF. uoſported , and retained their integrity in rhat buſineſle z 
|: butdoealſo mourne and groane before the Lord for thatſin 
1+ vfothers, Yet we ſhould bur deny our own ſence and betray, 
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the Truth, if we ſhould not reſent ſo greata fintie 2h 
danger , as is the breach ofaſelemne Covenant » {wor 
wirh hands lifred up tothe moſl High God : Whick breas 
hov:ever varniſhed over with ſome colourable and handſom 
prete<xts, one whereof is theLiberty & Tommon Right 
the free People of England, as once Saul b:ake a Covena 
with the Gibeonire+ , In bis Aeal to the Children of Ifrael and Tu 
dah: Yer God could not then, and cannot now be mocked 
Yea, 1tisx00 apparent and undeniable, that among thoſ8 BY 
who did tike the Covenant of. the three Kingdomes , ag We< 
there are many who haye given themſelves to adereſtable mori 
indifferency or neuttalitie » fo there is a Generati Ut don 
which "tath maae defeCtion to the contrary Part z Perſecuts' the 


ing as far as they could char true Reiormed Religion, in 
Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline. and Government, which oe 
by the Covenant they ought to preſerve againſt the commons pete 
Enemies; hindering and reſiſting the Reformation and. 

Uniformity , which by the Covenant ought ro bee endeadÞ} 

voured; preſerving and toleratingthoſecurſed things which ** 
by the Covenant ought 50 be extirpate, Herefie and Schiſay 


me » encroaching upon, yea offerin? violence unto the 
Rights, Priviledges, and Authority of Magiſtracie z Prqs 
tecting and aſſiſting ſuch as by the Covenant ought to have 

heen brought to condinge tr1all and puniſhment , and per® 
ſecuting thoſe who by the Covenant ought to be aſſiſted and 
defended; Endeavouring al{oa breach in ſtead of a_firms 
Peace and Union between the Kingdomes: So tharthere i835: * 
not atty one Article of the Solemne League and Covenant” 
which hath not been ſinfully and dangerouſly violated bes 7 | ha 
fore Cod, Angels, and Men. Now if a Covenant for: © 
the Preſervation and Reformation of Religion, the Mains Þ 
tenance and. Dfence of Liberties was juſtly chought'la 
fit and excellent mean . not only to firtngthew and fortifie the } ? 
Kingdomes againft th? common Eneane of the true Refor- } 
med Religion, 'publ: ke Peace and Proſperity 3 Butalſos Þ: 
zo acquire the favour of Almightie G O D towards the thre: |. 
Rimgdomes > of i'mgland , Scotland, and Ireland , as 15 ex- | 
presſed in the Ordinance of the Lords and Commons. : 


Jor ws taking of the Covenant , dazed Februny2. 1643, | | 


Surely - 
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jjely then the Autaors and chief Inſtruments of the breach 
of thar Covenant , are to be looked upon as thoſe whe 
2688 ffengrhen the hands of the common Enemie , and provoke 
hewrath of Almighty God againft theſeKingdomes. Yea, 
this Covenant was the Soveraigne and onely meanes of the recoved 
yof-theſe embroiled bleeding Kingdoms, as is expreſſed irr 
the exkortation of the Aſſembly of Divines to the taking of 
[theCovenant, approved and ordered*o be Printed by the 
Houſe of Commons 3 The deſpiſing , refuſing, and caftin 
of a6de of that renftdy + muſt needs render the diſcaſc mach 
IJ more deſperate. Andif by the Declaration of both King= 
on domes jonyed in Arms? Arm 1643. ſuch as would nor take 
& the Covenant , were declared rode publike Fnemies to their Re- 
14 ligion and Countrey , and that they are tobe cenſured and punisbed as 
wel profeſſed Adverſaries and Malignants, Who ſeeth not now a 
! W falling away frem theſe firſt Principles and Profeſſi- 
\4$ 00s, among theſe who eithe? magnifieand cry up , or atleaſt 
a2 connive at and comply with ſuch as have not raken the Co- 
44 yenanr , yea, are known Enemiesto it, and cry downſuch 
(J ware moſt zealous for it-7 : 
a8 lnthis caſe, while in the Neighbour Kingdom, the ftaves 
227 of Beauty and Bands, Covenant 8 Brother-hood are broken 
Eby mat:y , the horne of Malignants and Setaries exaked , 
the beſt affeRted born down , Reformarion ebbing , Hereſie . 
and Schiſme flowing 3 It can hardly be marvelled at by an 
®Perſon of prudence and diſcretion, if we be full of ſuc 
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= afily a Gangrene in the one half of this [{land may ſpread 

0 through the whole 3 Knowing alſo the inveterate and: inſa= 
+ tiable malice of the Enemies of this Cauſe and Covenant 
FJ againſt this Church and Kingdome ; which we cannot be 
 $ - ignorant of, unleſſe we would ſhut our eyes & ſtop our ears. 
J; Ourpreſent purpoſe leadeth us to touch ſomewhat of the 
Fr Frocerdings of the Army in England this Summer , ſo fat as 
- Religion 1s therein cqncerned; As we are confident, #- 
2 vers have gone a long with them in the ſimplicity of rheir 
JF boarts , Ewe preſume not to judge the thoughts &inten- 
= tions 
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tions of any, I being Gods owne prerogative ; to briagI4 
counſels of the hearts; Soit cannot be denied , that iipMI Chu! 
theſe paſſages and proceedings hath followed the intertugÞ the ! 
ingof the ſo much longed tor Reformation of Religion , @I #fP: 

he ſerling of Presbyteriall government, and of the ſupprb&] {mt 
fing ofhereſies and dangerous errors, ( which works the 
Parliament had taken in hand ) the retarding and delayij 
the relief of Irelaud , the ſowitig of the ſeeds of anothet War 
in England, the {trengthning ofthe hayd of the Malignant&) fem 
Epiſcopall party , the weakning and, wounding®borh off hog 
Magiſtracy and Miniſtery # In all which , whether the ab Fai 
my bee blamelefle jand innocent, from miniſtring occaf by Iore 
toſofgreatevils , or whether there be not cauſe for the = *Kir 
repent and do thefirſt works, and to praftiſe more of that} the 
love , moderation , atid meektiefſe of Spirit, and of that} not 
zeal againſt Malignants and Prelaricall perſons, whichthey4 


6 
- © 


have from | the binning profefl:d , - and the want whe of. ſta 
( when ſuſpededin others) they did ſo much cenſure; of fu 
whether there be ſuch aching among them, as adjoy nd | -ho 
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with rhoſe againſt whom, and againſt thoſe with whom'J 
the Covenant wastaken 3 We leavethem in all theſe tothe}. di 
ſearch and examination of their own conſciences, that iy} to 
way ſtand or fall unt@God. Forour part , we cannot onsf dt 
ceive.how the Propoſals of that Army for ſerling of a P« xc6þ- Si 
doin point of Religion confiſt with the ſolemn Leaguean&Y v 
Covenant, or with the Propoſitions of Peace, formenly} - 

agreed upon by both Kingdomes ; there being ſo conſides}/ 


rable omiſſions of divers. materiall defires contained in. 
' thoſe fortner Propoſitions , concerning the abolition of} r 
Prelacy, 3 concerning the injoyning of the taking of the x 
Covenant by all his Majeſties Subjects , under ſuch penal 1 
ries as the Parliaments ſhou!d agree upon ; concerning}. t 
the ſetling of Religion in England and Ireland , accord} i 
( 
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ing to the Covenant, im ſuch manner as both Houſes of Þ 
Parliamear ſhall agree on , after advice had with the}. 


Aſembly of Divines , concerning the ſerling ofuniformi«Þ; 
ty between the Churches of God in both Kingdomes , A | 
NE - cotdÞ 
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$WÞ9brding to rhe Covenant , in ſuch manner as ſhall be agreed 

teJ- 60 by both Houſes of the Parliament of Exgland, and by the 

MIChurch , and Kingdome of Scotland ; after advice hid with 
| the Divines of bath Kingdomes ; Alſo concernig an Act 
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of Parliament to confirm the calling and fitting of the Aſ- 
*&mbly of Divines: All which , with ſome other particu 

BI rs concerning Religion, expreſſed in the former Propo- 

ind ftions , if they ſhould now be omitted inthe ſerling ofa 
Va Peace, the progrefſe already made , nor only in the Aſs 
e&f fembly of Divines, burin the Houſesof Parliament in ſet- 
off hog Presbyteriall Government , with the Confeſſion o 


Arq Faith , yea the Directory of publike Worſhip ( though - 
onf 2oreed upon by the Aﬀſemblies and Parliaments of both 
it] Kingdomes) ſhall bee bur ſo muchloſt labour. But beſide 

X74 theſe omiſſions it may be juſtly doubred whether there be 
at] notin theſe Propoſals ofthe Army , ſomewhar for Epiſcos 
& 4 pocy, aud againſt tbe Covenant 3 For wee cannot under= 
of ſtand the eleventh Propoſall, inany other ſenſe, bur that 1t 
or fuppoſerh the continuance of the Ecclefaſtieal office of Bis- 
084 hops or Prelats, as wellas of any other CharchOfficers, and 
my  taketh no more from the Prelats,but coe:cive power otjuril- 
bel dition extending to civIlpenalties, which indeed belongeth 
ey. tono Ecclefiſticall Officers. In the'rwelfch Propoſall, wee 
04 donor ſee, how it can ayoid or ſhun thetoleraton.ofPoperys 
#4 Superſtition, Herefie, Schiſme, Profanneſſe, or whatſoever 
n&y works of darknefle ſhall be radiſed fby ſuch as diſpiſe the. 
is | opp qurers of God in the Church,& have the moſt uti» 

30 lawful and wicked meetings elſe where under a profeflion of 
ny. Religious duties, exerciſes or ordinances. From the thir- 
"6 tecnthPropoſall,we can make no other reſult,bur that ih ſte= 
hel” ad of erjoyning rhe taking of the Covenant under ſuch pe- 
12" nalticsas the Parliaments in their wiſdome ſhall a gree upon, 
ll the former 9rdinance of Parliament enjoyning the taking of 
1} - it,is deſired to be repealedrand then what may beerbe danger 
9 


= 


WS 


of thoſe that have taken,or ſhall rake an oath of tharkinde,not 


ic, enjoyned nor ratified by authority, wee leave it to be judged 


i= by thoſe who know beſt the Lawes of that Kingdome. 
= . One rang more wee cannot 'paſſe , that whereas in the 


4] Armics Declaration , ge Repreſertatiog:gthe Purlanenls 
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daredJuner4 1 647. they mention their Brethren of Scotlan: Ki 

as having proceeded in the vindication 2nd defence of their: 

Juſt rights and liberties , much higher then that Army hath; 
done; Wee are neceffitated to ſay this much for - lkaring of} - 
theſe proceedings 1n this Nation reffetted upor : They:of 

_ this Church and Kingdom who joyned together and aflocige! 
ted themſelves inrhis Cauſe, firſt by humble Petitions, and. 
afterwatds by Covenant , were (o far from ſligtiting or bre-' 

_* aking that Covenant which was taken , rhat it was the ipe« 
cial viſible charaQter by which the friends of the Caule were Þ 
diſtinguiſhed from the enemies the1eof andithey wereſo I 

fan from crying down the Miniſtery and Eccieafticall AGY , 
ſemblies, or from diſobeyingany Orders cr Gommands of | + 
Parliament, that a Generall Aſſembly of the ©hurch/; and | 
a Parliament , were two chief Heads of rhe:r Petirionsand Þ. 
deſires, at that time when they had neither; And when + 
they had obtained a Generall Afembly and Parliament, 
they chearfully ſubmitted ro both reſpecr;vely. « þ 


And now the dangers of Religion in this [Iland being (6; 
great , as there hath been Jarely a Solemne Humilitazion 
throughour this Land , upon/ occaſion of theſe great and} 
growing dangers 3 10 we cannot but ill Jook upon themasÞ 

' matters of frequent Prayer and Humiliation ro our ſelves; 
as well 'as our Brethren in England, there being 'muchÞ} 
finin both Kingdomes procuring zl} thisevill, and juſtly} 
deſerving theſe , and heavier judgen:ents. And asweel}: 
defire in the firſt place to be humbled for our own ſins» 
and the ſins of this Nation , ſo we truſt, our Brethren willfÞ 
bee willing to be put in minde of the necefliry of their Hua 
miliation and Repertance for the Nationall ſins of that}: 
Kingdome ; which wee ſhall wiſh rather to be ſadlycondÞ 
ſidered by them, then expreſſed by us. One ching wel 
are confident of, that God hath hada ſpeciall comrover} 
ſie againſt his People of old for the ſim of a broken Covesl 
nant , and unwillingnefle to bee Reformed and Purged 

according to the Word of the Lord; and thar till rheſe 
{innes were acknowledged and repenred, his couroverſie}- 
did not takean end, We are nolefle confident that the 


; godly ang well affeted vill in readernefic of coalgicace tie 
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EF -mely ſearch our, weigh well,mourn for, and tidy to regjov© 
2 all rhe cauſes of che Lords preſent. controverfie avainſt that 
Fj Nation, What the honourable Houſes of Parliamepr hav® 
F - to bee humbled for,and to reform or amend, the. have been 


-( and we truſt ſtill are ) put in minde by ſuch asare Ambaſſa- 
dours to them in Chriſts ſtead at their ſolemn chunvkartons., 
For our part , as we have alwayes mentioned them th our 
*prayers, with thanksgivings alſo' in their behalfez; ſo. we 
-now muſt humbly beſeech: the Lord, to dire&-and blefſe 
76 theta, andin their preſent difficulties to-keep rhem:by. his 
ſo | . - Grace from all finfull compliance, eſpecially from eſtabliſh- 
a], inginiquity bya Law , to ſhew them why he conendeth 
of | - with chem , that the true cauſe of his controverſie: may be 


nd] _ xemoved, and thar the glory ofhis Name ; the iKingdome , 
nd - Crownand Scepter of his Son. Jeſus Chriſt, with his Word, 
xn1+ Lawes, Ordinances, Trueth, Miniſters., maybe yet more 
nt, Afetbyin their eyes. thar they alſo way finde:avfurther: per- 
Jy foermanceofthe Word ofthe Lor-'; Exalt herandbe shall pro- 
motethee, And , themthat honour mee, 1 will honour. **:. © © 
We ſhall now by the mercies of God, and in_the-bowels 
of Jeſus Chriſt , earneſtly beſeech all thoſe of wharſoever 
quality or condition in England, who have entred into the 
ſame League and Covenanc with us, and eſpecially the Hou- 
ſes of Parliament » the City ef. Londen ,, and Aſſembly of 
Divines , that with ſound Humiliation, fervent Prayer , 
and making ſure their Peace with God, they may joyne all 
care, faithfulneſſe and zeal, to hold faſt the profeilion of 
their Faith without wavering , againſt the many -herefies and 
errorsof thefe times ; that they may according to their pla- 
at Ces and callings endeavour to the urmoſt of their power to 
nl prevent ar hinder the laying afide or ſlighting of the Coye= 
Fell nant, the re-eſtabliſhmeat of Epiſcopacy, and che toleration 
er] of Popery . Prelacy, Herefie-, Schiſme , Superſtition, or 
Profanneſſe, and nor ſuffer themſclves,directly or indirectly, 
by whatſoever combination , perſwaſion or tecrcur , tobee 
divided and withdrawn from: thar bleſſed Union and Sacred 
Covenant , either to the contrary fide , or to a neutrality 
+3n this Cauſe, which ſo much . concerneth the glorie of 
King, the good of the Kipgdomes , 20d the Honour of the 
EI Y 2 Hongs 
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Kings butallthe dayes of their lives zealduſly and conftayy-, | 
1y courinue therein agiigſt all oppoſition , and promote the | 
ſame according to their power againſt all lets and impedi® |. 
ments. whatſoever, which things both they and wee have |, 
ſolemnly and in the fight of God ſworn unto; And as we dee |; 

fired them to reſt confident of rhe conſtancy of their Hrethren © 

in this'Nation, in adhering to that Covenant in all the Artie 
cles rhereof, which we ſhallby the Grace of Thrit (without . J ' 


" which we are nothing ) ſincerely, really, ard conſtantly 
- purſue and promote, fo faras concerneth our Places and 
» Callings; uſing our utmoſt endeavours towards the ſup- 
4 2a mp of thoſe errors, which have ſo dangerouly bort Re- 


igion in this Ifland : So, weexpet confidently the like of | 

* . -our Brethren in England united in Covenant with us, and _ 
. that whatever they may have cauſe to fear or bee called to 

ſuffer ; yerthe Lord will ſo ſtrengthen them by his grace » 


- as thatthey may be able ro ſay, All this is come upon us yet 
: Date we not for pocten thee , neither have we dealt falſely in thy Co- 

Tenant. And here is thewiſdome and patience of the Saints, 
: tochooſe _— rather then iniquity , to do duety in rhe 
 wotſtof times, and to truſt God withevents,and in ſo doing, 
to hope to the end and wait upon the Lord , until! hee plee 
ad their cauſe and execute judgement for them : . So ſhall 


. they bee more purified and not mae blacker (as, alas, | 


ſomeare) but whiter 1n times of rryall. 

More particularly , wee dodefire that Presbyteriall Go- 
yernment may be ſerled and put in practiſe through out thar 
Kingdom, according to the Word of {50d,, and example 
of the'beſt Reformed Churches: for withontthis wee know 
no other proper and effectuall remedy againtt the preſent 
dangers of Religion there or for purging the Church from 
ſcandals, which are deſtruQtive either ro ſound DoCtrine, 
or toGodlineſſe : And herein we are confident , the expe= 
rience of all the Reformed Churches will bear winefſe with 
us. Nordo we doubtbut in Exglandalſo, time and expe» 
rience will more and more commend, not only the beau=- 
tifull order , but the great utility, yea, neceſfiity of this Go= 
yernment, anddiſpellallthe clouds of all Pegs and preju- 
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ought therefore to beware of ſpeaking evill ofthe things 
| they underſtand not. Yer we would not have our zeal for 
| Presdyteriall Government miſ-underſtood , as ifit rended 
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Wh 


Wherefore paſtng-all ſath-calumnics, whiche cannot bitr.by © 


F 


ire ts: far from hindering or excluding our duety to the. 


*r 4% 


And wee earucltly wiſh his Majeſties Royall heart may bee! | 


Þorh 
Peace 


good of his people, '* 


\\irgitit 


766 Soug of prailvinthe mouths of his people, Amen, 
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40go) That the Covenant ard Presbyreriall Government. 


Rittg!” thar it'is thereby very much ftrengchened and fip= i 


wel for the cltabliſhmenr -of bis own ' Throne, as for the! | 
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rall ® Sembly for, Stcret and Private Warchips aud 
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m0 Peg ns "maxi Familie Worship, 
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yy Arun Afembly, afrer marure'deliberations doth | 
_ 41 approve the following Rutesand Directions , for ches | 
+H#hiag' Picty.,and; preventing Divifiowand: Schiſnie,, and | 
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orced# for 'our giving to God what 1s Gods doth not | 


by b- \ 


Eine its, but help us,” rogive unto Cxfar whar is Cafars: |. 
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Now 'the Prince of Peace Himſelf, grant his afflited | 


AP for obſer ving' the DiretFions of the Genes | 


-ddthappoinr Viniftersand Rnling Elders in each Congre- | 
Factor to-take ſpecizftcare that theſe-DixeRions be obſerved i} 


and followed; Ag likewiſecharPresbyteties and Provinciall | 


Sgt | { & + Synods j 
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; eAſſembly, 1647. ; 
JF Synods enquire and nake tiyall whetherthe ſaidsDireRti- . 
F ons bee duzly obſerved in their bounds, and reteproveor 
*þ cenſure '(accerding tothe quality ofthe offence) ſuch as 
- fhallb:e found io bereproveable or cenſurable therein. And 
F$ r0:ihe©nd tha: theſe Dire&ions may nor be rendred ineffe- 
3 Ruili and unprofitable among ſome through the uſuallneg=: 
4} kctof thevery tubſtance of the duty of Family Worſtyp, 


os. " 4 * 
Hl pi - - vos *; - 6 Or Hed Y WF +; 7 
= 


The Afſembly dorh further require and appoint Miniſters 
and Ruling Eliers , ra make diligent ſearch and enquiry in 
the Congregations committed ro their charge reſpectively, 
wherher -there bee 3mong them any Family or Families 
whicn ui* ro neglect ins ueceſlary duty; Andif any ſuch 
Family b2 found, che head of that Family is to be firſt ad- 
. maonithed privately ro amend this faulr 3 And in Caſe of his 
continuing therein , he is ro be grayely and ſadly reproved 
by the Setiion. - After which reproof , if he be found ſtyl 
ro __ Familie Wotthip , Let him befor his obſtinacy, 
10 tnchan oitence , ſuiptnded and debarred from the Lords 


- * Supper, as beingyuitly eſteemed unworthy ro communicate 
_ "'gherela till he amend. wo Nec 
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The Dire&ions of the Generall Afcembly,for . 


_ Secret and Private Worship & matuall edifications | 
for cherishing Piety, for maintaining Unitie, . 
and avoiding Schiſme and Diviſion, 


mee the »ublike Worſhip in Congregations, merci- 
fally eſtabliſhed in this Land , ingreat purity 3 Itisex- 
pedienrand neceſſary , that Secret Worſhip of each perſon 
alone, and Private Worthip of Families be prefled and ſer 
-up: Thar with Nationall Reformation the profeffionjand 
- on of Godlinefſe both Perſonall and Domeſtick bee ade 
”" Vanced. | 
I. And firſt for Secrer Worſhip; Iris moſt neceſſar, that 
gycry one apart and by themſelves be givento Prayeraud 
as T4: Mcdgte 
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Meditation, The unſpeakable benefit whereof 'is beſt known eur! 
r0 Gem who are moſt exerciſed therein : This being the, WMihe! 
mathe whereby ina ſpecial way communion with God 1s en- Meme 
tertained , and right preparation for all other duties obrain« Whig t 
edz And rtheretoreit becometh jnot onely Paſtors, within Wn 3 | 
their ſeverall Charges ,. to prefle Perſons of all ſorts to per- ! vi ha 
forme this dutie Morning and Evening , and at other occa® Wyequ 
ſions, buralfoit is incumbent to the heid of every Family, F-1V. 
xo have a care that both themſelves & all within their charge We F; 
þe daily diligent herein. Uo 
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made to make all the Familie fear, leſt the ſame or a woxſe 
judgement befall chem, unlefſ- they beware of the fin that 


procured 
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yeored ir: And finally i any duery be required, or com- 
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6 Mheld forth in a promiſe , uſe may beemade to ſtirre up 
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- Mk:wſclves ro1mploy Chriſt for ſtrengeh.to enable them for - 
Whog che commanded duty , and to appy the offered com- 
5 In all which the Maſter of the Familie isto have the 
ufhand , And any member of the Familie may propene 
wequeſtion or doubt for r:ſolution. | 


[4 


x Þ1V. The head of the Family is ro take carethat noneof 


© Shie Familie withdraw himſelf from any part of Familie 


| 
- 
> 
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k 
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F meal, or otherwiſe with them upon ſome lawfull occa« 


_IoMip; And ſeeing the ordinar performance of all the 


%* 


2 
Bo 


Ares of Familywortſhip belongeth properly to the head of 
Je Family, The Minifter is roftirre up ſuch asare lafie, 
F ren up ſuch as. are weak to a fitnefle for theſe exerci- 
Fes. Ir being alwayes free ro perſons of qualitie to enter- 
ZI ninone approven by. the Presbyterie for performing Ea- 
*Inilie Exerciſes And in other families where the head of 
the Familie is unfit, that another conſtantly reſiding in 
Ip Familie appraven by the Miniſter and Seſſion , may be 
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4 imploycd in that ſervice; Whereia rhe Miniſter and Sef= 


=} fon are to be countable ro the Presbyterie, - And if a 


- 


£3 
LY 
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1 Miniſter by divine pravidence bee brought to any Fae 
I mille , It is requiſite, that at,no time be conveen a part 
*F of the Familie. for Worſhip ſecluding the reſt ; Excepr 


Le 


.# phogalar Caſes, ſpecially concetnivg theſe parties , which 
"Thin 


1 {io Chriftian prudence ) need not » or qughr not to bee 
+0 imparted to athers. | 
#7 V. Let no Idler who hath no particular calling , or 
nerant Perſon under: pretence of a calling , be ſuffered 
erform worſhip in Families, to or for theſame : Secing 
SSpcrſons rainted with errours or aiming at diviſion, may 
F be ready ( after that manner ) to creep into houſes 
F and lead captive filly and unſtable ſouls. 
- VI. AtFamily Worſhip a ſpeciall care is to be had 
that each Familie keep by themſelves: Neither requi-» 
$ ring, inviting, nor admitting perſons. from divers Famt= 
'Þ lies; Unleſſe jr be theſe who are lodged with them or at 


fon, | 


4 
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VIE Whatſoever hath beenthe effets and fruizay 
meeunys of perſons of divers, Families in the times 
Evrruption or trouble {in which caſesmany things are cg 
mendable , which otherwiſe are not tolerable) Yet w 
$209 hath blefſed us with Peace and the purity of 

oſpel, ſuch meetings of perſons of divers Famil 
{ except tn the caſes mentionedin theſe DireQions) all 
t09'be diſapproved , as rending to the hinderanee of ' thi: 
Religious exerciſe of each Familie by it ſelf, ro the prejidic@ 
dice of the publike Miniſtery, ro the renting of the inlll;qj 
hes of particular Congregations» and- (1n progreſle:/ wo 
ime) of the whole Kirk: beſides many eff:znces which mail v7 
cotne tacreby, to the hardning of the hearts of carnall me ph; 
and grief ofthegodly. . - . A. of cope 

V HL. On the Lords Day , afterevery one ofthe Fanilll ;;; 
ly apart , -and the whole Family rogether have ſought'thll Jail 

,ord (tn whole hands the poeparntion of mens hearrs are 7 
rofirthem for the pubiicke Worſhip , and to bleſſe co rhewlfl jg 


the publike Ordinances ; The Maſter of the Familie oi ou in 
ro take care thatall within his charge repair to the pt 1 BT 


Worſhip , that he and they may joyne with the reſt oft 
Congregation; And, the publike Worſhip being finiſhed} 
afcer prayer , he ſhould take an account what they bave hall ze. 
ard, Andrhereafcer to ſpend chereſt of the rime which the *; 
may {pare,jin Carechiſing and in ſpirituall conferences upayſ}) 

the Word of God; Orelle ( going apart) they oughrl++; 
apply themiſelvesro hems opt n mm » and ſecret prayehÞ4; 
that they may confirmeand increaſe their Communion wi nl 2; 
God ; Thar ſo theprofit whichthey found inthe publileh- 


r 


Ordinances may bee cheriſhed and promoved , and they}; 


more edified unto erernall life, 'T rh 
| IX. So manyascan conceive prayer ; ought to make ule} * 
of thar gift of God : Albeit theſe who are rudeand weaker 

' may begin ata ſerform of prayer ; Bur ſo, asrhey bee nh '$ 
fuggith in ſtirring up in themſelves ( according to ther 

; daily neceflities ) the ſpiric of prayer, which is given roll]. 
"the children of God in ſome meaſure. To waich effet,}.. 
they ought ro bee the more fervent and frequent in ſecreg} | | 
prayer to God, for enabling of cheir hearts to concen [- 

| and}. 


* 
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grheirtongues toexpreſſe convenient defires to God for. 
gr Familie.  Andinthemean time, for their greater en- 
Wragement , let theſe. 'materialls of payer be meditared: 
jon, and made | np as followcth. ' | 
WLetthem conteſſe ro God how unworthy they are ro come- 
His 'preſence, and unfic to worſhip his Majeſty ; And: 
, ihercfore carneſtly ask of God the ſpirit of prayer. ($66. 
_ © They are to confeſſe their fins, and rhe fins ofthe Family: 
rating , judging, and'condemning themſelves forthem, 
I © %xh bring their ſouls toiome meaſure of true huml-: 
- MARLON» . 
[$They are to- pour outthir ſouls to God, inthe Name of 
"IF Chriſt , by rhe ſpicir, for forgivinefle of fins , for Grace to! 
0 repen* to believe, and te live foberly', righteouſly , and 
'» and that rhey may ſerve God with joy and delight 1n- 

king before him. 


Wi They are to givethanksto God for his many merciesro- 


"Y oor”: and to themſelves. and eſpecially for bislove: 
24 1 Chriſt , aud forthe hght of the Goſpel. ge 


”Y 


os 5: They are to pray for ſuch particular benefits , Spirituall: 


abdTemporall, as they ſtand in need of for the time, (whee: 
#herirbe Morning or Evening) as health or fickneſle,jproſ- 
[Feritie or. adverfitie, | | OSes” 
"IT - They ovghbr topray for the Kirk of Chriſt in general, for 
BF all the Reformed Kir ks, and for this Kirk in particular, and 
BY tor all that ſuffer for the Name of Chriſt for all our. Supe- 
I" tours, The Kings Majeſty, the Queene, and their Child- 
4 zen , for the Magiſtrares , Miniſters, and whole body of 
Ty thc Congregation whereof they are members, as well for 
FF their Neighbours abſcorin their lawfull affaires,as for thoſe 
+& that are at home. 
$  Theprayer may be cloſed with an carneſt deſire, that God 
- may be glorified in the comming of the Kingdome of his 
| Son, andin thedoingof his wil; And with aſfurancetbat 
"4 themſclves are accepted , and what they have asked accor= 
4 ding to his will ſhall be done. | 
*J: X.. Theſeexerciſcs onghr to be performed in great fir 
4 ceritie withour delay , laying aſide alt Exerciſes of woridly 
T dufineſſe or hinderances, Notwithſtanding the ens} of 
RE. : ATIELS , 
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Atheiſts, and profane men ; In reſpeCt ef the groey no 
cics ofGod to this Land, and of his ſevere CoreCtions wh: 
xewith lately he hath exerciſed us. And to this effi 
perſons of eminency Tommga Elders ofthe Kirk) not on 
oughtto ſtir up themſelyes and their Faltulies to diligej 
herein ; Bur alſoto concurre effegually , rhatin all oth 
Families, where they have Power and Charge, the k 
exerciſes be conſcionably performed. | «i 
X 1. Beſides the ordinary duties in Families which 5 
abovementioned , extraordinary duties both of humiliatg 
and thanksgiving are to bee carefully performed in Fam {to 
hes, when the Lord by extraordinary occaſions ( ptivareq phe the 
publike ) calleth for them. Li __—< 
X11. Secing the Word of God requireth, That weſſſWofe 
ſhould confider one another to provoke unto love and good The 
works , Therefore, at all times, and ſpecially in rhis rimgJWatup 
wherein profanitie abounds , and mockers walking aftepumon? 
their own luſts rhink ic ſtrange that others run not with cheggugro: 
ro ſame exceſle of rior, Every member of this Kirk oughrealſad ac 
fiirup themfelves and one another to the duties of murgalfIWerc 


Edification, by inſtruRion » almonition, rebuke , exhopglrt 
ring one another to manifelt the Grace of God, in denying 
; ho. 7-6 and worldly luſts, andin liyinggedly, ſoberlygh q' 


and.rightcoufly in this preſent world , by comforting thafipubh 
the feeble miiaded, and praying with, or, for one apotharape 
Which duties reſpeCively are to be performed upon ſpecialnre 
occaſions offered by divine providence 3 As namely , wheniud | 
under any calamity, croffe , or great diflicultie, counſel of” 
counfort is ſought > Oc when an offender is to bee reclaimed 
by private admonicion,andifthar bee not effetuall, by joy'Þ &f 
1ng one or two moreinthe admonition,according tothe rule}*” 
of Chriſt ; thatin the mouth of two or three witneſſes eyery Þ h 
word may be eſtabliſhed. . | 9 0 
XIII. And becauſe it is not given toevery one ro ſpeak g 
a word1n ſeaſon toa wearied or diſtreſſed conſcience, Jris 
expedint, that a perſon -(in that caſe) finding no eaſe} 
after the uſe ofall ordinary meanspriyate and publike , have Þ® 
their addreſſe to their own Paſtour, or ſome experiencedF* 
Chriſtian , Bur, itthe perſon troubled in conſcience be of if 98 
[age. 
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talis condition', or of that ſex, that diſcretion , modeſtic 
er of ſcandall, requireth a godly grave and fecretfriend 
e preſent with them in their ſaid addrefle, It is expdient 
ſuch a friend bepreſent. 
(1 V.. When perſons of divers Families are brought to. 
herby divine providence, being abroad upon their parti. 
ar Vocations, or any neceſlary occaſions, As os would 
Mae the Lord their God with them whitherſoever they go 
any ought ro walk with God, and not negle@ the duries of 
ayer and Thankſgiving , but takecare that the famebe 
nipormed by ſuch as the company ſhall judge firteſt : And 
they likewiſe rake heed that no corrupt communication 
4] xro ed out of their mou:h , bur that which 1sgood , to tte 
eictofedifying , thatit may miniſter graceto the hearers. 
608 The drift and ſcope of all theſe Direions isno other, but 
netatupon the one part , the powerand praRtice of godlinefſe 
emong all the Miniſters and Members of this Kirk, accorde 
ito their ſeyerall places and vocations, may be cheriſhed 


tefard advanced , and*all impietie and mocking of Religious 
[kerciſes ſuppreſſed ; And upon the other part, that un- 
il irthe name and pretext of 0 Ag Exerciſes ; no ſuck 
ineetings orpratices be allowed. asare aptto breed Er- 
yagrar {+ Scandall , Schiſme , contempt or miſ-regard of the 
aepublike Ocdinances and Miniſters , or hieglect of the duries - 
rotparticular Callings, or ſuch other evils as are the works 
nor of the Spirir but of the Fleſh, and are contrary to Truri 
| and Pe: e, 
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LF againſt ſuch as withdraw themſebves 


4 


4. from the publike Worship int heir own Cougregation. | 


1] Qlnce ic hath pleaſed God ofhis infigite goodnefſets bleſſe 
- Dhis Kirk within chisNarion, with the riches of the Goſpel - 
Ji giv ing to us his Ordinances in great'purity , liberty 4 
and withall > a comely and well - eſtabliſhed order 2 Th, 
*3 Aſſembly, inthe zeal of God) for preſerving Order, Unitig 
2] god Peace in yhs Kigk , fpr maingaining thatzeſpeR whic 


\ / , 
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15-due tg the Ordinances and Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſty 
preventiug Schiſme, noyſome Errours , andall-unlg 
Praftices» which may follow on the Peoples withdrg 
themſelves from their own Congregations, Doth chan 
yery Miniſter ro bee diligent in fulfilling his Miniſterie, 
holy and grave 1n his converſarion, to be faithfull in Pre 
in2,deGarirg the whole counſell of God, and as he har 
cafton from the Text of Scripture to reprove the fins an 
-Tours, and preſſe the duties of the time; andin all thoſe 
obſerve the rules preſcribed by the Acts of Aﬀembly; y 
rein if he b2negligent, he 1s to be cenſured by his own Þj 
bycery. Asalſo Ordains every Member inevery Congrs 
tion to keep their own Paroch Kirk , tro communicare 
inthe'Word and Sacraments; And if any perſon or Pe F 
#hall hereafter uſually abſent themſelves from their ownCalls.. 
gregations , except 1nurgeut caſes made known toy ani ol 'y 
proven by the Presbytery, The Miniſters of theſe Congih+ 
ations wherero they reſort, ſhall both in publike by Preglts,- 
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1ng,and inprivate admonition , ſhew their diſlike of heed 
withdrawing fromtheir own Miniſter ; That in ſo doigf *d 
they may witneſſe ro all that heare them, their* due ca et /'C 
| trengthen cthehands of their fellow labourers in-rhe wail 
ofthe Lord, and their deteſtation of any thing that may wal» 
to ſeparation, or any of the abovementioned evils ; Here 
their own Flock will be confirmed in their ſtedfaſtneſle, a 
the unſtable ſpirits of others will be reftified. Likeas 8 
Minifter of that Congregation from which they do withh4. 
draw , ſhall Jabourtfirſt by privare admonition to reclail 
them 3; Andifany afver private admonition given by thalf”: 
own Paſtour do not amend, in thar caſe the Pattour ſhall-d*:c 
Iatertheiforeſaid perſons to the Seffion , who ſhall cite ai 4 
© cenſurethem as contemners of the comely order of thiff- 
Kirk; Andifthe matrer be not taken order with there , bi 
<0 bee brought to the Presbytery': For the better obſerving / 1 
whereof, the Presbyteriesat the Viſitation of their ſeveral! : 
Kirks, and Provincial Afſemblies, in their cenſure of rhe 
eral Presbyteries, ſhall enquire hereangnt: Which inquirllf | 
and reportſhiall be regiſtrate in the Provincial Books » thatfſ' -- 
ic; diligence may be {eenin the General a " oN 
| 26, Aunfi 
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' eAſcembly., 1647. 2 
"6. Auguſ? 1647. Poſtmeridiem. Sell. 22 
"WEApprobation of the preceedings of the Com- 
ww. 1 miſſion of the precee ding Aſſembly. 


4 —— ad _ 
? NNEIIR 


10 


þy . Auguſt 1647. Antemeridiam. Sell. 2» 


: 


CS + 
-q-. 4 

b 

he.” | 
4 


[ 


y '4 Approbation of the Confeſſion of Faith. 


tf "ri Confeſſion of Faith for the Kirks of God in the thre 
etl 1 Kingdomes , being the chiefeſt part of thar Unitormity 
0850 Religion which by the ſolemne League and Covenant we. 
arc bound to endeavour 3 And there being accordingly a 
WW Confeflion.of Faith agreed upon by the Aſlembly of Divi 
nes fitting ar Weſtminſter , with the aſſiſtance of Commilſſio= 
-.ners from the Kirk of Scotland; Which Confeflion was 
"y ſent from ourCommiſſionersatLondon to the Commiſhoners 
ofthe Kirk merar Edmburgh in Fanuarylaſt , and hath been in 
a” this Aſſembly rwice publikely read over , examined and 
conſidered ; Copies thereof being alſo Printed , that i 
| +" xg particularly peruſed by all the Members of this 
Aſſembly, unto whom frequent 1ntimation was publi- 
kely made, to' put in their doubts and objeRtions if they 
W- had any; And the ſaid Confeſſion being upon due exa- 
Y/ : mination thereof found by the Aſſembly to bee moſt a- 
greable to the Word of God., and in nothing cantrary 
| tothe received Dofrine , Worſhip,, Diſcipline; and Go-- 


it , Wo 

40 

A bop 3 
e Sr 
y 
: iv 
\ 
z 


*..-yernment' of this Kirk, And laſtly, cit beipg. ſo neceſ(- 


'f ly, -ic being ſo necol 
{ax aud {9 ach longed for, Tha the fad Copenh 
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with all poſible diligence and expedition approved aud ef; 
bliſh-d in both Kingdoms , as a principal part of the lt 
tended Uniformitry in Religion , and as a ſpecial m&angi "= 
the more effeGual ſuppreſling of the many dangerous errouphs 
and herefies of thele rimes ; The Geheral Aſſembly doll 
thereforeafter mature diliberation agree unto and approwl+ 
the ſaid Conſeſtion as to, the truth of the niatter. ( judgingri* 
robe moſt orthodox and grounded upon the Word of God: 
andalſo as to the point of Uniformity , A reeing for outh-. } 
art that it bea common Confeſſion of Faith Sr the the threell 
mgdomes. The Aſſembly doth alſo bleſſe the Lord ; and © 
thankfully acknowledge his great mercy, in that ſo excel- : 
lent a Confeffion of Faith is prepared , arid rlus far avreed Ys /; 
upon in both Kingdomesz which we look upon as a gra} 
Airengrhmiog of the true Reformed Religion againſt the cans || ++: | 
mon enzmies thereof. Bur leſt our intention and: meantil;.+ 
b* in ſome particulars miſunderſtood , It is hereby exprelith 
Declared and Provided , that the not mentioning in WE * 
Confeflion the ſeveral ſort of Eccleſiaſtical Officers aud ARS. 4 
ſemblies , ſhall be no prejudice to the Truth of ChtiltfaY 
theſe particulars to be expreſſed fully in the DireQtory &} "ſe: 
Government. Ir is further Declared, thatthe Afſetmbly un-Þ th 
derſtandeth ſome parts of the ſecond Article of the thirty 6 M 
ne'Chapter , only of Kirks nor ſettledor conſtituted in point Þ 
of Government, And thatalthough in ſuchKirks, a Synod}. 
of Miniſterrs and other fit perſons may be called by the Mas Þ. 
Siſtrates authority and nomination without any other Call:;}/' © 
to conſult and adviſe with abour matters of Religion 3 3 i 
although likewiſe the Miniſters of Chriſt without delegaric \ v 
from rheir Churches, may of themſelyes, and by vertue* 3 
of their Office meer together Synodically in ſuch Kirks 
not yet conſtituted ; Yet neither'of theſe ought to be!done}. 
in Kirks conſtuuted and ſerled : Ir beingalwayes free to the * 
Magiſtrate ro adviſe with Synods of Miniſters and ruling Ele © 
ders meeting upon delegation from their Churches, ether}, © 
ordinarly , or being inditted by his Authority occaſionally i 
and pro renata ; Ic being alſo free to aſſemble together Syno« Þ. 
dically , as well prorenata, asatrhe ordinary times upon dee. 
lgarion from the Churches, by che intrinfical power recaſt 
i ; eq. 
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UWbc from Chriſt ; as often asit is neceſſaty for the good of the 
© Church ſo ro aſſemble in caſe the Magiſtrate to the detri= 
SWihhent of the Church withhold or deny his conſent, the ne- 
"OUlReeſlity of occaſionall Aſſemblies being firſt remonſtrate unts 
dofffiim by bumble ſupplication, 
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andf '- diem, Sel. XX V. 


«ll 17 for reviſing the Paraphraſe of the Pſal- 
wl «.. #1es brought from England, With arecommenda- 
ll. won for Tranſlating the other Scriptuall 
be Songs in Meecter. 
WE FT hcGeneralAfembly having conſidered the report of the 
WF 2 Committee, concerning the Paraphraſe of the Pſalmes 
&f F "ſent from Empland: And finding thatit is very necesſary,th.at 
0-4; "the (aid Paraphraſe be yet reyited 3 Therefore 4oth appoint 
SJ Maſter Fohn Adaſon to examine the firſt fourty Pſalmes , Ma- 
ny ſter Thomas Crduſurd the ſecond fourty , Maſter Fobn Row the 
CF. third fourty , and Maſter Fobn Nevey the laſt thirry Pſalms of 
»*$ thatPaiaphraſe; and (in their Examination they ſhall toc 
44 only obſerve what they think needs ro be amended , but alſo 
ty toſer downe their own esſay for correing thereof; And for 
FF this purpoſe recommends to them, to make uſe of the tra- 
"3 vels of Rowallen, Maiter Zachary Byd, or of anyorher on 
"23 . thar ſubject, bureſpecially of our own Paraphraſe, thar whar 
"J-. they figde better in any cf theſeWorks may be choſen: an3 
- likewiſe they ſhall make uſe of the am1madverſions ſent from 
"J  Presbyteries, whofor this cauſe are hereby defired to haſten 
S: theirobſeryations untorthem 3 And they are to make report 
of their labours herein to the Commiſſion of the Aflembly 
F'- for publike affaires againſt their firſt meeting in Febrxary 
"F pext : And the Commiſſion after reviſing thereof , ſhall 
1 - {&the ſame to Provincial OG , to beetranſmirted 
| , Ss 
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t0 Presbyteties, that by their further. confideration ; the F) 
matter may be fully prepared ro che nexr Aﬀembly :. And} %: 
becauſe ſome Pſalmes in that Paraphraſie ſent from Knplajd 
are .compoſed n verſes which do nor agree with the Come: 
mon-tunes» Therefore it is alſo-recemmended thar thels, ; 
Pſalms be likewiſe turned in other verſes which tay agreg 
tothe Commone-tunes , that is, having the firſt line of elght 
' fylkabs, and the ſecond line of 6x , that ſo both verſions}: 
beingrogether, uſe may bee made of either of them in Cong] + 
regations as ſhall bee found convenient : And the Aﬀenyl | 
bly doth further recommend , That M Zachary Boyd be at © ; 
the pains te translate the ether Scriprural Songs 1n meetersff ; gx 
-and to report his travels alſato the Commiſſion of Aﬀemeſſ © 4 
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MF recommending the execution of the Att of 
| Parhament atPerth, ſor uplifting pecuniall paines to” 

« beeimployed upon pious uſes, andof all Atis of Par= | 
liament made againſt excommmnicate Perſons. 


= Generall Aflembly.doth ſeriouſly Recommend and 
A Oodanne ,.;That Pesbyreries diligently endeavonr,- 
that che ninth At of the Parliament holden at Perth , 4m 
-X645, Concerning the uplifting of pecumal paines to voy” 
1mpleyed upon pious uſes , may bee put to dye executwny. 
with:n their : ſeveral bounds ; .And alſo rhat rhe Acts off 
\.Parliamenr.againſt excommunicate Perſons , efpecially tne} 
. twentieth Actofthe Parllamenr in. March laſt, be alio ea 
refully execute : :And that they cauſe uſe all diligence toy ' 
that effect ,. and account hereofſhall be required i Pro | 
ciall and Generall Aflemblies. i | 
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 Hſlmbly; 1647. - 3<F 


V+ Auguſt 1 647. cAntemeridiem. Seſl: 16: 


all 4 diſcharging the importing, venting or 


ſpreading of erronions Books or Papers. 


"eGeneral Aſſembly confidering how the errours of 
'Independency and %eparation (hive in our Neigh- 
bour Kingdome of England } ſpread as a Gangrzn , 


ONE "and do daily eatas a Canker 3 In ſo much thar exceeding 


'3nany Errours , Herefies ; Schirmes, and Blaſpemi*«, have 


ved therefrom, andare ſheltered thereby ; And how pgſ= 
f fible itis , for cheſame evils . ro invade ; and. overiprtad 


- this Kick-and Kingdome, (lying within the fame Iſland ) 
© by the ſpreading'of their erronious Books, Pamphlers , 


are infected with theſe errours , exceptthe {ame bee time- 
ouſly prevented; Doe therefore, in the Name of God, 
Inhibir and Diſcharge all Members of this Kick and King- 
dowe » to converſe with Perſons tainted with ſucherrourss 
Or ro import, (ſell . ſpread , vent, or diſperſe ſuch erro- 
-nious Books or Papers: But that they beware of; and abſtairt 
from Books maintaineing Independencie or Separation , 


-, and fromall Antinomian, * Anabapriſticall , and other er= 


rouious Books and Papers ; ' Requiring all Miniſters to 


$ warne their flocks againſt ſuch Bookes 1n generall , and par- 


ticularly ſuch as are: moſt plauſible, infinuaring , .and' Uan- 


of + gerous : And totry carefully from time ro time if any ſuch 
.Bookes be broughr into this Countrey from England , oc 
F from byond Seas ( which is eſpecially recommende2 ro Mi- ' 


*niſters on Sea Coaſts , or Towns where any Srarioners are } 
.andif any ſhall be found. to preſent the ſame to the Presby= 


ſtorie , thar ſome conrſe may be caken to hinder rhe diiper- 


..Fing thereof: And hereby all Presbyterics , and. Synodss 
..are ordained to try and .Proceſle ſuch as ſhall transgrefſe a- 


F ou the premiſſes or any part of the ſame; And the Aſ- 


Tembly alfo doth ſeriouſly recommend to Civill Magitt rates , 

that they may be pleaſed co be aſſiſting roMiniſters and Pres- 

yrecics in:execution of this At, and to concurre with 

- + bheir authority 1n every thing T that effec | $ 
| 2 | 
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'Lybels , and' Letters, and by converfing with then that A 
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AT for debarring of Complyers i the firſt wp 
Claſſe from Eccleſiaſtickoffice. I c 
ws 


»R 
3: 


-þ He General Aſſembly Declares and Ordaines, Thu | 


' no Perſon who is 'guilty of Compliancein the fill; 
Clafſe mentioned in the AQ of the preceeding AY 1. - 
 ſembly,. ſhall bee receivedin any Ecclefiaſticall charge, un 6. 
till the evidence of his repenrance before the Presbyterie and ara 
Congregation be reponed ro the Synode to which he be-} 6, 

longs, andro the Generall Afembly » and their conſent Þ ,, 

obrained for his bearing office. And ifany ſuch Perſonhe; 

already received unto the Elderſhip ofany particular Con« | 

gregation, yer he ſhall not be acmitted to be a Memberof- 

- any Presbyterie, Synode , or GenerallAfemblie, ure | 


( upon the evidence of his repentance ) the conſent and- a 
opecborion of theſe judicatories reſpettively bee obrained } 
thereto: : | 1 


7 
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AF for pres/ng and furthering the 
plantation of Kirks, 


He Generall Afﬀembly conſidering how the Work of; a 
Proviſion , Plantation, convenient Dividing, Dil} 
membring , better uniting or enlarging 0 Pariſh: 7 
Kirks is hitherto foreſlowed, to the great prejudice of many}. 
Miniſters, many good People, and hir:derance ofthe Work 
of Reformation 3 Doth therefore Ordaine, That all Prev7 
byteries have ſpecially care thar the preſent opportunity bee!'J 
diligently i mproved\by all their Members , asneed ts , b&}- 
fore the Commiſſion for Plantation of Kjrks, asrhey would: 
not be found cenſurable for negleft. And tkarevery Pres! 
| byrery ſerd in tothe next Generall Asſembly the names of® 
211 their Pariſhes , with declaration which of them bave Mi- J : 
niſters, which not , w hat is the largenesſe of the bounds, 
7.9 ccmmoe- | | 


1 Hfembly , 1647 B53 
 AFeommodious or incommodious fituation of each Pariſh 
E TIKyk, what is-the number of Communicanss, what Kicks 
Fae under Patrons, whatnot, whoare the ſeverall Patrons, 
ZI what is the nature and quantitie of the preſent proviſion , or 
FIpoflible ground of turther provition for comperent Mainten- 
0 ce, where the ſame is norſufficiently provided already: Ag 
#0 alſo, what Pariſhes are united or dilunited or bertered alrea- 


Al 4 and in 'what meaſure by the ſaid Commiſion , that the 


0"y 6:necall Aſſembly being acquaint therewith , may doe ac- 


cordingly both for cenſuring Neglecters, and finding out. 

"4 Overtures for betret furtherance of the Work for time 
HI » come. Moreover itis herereby Ordained , Thar the 
v'] ext enſuing Provinciall Synodes , crave account of the {e- 
MI rerall Presbyreries their diligence, And prefl2 that they 
& | pveit ready in writ topreſen: to the Provinciall Synodesin 
y Aprilnextto com? , that ſo all may begin readineffe and the 
x v7 "fall account made at the next Generall Aſſembly. | 


* 
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AF: for cenſuring abſents from the 
| Generall Aſſembly. —_ 


3 /THe Generall Aſſembly conſidering the abſeoce of many 
"'F J Commiſſioners in this and orherproceeding Aﬀembliess 
EJ and that many of thoſe preſear have gone fram rhe Aſeme 
*F bly before the diffolving thereof: Therefore, for remedie 
Fg hereof in time coming Dorh Ordaine, that hereafcer Evers 
4 Commiſſioner from Presbyteriesaed Univerſities who ſhall 

'Þ be abſent from the Aﬀembly withoura reaſonable excuſe 
nocified to the Aﬀlembly , Or who being preſent ſhall goe 
4 from the Aflembly before thedifſolving thereof wirhouta 
F: licence, ſhall be fuſpended by the Afſembliy untill rhe-Pro- 

vinciall Synode next thereafter folſowing. 
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Renqvation of former Atts of Aſſembly fow | 


.aud 
Triall and Admiſſion of Expetiants 1 4 s 
\ tothe CMimiſterie, +: 
| | Sa _ 
wPF He. Generall Afſembly , doch hereby renew and cons $... 


4A firme all former Acts and. Ordinances torcrialland ad-'Þ - - 
miilion of ExpeQtantsto.che Miniftery 3 Eſpecially the Az. | R 

ricles che:eanentt allowed by the Generall Aſſembly 1596; }| | 
and approyen in the Afſemblie at Glaſgow 1638, The thir« | 
teenth Article concerning the age of intrants ro the Minis, | -- 
ſtery and the twentie fourth Article concerning the criall of i) 

ExpeCtants,Of anAct of the (aid Aſlembly at Glaſsow, Sel. A 3. 

And. the Aﬀofthe Aſſembly at St. Andrews + 542. Sell, 734+ 1 
concerning Liſts for preſentations fromthe King , and thes {| - f 
xrial of Expe&anrs, &o OrdainingPresbyteriesto obſerygi}« ! 
The fame carefully in all time coming. REES 
| ſ 
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Eodemaie., Sell. 28. Poſtmeridiem: : 


Renovation of the Go mmiſſion for proſecut ing J. | 


He Generall Aſſembly, Taking to their conſideration 
—* thatthe Treary of Uniformity-in Religion in all his Mar 
jcſties Dominions is not yer-perfeed ; Therefore, Rev 
news the Powerand Commiſſion granted by preceeding A(- 
ſemblies for proſecuting that i:eaty , untothe Perſonsafs. 
ternamed,wvsz. Maſter Robert Douglas Maſter Sumuel R utherfud 
Maſter Robere Baile, Maiter George Gilleſpig, Miniſters: And 
lobn Eart-of iauderdaill, Fobn Lord Balmerino, -and Sir- 
HArchizaldThonſtoun of Wariitoun Elders; Authorizing them 
with full Power co proſecutethe aid Treaty of Uni Ck 


Aſſembly; 1647: 45H 


Þ'yith the Honourable Houſes of the Parliamentof Enylanid » 


4 3Þ aud the Reverend' Afſembly of Divines there ,, of any” 
"FF Committezes appointed by them: Ando doealland ever” ' 


"Þ thing which may advance, perfir, and bring thar Treaty 


Fo an happy concluſion , conforme to the Commiſſions 


T7 given 2 Creanent. ' 
al. F _ oe 
te | Renovation of the Commiſſnon for the publuke 
| affaires of the Kirk, : 


I. inthe ſame) thereisa neceſiuy of re arts the Comimni 
F ons granted formerly for proſecuting and 


e Fj THe Generall Aſſembly taking to their conſideration , 
4 > thatin reſpc& rhe oy Work of Uniformormity 1n Ave* 
F - ligion inall his Maze 


ies Dominions is not yet periected , 
(though by the Lords bleſſing there is good progreſle mage 
perfeCting, rhar 
ap Work'; Doe therefore renew the Power and Commil- 
10n granted for the publike Aﬀaires of the Kirk by the Ge= 
nerali Aſſemblies held inSt. Andrews 1642. and at Edinburgh 
1643 1644. 1645. and 1645. unto the Perſons ſollowing z 
. viz. Majters. Alexander Call Sumuel Douglas, Robert Rnex 
' William Penman , James Guthrie , Rovert Cuninghane David 
» Fletcher , Robert Lawder.,, Andrew Stevenſon » Rober 
'  DavidCalderwoed , James Fleming , Robert Ker , Fames Fairlie , 


Oliver Colt, Patrick :1bbald, andrew Kamſay, tobn Adamſon, 
' Robert Douglas , William Coloill, George Gulleſpe , 0 Law , 


Andrew Fairfoul» George Leſly , Robert. Lawrie ;.*fxlexandes 


Spittle, Alexander Dickſon, Jobn Hay, Thomas Vaſſie, Ephraim 
wet, 
WeR'y 


Melvill, Patick Scheill , Alexander Simmeryail , George:Ben 
Alexander Levingſtoun , Robert Murray , 'Alexand:r Role | 
William Menzies. flexander Ireland ,, 7obn-Friebairn ,. George” 
Mutiay, Henrie Guthrie, Willign Fuſtice,, Robert, The, Hen = 
rio Living ſtoun, Tames Hammiltoun, George Gladſtanes, B 
Sanderſon , Andrew Ladder » George Rutherſurd , Job 


- 4 
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flo, Georgr Hutheſon, lobn Bell, Heugh Mackaile, JohnNevey, 
Matthew Brisbane , TobnEammilcoun » allan Ferguſon , David 

Dickſon , Zachary boyd,” Robert Ramſay, Robert t ailie , Tame 
| | L 4 Najmith 


tDavidſen, 3} - 


$60 " TheGenerall | ' 


Thomas Kirkaldie, Wi 
Evan Cameron, Robert Blair, Coline Adg n, George Hammiltoun, pp 


Naſmith ; Francis Aird . Robert Birnie , 


Samuel Rutherfurd, - Alexander Colvill, John Ramſay . Fames  ar- id 
rein, Willigm Levins ſfloun, Thomas Melvill , John Smith, Free Tf 
atrich Gilleſpie, Alexander Monoreif » Tohn © ig 


dich Carmichaell . 


Puncan, lames Sivbald , Walter Bruce , cone? Piteillo, Anirew ©; 
Aﬀeck,, Jobn Barclay , Thomas Peirſon, VVilliam Rai, David * 


Srachan:, Andrew Cant , VVilliam Don glas , John Forbes , Ge«-fþ 


ge Skarp, VIzliam Chalmer, Jo {ph Brodie, Alexander Simmer, | 
vibert Anderſon , VViliam Smith Miniſters; And Archibald-; 


Marques of Argile . Jobn Earle of Cr:wfurd , Alexander It; i} 


of Eglintoun , V/illiam E, of Glencairne, John E. of Caſlils, - 
Tames E,of Home, James E. of Tullibairdine , Francis E. of. | 
Bukeleuch, Fobn E. of Lawderdaill, VVitiam E of Lothian, * 
James E. of Finlatonr, VVilkam E. of Lanerk , James Exle. 


\ 
2 


of Callendar» Archibald Lord Angus , George L. Brichen, - | 


Fobn LL. Yeſter , Jobn L. Balmerino , James L. Cowper, Joby - 
Lord Bargenie , Sir Archibald Johnſloun of Wariſtoun , Sir 
Job# Hope of Craighall, Arthur Areskine of Scoriicraig, Alex- 
@nder Fraſer of Philiorth , Frederick, Lyon of Brigtoun , James: 
Machdeugall of Garthland , Sir VV4lliam Cocaburne of Langton, 
Sir Andrew Ker of Greirheid, Sir Heugh Canpbell of Ceſnock, 
od oe Levingiioun of Killyrh z S1r Thomas Ruthven of Free- 
{an 


younger of Harden , .Sir Lodcvick Gordoun, Maſter George 
VFinrhame of Libeitoun, Alexander Levingſtoun of Saltcoats, 
John Birsbane of Biſhoproun\ Sir Robert Douglas of Tilliqu- / 
hillie, James Pringle of Torwoodlie , Sir Iames Nicotſone of 
Colbrandſpa:h , V/illiam Ker off New:oun , VVilliam Forbes - 
younger of Leſly , John Kennedy of Carmucks, Reb:re Ar- 
| burthnot of Findowrie , Alexander Brodie of Letham , Maſter 
Rohert Narne younger of Strathurd' , Maſter James Schoneir of 
Caskeberrie , Tames Ruchhetd, Latvrence Henderſone , ]ames 
F tewart , David Douglas ,. John Jaffray , George Porterfield , 
John Semple, John Kennedy, VVilliam Glendinning, Maſter Fobn 
Cowen, Jobn Mall &\ders: Giving unto them full Power and 
ommittion, to doe alland every thing for profecuring , 
advancing , pzrfzing , and bringing the ſaid Work of 
PR” 6 Uniformity 


C 


» Sir & ilbert Ramſay of Balmayne , © Jobn Henderſon. of | 
Fordell , VVa'ter Dundas younger of that ilk, Sir VValliam *c 8 © | 


Fd 


\ 
| 


WV \$*:3 

S - Aſemby ; 1649 yi 
e, MWgiformiry in Religion inall his Majeſties Dominions co 8 
n, 1 py concluſion, ronformgothe former Commilſioasgrane 
r- Sd by preceeding Aſſemblies rhereanen:. And tethat cife@, 
2 Eippoints them or any (eyenreene of them , whereof thir-.: 
Fhizzoe ball bee Miniſters, ta meethzer inrthis City m the | 


alother matters referred untothem by chis Aﬀemblie , as 
| filly and freely as if the ſame were here particuiarly exprel- 
"| fed, and with as ample power as any Commiilton of any fore - 
"mer Generall Afemblies h»th had, or been 11 uſe of before 
' They being alwayes for their wi ole procceuings couatabie 
''Þ to, andcenſurableby the ne.t Generall Aſlembly. 


i 
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Deſires and Overtures from the Commiſſio- 
\_ wersof Univerſities» andthe AſSemilies 
| | anſ[wer thereto | 
1, *T He Commiſſioners of Univerlities repreſents ro the A 
| T Aſſembly: Firſt , That the Overtures of the Asſem- J 
bly 2643. for the yiſitariou of Schools and adyancement of 
Learningare very much neglected. SL5 
5 | L5 The 


V 


2635  TheGeneralt+ | 
The Aſſembly recommends to Synodes to take aocomnt of the oh" {V6 9 
fervatimn of theſe Overtures, © 4 boo 
3+ Thatir were good toexhort all the Univerfities , wi $WENn 
be careful to take account of all their Schollers on the Sabe* Þþ bo 
peta of the Sermons. and af their leflons of the Cate} 
ime- bb 
| The Aſſembly approves this Oworture , and recommends ad; | ak 
cardingly. oo ro 
3. Thar all che piverſitice bee exhorred to ſend their come. | $i 
miſſioners inſtruKed with anſwers to the Overtures agreed | no 
ppon by the Commiſſioners of Univerfities , and which 
_ from this meeting of rheir Commiſſioners ſhall bee commu- 
nicate to them, and this to bee when their Commiſſio. 
ners come in Februar or March to the Commiſion of the. 


Kirk, 
Tg Ajiomblie reccommgnds to Univerſities to bee careful 
| erevr. + 3 
4. That the Overtures conecrning the providing of 

Burlars for Divinity be recommended to Presbyteries and' J ' 
$ynodes2 and thatrhey reporttheir diligence to rhe next ſ 
Aſembly. - | 

The aſſembly allowes this Artigle , and reconmeuds accor. 


dingly, 


\ 


" 
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Edimburgh py. September 1647. Sell. Ulr. 


The Aſſemblies Letter to their Countreymen | | 
in Poleland, Swedland, Denmarke, | 

and Hungarie. | 

Unto the Scots Merchants and others our Countrey People ſeattered © 

# Poleland, Swedland , Denmark, and Hungary ; The 


General Aſſembly of the Kirk of Scotland wichethGraceMercyG 
Peace from God our Father ; and from the Lord jeſ.s Chrift. 


F | Tattatpa this Kirk of Scor/and, whiles ſpoiled of her Lis 5 
FA verticsundec the Prelaticat tyrannic, had much diffcil- 
| is 


[ yoyce for under 


LY 


E. > * 
MP .; > 


0 
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+ br mens pur of that Egypt, and hath reRored co us well 


nſtirareda 


- + 
+.% 


kr taken intq our ſeriourstho 
candition of many rhouſaarids © 


finne, 


| 'Weehavetherefore thought it incumbent to us to put yolt 


1n minde of the one thing necesſary . while you aie ſo cattu' 
ill and troubled about rhe things of the world, And 
though we do notdiſallow your goiug obroad to totlow any 
lawfnll calling or way of lively hood , yer ſeeing it cannof 


. 


probe a manalthough he ſhould gain the whole world and 
loſe his own ſoul , and ſereing you have travelled fo farre, 
. andraken ſomuch pains to get uncertain riches which cannot 


deliver in the day of the wrath of the Lord:, and which men 


know nor who ſhall inherit ; We doe from our affedtion. 


tothe ſalvarion of your 1immortall ſoils moſt earneſtly be= 
ſeech and warn you to cry afcer knowledge and lift up your 
| aderſtanding, ſecking her as filver, and ſearching 
for her as tor hid treaſures, and ſo play the wiſe Merchants 
in purchaſing the Peat! of Price, and in laying up a (tre 
foundation for the time rocome , by acquainting your ſouls 
with Zefus Chriſt, andby faith caking hqld of him whoſe 
free grace. is now offered. and held out to finners., ex- 
cluding none among all the kindreds ofthe earth who will 
core unto hit. God forbid that you Kould ler flip the ns 
at 


1 » - v* f ry oy - : 
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and offers of grace ,..<r negle&t any warning of this kinde ſent »1 
-toyou inthe name of the Lord. We ſhall hope better things "FM 
of you ». and that knowing the acceprable time and rhe day Wo 
_  offalvation will nocalyayes laſt , bur rhe Lord ſeſus'1s.to# Df 
| berevealed from heaven with his mighty Angels. 10; flau# 470m 
ming fire taking vengeance on them that know,not. God andy ; 
obey not the Goſpel , you will the rather beſtirre your ſels;? 
ſelves timely and{with all diligence to ſezk the Lord while, | 1 
Þ | he may bge found , to endeavour that you may have among,” 
 - - youtheordinary means of grace and ſalvation , to pray that. 
3 'God would give you Paſtors according to his heart, wha, 
® ſhall feede you with knowledge and underitanding, ro con- - 
 - ſultalloanlagreeamong yourſelves with conſent of your - | 
Superiors undzr whom you live ( whoſe fayour and good. 
will we truſt will not be wantingtoyou in ſo good and nee * 
ceſlary a work ) forſetting up the worſhip of God and Ece , 
ekflaſticall Diſcipline among you according . to the form... 
eſtabliſhed and received in this your morhec Kirk: and fora". 
way of (etled maincenance to Paſtors and Teachers, Which 
ityou do , our Commitſioners appointed to meet from time 
totim2 1n the intervall bztwixr this and the next Nartionall/ 
Aſſembly, will bee ready (upon your deſire made known, » Þ| 
rothem) to provide ſame able and godly Miniſters for you » - | 
'2 aslikewiſe to communicate to you our Directory for the 4&1 
o - publike worſhip of God , and our form of Eccleſiaſtical Go- WÞ* 
| vernmentand Diſcipline 3 tazether with the Confeffion of '} 
Faith and Catechiſme. 
 And.in the meane time we exhort you that ye neglect nat 
the Worſhip of God in ſecret and in your families, and thar 
yecontinue ſtedfaſt inthe Profeſſion of thar faith in which 
yee were bapriſed, and by a godly, righreous, and ſober, 
converſation adorn the Goſpel ; and wirh all, that diſtance Þ , 
of place make you nor the leſſe ſenfible of your Countries | 
ſufferings, both 1a reſpett of the juſt judgements of God for | 
the ſinnes of the land , and in reſpect ofthe malice of Enz- 
mies for the Commbn Cauſe & Covenant of the three King= 
doms , of which happie conjunCtion;, notwithſtanding we | 
do not repent us, but by the grace of God thall copnginue. 
faithfi! 2rd ſtendfaft therein, Ea oe Try 
nl ; 1$ 
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| Aſſembly, 1647. 0 365 
ag # This Letter wee have thought fit to bee Printed and puh- 
Wy" Fhed, that it may be with the ——_ eaſe and conveniency 
FH" conveyed tc the many ſeveral places of your babitation or 

Bi, I rrafique. Confider what we. have ſaid , and the Lord give 
ff you underſtanding in all things. The grace of our Lord Jee 
440} * ſus Cbrift be with-you all , Amen, . 


ls, | Edabuyh, Aupuſt 31, 1647, 


Tv; ? v2 Subſcribed in name of the Generall 
A E - Aſembly of the Kirk of Scotland 
-.j_ Mr Robert Douglaſſe Moderatore | 


77: LLP ; ; | ; 
| | AG concerning the Flundred and eleven Pro 
þ. poſitions therein mentioned. | 
| | 

| 
| 


[\ Covenant, fincerely, really , and conſtantly:to en- 
dezvont in.our Place, and Callings, the preſervation 
* | © of the Reformed Religion in this Kirk of Scotland , in Dos 
+ | + &rine, Worſhip, Diſcipline , and Government . 'the Re- 
| formation ofReligionin the Kingdomes of England, and 
4&4 Treland, in Doftrine » Werſhip, Diſcipline, and Govern 
TF* ment, according to the Word of God,, andthe example of 
the beſt Reformed Kirks,and toendeayour the neareſt Con= 
jun&ion 2nd Uniformity in all theſe , together with the 
extirpation of Herefie, Schiſme » and whatſoever ſhall 
bee- Found centrary to ſound Drofcrine:: And confi- 
F dGering witha!l that one of the ſpecial} meanes which itheco= 
"3 meth- us in 'our Places and Callings touſe in Fwſuance of 
| . theſe ends: is in zeal ſor the true Reformed Religion,to give 

* our publike reſtiweny againſt the dangerous Tenents of E- 

raſttaniſme , Independencie, 3nd which 1s falſely caVed Libersy 

of Cenſcience, which ate nor only contrary to ſound Nactrine, 

but more (peciall Jets and «a, Brann as well to the preſer- 


f- Ber! terider of ſo greatan ingagement by Solemn 


F 


vation of cur own 1eceived Dcarine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, 
and Govern.ment . as tothe Work of Reformation and U= 
niſormity.in England and Ireland The Gexerall AV 
So : | y 


*%s. 
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_ bly upong Se epniderations Javiogneatd publikelycea$ | by © 
the CXI *: owing Propoſitions ex Udited :* yorthat they # $f 
and rendered by ſome” Brethren 3* wh6 were be beer viringly | fr 
appointed roprepare Articles or Propofici- but becauſerheptyÞ The 
'pns for the vindication of che Tueth in theſe eingeo be Pe bY fo 
particulars - Doth vnnanimouſly approve & to bepell boys *'} firn 
agree unto theſe eight generallHeads of Do. ' © © 7 Þ: 

&: 


- : 


4 
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Qrine therein centained and afferted, viz, 1, That theMi-} 
iſtery ofthe Word and the Adminiſtration of the Sacra= { ie! 
merits of the New Teſtament , Baprtiſme and the Lords Sup=' Fen 
per , or ſtanding Ordinances inſtituted by God himſelf cd Y- fin! 
continuein the-Church to the end of the World. 2. Thar 
ſuchas Adminiſter the Word aud Sacraments, oiight tobe 
 dnely called'and ordained theretinro; $ ThatſomeBEceles | 35 
Haſticall cenſuresare proper and peculiar ro be inflied onely. | .th 
"pon ſnch as bear Officein the Kirk 3 Other ceuſures are |} of 
commonand may bee inflicted both on Miniſters and. other} x6 
Mcmbers 'of the Kirk,” 4. Thatthe cenſure of ſuſpenſion: | wm 
from the Sacrament of the Lords Supper , inflicted becauſe | th 
I. 
[1 


of groſſe 1gnoratice, or bectuſe ofa ſcandalous life and-con= {| -1 
verſation*, As likewiſe the.cenſuge of Excommunicationor {- 
Caſting out of the Kirk flagitions or contumacious offznders, 'Þ tl 
both the one cenſure and the other is warranteble by and | 
grounded upon the Word of God, andis necesfary ( inreapÞ} . i” 
Fpectof divine inſtitution) to beinthe Kirk, 5; Thar a3©Þ - . 
the Rights, Power, and Authorityofthe Civill Magiſtrate Þ -:» 
"are to bee maintained according tothe-Word of God » and þ 
the Confeflions of the Faith of the Reformed Kirks ; Soit | | 
1s no lesle true and certaine, that Jeſus Chriſt , the onely 'Þ 
'Headand onely King ofthe Kirk , hath inftiruted andap- Þ 
pointed a Kirk Government diſtinct from the Civill Govern- | 
"ment or Magiſtracie .6: That rhe'Ecclefiaſtical Government }: 
1s committed and intruſted by Chriſt ro the Asſemblies of - F -. 
theKirk, made up of the Miniſters of the, Word and Rultug - } + 

Elders.” | 7.” Phat rhe lesſer 'and inferiour Ecelefiaſtical 
 Asſemblies , ought ro bee ſubordinate and ſubjeR unto the 
greater and ſupe'iour Aslamblies. $8. That notwith« \ 
"ſtanding hereof, the. Civill Magiſtrare may and ought ro - 
| ;fippresle by corporall os Civill pugiſhments , ſuch If 


\ 


7 others ; asSolide, True , Otthodoxe, grounded upon the 
-f Word of God , conſonant to the judgenzent both of the aa- 
J cient and the beſt Reformed Kirks. And becauſe this A- 
F fembly (through the multitude of other necesfary and preſ- 
Y fog buflineſle) cannot now have ſo much leiſure, asro exa« 
'F mincand conſider particularly the foreſaid CXI. Propofi- 
tions 3 Therefore, a more particular examination thereo 
'$'commitred and referred ro the Theologicall faculties in 
ly. | the four Uviverſities of this Kingdome , andthe judgement 
re | of cach of theſe faculties concerning the fame , 1s appointed 
et | .to bee reported to the next Generall Asſembly. In the 
n' | meane while , theſe Propofitions ſhall bee Printed , both 
ſe | that Copies thereof may bee ſentto Presbyterifs andthar 

i { it may be free for, any that pleaſeth to peruſe them, -and to 
'y 


r | make known orſend their judgement concerning the fame tex 
, | thefaid next Asſembly. = SY 


| . Deſires and Overtures preſented from Preſe 


[ byieries and $ynods, withthe Aſſemblies 
y, anſwer ther eunto. 


Þ JT is humblypreſentedto the Asſembly., that the chiid= 

Þ © Aren of many of xbe ordinary beggars want baptiſme , 

- |  Themſemlelvesatfo living ingreat vilenesſe , and therefore 
Hoſrre that ſome remedie may be provided for theſe abuſes» 

. The Aſtmblydath ſeriouſly recomend to_Precbyteries to confi - 

| der of the beſt tn » and to Toport their opinzans tothe 

'F _ with. "" 


__ 


- 


362 — TheGenerall  B 
Thar all Students of Philofophic at their entry and itthal 3 [ 
.Lawreation, bee holdento ſubſcribe the League and Chygs ; «7 
rartand be urged therero,and all other Perſons as they com |g. G 
roage and diſcretion before their firſt receiving the Sacra Þ,.,- 
men: of the Lords Supper. = Te 
The Aſſembly approves this Overture, | 

W herzas divers Miniſters want Manſſesand Gleebs, and 
ethers have their Gleeb ſo divided in parcells , or lying fo | 

farre from their Charge as the Miniſters are thereby much 

grcjudged : Wedefire that this Generall Aﬀembly will res 

gommend it to bee helped by the Partamenr, or Commit- 

rec for planting of Kirks, in the beſt manner that their Lord. 
ips can adviſe, 

Whereas divers Kirks were incommodiouſly united in 
corrupt times , we defire that the ſame be now diſmembers« 
ed and adjoyned to other Kirks , or exetted in Kirks by | © 
zemſelves alon? , and when the preſent incumbertsagrets_ 
thereto, we deſire the ſame to bee recommend to the Par- | Th 
Fament and Committee for plantation of Kirks , Provided F 

_ alwayes, that the preſent Miniſters who have Jaboured and. 
* kndured the hear of day » may enjoy the benefit of ſuch par- 
cclts as are taken from them during their life. - - 
The Aſſembly doth approve theſe two Articles , and Recons | ©, 

mends to the Commisfſioners for publike Affaires , to asfiſt þ f 


\ 


-" 


any meereſtedin the particulars for proſecuting the ſame by« | 
fore the Honourable Eſtates of Parliament, or the ts | 
fion appeinted by them for plantation of Kirls. —9£oa> o © 


THe Geeerall Aſſembly , Doe yet againe rcecommend to 
Presbyteriesand Provinciall Afſemblies, to confider all: 
matters formetly referred nnto them by preceding Aſtme Y th 
biics , and defires thar their opinions concerning the ſame , |}. 1 
be reported in writ to the next Generall Aﬀembly, » = 


T is this diy appointed , that the next Generall Aſſembly chall wet } ® 


az Edinburgh cheſecond V Veane{day of Þuly 1648. . 
ST A. Ker. | + 
* mTue} © 
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Edinburgh July 12. 1648. 


. ; luly 12. 1648. Poſtmr #4iem, Sell. 1. 
ar” T he Letter from the Synod of Drvines in Eng 
id | | land #0 the Generall Afembly. 


t- Reght Honourable , ripht Reverend , and dearly beloved 
©.  Brethrenin JESUS CHRIST, 
| £3 S wehave great cauſe to bleſſe God for the bro= 
= | WAVY therly Union of theſe twoNations in the commort 
4 25H E <aule of Religion and Liberty, and for thargood 
1 *"*® hand of blefling which hath accompained the 
. toyntendeavours of borh, in the proſecution thereof: Sa 
o 4 we cannot bur be ſadly and deeply ſenſible of thoſe many 
114 -obſtrutions and difficulties, wherewith God in his wiſdom 
- F thath ſeen good tocxerciſe his Servants in both Kingdoms j 
4 !n the carrying on of that work,, wherein they-ſtand ſo 
| tiuchingaged. Herein he hath clearly manifeſted his own 
4 | power, wiſdom» and goodneſle for our encouragement 
totruſt him 1n the managing of his own Work, and our ut- 
- | rerinabllity to effett ir of our ſelves ; thereby ro train us up 
. tda more humble and faithfull dependency uvon himws 
{| doall, when we by our own wifdom and ſtrength 
{I $0do nothing, Qui perploniutes we mult confeſle, wm 
F & : alle 


370, ' The General | 

and have been many, andyetin the midft of them all we cans 

not bur thankfully acknowledge it is a roken for good , and || 

that which hath bin and ſtill 1s a great comforrand refreſhing Þ| 

toour hearts, that God hath given you wiſdom timely ro* Þ A 

foreſee approaching dangers, but eſpecially ro behold, ay | 
yo 


the ſtedfaſtneſſe of your Faith, in that borh formerly 
have been and atpreſentare able totruſt God in {traits and JJ, 
ro appear for him in greateſt dangers, ſo your eminent faith Þ jy, 
fulveſle and ipregtity tm your firm adhering to your firft prin« Þ 1; 
ciples , and Chiefly in your conſtancy and zeal for the pre- } 144 
ſervation and proſecution of the Solemn League and Cove- 2c 
nant, ſo Religiouſly ingaged in by both Kingdoms: In} {, 
your vigorous purſuance whereof, with much thankfule 
neſſe to God, We are very ſenſible moreparticularly of your 
ſteering ſoſteady , andeven a conrſe berween the dangerony 
rocks of Prophanefle and Malignancie en the one hand, and I 
of Errour , Schiſme , Herefie and Blaſphemy on the other | A 
hand; as alſoof your conftant defiresand endeavours to pies 
ſerve the Peace and Union between the two Nations fo 
nearly and ſo many wayes United- In all which we humbly 1 
acknowledge the mercy and faithfulnefle of God in guiding 
you ſo graciouſly hitherrozand through his affiſtance we ſhall-Þ jnp 
{ll þe_ready to afford yau the beſt help & incouragement of || of 
our prayers .and praiſes to God on yonr behalf; having'tliks {| Af 
confidence that he who.hath already vouchſafed!you and us tin 
ſo many, bleffed pledges ef his favour , will in his own time || the 
* and way accompliſh his own Work , which ſo much cons Þ «þ, 
cerveth his own Glory and his Peoples good: To his moſt: Þ the 
gracious protection & guidance in theſe doubtfull and dan«'F ca 
eroustimes we humbly commend you andall your holy -en- } bu 
eavours, and reſt, —_— 


W:flminſter ]uve 7. Subſcribed in the name and by the apointe (| 
1648. ment of the whole &ſſembly by us. 
Dans: SER! 

Tothe Right Honourable , © # 
Right Reverend, the + Charles Harle , Prolocutor, | 
Generall Aſſembly of;the William Gouge, Aſſeſſor. '| T 
Church of. Scotland , Henry Robrough , Scriba., 
or their Commiſſioner, =Adonitam Byfield, Seriba- | 2 


* 


' Tuly 15. Antemeridien, Sef.IV. 
| Aff concerning Commisſions from Burghs. 


'* | gl is reſolved by the Genera)l Aſtembly , untill the mate 
ter concerning Commiſſioners from Burghs be further 
thought upon , that in the mean time according to the ordi- 
nary practiſe no Commiſſion ro the 'Generall Aſſembly be 
admirted from Burghs , but ſuci as ſhall be conſented to, 
and approven by the Miniſtry and Seſlions thereof , rhe per- 
ſons elected being always Elders. | 


— 


% 
—  —— — 


July 18. 1648. Antemeridiem. Sefl. VI 


AF concerning the examining of the proceed- 
ings of the Commiſſioners of Hſſemblies- 


{ Bram Generall Afembly renewsand revives the A of 


| the Aſſembly holden at Bruntiland Anno 1601. concern- 

+| ing the examination of the proceedings of the Commiſſion 

| ofthe General! Aſſembly , tenour whereof. follows. The 
s f Aſſembly bath Ordained that in every Aſſembly tobe conveened mall 

us { time coming ſuch as sball happen to be appointed Commisfioners from 
ne JF. the Generall Aſſembly, to endure while the Aſſembly next thereafter, ' 
nt | hall give” an occount of their proceedings during the whole time of 

oſt their Commiſion in the beginning of the Aſiembiy , before any other 
= | cauſe or matter be handled aud their proceedings to be allowed or diſal- ' 
n- | bwed as th: Aſſembly hall think expedient. | 


— 


Iuly 18. 1648. Poſtmeridiem. Seff. VII. 


| Approbation of the proceedings of theGommiſ-. 
=_ ſi0n of rhe preceding A ſtmbly, 


1 0 THE Generall Aſſembly having examined the proceedings 
| ofthe Commiſſion of the preceeding Aſſembly, eſpeci». 
* | aly their Declararions , Remonſtrances , Repreſenta- 

| | | Aa 2 Llons 
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tions» Petitidns , Vindication, and other Papers relating } 


to the preſent Engagement in War , Do unanimouſly finde 
that 1n all their proceedings, they have been zealous, 


diligent and Faithfull in cr ood. of the gig Ko apkIEs to. E 
approve the whole procee- | 


them ; And therefore ratifie a 


dings» Acts and concluſions of the ſaid Commiſſion, and, Y. 


particularly their Papers relating to the ſaid Engagement, J , 
and their judgement of the unlawfulnefſerhereof, Appoin-. I 
ting M1 John Moncreiff Moderator protemporeto return them , 
hearty thanks in name of the Aſſembly for ther great pains,” 
travells & fidelity in matters of ſo grear Concernment to the 
Cauſe of God and to this Kirk . admidit ſo great and many. 


difficulnes, | | 


i _—_—_—_—_— 


July 20.1648. Poſtmeridiem , SeN.X, 
Approbation of the larger Catechiſme. 


He Generall Afembly having exatly examined and . 

ſeriouſly conſidered, the larger Catechiſme agreed upon 
by the Aſſembly of Divines fitring at V/eſtminſter with afli-. 
ſtance of Commiſſioners fiom this Kirk , Copies thereof 
being Printed , and ſent to Presbyteries for the more exact 
tryall thereof, and publick intimation being frequently - 
made in this Aſſembly , rhatevery one that had any doubts ' 
or objetions upon it, might put them in ; Do finde upon 
due examination thereof, Thar the ſaid Carechiſme is 
agreeable ro the Word of God , - and in nothing contrary to | 
the received Dottrine , Worſhip, Diſcipline and Govern- 
ment of this Kirk, anecesſary part of the intended Unifor= _ 


mity in Religion, and arich treaſure for increaſing now” 
ledge among the People of God, and therefore the As 


Po 


em- 
bly , as they blesſe the Lord that ſo excellent a Catechiſme - 


is preparod » ſothey Approve the ſameas a part of Unifor-Þ ®) 


mity 3 Apreeing for their part, thatit be a common Cate- + 
chiſme for. the three. Kingdoms , anda DireQory for Ca- | ! 
techiſing ſuch as have made ſome- poficigncy in the know- © 


ledge ofthe grounds of R6Jigiony 


Jul: 
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| Ubmbby, 164% 33. 
| July 21- 1648. Antemeridiem» Sefl. 11. | 
pA againſt ſudden admitting depoſed Mini © 


- i frers to particular Congregations. 
1 T He General Afembly conſidering the davger ofſudden 
j 4 receiving of depoſed Miniſters at this time when Ma- 
Ignancy is likely to ſpread ;' Therefore finding it neceſlary 
nll the ends of the Solemn League andCoyenant be ſerled 
and (ecuredro reftraiv the ſuddenneſs of admitting depoſed 
Miniſters ro particularcharges, Do Ordain that notwith= 
tandingany Licenſe to be granted for openingthe mouths 
ofdepoſed Miniſters yet they ſhall nor be actually admitted 


| !0any particular Congregations without conſent of the Gee 


nerall Aflembly,, Declaring for ſuch as have already their 
mouths opened before rhe rime , thar if any calling to a 
particular charge offer unto them before the next Aſſembly » 
It hall be ſufficient for them to have the conſent of the 
Commiſſioners of this General! Afſzmbly, 


— 
EOS 


luly 25. 1648. Antemerigiem . Seſl: 14+ 


The ſemblies Anſwer tothePaper ſent from 
the Committee of Ejtates of the 24. Fuly. 


Tic Generall Aſſembly having conſidered the Paper of 
the 24. Fuly delivered to them trom rthe-conference, and 


7} having compared it with the other Paper of the 17. of Jul 


preſented from the Honourable CGommmuttee of Eſtates whe- 


I reunto it relates, and with the Declaration lately emirred 
-- bytke Commirtee to the Parliament and Kingdom of Eng 
| land, finde that tt is ſuppoſed by their Lordſhips , that we 


; lad Paper declare; 


may be ſatisfied in point of the ſecuriry of Religion accord= 
ingto the Covenant ; notwihſtanding of rhe preſent engape- 
4 mentin warz The Aſſembly dothereforz1n anſwer ro the 


Aa3 Ta 
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That we ſee no poſſibility of ſecuring Religion, as long ax | ® 
this unlawfull Engagement is carried on » Religion being | 
therevy greatly endangered, ol 

1, Becauſe none of the juſt and necesſary defires of the Y 


Commiſſion of the late General Asſembly for ſecuringReli-* 
gion have bin gragttd or ſatisfied 3 More particularly it wag 
_ repreſented tothe High and Honourable Court of Parlia- 
ment, rthar for ſecuring of &eligion. ir was necesſary that 
the Popiſh, Prelaticall and Malignant party , be declared 
Enemies to the Cauſe upon the one hand , as well as Seta- 
ries upon the other ,* and that all Asſociations , either in 
Forces or Councels with the former as well as rhe larterhe 
avoided. Thar his Majeſties Gonceilians and offers concern. 
ing Religion , ſent home fromthe Ifle of //ight , be decla. 
red by theParliament to be unſarisfattory , 'L'nar before his 
_ Majeſtiesreſtirution to theexerciſe of his Royall power asſus 
Tance be had from his Majeſty by his ſolemn Oath under his. 
hand and Seal for ſettling Religion according to rhe Coves - 
rant, Thartheir Lordſhips ſhould keep themſelves from 
owning any quarrel concerning his Majeſties Negative voices | 
That the managing of che publike affairs, might be intruſted 
onely to ſuch perſons as have given conſtant proof of their 
integrity , and againſt whom there is no juſt cauſe of excep- 


Fi P 


tion or jealouſte , and that there might be no Engagement 
without. a ſolemn Oath , wherein the Kirk ought ro have. 
rhe ſame intereſt they had in the ſolemn League and Coves' 
nant ; All whichare more particulatly expresſed in the Pa- 
pers given in by the Commiſion of the late Asſembly ro the 
Parliament ; noiwithſtanding the Engagement harh been 


carried on without ſatisfaCtion to theſe and tht like defires, | 


. and ſo without giving ſecurity in the point of Religion , bit 
with great and manifeſt danger to-the ſame. 
2. Asthe happy Union of the Kingdoms , by the.folemn 
League and Covenant hath been juſtly looked upon as aſpe- 
Ciall means for preſerving and ſtrengthening the rrue Re» 


formed Religion In this Iſland, So it isno lesſe weakened & | 


hurt by endeavonring a breach between theſe Kingdoms 3 
Which howſoever diſclaimed,is yet manifeſt from the realt- 
$yof the publike proceedings in this Engagement: wo 

; | ; | pamely | 
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'L x | namely from the negle&t of endeayouring a Treaty between 


eing } 8h Kingdoms for preventing of War and bloodſhed as was 

| earneſtly defired , from thcir aſſociating and joyning with 
* the # known Malignants and Incendiaries , and ſuchas have been 
os ® declared Eeemies to this Cauſesfromrheir entring the King= 
was | dom of England with an Army , upon the grounds ofthe De= 
liz. 8 clararion of thePaliament, which cannot but infer a'National 
chair 4 quarrel againſt the Parliament and Kingdom of England, and 
red from ther garriſoning the frontireTowns of thar Won. 
rp '3- The Engagement is carried on by ſuch means and 
in |. ways, as tend to the deſtroying of Religion , by enſnaring 
be and forcing the conſciences of the people of God with un= 
r0« lawfull Bands and Oathes , and oppreſtiing the Perſons and 
la. | Eftates of ſuch as have been moſt aCtiveand zealous for Re= 
his ligion and the Covenant. All which is ſtrengthened and au- 
Ys thorized by Acts of Parliament, appointing thar all thatdo 
his | notobey, orperſwade others no: to obey the Reſolutions 
e& .| of Parliamenrand Committee anent this Engagement , or 


m who ſhall not ſubſcribe the ACt and Declaration of the 1o. 
e& | June , 1648. impoicd upon all the Subje&s , ſhall be hoſ- 


ed | denasenemies tothe Cauſeand to Religion » and have their 
ir perſons ſ2cured, and their Eſtates intromitted with. 

pe 4. The Engagement is carried on, not without great en- 
It croachments upor the Liberries of the Kirk , as we are rea® 
Ee dy to cle:r in many particulars, 

. wherefore tize ſecurity of Religion , and carrying, on of 
"Þ the preſenc Engagement being inconfiltent , We do pro- 
1e poſe for the neces{ary ſecurity and [afery of Religion, rhat 
Til allthe dangers thereof may be takento corfideration, and 


amonett the reſt rhe ſaid Engagement as one of the greateſt 


which yet being eſtabbſhed and authorized by Act of Par= 
lament, weleave it to their Lordihips-to think of what 
n remedies may be provided for redrefiing grievances which 
- flow from ſuch As and Ordinances. Ihis we are ſure of, 


» the publike deſires of the Kirk will abundanrly witneſſz 
z | for us, thatſuch rhings as were neces(ary tor the ſecurity 
; ofReligion , were in due ſeaſon repreſented , & yer not 
- granted by them that had greater power 8 authority at that 
{| time whenit was much more eafie to give ſatisfaction the- 
Aa 4 | rein 


376 The Generall © 


rein then now; So rhar the blame cannor lye upon the Genes k | 
ral Aſſembly or their Commiſiioners thar Religion 1 noc (ea? | Acts 


_ En 
luly 28. 1648. Antemeridiem , Se. XVIII, }; 
AG and Declaration againſt the AF of Par. _ 
liament & C ommittee of Eſtates ordained to be ſubſcyi. 
bed the 10, andit.of Fune, and againſt all new Oathes 
or Bands in the common Cauſe impoſed without 
conſent of the Church. 
TE Generall Aſſembly taking to conſideration a Dec la- 
ration and ACt of Parliament, of the date 10. of Junt, 
164, highly concerning Religion, and the conſciences of 
the People of God in the Land , and one Ad of the Com- 

, mittee of Eltares, of the date 12. of Jane, t 64S. both pube - 
liſhed 10 Print , whereby all Subjets are Ordained by ſubs 
ſcription to ackthowledpe as juſt, and oblige themſelves rq 
adhere unto rhe ſaid AR and Declaration , containing an 
obligation upon their honours and credirs , andas they de- 
fireto be, and tobe holden, as lovers of their Country, 
Religion, Laws and Liberties, to joyn and concur with 
their Perſons and Eſtates in the afliſtance of the execution, 
and obſervation of the As and Conſtitutions of this Pars 
liamenr,asthe moſt fit and neceffary remedies of the by-gone _ 
and preſent evils and diltraCtipns of this Kirk and Kingdom, } * 
and forthe preſervation of Religion, Laws and Liberties 


c 
and of his Majeſties authority , with certification that ſuch }Þ t 
asretuſe or delay to ſubſcribe the ſame, ſhall be holden as | 
1 

{ 


E nemies and Oppoſites co the Common Cauſe , conſiſting 
inthe maiutenance of the true reformed Religion , of rhe 
Laws and Liberties of the Kingdom and of his Majeſties au- 
 thority, Which ſubſcription the Aﬀembly cannot others 
wiſe look upon, then as a ſnare for the People of God to 
involye them in guiltineſle , and ro draw them from their 
former Principles and Vows in rhe ſolemn League and Co- 
enant, For that ſubſcription were an approving of ſome 
Acts of Parliament, which they have never yer ſeen nor 
EY | knowny 


—_— 
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10s | konwn , they rot being all publiſhed , were an agrecing no 
ſea Bs of Parliament, highly concerning Religion and the : 
ZFCovenant> made nor onely without, but expreſly(agaiatt rhe I 
al i adviſe of the Kirk, were an acknowledging ot this preſent 2 
I *F Engagement in War, inall the meansand ways for promo. 
' I ving theſame, ro be the moſt fit and neceflary remedies of 
"+  { the by-gone andpreſent evils, whereas ſo many Petitions ro 
jo | tePariamenc, from Cammirtees of War, Synods, Pres» 
{ by:cries and Paroches have made it appear, that theyare ns 
my {atisfied therewith 1a point of conſcience 3 were an 
acribing of 4 power to th= Parliament, to declare theſe to 
heenznues ro ih2 rrue Religion , whom the Kirk hath no: 
- declared to be ſuch but rather friends ; were an approving 
, ofan Act made for the reitraining rhe libercy of printing 
F | from the Kirk, yea and of all the Acts ofthe Commitrec of 
Eftares, to be made in time coming, till March 1650. which 
 - | by Act of Parliament are ordained to be oeyed 3 were an 
allowing of Atts for ſecuring of th perſons, and intromet.. 
"ting with the Eſtates of ſuch asthemſelves ſhall not obey», or 
perſwade others nor to obey reſolutions concerning this Ene 
o2yement , and for proteCiing perſons under Kirk Cenſures, 
and ſoaninfringing and violating of the Liberties and Diſ- 
cipline ofthe Kirk eflabliſhed by the Laws of the Land, 
and (worn to1n the Nationall Covenant to be defended , 
under the pains contained in the Law of God, Andinall 
theſe, ſuch as doſubſcribe , do binde themſelyes not only 
to active obedience 1ntheir own perions , burtothe urging 
_ of active obedience upon ali ochers, and ſo draw upon 
. themſelves all rae guilrtinesſe and fad conſequences of the 
. preſent engagement; Yea, ſuch as are Members of Parlia« 
went» and have in the Oath of Parliament (wprn not to Votre 
or conſent to any thing ;; but whar rotheir belt knowledge 
is moſt expedient for Religion , Kirk and Kingdom , aid 
accordingly have reaſoned ayainſt, and atsſented from divers 
Acts of chis Parliament , Theſe by the ſubſcription of rhis 
Act , cannot eſchew rhe danger of perjury , in obliging 
themſelves to aCtive obedience to theſe Akts, which accord- 
'J 1ogto their Oath, they did judge uulawfull, Neither can 
the 38, AR of the Parliament 1640. wherein ſucha kinde of 
gs Aag Band 
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Band was enaRted-to be ſubſcribed by any precedent orW > | 
xant for ſubſcibing of this Act ; For ir plainly appears by the” 
narrative of that AR omitted in this Band , how great a ditfes | 


rence there 1s between the condition of affairs then & now.. 


Then the Kings Commiſlioner had left and diſcharged theſit- | 
ting of rheParl.then rheParl.for ſitting was declared Traitors, || x 


and Armies 1n England and Ireland prepared againſt them, 


then not only the Acts, bur the very authority of Parliament 
was called in queſtion, then Kirk and Stare were united in | 
the Cauſe againſt rhe Malignant party , then nothing was 


dererminedin Parliamentin matters of Religion without, 
much leſſ2 againſt the advice of the Kirk: Burt beſide thar, it 


was not thought expedient by the State,thar tharBand ſhould 
be * anpcn througirthe Kingdom. The caſe now not onely. 


difters from what was then, Buris in many things juſt cons 
rxary,as 1s evidentto all who will compare the two together, 
And therefore theGenerall Aſſembly profefling in all tender 
reſp2& tothe high and Honourable Court of Parliament and 
Commirree of Eſtates, bur finding a ftraitertye of God lying 
upon their Conſctences., that they be not ſound unfaithfull 
warchmen, and betrayers of the {ſouls of theſe committed to 
their charge, Do unanimouſly Declare che foreſaid ſubſcrip- 
tion to be unlawfull and finfull. And dowarn, and lnthe 
Name of the Lord Chargeall the members of this Kirk , to 
forbear the ſubſcribing of the aid AR and Declaration, much 
more the urging of che ſubſcription thereof, as they would 
not incur the wrath of God , and the Cenſures of the Kirk, 
And conſidering how neceſſary it is that according to the 
eight defire ofrne Commisfioners of the Aﬀſembly ro the 
Parizament , rhe Kirk might have the ſame intereſt in 
any nzw Oathes 1n this Cauſe, as they had inrhe ſolemn 
League and Covenant , and what dangers of contradi= 
Cory Oathes., perjuries and ſnares to mens Cconſctences 


may fall out otherwiſe : Therefore they likewiſe Enjoyn 


all the members of this Kirk, to torbear the ſwearing, ſuv- 


—— —— << _ 


ſcribing or prefling of any newOarhes orBands1n thisCauſe, } 


without adviſe and concurrence of the Kirk , eſpecially 


any nezarive Oathesor Bands , which may any way limitor -Þ 


xeſtrain 


_ 
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xftrain them 1n the duties wherennto they are obliged , by 
gationall'or ſolemn League and Covenant , and that with 
certification as aforeſaid. And ſuch as pave already prefſed 
or ſubſcribed the foreſaid Act and Declaration, The Gene= 
zall Afſembly doth hereby exhort them moſt earneſtly in the 


' bowels of Chriſt , to repent of that their defefion. And 

| Ordains thar Presbyteries, or incaſe of their negligence , 
or being overawed the provinciall Synods or the Commiſii= 
' on of the Aſſembly , which of them ſhall firſt occur , and 


incaſe of the Synods negligence, that the ſaid: Commiſſion 
he carefull to proceed'againſt, and ceuſure the Corravecners 
ofthe Act acording to the quality and degree of.their offen« 
ces as they will bo anfwerable ro the Generall Aſſ:mbly ; | 
and that therefore 'this At be ſent ro Presbyteries to þe © 
publiſhed 1n the ſeveral Kirks of their bounds, 


—_— — 


EI ones 


Eodem die Poſtmeridiem. Sell. X I y. 
Approbation of the ſhorter Catechiſme 
the ſhorter Carechiſme, agreed upon by the Aſlem- 


bly of Divines fitting at V/eſtminſter » with afliſtance 
of Commiſſioners from this Kirk, Doe finde upon due exe 


Ti E Generall Aſemblyihaving ſeriouſly conſidered 


 amination thereof, Thar the ſaid Catechilme 1s agreeable 


to the Word of God, and in nothing contrary to the re= 
ceived » Doctrine , Worſhip, Diſcipline and Governmenc 
of this Kirk, And therefore Approve'the ſaid ſhorter Cate- 
chiſme as a part of the intended Unifermity, to be a Dire» 


Rory for Catechiſing ſuch as are of weaker capacitie. 


A — 
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CAT diſcharging a little Catechiſme print ed. þ 


AY from * 
| towh! 
x zhapy 

at Edinburgh, 1647, hr 7 
T* E Generall Agdembly having found in little Ca 


rechiſme , printed at Edinburgh , entituled , The! Y'a 

A. B. C. with the Catebhifme , That is to ſay , an mſtrnA- 'Þ| here 
3022 to be taught and learned of young children , very groſle errourg |! 
in the point of Uniyerſall Redemption , andin the number - | 
of the Sacxaments', Therefore doe diſcharge the venting ' } Wes 
or ſe1ling of the ſaid Catechiſme of the foreſa1d imprefſion ,  } Ord 
or of whatſoever other impretios the fame be of , and all ' 
uſe thereof in Schools or Families , Inhibiting alſo all Prin. 
ters to reprint the ſame , And recommends to Presbyterigg 
eo take ſpeciall care that this Act be obeyed. p-- 


kD a dd ds. th. tf —— a 


VIt. luly 1648. Poſtmeridiem , Seff, 21. 


A Declaration of the Generall A fiembly con- _ 
cerning the preſent dangers of Religion, and eſpecially, | 
the unlawfull engagement inWar , againſt the King» | 
dom of England; Together , withmany neceſſary ex- 
 hortations and dirGions to all the Members 
of the Rirk of Scotland. 


Iz cannot ſeem ſtrange to any that confidereth the great |. 
rruſt that lyeth on us , comparing the, ſame with the _ 
eminent dangers wherewith the Cauſe of God. is inviro». 
ned in this Land, if at this time We declare our ſenſe 
thereof, and warn the people of God fram this watch-tower 
of the preſent duties incombent to 'them 3 Our witneſſe 
151n heaven, and our record on high, that we doe not 
this from any disreſpett to the Parliament whom we have 
honoured and will eyer honour and alſo obey in all things 
whichare agreeable to the Word of God, to our Solemn 
Coyenants : Aud to the duties of our Callings , Np 
ron 
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${fom any difſoyalty or unduirfulneſle to the Kings Majeſtic 
4 [whom we heartily wiſh , andrto his poſterity after him » 
> Fzhappy Reigne over theſe Dominions , Nor from any faCti- 
> $ousdiſpofition or ſiding with thisor that party whatſoever » 
© I Nor from any contentious humour abour light or ſmall mate 
"ters, Nor from any favour to or complyance with SeCtaries, 
"I zgainft whoſe curſed opinions and ungodly praQtiſes, wehave 
- Þ heretofore given ample teſtimony , and are ſtilt obliged 
rs | Solemn Covenant to endeavour the extirpation of Herefie 
Xr | ad Schiſm.3 Bur from rhe Conſcience of our duty when 
g | theglory of God, the Kingdom of his Son, his Word , 
,._ | Ordinances , Goyernment,- Covenant, Miniſtery , Con= 
1 J ſciences of People, Peace and Liberties of the Kirk are in- 
a |  -— gl and almoſt overwhelmed with great and growing 
q- gers., | 
. How freely and faithfully the ſervants of God of old have 
 tebuked finin perſons of all rarks , not ſparing Kings, Sta. 
tesnor Kingdoms , the Scripture maketh it moſt plain toall 
that looks thereon ; Neither want we domeſtick-examples , 
ifwe look back a little upon the behaviour of our zealous 
- . | Anceſtoursin this Kirk , who not only in their Sermons ſe- 
4 *crally with great gravity and freedom reproved the fins of 
| therime, Bur moreeſpecially in the Kirk Judicarories plain 
#4 anddownright dealing was moſt frequent and familiar , as 
- ppearsinthe Aſſemblies holden in Jauneand in Oftober 15f2. 
| inOfober 1583. in May 1592, in May 1554. and in March 
 þ 1595, And not only the Generall Afſembly by themſelves , 
4 buralfo by their Commiſſioners faithfully and freely labou- . 
| 'F Ted tooppofeall the ſteps of defeiony as at other times 
ſoin the yu 1596. wherein four or five ſeyerall times they 
ah moſt free admonitions ro the King , Parliament and 
'F: Councell, withaProteftation at the laſt before God» rhat 
.} they were free of their blood , and of wharſoever judge= 
. ment ſhould fall upon rhe Realm, and that they durſt not for 
| fear of commirting High Treaſon -againſt Jeſus Chriſt rhe 
- onely Monarch of his Kirk , abſtain any longer from fighs 
ting againſt their proceedings with the ſpiritual armour gratt= 
| fd to them of God, and mighty in him for overthrowing; 
. Ulcheſebulyarks ſetup againſt his Kingdom: And intheir 
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33» The General 
Declaration then emitted to the Kingdom, - they ſhew th 
it was a main defign ro haue the freedom of the Spirit of God 


in the rebnke of Sin'by the mouthe of his Servants reſtrained! | * 


and therefore they warne all P:ſtours of their duty in apply« : 


ing DoQtine and free preachihg, Like as the Aſſembly, 


24, March i596 reckons up amongſt the corruptions of the 
Mtiſtery to be cenſured with deprivation , if continued in, 


the nor applying their DoArine againſt the corruptions of ' 


the time , which was renewed in out late Aſſembly at 
Glaſgow 1638. What hath been done fince that Aſſembly is 
1n recent memory; and the Papers to that purpoſe have been 

ubliſhed in Print, andare in the hands of all » Therefore 

eing warranted by the Word of God, and encouraged by: 
the forementioned examples, as after exact examination; 
we have approven the proteedings of the Commiſſioners of 
the laſt Generall Aﬀembly, and fpeciaily their Declarations 


Defires , Repreſentatations.,, Remonſtrances, Suppliczs | 
tions, Vindication and other Papers: relating to the preſent 


engagment ia War, wherein they havegiven good proofof 
their fidelity , wiſdom and zeal in the cauſe of God , So we 
finde our (elves neceſſitate tomake known untoall the Peo-' 
ple of God in this Nation our ſenſe concerning the daugers 
and duries of this preſent time. | 


. Thecry ofthe inſolenciegof thispreſent Army from ale. |. 
moſt all-rhe parts of this Kingdom , hath been ſo great that” Þ ; 
it hath gone uptoheaven , and if we ſhould be ſilent, we' 
could not be reputed faithfull in the performance of our*Þ- 
duty. Wedo acknowledge thar iris incident uptoall ArF: 
miesto be ſubjet unto ſome diſorders , and the MiniſtersofÞ 
the Kingdom have not been dificient in former times to re- | _ 


Lani 


fure 
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preſent the ſame as they come umo their kaowledge, calling | - 


for the redresſe of them at their hands who had power : But} 


the Commiſiioners of this preſent Aﬀembly from the (everall 


Provinces have exhibited great variety of abominable ſcan- 
dak and hainous impleties and. infolencies committed by 
perſons imployed in this ſervice, whereof we think firting' } 


here to give you a touch, - 


As iſliberry had been proclaimed to the luſts of lewd men," 


$of Land 


Theſe that have been imployed in very many place 
| | the Land 


+ | Land have uſed horrible extortion of Moneys ar their plea « 
ſure, and beſide the taking of victualsas they would for their 
ned” | own uſe , or have in. ſ{everall places wilfully deſtroyed 
lv. | the ſame > and have plundred many houſes , taking all away 
ly, | they could anddeſtroying what hey couldnot carry away; in 
1” | thisgreat oppreflion&ſpoil of goods as the ſufferers were ma- 
ny ſo chotſe hath been made of thoſewhoPetitioned theHigh 
py) 1 :zndHonourableCourr of Parliament for ſarisfaftion to their 
Or'J. Conſciences before the Engagement , or who were know 
XJ romakeconſcience of the worſhip of God in their families, 


oF -on whom they might exerciſe their raging wrath and unſa« 
V tiable convetouſneſle 3: Nor ſtayed their rage here » butas 
'© | though the war had been againſt God , publick Faſts haye 
by not only been negleCted; bur profaned by riotous ſpending 
. :and making /merry , Divine Worſhip have been 1n many 
* | partsdiſturbed , ſome Miniſters and people impeded from 
15s - coming togerher , others ſcattered\when they were mer, 
vn  fome taken out of Kirks in time of worſhip , others appre- 
f "ended at their coming our at the Kirk doors and carryed 
s | away; Beſides thefe Miniſters in performing rhe worſhip of 
= God have been menaced, contradicted , not without blas- 
+ | ph<mous Oarhes , yeatheirperſons 1n Pulpit asſaulted, nor 


to ſpeak of the ſpoiling of their goods , taking ; beating, 

{ carrying away their perſonsand detaining them for a time. 
-J And finally that which exceds all the reſt and is more 1mme- 
- | diately and direRly againſt God, there hath alſo been many 
4 cruel] mockings of his Worfhip , and horrid blasphemies 5 
2F Andiris not to be marvelled rhat ſuch imſolencies have been 
> committed; fince there hath been admitied upon this fervice 
 ſonie Papiſts, ſome bloody Iriſh Rebels, tome non Cove- 
| ' nanters, and very many fugitives from-Kirk Diſcipline » 
} - Finally , even thoſe who have beenupon the late Rebellion, 
| 3nd theſe not onely common Souldiers but Commanders,be- 
fide many voluntiersWho have no ſpeciall command & truſt. 

- Beſides all theſe, the Liberties of the: Kirk have been grie- 
vouſly-encroached upon 1+ By emitting Declarations from 
the Parliament and Committee of Eſtates , containing 
ſeverall rhings highly concerning Religion without the ad- 
ice. gr conſent ofthe General} Asſembly or their Commuse 
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fioners, which wasa ground of proteſtation to divers Mens oY { 
b=rs of Parliament who have been moſt zealous and ativein* Ike1 
the Canſe. 2. The Article of Religion as expreſſed in the Bet 
Declaration of Parliament hath init many dangerous expregs* Bin 
fons, which are particularly inſtanced in the Repreſentations Þ ys 
of rhe Commiſſioners of the Generall Aſſembly ; And the”; 
fame Article of Religion in rhe late Declaration of th nt wi 
Committee of Eſtates to England 'is more unſatisfattory thew'Þ i; 
the former : Like asin the (aid late Declaration there is a Wk, 
rotall omiſſion of ſome moſt marteriall things pretended toin | he 
the Declaration of Parliamenr as ſatisfaGory in point of ſe» Þ yg 
curing Religion , wz. the clauſe concerning ſecurity tobe | þf 
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had from his Mjeſty by his ſolemn Oath under his handand I & 
Seal > that heſhill for himſelf and his Succefſors give his | 
Royill afſznt , and agree toſuch Ac of Acts of Parliament, : to! 
and Bills as ſhall be preſented co him by his Parliamentsof Þ 


both and either Kingdoms reſpectively for ej oyni ng Pregs : "# 
byreriall Govertiment , Direfory of Worſhip and Confes«Y* 
Fon of Faith in all his Majeſties Dominions, and thathig*F: 
Majeſtic ſhall never make oppoſition to any of thoſe, nor! ; ow 
endeavourany Change thereof; alſo the clauſe 2gainſt allo& Y 


efation with any that refuſe to take the Covenant 1somittec : 0p 
From all which it may wy ye in how great danger the libe*J :11; 


A, 2 
wet O ; 


tres of the Kirk and even Religion it ſelfare lefe. 3. Inthe Þ* a5, 
cloſe of the Declaration of Pa:liamenr, there is a new and#*+ 5, 
unſound glosſe put upon the Covenant and Adts of Genes 
ral Asſembly, contary to the ſenſe of the General Asſembl 
itſelf, as is more fully expresſed in the Repreſentationof 
the late Commiſſion. 4. No redresſe by the Parliaments| 
certain injuries. complained of to their Lordſhips by the 
Commiffoners of the preceeding Generall Asſembly ; 
5. Endeayours to weaken and fruſtrate Kirk - Cenſures by 
making, proviſions for ſecuring the ſtipends of ſuch as ſhal 
 becenſured for their concurring in, or preaching for this 
preſent Engagement. 6. A mifrepreſentation of rhe pros 
ceedings of the Commiliion of the Generall Asſembly byY* 
- the Parhaments Letter of May x1. to the ſeverall Presbyy 

 teries , endeayouring to incenſethem againſt the Commis*=tH7p 
Lon of rhe late Asſgmbly and tg pre-ocupie their Conf 

. miſſhonery? 
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nery tee & frequent warnings giver by{fairhfulMinifters in there 
EF fermons, notwithſtanding alſo that it was nor unknown 

© F how much the generality of the wel-affeted in the Kingdom 
were unſatisfied intheir conſciences with thegrounds and 
way of the ſaid Engagement, yer good people are not onely 

x | kft-unſarisfied intheir and our defires, but compelled and 
nd . Forced either ro fin againſt their conſciences or tobe under - 
Ws | heavy preflures & burdens. 8, Yeain thelate Band injoyned 
4 tobe ſubſcribed by all theSubjes of this Kingdom, men are 
0% 4 purto it t6 joyn and coucur with their Perſons & Ftates in 
"4 *headvancement, furtherance and affiſtance of the execution 
4 obedience Kobſervation of the A&sand conſtitutions of the 
27 ate Parliament; & conſequently, as many as think the En=' 
3; gagement unlawful ſhall bind themſelves nor onely for their 
7 -own partagainſt their conſciences, butroinforce the ſame 
64 *npon others who refuſe, and. ſo not onely.be opprefled., 
Ph bur: turn oppreflours. of others. 9g. This all the ſubjects 
= ze required by the Act and Declaration of Parliament ro 
ZInbfcribe , as they defire rg be holden true lovers of Reli- 
*g100; Ir being further affirmedin the faid A and Decla- 
mation » that theActsand Conſtitutions of the late Parlia« 

+ ment ; are rhe moſt fir and neceſſary remedies for preſerva- 
inion of Religion ;.- Where the Parhament afſume ro them- 
Efelves, without the advice and conſent of rhe Aﬀemblies 
ofthe Kirk , to judge and determine ſuch things wherein , 

(if in any thing)- the eccleſiaſtical Aſſemblies have undoub= 
=tedly a ſpecial intereſt, -2iz. who are ito be holden 1o- 
me $ of Religion , and what are rhe moſt fir and neceſſa- 


4 


ay remedies for preſervation of Reliztion: Yea it is or- 
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$0ancd by the fourth Act of Parliament. 1540. that for pre= 
q f Ervarion of Religion,G. Aſſemblies rightly conftirute, asrhe 


{proper & competent judge of all matters Eccleſiaſtical , be 
+ xeped yearly and oftner prorengte. The Coronation Oath 
*% | | B þ "> ria doth 


: 
. us 
*$ : 
'$: " 

| 20 

F. £ 
> 
-_ 


s x 
&o 
4, 


bt *. 
os 
, L 
« L 
V F; Fa 


aq 77 De. ITY ON Wb -—- 
0 Wc ony, p $1 th Ye SP 3. 92 "Y = LA... F . *C X53 x 
4 \ - ” E _ , wg o ad «49 : b "% pe +5. F. #2 7 a » A + 
: 4 F 


386 The GeneraR T 
doth alſo ſuppoſethe antecedent Judgement of the Kirk, 4 #n 
theproper and competent judge who are enemies ro trag/Þ| Ii 
Religion & who not;for his Majeſty obliged himſelf by chag hen 
Oath, thathe ſhoaldbe caretull ro roo; our all Heretickg p* 
and enemies to the true Worſhip of God , who ſhall boi 
convict by the true Kirk of God, of the aforeſaid cri mes, I, cal 
To. The General Afſemby and their Commiſhonersare now] 4 
deprived of their liberty of Printing, conmfired and ratified M: 
by Act ofParliament, there being an inhibition to the cons} -« 
trary upon the PRINTER, under the pain of Death} th 
by the Commitree- of Eſtates, | ++ + 
Whereas the defires ofthe Commiſſioners of the laſt Agaſj th 
ſembly - for 'the ſafery and ſecuriry of Religion , andthe me 
right manner of proceeding to war , together with the ſups "an 


; ” pe .. . . p &%/. RE - 17 
- plications of Provinciall Afſemblies and 'Presbyreries ,” all} Jec 


tending to the compoſing of the preſent unhappy differensſ tlc 
ces, andto the begerring of a right underſtanding» hav} __ 
not producedthe' defired and wiſhed -foreffe& ; But onithel ( 
contrary our juſt grievances being ſtill more and ' more i 
heightned iniquity eſtabiſhed by a law ; and that hwour- of 
in execution; We'cannotchuſe but declare and give wattief, 1 
ing to all the people of GO D inthis land , concerningtheſ: de 
ſinfalnefle and unlapsfulnes(e of the preſent Engagement:} © 
which may be demonſtrate by many rerſons , as rate es 
I. lhe Wars of GODS people, are called the Wars'off” 
the LORD, Numb. zr, 14. 2 Chron 20. 15. and ifourf} 0 
eating and drinking, much moreour engaging in war muſt} 
be for Godand for hisglory; x Cor, to- 31. whatſoevermelſ: 
doin word or deed, wear commanded todo all in the name: * 
of he Lord Jeſus, and-ſo for his glory , Col. 3: 17. Thi. £ 
: Kingdom. of GO D and the righteouſneſle thereof is to} Al 
| be tought in the firſt place and before all other things. 
Watth. 6. 33. It was the beſt flower and garland in the} © 
former expeditions of this Nation, that they were forGodJ”/ tr: 
and for Religion principally and mainly.But ifthe principa [ W! 
| End of this preſent Engagement were - for the' glory off + £0 
GOD, How comes it topaſle that nor ſo much as one of the} m1 
| defiresof the Kirk , ſor theſaferyand ſecurity of Reli zoning : 
-theſaid Engagemat, is to this day ſatisfied or gravced; Ball - 3; 
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| Aﬀſembly, 1648. 387 
+ | anche contrary ſuch courſes taken asare deſtructive to Re- 
4 ligion» And if Gods glory be intended what meaneth the 
| employing and proteCting in this Army ſo many blaſphemers 
k&& | perſecurors of Piety » diſturbers of divine worſhip , and 
be others guilty of fiotoriousand ctying fins. Again , how 
es, can it be precendedthatthe good of Religion 1s principally 
ow aimedar , when itis propoſed and declared that the Kings 
fed Majeſticſhall be brought ro ſome of his houſes in or nearLon* 
ane} don, with Honour , Freedom and Safety , before ever 
ath | there be any ſecurity had from him , or fo much as any ap- 
= Þ plication made tohim for the good of Religion, What is 
{5a $ this bur xo poſtpone the honour of God, the liberties of the 


» 
394 


the. Goſpel , the ſafety of Gods people to an humane 1oterelt , 
ld and to leave Religion ina condition of uncertainty , unſet- 
-allÞ lednefle and hazard , while it is ſtrongly endeavoured to ſer- 
en.  tleand make ſure ſomewhat elſe. 

avel 3: Suppoſe the ends of this Engagement to be good 
the ( which they are not) yet the meanes and ways of proſecu- 
ofel_ tion are unlawfull , becauſe rhere isno ane equall ayoiding 
pur. of rocks ont: both hands , but ajoyning with malignants to 
mel. {upprefſe Series, ajoyning hands with a black devill to 
theſ- deara white devil 3 They are bad Phyſicians who would ſo 
ntzÞ cure one diſcaſe as to breed another as evil; or worſe, That 
+4 there is inthe preſent Engagement a confederacy and aſfoci- 
voff- ation in war with {ſuch of the Englieh who according tothe 
rf} ſolemn League and Covenant and Declarations of 'borh 


MI Kingdoms, 1643: can be no otherwiſe looked upon bur 


well a3 Malignants and enemies of Reformation and the Cauſe 
mel. of God, is now made ſo manifeſt before Sun and Moon , 
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mall | will attentively ſearch the Scriptures , for we finde therein 
of ! condetnned .confederacies and aflociations with the ene- 
ted mics frrue Religion , wherher Canaanites , Exod, 23. 32. 
ninh: and 24. 12. x5. Devt,- 7. 2. or other heathens 1 Kip 
Il - Zx4 v4 I, 2+ ſuch was Hſs hisCovenant with Benbadad- 
—_— .... ”- * 2 Chgys. 
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. both Kingdoms. 
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388 iTheGenerall 2 
2Chpon, 16. tov. 10, Ahazhis confederacy with the Kingy oY 
of Aſhria2 King. 16.7. 10. 2 Chron. 28. 16. to v,23.or whe. 

ther the affoczation was with wicked men of the ſeed of” 4d 
Abraham , as Jehochaphats with Achab 2 Chron. 18. 3. com? % 0 
pared with chap. 19. 2. alſo his affociation with Ahaziah 27 $ 
Chron, 20.35. and Amaziachs aſſociating to himſelf 100000, | Br. 
of the ten Tribes when GOD was not with rhem, 2 Chron, | 
25. 7,8, 9, 16. The fin and danger, of ſuch affociations } 

may further appear from Tſaiah8, 1215+ Jer. 2. 18. Pal. 4" 
Io6. 35. Hof-5. 13.and 7.8, 11. Cor. 6+ 14, 15. audif F_ 
we ſhould eſtzem Gods enemies, to be our enemiesand hate. | 
them with perfect hatred, Pſal.139. 21-how can wethenjoyn..| . 
with them fas confederates and aſſociates , eſpeciallyin a. ; 
cauſe where Religion is ſo highly concerned; and ſeeing. | 
7 have been tormerly inaGtuall oppofitionto the ſame. 
CAauiece, | 5M; 

' . 3, We are commanded ifit be poſſible and as much as } : 
Heth in us to have peace with allmen, Rom. 12.18, toſeck } © 
peaceand purſueit , Pſal. 34 14. war and bloodſhed isthe } th 
laſt remedy after all the wayes and means of peace have been K 
ufed in vain.” The intended war of the nine Tribes anda Þ' F 
half againſt the ewo Tribes and half was prevented bya |. . 
Meſſage and Treaty of Peace Fosh. 22 3 The like means | 
was uſed by Fepthah ( though no with the like ſacceſs } Þ. - 
forthe preventing of war with the King of Ammon Judg. 11» 
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The very.lighr of natare hath taught Heathens not ro make: - 
war till firſt all amicable wayes of preventing bloodſhed 'Þ * 2 
weretried 3 yer this war hath been driven on without ob-\ © 
ſerving any ſuch method of proceeding - except by a meſſage | . 
\ . wherein not ſo muchas one breach was repreſented..' Yea | c 
though theſe two Kingdoms are ſtraitly united in'Covenanits F 


yet theſe who have carried on this war did not only negle&-? Þ 
to defire a Treaty , bur alſoſlight an offer of a Treaty made | . 
from the Parliament of England upon the Propoſitions of | R 


4, Thereare many clear and ful teſtimonies of Scriprures/ &o 
ap:inſt the breach .and violation of Covenants , alt! ough'] 
bur berween man and may oy Pale 55s 20, Roms 1, gl, 


: F 
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=. Afembly*; 1648: 339 
vl 2 Twn. 3-3, Eſpecially where the name of God: was inter- 
6 poſed in Covenants by any of bis people, Jer. 34, 8, 103 


» 
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I 21:18- Ezek. 17.18, x9. How much more the violation 0 
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TY \aSoiemn Covenant berween God and his people, Leve 26+ 
0. 15.25- Deut. 1722, and 29.21, 14s 25, Jer.22, $,9. L 


"King. 19. 15. Dan.11. 32, Hoſ. 6.7, If therefore the pre= 


A ſent Engagement bea breach of our ſolemn League and Cor 
1 | nant , then they who have before raken the Covenant , 
ie | and have pow joyned in this Engagement , muſt grant. by 
ts. | neceflary and infathible conſequence , [either that the Cove« 
va_.| Panci ſelf which they rook was unlawful , and ſach as they 
4 | cannot perform without fin ( which yet they cannot pro- 
8 ' ffle) orotherwiſe, thattheEngagemenr is unJawfuli and 
e | fofull» as being abreach of Covenant, andſo conrary to 


{| the Word of God; that the preſent Engagement is a breach 
4 of Covenant may appear by comparing it with each of the 
Articles,for its againſt all the fix Articles of the Covenant. 
._ - Againſt the firſt, becauſe in ſtead of the preſervation of 

the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government of this 
- Kirk ; there is not onely a greatquarelling by thoſe that do 
- Engage, at the preſent doctrine, and freepreaching, a 
- diſturbingof. and withdrawing from the Worthip , aud na« 
5 mely from the late ſolemn humiliation: Bur alſo a refuſall 
4 of ſuch things as were deſired by the Commiſſion of the 
4 late Aſſembly and Provincial Synods,as necefſary to the pre- 
'F ſervation of the true ReformedReligion: And we havejuſt 
 Cauſeof fear that the Reformation of Religion in Doctri- 
ne, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Governmenr is not intend- 
e&d to be ſufficiently maintained and preſerved , when we 
F. finde ſuch a limitation aud reſtriftion 1n the late Declaration 
4 ofthe Committee of Eſtates to the Parliament and King- 
dom of England , That they will maintain and preſerve the 
'J Reformation of Religion , DdRrine » Worship , Diſcipline and Go= 
"J vernment , asis by the mercy of GOD , and his Majeſties good- 
| xeſſe eſtabliched by Law among us 3 bur as there 1s no ituch 
> limitation in. the Covenant, to we have not had ſuch proof 
"$ ofhis Majeſties goodnefle as to eſtabliſh by Law all thar 
3 hath been by the mercies of God inacted in' Generall 
Aſſemblies, As to the oo of. rhe firſt Article » COnCcern 
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ing the'Reſormarion of Englandand Ireland, and the Unifors | 3 
. nity, asthere was ſome hopefull beginnings thereof, and *F ; A 

r 


C 

- a good foundation laid , during the late War againſt the Po? r 
ptth Prelaticall and Malignant party, ſo the ſtare and grofnd. x 5 
of the War being now altered, and rheſe{choſen for confe- } ah 
. derates, and aflociates in the War, whoare known enemi» FF + 


- 
», 
: - 
F 


&5 totharReſormation , and Uniformity , how can the Co» bu 
venant be keeped in that point as long as ſuch a War 1s car- 7} | 


ried on. ; 1 6 

The ſecond Article is violated becauſe in ſtead of indea- du 
youring toextirpate Popery and Superſtition without reſpedt |} * 
of perſons ( as 1s expreſt inſthe Covenant ) there is 1n the : 


Hate Declaration of the Committee of Eſtates a deſire of the} m 
Queens return , without any condition rending to the re- 'J 


ſtrainr of her Maſſe or exerciſe of Popery ; We do alſo cone |. fr 
ceive there is a tacit condeſcending to the toleration of Su- "I: 
perſtiripn and the Book of Common: prayer in His Majeſties'} 
family , becauſe agit was reſervedby himſelfin his concefſi- |! 
pn, brought home by the Commiſſioners of this Kingdom, 
So theſe conceſſious were never plainly declared by rhe Pare 
lament to be unfatisfaftory ro their Lordſhips: howbeir it 
| hath been often and earneſtly defired : neither can we cone : 
ceive howtheclauſe concerning the cxtirpation of Prelacy , 
can conſift with indeayouring to bring His Majeſty with 
Honour, Freedom and Safety to one of his Houſes inor. 
about LON DON , withoutany ſecurity had from him, | 
for the abolition of Prelacy; it being his known prin» {| 
ciple ( and publickly declared by himſelf ſhortly after he J 
went to the Iifle of Wight) that he holds bimſelf obliged ' 
in conſcience , and by his Coronation Oath to maintain | 
Archbiſhops, Biſhops, &c. Can it be ſaid rharthey are en- Þ 
deavourting to extirpate Prelacyj, who after ſuch a Declara- Þ - 
tion would put in His Majeſties hand an opportunity to re- 
ſtoreit? = F 
As for the thitd Article we cannot conceive how the pre= | 
ſerving of the Priuiledges of Parliament, and aſſerting the 
Kings negative voice can conſiſt ; And we are ſorrowfull 
that under the colour , of the Priviledges of Parliament , * 
the liberties of the SubjeRsare overthrown, and the promy 
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Wn - and Effates of ſuch as have been beſt affeRed to theCauſe and I 
d_ © Covenaut are expoſed to moſt grievous injuries , cryiug op-= 1 
* | preflions : And whereas the duty in preſerving and defends 
= ng kis Majefties Perſon and Authority, is by the third 
 þ * Article of the Covenant qualified with, and ſubordinate 
1 


-$ unto the preſervation and defence of the true Religion and 
'F Liberties the Kingdoms , There is no ſuch qualification , 
4 oor ſubordination obſeryed in the prefent Enzagemenr, but 
FJ onthe contrary, itis ſo carried on , as to make duties to 
| God al pon couditionall, qualified » limited 3 and 
& | duties tothe Kingabſolute and unlimited. 

+ Theteurth Article ofthe Covenant is ſo foully broken , 


v: -F thatthey who wereby that Article declared Enemies 3 In- 
| cendiartes, Malignants, and therefore to be brought to 
Ws. Condigne tryall an puniſhment, are now looked upon as 
\_ | friends and affocites, and are the men who get moſt fa- 
s | Your and protegtion , and ſundry of them imployed in pla« 
-— | Cesof truſt, inthe Army and Committees. 

| * Forthefiſth Article, inſtead of endeavouring to preſerve 
? | Peaceand Union, a breaeh is endeavoured between the 


_ Kingdoms, not only by taking in and garriſoning their 
- frontire Towns , bur al'o entering the Kingdom of England 
' withan Army , .andjoyning with the common enemies of 

both Kingdoms , notwithſtanding of-an offer of a Treary 

- yponthe Propoſitions of both Kingdoms made by the Par- 

liament of England to the Parliamenr of this Kingdom. And 
whether the way of this Engagement can confiſt with the 
large Treaty berween the Kingdoms, we ſhall wiſh the Ho- 
nourable Committee of Eftates may yet take it into their 
ſerious ſecond thoughts. j 
Thefixth is alſo manifeſtly broken , for we are thereby : 
; obliged ro affiftand defend all thoſe 'thar ;entered into this = 
' League and Covenant, in maintaining and purſuing thee : 
reof: Whereas the Army now entered into England, is 
toaſſiſt and defend many who haye nor entered into thar Le- 
ague and, Þvenant : And for thoſe whotook the Covenant 
in that Nation . and continue faithfull in ir, what they may 
4 expect from this Army , may be colleGted nor onely from 
| their carriage rowards their Brethren at home; bur: alſo 
Þ 4 fxom 
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from that clauſe toward the cloſe of the late'Declaration of 
the Commitree of Eſtates, And that we willdo prejudice or uſe {hd 
wiolenc#to none ( as far as we are able ) but to ſuch as oppoſe us , a3 0) 
ſuch ends above mentioned. - It cannot be unknown chat manyFÞan 
of the Engliſh Nation who are firm and faithfull to the Coz 
venant', and Presbyteriall Government do , and will accor« fins 
ding to their places and callings oppoſe ſome of thoſe endg?} wor 
above mentioned in that Declaration ; as namely, the re-#F 
ſtoring both of King and Queen withour any condition 
or ſecurity firſt had from them 3 And ſo by that rule in the}. 
Declaration they muſt expe to be uſed as enemies, not? 
as friends, That fixth Article isalſo broken by a departing 7 : 
from the firit principles and reſolutions: and by dividingy#Þ 
and withdrawing from thoſe that adhere thereunto , which? j 
hath been before cleared by the Commiſſion of the late Ge=® 
nerall Aſſembly in their Declaration in March , Repreſen-;* 
fation , and other Papers publiſhed in Print, ® | F 
5. Weleaveitto beſeriouſly pondered by every one who? Þ10i 
is truely conſcientious , whether it be any ways credible | ('! 
Or probable , oxagreeable to Scripture rules, thar rhe gene»? add 
rality of all that have been moſt faithfull and cordiall to the ” to! 
Covenant and cauſe of God ſhould be deceived , delyded*Þ Vet 
and darkened in this buſineſſe, and that they who for the” Þ 1a 
moſt parx were ecemies to the work of God 1n the begin- 7 1a) 
ping, and have never brought forth fruits meer for Repen« | + 
tance » ſhould now finde out the will of God more then his. "'} 
moſt faithfull Servants in'the Land > and who, rhat fears |} '© 
Uod, will belieye that Malignants are for the ends of rhe .” «þ 
Covenant and that they who are moſt inſtrumedtall in this &-16 
Reformation , are againſt the ends of the Covenant. Þ { 
All which conſidered » as we coyld nor, without invol« | 
ving our ſelves in the guiltineſſe of ſo unlawfull an Engage» F. 
ment, yeeld to the defire of the Army for Miniſters ro be «| 4 
fent by us toattznd them ; So we do earneſtly exhort , and Þ -V 
in the name an4 authority of Jeſus Chriſt, charge and re- 'Þ, © 
quire all and every one of the Members of this Reformed |} V 
Kirk of Scotland, Ft 
 T, Thar they ſearch narrowly into the fins which have 
Procured ſo great judgements and fo fad an Os] 14 
- A ; a - ; Q p" | 
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op. 'v the work of God , that they examine themſelves , "cons 
aſe der their wayes , be muchin humiliation and prayer , ſtu- 
3 By areall and pradticall Keformarion,' Thatrhey aifo mourn 
ny Fand figh for the abominations of the Lands, and ſtand in 
'0-"F the gap to turn away the. wrath, Among all theſe fearfull 
I fins, rhe violation of the Solemn League and Covenant , 
dg*J would not be forgotten bur ſerioufly laid to heart, as that 
ee} which eminently provokerth the Lord . and procureth his | 
1 jadgements 10 be powred forth not onely upon perſons and, 
Ee families , butalſoupon States and Kingdoms, Covenant- 
£Þ breakers through .in common things , are reckoned by 
2T the Apoſtle in that Catalogue of the abominarions of the 
3] Gentiles: Bur among the peoplc of God, where hisgrear 
+Þ came is interpoſed , the breach of Covenant eyen in meaner 
= marrers, ſachas the ſerring of ſervants ar liberty provo- 
| kerh the Lord to ſay , Behold Iproclaim 4 liberty for you (ſaith 
| the Lord) tothe ſword, tothe peſtilence , and to the famane , and 
0: Þ 1will give the men that hath transgreſſed my Covenant , and 
e $(-nor excepting , but expreſly mentioning Princes) he 
= | addes, 1 willgive them into the hands of their enemies, The His 
e | ftory of the Gzbeonizes , who ſurcepritiouſly pocured the Co» 
| + | venanr made to ſpare them » and whom Saul ſome ages the- 
s- | reafterin his zealto children of Iſrael and Judah fought ta 
- | fay'> asbeing curſed Canaawres, evidencerh with what 
» | vengeance, the LORD followeth Covenant » breakers, 
; "| whereof there wants not in prophane Hiſtory alſo both fore 
; | | reign and domeſtick examples : Therefore let all che inha- 


| -bytants of theLand of whatſoever rank, ſeriouſly ponder how \ 
'F- terrible judgzments the violation of a Covenant ſo recently, 

- | ſoadviſedly, ſoſolemnly made, and in fo weighty matters, . | 
'F \may draw on,if not timouſly preventedby ſpeedyrepentance, = 
ST 41. Thatthey fo reſpe& and honour Authority , as that 

= Þ-they be nat the ſervants of men , nor gjue obedience to the 

will and authority of Rulers in any thing which may not 

-{ confiſt with rhe word of God, bur ſtand faſt in the libercy A 

wherewith Chriſt hath made them free, and obey God ra» ; 
JF ther then men, | 
4 ILL. That they carefully avoid the dangerous rocks and 

-*4 ſnares of this time , whereby ſo many are taken and broken, 

Bow Bb 5 Upon 
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Upon th eonekand theſowre leaven of Malignancy whey! 4 
ever enters , {poileth ana corrupterh the whole lump , pol 
poning Religion, and the Cauſeof God to humane intereWF:: -- 
what eyer be pretended to. the contrary , and obſtructing Fe. 
the work of Reformation, and propagation of Religion oltÞ yep 
of falſe reſpeRs and creatureintereſt. Asthis hath for! ” | 
| 07 in the land, tothe prejudice of rhe Cauſe ang y 6, 
ork of God ; ſoof late itis revived , ſpreading with ſpes x 
cious pretences of vindicating wrongs doneto his Majelly,J 
We defire not to be miſtaken, as if reſpe& and loye to his} 1 
Majeſty were branded withjthe infamous mark of MaligrY 
mancy 3 But hereby we warn all who would nor come undex}} 1,1 
zhis foul flain, nor onely in their ſpeech and profeſſion, } 
Þut raelly & intheir whole carriage not to prefer their owny | yi; 
and the intereſt of any creature whatſoever, before the} - , 
mnrereſtof CHRIST and Religion, The charatters off .c 
heſc have been fully given in fermer Declarations , ſpeci} ye 


th 


| + ar theDeclaration ofthe Commiſlioners of theGenerall Aſs! to 
bly in March laſt , which we hold as here repeated 3} ft 
enely adding this , that they ordinarily traduce- Kirk Jus} 1G, 


catures, as medling with civill affairs, which as it 15 ng - ou 
new calumny , burſuchas hath been caſt upon the ſervants F: jþ 
of GOD in former times; -ſo the whole courſe of procete "ye 
—_ doth manifeſtly confute the ſame. - __ 
. Upon the other hand SeCtariſme hath no lefle hindered} 
he bleſſedand glorious work of Reformation in our neigh} 
Þour Kingdom » againſt the venome whereof, leſt it appro 
ach and infe&t rhis Kirk , we have need to watch diligently} 
xoavoid all the beginnings and dangerous appearances the«- 
. xeof. The many faithfull reſtimonies from godly Minis} 
fters1n ſeverall parts of England, againſt the vile errours,and} 
abominable blaſphemies abounding there, 'asthey areto us} 
matter of rejoictng before the Lord;ſo they ought to be loo. 

ked onas warnings toall ſorts of people , eſpecially that re- 
gard Religion , to beware of Sathans ſnares , craftile-ſerts' 
Eatch theirſouls, And becaulc ſuch gangreens creep inſen*} * 
fibly , allchat love the Honour of GOD, and welfare of 
Religion, would ſerioully conſider the following pointy 
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hen both by way of marks todiſcernz and meane?toeſcape the 
EEinger of this infection. | 
Yi x. Woloeverare miſpriſes of the bleſſed work of Re= 
093 emarion eſtabliſhad within this Land , and do nor ſhe 
oF themſelves grieved for the impediments and obſtructions 

F 5 hath mer with in our neighbour Kingdom , theſe are 
a7 even on the brink of this precipice, ready ro tumble down 
PA jthis gulf whenſoever occaſion is Offered : All therefore 
I thatlove the Lord Jeſus , wouldſtir up their hearts in the 
+ and woken te of the Lord highly to prize , and thank- 

lly to acknowledge what the right hand of the moſt High 
FI hath done among us , asalſoto thirſt fervently after the ad- 
18 mancing and perfeCting of the LO RDs work among our 
' neighbours, 
2. Dif reſpeCt to the publick Miniſtery and Ordinancers1is 
aſymprome of a dangerous inclination to that diſcafe: And 
J therefore as all Chriſts Miniſters ought roftir up themfelves , 
{ towalk as becometh their high and holy calling* leit rhey be _ 
ftumbliing blocks to the people of God ; ſoall the people of 
'God ought moſt carefully ro ſtir up themſelves uncoa preq- 
* ous eſtimation ofthe Ordinances of God,& highly to citeem 
uy: the Stewards thereof for their works ſake. A dury arall cimes 
ee} necdful. but now eſpecially,when Sathan by all means ende- 
F vours the contrary. 
* 3. Indifferency in pointsof Religien, and pleading for 
FJ Toleration to themſelves or others how far ſoever di 
0} among themſelves, is nor to be forgotten among the charat- 
fi ersof Seftaries, and therefore ought the more carefully robe 
hes avoided and oppoſed by all who defire ro hold faſt the pro= 
ny feffion of their fairh without wavering. 

i 4. They whoaregloryingin.afid ſecking after new lights, 
us orunder the pretext of them are ſelf-concened in fingular 6- 
OJ pinions , or whoaffeRt newand ſtrange exprefiions , are en- 

| tring intothe ſnare ready to beecarried about with every 
tf winde of Doctrine, And therefore albeit we ought alwaysas 
1m Diſciples of the Lord tofet ourſelves as inhis fight robe 
4 * taught by his Spirit according to his Word, yet in this time fo 
, 
th 


fert1] oferrours;it becommerh all the lovers of truth to hold 


faſtwhatthey hrve received, thatrno ganztakeghcir Geog. 
$. | Qs 


NE T PL 


5, Whoſoever. brings in any opinion of praftiſe in'tl 
Kirk contrary to the confeſſion of Faith;DireQory of Wq 
hip or Presbyterian Government may be juſtly eſteemed? 

be opening rhe door to Schiſme and Seas: And therefonh© 
all depravers or miſconſtruiters of the proceedings of Kirk 
Judicarories, eſpecially the Generall Aſſembly would taks 
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heed leaſt by making ajbreach upon the walls ,of Frafalay 


they makea parent way for SeCctaries toenter. 7 
6. They who ſeparate the Spirit from the Word , and * 
pretend rhe Spirit , when they have no ground or warrant] 
from the Word, arealready taken in an evill ſnare , "And 
therefore tis neceſſary totry the Spirits whither they are of | * 
God , for many falſe Prophets are gone out into the world, * 
1f they ſpeak nor according tothe word it is becauſe there is TY 
no light in them. | y.7" 
- Beſides the former,: theſe are alſo marks of a SeRary ; If} | 
any commend, and recommend to others, or ſpread and dis}. 
. vVulgethe erroneous books of Series, If any allow, avow} * 
. or uſe Conventicles or private meetings forbidden by the } 
Atts of the Generall Aſſembly x 54x. and 1647. laſt, paſt} * 
Tf aty be unwilling, aad decline ro reckon Seftaries among}”._ 
the enemiesof rhe Covenant, from whom danger is ro be: ** 
apprehended , And (though we difallow rhe abuſing an&*57 
Fdolizing of learning to the patrocinie of Errour or prejuyÞ 7 
dice of piety ) -if any contemn literature as needleſle at beſt, 57 
ifnotalſo hurtfull roa Miniſter. - 
When we thus expreſte our ſelyes for preventing theft: ®* 
- dangers of SeQts and Schiſmes, iris far from our intentis! [a 
onto diſcourage any from the duties of piety, and mutuall 0 
edification , according to the direQtions of the laſt Aſſembly] bs 
publiſhed in Print, and ſeriouſly recommended'by them} 3 
or tO give any advantage ro Malignants and Prophane per ® 
ſons, with whom itis frequentto caſt upon all thoſe who. * 
adhere to former principles, and cannot approve the pres} .** 
ſent Engagement,the odious nick-names of Seftaries andin=}. 
dependents. For the beter diſcovery of ſuch prophane mac}. - 
kers,we give theſe markes and chataters. I. They dopro-'Þ 
 phanely and tauntingly abuſe the name of the Spirit , under” 
that namederiding the wark of Grace and SanRificarion.,” 
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886 They eſteem and ſpeak of exerciſes of conſciente , as * 
7. Foie , or fits of melancholy. 3; They mockat Family» 
worſhip and the means of muytuall edification ſo niuch re=' 
SF commended by the laſt Afſembly in their diretions. 4. They 
- 58 do uſually calumniate godly Miniſters , and profeflorswho 
14 follow holineſſe, with the namesof Scctaries, or the like 
4 | odious names, without any juſt cauſe : As we accountall 
4 fich robe enemies to the practiſe and power of godlinefle 3 
"14 S$owedo exhortall the lovers of truth to hold on in the way 
+4 ofholineſle throngh good report and ill report , being ſted- 
40 aſt immovable , alwayes abounding in the work of the 
"#0 Lord, ſoraſmuch as they know their labour is not in vain in 

'Þ the Lord. : 

8 .-1V. Thatthey do not concur in, nor any way aſliſt this 
's preſent Engagement , as they would not partake in other 
xefl thensfans, and fo receive of their plagues , but that by the 
I | | byjs and afliſtance of Chriſt they ſtedfaſtly refolve to ſuffer - 
1 the rod of the wicked , and the utmoſt which wicked mens 
te | malice can affli& them with , rather then ro put forth their 

ZF hand ro iniquity. Tl 


w 


6, 


= | V. Thatthey ſuffer not themſelves to be abuſed with fair 
| prerences and profeſſions uſuall in rhe mouths of thoſe that” 
1d $f. carry on this defigne , and often publiſhed intheir Papers, 
u_& Bur remember that the fouleſt aftions have not wanted 
& pecans pretences; And if they who killed the Apoſtles 
20 did both pretend and intend to do God good ſervice, what 
& marvell that they who engage againft the Covenant pre- 
50 tend to engage forit. Neither isit robe forgotten , Thar 
14 after the firſt fubſcription of our National] Covenant theſe 
-$ who had the chief hand in managing publickaffairs,2nd had 
IF fubſcribed the Covenanr , eſpecially the Duke of Lenox , 
2 and Caprain Jones then Earl of Arran, in the years 1581, 
\F 158$2,1583+1584. when their defigne was ro {ubvert both. 
7 the DoGtrine and Diſcipline of this Kirk , yet gave great 
— zfurances by promiſes and Oarhs ro the contrary. Ar 
the Aſlemblies 1598, 1599, 1600. It was declared with 
- many vows and atreſftations by the King , Stareſmen , and- 
$ theſe Miniſters who were aſpiring -to..Prelacy. , -.'That 
' Giey intended no ſuch thingas a change of the CONE 
* "OE" » 
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of the Kirk, oran' introducing of Epiſcopacy , yet they V;at 
were really doing what they diſclaimed and profefled notry. |;; 
do. Ard ſuppoſe that ſome who havean active hand in cars fp 
rying on the preſent publick affairs, have no deſigneithe I 
rodeſtroy Religion , or utterly ro fleighrit: yet the way # 
they areon , and work they are about as it is contrived; 56 
goth of 1ts ſelf, and in its own nature tend torheendangers 
ing , if not ro the utter ſubverſion of Religion , for it can« Þ 4 
net be denyed , but the very undertaking of this War , fers Þ zi 
the once ſuppreſſed Malignants on work again, and ſucceſla Þ| ye 
therein puts them in a 6apacity to ſet. up according to. their | wn 
principles aboliſhed and abjured corruptions 5 which will Þ { 
be the more hardly hindered » conſidering his Majefties prow'Þ'y 
penfion , and profeſſed reſolution that way, Eſpecially ſees Þ 5 
ing His Majeſties conceflions ( though it hath been often'F. 
deſired )- haue never been plalnly declared unſatisfaftore by} 5; 


” £4 
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the Parliament. And who in reaſon can thiok thatany more} 
then His Mgjeſties conceflions ſent from the Ifle of Wight Þ . 
will be required of him, by them who thereupon have prov 
ceeded tothis Engagement, The Kings negative yoice-( aſs I: 
ſerted in the Papers of the Commiſſioners of this Kingdom, 
unto England, which are owned in the late Declaration rethaſi 4 
Kingdom of England , as the ſenſe of this Kingdom) confi=Þ 
dered jin relation to Religion makes the danger yet the grew 
ter and more palpable, yea., may reach further to ſhake; 
and unſercle Religion eſtabliſhed in this Land; If to the pres 
miſes this be added whichis not only often declared , butt 
aalſo demanded , Thar his Majeſtic be broughe to one of his 
houſesin Honour, Freedom and Safety, which may infer the 
admitting of hisMajs to the free exerciſe of his Royall power 
before ſecurity had from bim for Reeligion, or Application + 
made to him for the ſame,who ſees not now what hazardRe-Þ- 
Iigion runs,certainly greater then a good intention can ſalve, Þ -, 
VI Tharthey do not miſtake, or miſunderſtand the nas Y* -; 
une of the true Reformed Religionand of rhe {+avernment. LY 
of JESUS CHRIST; asif thereby either the PrerogativelÞ * ; 
of Kings, Priviledges of Parliaments or Liberties off + 
Burghs, and other Corporations were any wayes hurt or} - 
weakgned : whereas indeed Rebgion is the main pillarand F . 
#32, | od upholdeg J. 
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we} .V HI, Thar they do not caſt away their confidence , nor 
Ty fink into deſpair , becauſe of the preſent dangers and difk- 

by, Zulties , burlive by faith , waite forberter times, and con- - 

res 4inue ſtedfaſtas ſeeing him who 18 inviſible, firmly beleev: 
*# 4 that ſuch a courſe as is not of God but againſt him, will come 

074. tonaught. | | 

«= 1X. Toremember, that as the violation of the Covee 
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4 nant by ſome in England doth nor ſet us free from the obſer- 
= vation thereof”, andas nolaws nor authority on earth cam 
= abſolve us from ſo ſolemn an obligation to rhe moſt Hi 
7 -God ( which not: onely hath . been profeſſed by this Kirk 
*2&burin aPecition ofthe Ciry of London, and in publique Te- 
Eſtimonicsof many of the Miniſtery of England) So we are 


Enotacquired and affoiled from the obligation of our ſolemn 
Covenant, becauſe of the troubles and confuſions of the ti- 


mes 3 Bur that in the worſt of times allthoſe duties, where=- 
© unto'by Covenant we oblige our ſelyes,” do ſtill lie upon us, 
** for we have ſworn (and muſt perform ir) concerning that 
F Cauſe and Covenant wherein we ſolemnly Engaged , That 
23 -we'thall all the dayes of our [ves Fealouſly and conſtantly continue 
*y. -eberein apainſt all oppoſition , and promove theſame according *to our 
©y -parer againſt all lets and Impediments whatſoever. And if againſt 
" alllets and impediments whatſoever , then the altering of 
&F - the way of oppoſition, or of the kinde of tmpediments doth 

not alter the nature , ortrye ofthe Covenant, but we are 


-. obliged roall the dutiestherein contained, - W 
3 232306 er: C 
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hv  _* The General 2 
:; -Wedocalſoexhort and charge in CHRIST'S Naingffs'i; 
the Prince of Paſtors, all the Miniſters within this-Kith 
thatin no wayes they beacceſlary tothis ſinful Engagement 
-butin all their conferences and NUREng , eſpecially 
their publick Doctrine, they declare themſelves freely , ang*-?: 
faithfully, as they would eſchew'the wrath of GOD, due+ 
for a violatee Covenant, and as they would eſcape the cene$+: 
ſures of the Kirk ; and letall Presbyreries be watchful with 5 
3n their bounds , and carefully, wiſely, and zealouſly ts: t 5 
fli& Ecclefiaſtick cenſures. 4 Wo (2: 
Finally, weexhortall civil Iudicatories, and every ought 
5ntruſted with power-to manage the preſenr affairs, Tha a 
they would ſeriouſly remember rhe ſtrict account theyars|h 
to give before the Iudge of the quick and the dead, Conſith 
.dering deeply how fearful a rhing it is to oppreſle the came 
ſciences of their Brethren, either by preſiing them toall"wh 
where they finde no ſatisfactory warrant, or by puttinghe 
. vy preſſures upon them for not acting according to their, 
junCtions , and eſpecially that they offer not to inſnareh 
_ new Oaths;, or Bonds thoſe that mak? conſcience of th 
- great Oarh of their Solemn Covenant ». and hitherto hawk 
proven faithful and conſtant in promoving joyntly allyl 
ends thereof, ; | = 
If thisour faithful warning, finde favourable acceptance 
ſo that the grievous things already enatted, be no moreprg 
. ſecuted and prefled , weſhall blefſe God who reigns .intly 
Kingdomsand Councels of men : But if1t fallout orhg 
wile (as God forbid) we have liberate our ſouls of the gn) 
rinefle of this finfuſpvay of Engagement, and of all the malg 
ries that ſhall enſuethereby upon this Kirk-and Kingdom 
And ſhall lament before the Lord that our labours have nt 
as yet had the deſired ſucceſſe. Inthe: meantime,-wedan 
- notcaſt away our confidence, but truſting inthe vame of th 
- Lord, and ſtaying upon 6ur God, ſhall by his grace -and aliw 
fiſtance continue ſtedfaſt in our Solemn:Covenants:,+aq90F? 
faichful in all the duties of our Calling. _ + 4.5 MF 
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F Aſſembly," 1648- _ "46x 
ukghfuguſt. 1. 1643. eAntemeridiem. Sell. 22. 
T7 ve general Aſemblies Anſwer to the Paper 


it reſented from the HenourableCommittee of Eſtates 
: of the Date luly 28.164 


ath-Y : He General Aſſembly having confidered the Paper of 
18044 the 28. of July ,. delivered tothem from che Hogoura- 
22 ble Commirtee of Eſtates ; Do finde thar the firlt part the. 
F reof .concetning the great Offers made by the Parliameny 
My and Committee of Eſtares for the ſecurity of Religion , ug 
an tio other bur whar was fully anſwered in ourlaſt Paper of 
nisFthe25. of Fuly, delivered to their Lordſhips , wherein 
EF it was plainly demonſtrat by Theologicall reaſons m—_ 
aq" Yicir Lordsſhips ate pleaſed ro call chem Politick ) rtharthe 
preſent Engagement isinconfiſtent with rhe ſafery and ſecu- 
ity of Religion. Next whereasir isaffirmed in their Lord- 
hips Paper,thatthe groundsand reaſons arethe ſame which 

were fully anſwered before , we wiſh ir had been inſtanced 

y were anſwered , for weknow no ſuch 
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when and where the 
YUNLFs F ; , TIL ; 7y 
74  "_- refletionupon that former Paper of ours is thug 
expreſſed . That the Generall Aſſembly hath preceded to ſuch 4 
[Declaration before they bad in an Ecclefiaſtickway from clear teſtims- 
nies 014t of the word of God or convencing of our conſciences , demon- 
rate the unlawfulneſſe of th: undertaking : Where we can ſeg 
no reaſon why it ſhould ſeem ſo very ſtrange to the Honou « 
Table Committee that the Generall Aſſembly hath ſo pro 
ceeded ro a Declaration of their judgement cencerning this 
tbulinefſe, For as ithath been no unuſuall thing , bur very 
Fordinary that approved Synods, both Provinciall > Natio= 
Enall > and. Oecumeniall have declared their judgement 
Ewithout publiſhing the particular grounds &reaſons thereot 
From Scripture (a work more proper for full Tractates then 
: MF for Synodicall Decrees or Cannons. ) So if their Lordſhips 
IF tad been pleaſed to atrend ( for many artended nor) the 
FW atc Parliament- Sermons mainly intended for their Lord- 
aff fps information , and had with migdes unprejudiced , 
TT. G6 hearkened 
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| hearkened thereunto » and ſearched in toall the Papers la&} the 
 xely publiſhed in Print by the Commiſſion of the laſt Aﬀemng”'} the 
bly , they might have. been by-the bleſſing of God convinsÞ 
ced fromthe Word of God of the unlawfulneſle of the pre « 46 
ſent Engagement. 5; -*Þ thc 
There are three things which way juſtly ſeem tous more'Þ} *. 
ſtrange: Oneis, Tharthe Declaration of Parliament having'J fro 
given aſſurance in this manner”, We arereſolved not toingage MY * \ 
any War before the neceſſity and lawfulneſie thereof be cleare1 , ſoa} Ls 
all who are wel. affefied may beſatisfied therewith , yet now they} do! 
have ingaged in War withoutany ſuch clearing of the neceſ»1 aw 
fry and lawfulnefle thereof, or ſarisfa&tion given re the put 
wel >ffeted. | : 31 


Another is , that although there are ſo great profeſſion} {1 
and offers in the generall to ſarisfie what can be defired f FJ n 
the ſecurity of Religion , yet none of thoſe particulars deny & 
fired by the Jare Commiſſion of the Kirk for the ſecurity i} thi 
Religion have been granted. We ſhall here onely given} de 
Kance in one of thoſe defires ; which was, rhat his Majer} 

. ſties conceſſions and offers concerning Religion , ſent hom#&J" in 
from the Iſle of Wight, having been found by the. ſail 
Commillion unſatisfactory and deſtructive torheCovenaniÞ} | 
might be by the Parliament declared unſatisfaRory to theitf I 
Lordſhips: | | = 
Tn this great point there hath been no atisfaRion giveth 
onely it was lightly rouched in one clauſe of the Parliaments? 
Declaration, and ſo ambiguouſly expteſſed , as might ſuffer” 
many 1nterprerations , and although this ambiguity wal | 
clearly tid open by the Commiſffioners of the laſt General fc 
4 Nembly in their Repreſenration;yet to this day there hatllÞ 
- been nothing publiſhed neither by theParliament nor Coma fr 
mittee of EſtaresYo giveany clearer ſatisfation,by diſclaims u! 
ing thoſe offers and conceffions as unſarisfaRory to rhe Pare it 
liament : So thar this (if there were no more) gives u | BAL 
great cauſe to apprehend rhar there is agreater myſterylatent}'» 
In that buſineſſe then yer appeareth. Wu | 
A third thing which ſeemeth ſtrange to usis , Thar theigh” t 
L.ordſhips defire of arguments from Scripture roprove thi} | 
poſawfulneſſe of this Engagement was not propoundedto} * 


= 
Wt 
LEEAEA 
v4 
> 4 


> 


\ a4 v 4 4 7 © « R 
$8.) *, OTE 37. Wh "TF: 4 4 i T = 
SUE b 4x; vere yd CC K y . %? 5s alot, xt re” x5 - 
& 1 I Cf Y Vare"7 Hy "Ap En. - I Tho T%. 345 Cathe Wet $v\gs 
© : ) T7 X -4 


TF. _  Aſembly, 1648: 403 
1} theCommiſſioners of the laſt Aſſembly,before the emitting of 
MMF the Declaration of Parliament, and before the Levies(when 

Þ it bad been moſt orderly & ſeaſonable) but is now propoun- 
$ | ged afrer publick reſolutions and Declarations, yea not till 


V's 


*F thoſe reſoJurions are pur in atuall execution. 
ore”: -, However ſecing their Lordſhips do now defire proofs 
ing" from Scripture for the unlawfutneſſe of the Engagement. 
emMYJ | Weanſwer , Thatas joyning and concurring 1n this En= 
oF '\papement is unlawfull to all the wel-affefted in Seng: | 
yy dom, their conſciences being altogetber unſatisfied in the 
el hwfulneſſe thereof; and as it isunlawfull in the manner of 
Ul : -pitering Itin execution , being accompanied with ſo many 
JF muries, oppreſſions., and crying abominations , and wirk 
ay fo much perſecution of piety ; ſo itis unlawfull in the own 
4 darations of Parliament» and Committee of Eſtates. And 
ef this unlawfulnefle of the Engagemenr init ſelf , we have 
mJ demonſtrate in the Declaration herewith communicate to 
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-inthat point, and do not doubt bur their Lordſhi 
uTy convinced thereby of the evill of their way , and r] 
WH: far from being a pious and neceſſary Engagement ( as their 
yg: Lordſhips are pleaſed to call it) thatit isa moſt unlawfull and 
"2F finfull Engagement co be repented of, and forſaken by all 
na thathave any handio it, as they deſire to make their peace 
# with God, And we heartily wiſh that ther Lordſhips ſub- 
” ſequent proceedings may be reall teſtimonies , that their 
Jas 7 ing for Scripture proofs was from a reall defire tobe in- 
ary formed and edified. £ Eto, 
IF -As to their Lordſhips ogher deſire of our demonſtrating; 
= from the Word of God , thatthe Kirk hath intereſt in the 
m4 undertakings and Engagements m War , and what thar 
arsF” intereſt is , We had thought this point tobe without contro» 


8; verſe in this Kingdom , not onely in reſpe@ of Kirkand - 
my State, their joyning and oo-operating; (each inthar proper 
'F ſpere) in the former Expeditions of this Kingdom inte 
of En7/and, bur alſo becauſe the very Conferences Which 
fy have been between Commneerot Kirk and State concern- 
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494 The Generall N. = 
Ing this undertaking and Engagement, dothplainly ſuppoſe}. 
an intereſt of the Kirk in ſuch affairs. ' - 5h 
; If their Lordſhips mean any politick intereſt 1n ſuch un-/ 4s 
dertakings, we claim no ſuch thing, ifthe meaning be of a of 
Sp1riruall intereſt and ſo far as concerneth the point of Con='ÞF. 


Js 4 


ſcience, there can be no doubt thereof made by ſuch as da} _ 


"Qv 


with Davidmake the reſtimonies of the Lord their Counſel= * | 


lers, Pſalm 119. 24. And conſult with God as he uſed todo} 
In undercaking War: lt is alſo to be remembred' that fochua'Þ 7 
4 and all the Congregation of 1ſrael were commanded to go out} F- 
og andinatthe word of Ehazer the Prieſt, who was to aske couns,! 


* Ba 4 


cell of the Lord forthem ,. Numb, 27. 28- | Hath not the} 1 
Wotdof God preſcribed to the Chriſtian Magiſtrate the Ru=!Þ 2, 
4.c 


les ofa lawfull War , And doth itnor belong to parricular 
Miniſters, much mereto the Aſſemblies of the Kirk, to. A 
declare the minde of God from Scripture, for all ſorts of du} 
Les 2 and againſt all ſorts of fins: And ifthe preſent War bel 
a Caſe of conſcience » and alledgedto be the moſt firand ne«2} | 
ceſlary means for preſervation of Religion, who ſeeth not?}* 
that the Kirk hath an undoubted intereſt in reſolving and*? 
deternuning ſuch acaſe ofConſcience from the word ofGod. 


ſo clear from Scriprurall grounds their Intereft .in ſuch* + 
things as their Lordſhips might have been eaſily ſatisfied in} 
that point We ſhall here onely mention one paſſage con=; th 
raiving a good and ſafe rule for ſuch Caſes 2 The Duries 6 » Þ 


the ſecond Table, as well as of the firſt, as namely, The , 


being centainedin, ane to be taughr and cleared from the}. " 
Word of God, arein that reſpect, and fo faras concerneth}. a 
the point of Conſcience, a ſubject of Miniſteriall Do&rine, | V 
and in-difficult caſesa ſubje& of cognizance and Judgemeat,,? b, 
tothe Aſſembliesof the Kirk, 4, 
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1 Aſſembly , 2648; 405 
|  Eodemadie Poſtmeridiem » Sell, 23... 
4 ADeclaration and E xhortation of the Gene«- 


j | 4 rall Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland , to their 
BY | Brethren o fE ngland. | 


J 4 Sthe neceſſity 'of preſerving a 'right:fanderſtanding and 


FJ £L mutuall confidence betwixt the Churches of Chriſt in 
4 oth Kingdoms conſtrain us, ſo the good acceptance and 
he {the ſuitable affeftions that the Declaration of the laſt -Gene- 
-j fall Afembly met with in England from the Lovers of the 
£8 Covenantand preſent Reformation , together with the ma= 
6-2 ates that have of late beengiven unto the Truth in 
7 har Land, invitesand incourages us to make known unto 
2&. our Brethren there, - our ſenſe of the preſent condition of 
wy | = affairs > ſo far as concerns Religzan and the point of 
4 Conſcience, - | OO CETLeng 
4 © The difpenſation of God in ruling of the Nations , andin 
$74 thereyolurions of his Providence towardsthem , 1s full of 
© | wonderin all theearth; And we, wholive in this land, 
30 have cauſe to look upon it with ſpeciall obſervation), in re- 
**F ard of that which concerns our ſelves. For many genera» 


3 fonstheſe two Kingdoms ftood at oddsand were the inftru« 

2F ments of many ſufferings and calamiries qne to another, un« 
3 till at laſt the Lord having compaſtion. upon botþ , did unite 

$ them under one King ; which great and long deſired: Bles- 

"*F- ſing hath received ſuch increaſe from our being united: roge= 

3 ther in one League and Covenant as doth addemuch to the 

| mes happineſſe of both Nations: Therefore is 1t ro be 

2 looked upon by all the Lovers of Truth and Peace in theſe 

7 Landsas a juſt ground of muck thanksgiving & many praiſes 

JF. unto GOD, even in the day of our greateſt calamiry 

*J - and afflition whar ever befall , as we know no cauſe why 

23 we ſhould forget ſoagreata meicy or repent of ſo gooda 

78 work. | | 

"F | Buras the common Enemies of theſe Kidgdoms ſtudied 
JF by all means to keep them from entring into that Covenant , 
'F ſo hath all their power and Policy, now , for five years paſt, 
_ Cc 3 been 
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#06 The General © LY 
beenimployedto bring itto nought. Asſoon as it had being! Þhlj: 
the Poptſh , Prejaticall-and Malignant Party did bend altff6ar 
their forces againſt ir ; and when by the- mighty band off itt 
GOD they were ſcattered and broughr ro confuſion , infÞa0e 
their ſtead ſtood up in England a generation who have perversÞp 
ed the Truth, and by turning afide into Errour have obſtru«} Ye 
cted rhe work of Reformation ; and by forſaking of thiol Þ1 
Covenant, and forgetting of the Oath of GOD , have] Co 
brought 2 great reproach upon his Name ,- and 'made the th 
Enemy to blaſpheme; whoſe anthankfulneſſe and unſtedfe b- | 22 
nefle > with the many provocarions of the Lands, harh pros | Þ 
voked the Lord again to raiſe our of the duſt the horn: of | vi 
Malignants , and to arm them with ſuch power asister ble | A 
ro his People , and threatenes his Work withruine. nd 6 
albeit, we acknowledge our ſelves bound and are ſtill reſo | - 
to preſerve and defend his Majeſties Perſon and Autho + 4 
an the preſervationand defence of the true Religion and Lp} 8 
erties of the Kingdoms : Yer iris unto us matter of very'] 6 
great ſorrowand grief chat ſo many in our Land ſhould fg || all 
#arjoyn in Maliguant Deſignes , and thar there ſhould. be | af 


Found amongſt us who have underraken and are now purting | 
-1n execution an nnlawfull War promoving their ends and |} 1 
oppoſing and making void (fo far as in them lies) the Ends | - 
of the Covenant: Neyerthelefle in this we cannot but re- = 


Joyce thar. they went not withonta Wicnefſe and a Warniug. 
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diffwading them ro go. jig et 1:78 

- And wedefire our Brethreu of England to know, thatasa'} © 
very conſiderable number of the Members of the Parligs) fins 
ment did diflent from and proteſt againſt the proceedingsof Þ 
the major partin reference to this Engagemeut, ſo all the Þ ti 
particular Synods and Presbyreries in this Kingdom , ex» | _ 
cepting.ſome few ,- who by reaſon of their remateneſſe and Þ -' 
ſhorteneſſe of time had not the apportunity, have moſt 1 
harmoniouſly joyned with and ſeconded the Deſires of the | 
Commiſſioners of the Geueral Afembly ſor preventing ſo} - 
unlawful a War:: And now the Commiſſioners out of all |. - 
the Provinces.conveened in this National Aﬀembly , as 
after an exact examination they have unanimouſly approved: 
the proceedings of the Commiſſionersof the former A | 
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1« 4 Declarations: given teſtimony againſt itz but many others 
of chis Land allo by ſupplication the High and Honourable 
F Court of Parliament for fatisfaftion ro their Conſcience 
the thereanent: And when it conld not. be obtained many 
aſk» 8 have choſen rather to ſuffer the ſpoiling of their goods with 

= | joy, then to ſin againſt GOD by complying: with an e- 
of -mil-coyrſe. And many of the Officers of our: former 
ble # Army , whoareof ſpecial notefor their good carriage and 

d& deſervingin the Cauſe of GOD, haverather chooſed to 
he _e charges then to joyn in it : Nay, the well- 
Y "affected , both Miniſters and People , as they ro bear teſti= 
LÞ 1 mony againſt it before men, ſo groan under 1t before 
e&y1 60D. Sothatthis character may juitly be pur npon it by 
'@ | allwho ſhall ſpeak'of itnow or:in afcer Ages : Thar as it is 
# | afoul breach of the Covenant under a pretence and profes= 


"| fon of being for the ends of the Govenant, ſo being car= 


ids | tothe moſt harmonious and univerſal Teſtimonies of many 
re- | Presbyteries and Synods char have been given againſt it, it 18 
ug | 2 finning. wich: many witneſſes: A. paralel will hardly be 
-2F found in this or in any other Land wherein a publick finful 
a # courſe hath been carried on with ſo high a hand againft the 
a-4  Conſciences of the People of GOD, and againit fo many 
ff Warnings of the Servants of GOD, and general oppoſt- 
ie # tion from the Judicatories of the Kirk; which yer 1s the 
ce | leſs ro be. wondred ar, becauſe the greateſt part of thoſe 
dF -who have been moſt aRtive in contriving and carrying on of 
|] the ſame ,. were either once open Enemies , 'or alwayes 
e | ſecretunderminers, or indifferent and neutral inthe Cauſe 
of of GOD... 

$'F firs and do'expedt that our Brechren in England, who cone 
dF rinue faithfiil » may reſt confident of rhe generality of all 


JF ſuch of this Kingdom as were at firſt attive in promoting . 


Cc 4 rhe 


n 
., » 


| ried on againſt the Conſciences of the people, and contrary 


LJ. - But wharſoever be the fallingaway of ſuch , we ſhall de- 


£% wo 4 


god. TheGeneral - | i 
Me Covenant and Work of Reformation , that they are all@ Yharne 
{111 fairhful in adhering thereunto ; and walking after theitdll inal 
fOrmer. principles do reſolve to abide ftedfaſt and ro holdfarie 
þ faſt the bands of Brotherhood and union between thelhele: 
3 Kingdoms : Neither are we lefſe confident of thelike Rex wind 
J {olutions/ and Aﬀections of our Brethren in England : 'TheY jet 
many Teſtimonies which the Truch and Cauſe "-obY gie1 


. 
"ub ;- Beit " G , 
b - Sax 


bertt 


and bring forth the headſtone of his Houſe in that LandzJ 
Itſhall be the wiſdom of each Nation to keep: the golden} 
parth of truth and righteousnefſe betwix: the: crooked} 
wayes of Malignaints upon the one hand and Secteries upon” i 
the other , and for each of the Nations fo rolook uponanovrY 
ther, asto diſtinguiſh berwixr tne prevalent part andthe} 
better part , and betwixt friends and foes, © © 07 
' We conceiveit ro be high time for both Nations to ſearch} h 
and try their ways and turnagain to the LORD, thathe who fi 
hath wounded us may heal us , and he who hath broken.ns |} f 
may binde us up. - The fin of both hath been the departing 'Þ r 
from the rule of the Covenant , and rhat we-did not truſt } ; 
| 


God for the prefeCting of his Wark , walking by the rule} 
of piety, but rook our ſelyesto humane polices, and endeas: * 
youred ;to-carry it on by carnal and warldly means. For! 
as Scotland did ro much conmive art and comply with Malig-"} 
nants, which is the immediate and neereſt cauſe of all our - 
preſent troubles and diſtractions ; ſo' England neglecting to: : 
: hold faſt the trurh and to ſubmit themſe1ves to the Govern-!* 
F ment of. Jeſus Chriſt , ſo clearly held forth by che Wm _ _ 
J erp en et od a ks ' learned 
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4 Hfeembly; 1648. | 
@ Jharned Aſſembly of Divines, did. connive at many abose : 

eifminable Blaſphemiesand [Errors , and complying with Se= 
1d Gries » gave way ta their wicked Toleration 1 Netther isit | 
(@Jtheteaſt part of the fin of both Lands, that they have more 
\e<F xinded the outward then the inward Reformation , the e- . 
[hen reſting of the outward Fabrick of GO DS Houſe, then 
"oF the providing furniture ſor it by advancing the poyer of the . 
en8Y Goſpel ,: that his glory-maybe ſeen in his'Vemple. Becauſe - 
of theſe things is there great wrath from the LORD a-- L 
4 gainſt theſe Kingdoms , and this controverfie ſhall be conti- | 4 
*F ned until we really turn away from our crooked parhs: 4 
as} Therefore as' we wiſh that none of this Land may flatter - 
nf themſelves in their evil wayes, bur repent and amend, ſo 
EI wedefire'ourBrerhren of England co conſider what hath been : 
ney the bitter fruits of their ſlow progreſſe in and neglett of the : 
if Work of Reformartion, and of their connivance at and com- - 
1 plying with Setaries , and to do no moreſo, bur that what- > 
dF foever iscommandedby the God of Heayen, it be diligently - 


- 


i]. done for the Houſe of the God of Heaven. - 


*We truſt that the Parliament ofEngland: will be wile to ' 


# 


8 God hath now aguin threatned tolifrup their Enemiesaboye } 
"JF them, -rhar he may once more prove what they will dofot- 
tf his Name, and for ſetling the order of his Houſe. , God:: 
04 forbid that they ſhould run from one extreant to another. 
I | from compliance with Seftaries to compliance. wich Malig-- 
; 'F nants, and hearken to terms of an unſafe and ſinful Peace, - 


#8 We cannor bur abhor rhe purpoles of any who minde the - 
| fibverſion of Monatchical Government, :which we heartily - 
1 Wiſhtobepreſerved and continued in his Majeſties Perſon , - 
'J and'Poſterity; and we do no lefſe diflike the Praiſes of - 
3 thoſe who deal ſo hardly with his Majeſties Perſon, earneſtly » 
"jy deſiring thar he were in the condition he was into by the if. 

* Yiceof both Kingdoms before he was taken away by a party 

"2 of Sir Thomas Fairfax Army 3 Nor are we againſt the reſtor- . 
1 !tgof the King rothe exerciſe of his power ta arightorder 
NY 2! Cc 5 and 


” —_— 
* -* 


” 


and pains theſeKingdoms have been at for maintaining theig ln. 
Jnſt libertres and brinzing the Work ef Reformarion. this); et 
lengrhbs And conſidering his Majeſtiesgreat averſneſle fromiÞ., 

ſerhng Reformation of Lek » and: his adhering ſtillxo# mo 
nd.''y calle 
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and way, Yer confidering what great expence of blod I | 


TY 


Epiſcopacy 5 We rruſt rhat {ſecurity will be demanded: 
had from his Majeſty for Religion., befare he be broughy' yhil 
to oneofhis Houſes 1n or neer about London, withhononr, } 
freedom and ſafety» And confidering_ of what importance. Þ . 
the ſolemne League and Coyenant is untoall che intereſts-of | A 
both Kingdoms concerning their Religion ; Liberties and; Þ} + 
Peace, to make an agreement without eſtabliſhing of.ir/," A 
were not only ro rob theſe Nations of the bleſſings they have. 
already attained by it, but ro open adoorto let in all the.cor=.- |} 
ruptions that ave bezn formerly intheKirks of God in theſe. I 
Jands,& all rhe abuſes and uſurpations that have beenin the” 
Civil government, &again codivide theſe rwoKingdoms that. 
are now fo happily untted and conjoyned: & therefore as wet } 
wiſh that all mis-underſtanding betwixtrthe Nations &bes; } 
ewixithe King & People may be removed; thar there may be: | Y\ 
a happy & laſting Peace, ſorhatthere may be no agreemenx. | oi 
withouteſtablifzing and enjoyning the Covenant in all theſs, | 10 
three Kingdoms ;-and that for this: «nd: God would give. | 8! 
wiſdoni to all that are intruſtedin rhe managing of-publick-' | 0 
fairs that they may-ſeaſonably. diſcover and carefully.avoid | 
all-ſnares which :may be laid either by Seftaries , or:Maligs; Ny 
nants, orboth , 'tinder colour of Treaty of Peace. And} ti 
we: are confident,” through the Lord, charall the abſtru-} tl 
 Rionsand oppofitions.» by which his work has been retard-'}| © t| 
_ edandinterrupred in this Iſland, -ſhallnor onely be taken } - © 
out of the way » but ſhall curn to rhe advantage and further» |} £ 
ance of itatlaſt, ' The anely wiſe God canand will bring | 4 
abour his holy purpoſes by unlikely, yea by contrary: mie» | 
! 


ans : And God forbid that either: our Brethrenin England: JF 
or our {elves ſhould give way to deſpondency of Spirir, and: . 
caſt away the hopes of har ſo much prayed for and fo-miuch .. 
wiſhed for Reformation of Religion, and Uniformity-in- 
all the parts thereof according ro the Covenant : And now.- 
It 15 qQur heaits defire and prayer to God , thar amidſt the 

many 
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Aſemby , 1648; qu 
ob and tentations of cheſe times, |poie of the Ser. 
of God and witnefles of Jeſus Chrift may be deſerted , 


forlkf. rothemſelves co comply either with the Malignanr 


I 


ary; 
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ce. 


[IR 


we, 
"I | 
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n; pi upon the. one hand , or with Seftariesupon the other 
ret 
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prethren pray, ſor us, andthe God of all grace, who hath 
alled us unto hiserernal glory , afcer that ye have ſuffered a 
phile , makeyou perfect, ftabliſh ſtrengthen and ſettle you, 


- Auguſt, 2. 1648. Antemer idiem , Sefſ. 26 


Arſe wer to the Letter of the Reverend Aſsem- 


bly of Divines in England. 
Right Honeurable , Right Reverend and Wl beloved in 


our LO KD , ; | 
WE ceaſe not to give thanks to the Father of our Lord 
.Fy Jeſus, by whole ſtrength you Keep the Word of his pa» 
nence now in theſe times,when many depart from rhe Faith, 
giving heed to ſeducing Spirits 3 As alſo, that he who hath 


- founded Fon , hath been pleaſed ; by our Coyenant ſworn - 
# tothe molt high God, to lay the hopefull foundation of a 
| glorious Work in theſe three Kingdoms , to unite his Pe- 
# ople therein , as one ſtick inthe hand of the L ORD. 


We cannot bur acknuwledge to the Honour and:lory of 


# the Lord, Wonderfull in counſell and excellent in working, 
'$ thar hee harh ſtrongly unired rhe ſpirits. of all rhe godly 1n 


4 this Kingdom, and of his Servantsin the Miniſtery , firſt in 
*Þ © the ſeverall Presbyterics and Synods , and-now 1n rhis Nati- 
JF onall Aſſembly , inan unanimous and conſtant adhering to 
$ ourfirſt Principles and the Solemn League and Covenant, 


: urlawfull Engagement in War : Yetit ſemeth goo! 
5 LORD who hach his Fire in Zn and Furnace in Fernſalem , 


And particularly in\giving a teſtimony againſt the I cr 
| to the 


for the purging of che veſlels of his houſe to fufter many ad- 


yerſaries to arile with violence to obtru& and ſtop this great 


| andeffeftualldoor, whichthe Lord hath opened unto us. 


fhurteth , and no man openerth : yea, he will cauſe them 


But we know rhat he openeth , atid no man ſhutteth, and 


who 
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who {ay they Are for the Covenant and are not, bit are Eo"? 
mies thereto , and do aſſociate with Malignants or SetarieghWnc) 
toacknowledge that God hath loved us , and thar his trudhſdlth' 
Iii usand with us- And now dearly beloved , ſeeing the! bic 
Lord hath kept you together ſo many years, when the batt 
of the Warriour hath been wirh confuſed noiſe , and garms ms 
entsrolled in blood , the Lord allo fitting as a refiner to pu PF! 
rifte the Sons of Levi, and bleſſing you with unity and ſounds] Eire 
neffein the Faith , we are confident you will not ceaſetg} 90% 
2ive2publick teſtimony for Chriſt , both againſt SeRarieg]} the(c 
andall Seducers , who prophecie lies in the name of the of? | 
LORD, and againſt Mslignants and Incendiaries {the} Wl 
Prelaricall and Popiſh Fattion ) who !now again beſtir thems *< 
felves to ho]d up the rotren an4 tattering throne of Apts Ind: 
J rtis 
[ 


4 Co 


mresof Reformation ; As alfa, tharasrhe Embaſſadorsof FE 

Tefies Chrift andikis Watchmen, you will-give ſeaſonable ward 4 

_ ning 10 the Honourable Houſes of Parliament , that now'Y UiZ 
( - A the loſſe of the opportunity of ſo many years ) they} 0 


2s 8 


would , in their places, repair the Houſes of rhe L OR DF No 


+ 


chrift, andare ( whatever they pretended ) the reall enes 


\ 
& 


thas lyerh ſo long deſolate, and promove the work 6f Re#F 1 
faxmation and Uniformiry according to the Covenant. . "Fu 
Forifthe Honourable Houſes of Parliament had timelySn 


made uſe of that power , which God hath put in their hands 
for \nppreſling of SeCtaries ; and had taken a ſpeedy courſe® {Iet 
for ſerling of Presbyteriall Government, ( a ſpeciall and ef-Þ'« 
FeCtuall means appointed by God to purge his Church fromÞ'a 
all fcandals1n Doctrine and Praftiſe ) Then had not'thein*Fi 
folencie of that party arriſen co ſuch a height, as to give oe-Þþ 
caſion to the Malignants of both Kingdoms to juſtifie and 
. blefle themſelves in their old, appoſition to the work of Re- Þ+ 
formation , and to encourage one another, tonew and more } 
dangerous attempts; Neither had the Malignant party ever | 
grown {o ttrong in this Kingdom, if the :SeQtaries had not}. 
been connived at in E NGLA ND ; For their prime 
pretence ( for theirpreſentriſing in Armes) is, that they Þ} © 
may fuppreſs the SeCtaries, 2nd vindicate,the King from _ 
thar baſe condition, unto which he js brought by thar party: 
Yet thele do not wiſely, nor well , who avoiding or op- Þ} - 
poling F 
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T—— cAmrmby; 1645s: 3 
zabobng Setariſme, ſplit themſelves upon the rock of Malig-' 
rieghtiancy , and by taking thac party by the hand how , do own 
ruth the cruelty bloodſhed and other ungodly and unjuſt Acts, 
the wbich they have done ſince the beginning of this Reformart= 
teen And as we take thankfully your teſtimony of your ſtet= 
ra ting ſo ſteady & even a courſe between the dangerous rocks 
JU EfÞcophaneſſe and Malignancy on the one haud , and of 
nd} Ecrours, Schiſme, Herefic and Plaſpheme on the other hands 
etal So wertruſt ye will nor ceaſe to give teſtimony againſt both 
ries} theſe evils, and repeſent the ſame to the Honourable Houſes 
che] Parliament, as you ſhall have fit occaſion; And that you 
che} vill gravely warne your diſſenting Brethren what a door 
me | they keep open for * Save and Hereſfies, by their renet of 
th. any » Whereby they teave no means of Authort 

ive Eccleſiſtick Suppreflion of Errours ; If an Indepondens 
"Congregrtion willpleaſe to ownthem. We alfo areconfi= 
centthar you will be remembraneers to that famous City 
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rt Tothe Right Honourable, The Miniſtersand Elders 
e {- And Right Reverendthe conveened in the Gewe- 
' | - Adembly. of Divinesin ', ral Aſſembly of the Kris 
| #n2/ard now affembled. "gf Scotland. | 
'F Weſtminſter | __ 
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- ſembly, To the Right Honourablethe Committee | ."\ 


of Eſtates. Jhe! 
Hereas the High andHonourable Court of Parlia ant {tos 
'YY and your Lordſhips were T we mh 1njoyn the ſubs;you 
{cription of a Declaration and Band of the dare June ral fer 
1648. And we having found after ſuch exarnination and try the 
al,as 1s:compertent to the Servants of God in an Ecclefiaſtich his 
way, that the ſame 1s a ſnareto the Conſciences of the Peg tre: 
ple of GOD inthis Land to inyolve themin guiltinefſe; the 
nd todraw them from their former principles and Vowsif for 
the ſolemn League and Covenant, as doth more fully appeat} Jiot 
In our A concerning the ſame herewith preſented unigh} + 
your Lordſhips. Therefore from our zeal to the glory of ©: * 
J OD and tender care of the ſouls committed unto us,auÞ 27 
for our excnoration , As wedo ſerioufly exhort that youp | ® 
Lordfſhips wonld be ſenſible of the guilt that you haveab® 
ready brought upon your ſelves aud others , by injoyning}** 
and urging thar ſubſcription, So wedo earneſtlyand inthe} © 
bowels of Jeſs Chriſt intreat, That your Lordi lips would 
take ſuch order and courſe as that ir may be no furthal 


” 
% 


py 


mY upon the people of G O D thro 
nd. ==. , 
And becauſe the people groan under the violence and}: 
oppreſſion of Officers and Souldiers in their Quarterings@F 
otherwiſe throughourall the corners of theCountrey(whichof 
as1t hath aflcended into the ears of the Lordiof Hoſts* ſo welt 
doubr nor bur it is come to your knowledge) We conceive 
1t ro be incumbent to.us to repreſent the Hameto your Lord: 
ſhips , beſecching and obretting yourhat as you would ng 
defire thar the Lord ſhould yiſfir' becauſe of theſe thin 47; 
you would think upon aweffeCtuall remedy for puniſhing} 21 
d xedrefſing whatispaſt , and-preventing the likein rims] © 
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And whereas by an A& and inhibirion of your Lordfhips 
+ ZIThe Liberty of Printing being one of the Kitks Priviledges 

confirmed by Parhamenrtis reſtrained , Therefore we in=- 

XFrearrhat the inhihitzon upon the Printers may beraken off. 
4 And now having condileended upon aDeclarationto all 

Ihe Members of this Kirk concerning preſent dangers &du- 
ws, Wedoin all bumility offer the ſame to your Lordfhips 
1entÞ {rogether with our'Anſwer to the Paper laft ſentrous from 
lub4Jyour Lordſhips ) profeſling in the fight of GOD (whoſe 
I'S yervants weare) that we haye walked herein according to 
ww terule ofthis Word , and bave nothing before our eyes but 
1068 vis Glory , and the well of his People ; And therefore in. 
ea trears your Lordships , that you would ſeriouſly ponder the 
le Fthe ame withour- prejudice, and as you defire to be com- 
$109 forted in the day of your accompts , to make righruſe of the 
ex] Jphr that is holden forth therein from Gods Word, 
—.- | 
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ay AT for cenſuring Miniſters for their ſilences 
hell © 4nd not ſpeaking tothe corruptions of the tums. 


IM 


a3 THE Genetall Afſembly, taking to their ſerious Confie 
4 deration , thegreat ſcandals which have Jarely egcrea- 
"Hed, partly through ſome Miniſters their reſerving and not 
+delcaring of i: + 64 _ grrgnlens ous Lhe 
«3: umes, partly rhrough the ſpite , Malignity , an 

ich} 0! Mer 2 — as have faithfully and freely | 
welt- reproved the-Sins- of the times without reſpe&tof perſons , 

i Do therefore for preventing and' removing ſuch 3 
16F hereafter , \Appointand Ordain , that every Miniſterdo 4 
pay the word of Wiſdom apply*his Doftrine faithfully again 

757 thepublick Sins and Corruprions of theſe times , and par- 
ingF 2icularly againſt rhe Sins and Scandals in: that Congregaion 
me} wherein he lives, according tothe Act ofthe Generall As- 
-Þ ſembly 1596. revived by the Aſſembly at Glaſgow , L635 
nd} *Appointing that ſuch-as shall be found not «ppg or 
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+7 The Generall E 3 
Deftrine to corruptions , which is: the Paſtorall gift , eolliproc 
and wanting of Spirituall zeal , flatters and difſemblingyſagd 
publick fins; and eſpecially of great Perſonages in theffdrial 
Congregarious,, that all ſuch perſons be cenſured accordiyhmer 
to the degree of their faults and continuing therein be deprigt ade 
ved; And according to the Aﬀ of the Generall Aſemlyfor 
3646. Seſ]. 10. . That befide all other ſcandals , ſilence yg qui! 
' ambiguous ſpeaking in the publike Cauſe much more detnf{{Mu 
Ctiug and disaffeCted ſpeeches be ſeaſonably cenfured « Ari 
therefore the Errours and exorbitancies of SeCtariesin Enpy*pra 
land are not'to be paſſsd infilence , bne plain warning toyÞort 
given of the danger of ſo near a contagion +. that peapleſſiſcri 
; May beware of it, and ſuch as negle& this dury to.be Cap Ge 
ſured by their Presbyteries , So it is thought fit and Appoints {cl 
ted by the Aſſembly, conformts the foreſaid Adts. That 1ot 
the main curreat of applications in Sermons may run aloapy” 
againſt the evils rhat prevail ar home; and namely againff* fo! 
the contempt-of the Word ; againſt all profanefſe; agailtY*to 
the preſent defection from the League and Covenant, again}: ral 
the unlawful Engagement in War. agaiuſt the unlawtwl}” 

ndand Declaration of the Date of the x0. of June ordaink}* 
ed to be ſubſcribed by all the Subje&s , and other unjulth 
Decrees eſtabliſhed by Law , againſt the Plots and PradtilesÞ - 
of Malignants, and againſt the Principles and Tenentrs of- 
Eraſtianiſm , which ſpread among divers in this KingdonigY 
For the berter coufuration whereof, it is hereby Recon} 
mended to the Miniſtery to ſtudy thar point of cantroverlitÞ 
well, that they maybe the more able ro ſtop the mourhs of} 
vainſayers : Tis alſo hereby Recommended to the ſeveral} dc 
Presbyteries and Provinctal Synods, that they make ſpent: 
Clal enquiry and trial concerning all the Minil ery in their}. 
bounds, Andif any be found too ſparing general , orams$ 
biguous in the forefaid applications and reproofs thatthey 
be ſharply rebuked , dealt with, and warned te amend'} 
under the pain of fuſpenſion from their Miniftery ; Andi]. 
after ſuch warning given they amend nor, that ſuch be ſul 
pended by Presbyteries, andin caſe of their negligence by'Þ. 
the Synods tillthe nexr General Aſſembly ; Bur if there be'Y 
any , Who go negledt and mir ſuch applications and res! 

| es —_ proofid 
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"4 Aſſembly, 1648. 417 
proofs , and continue in ſuch negligence after admonition 
noaed deiffling with them , thev are 10be cired, and afrer due. 
hairiall of the offence to be decoſed. for being pleaſers of 
dimen rather then ſervants of Chriſt, for giving themſelves to | 
iid adereſtable indifferency or neu' rality 1n rheCauſe ofGodz8. 
mik&for defranding the ſouls of people, yea for berg highly 


Quilty ofthe blood of ſouls:n not giving tnem warning : 


RF {*) 
w! 


Much more are ſuch Miniſtersto be cenſured with Depo- 
fiction from their Miniſtry who preach for the lawfulnes or 


f 


pray for the ſucceſs of the preſent unlawfull Engagement , 


+ | 
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o&J-orthat go along with the Army themſelves , or who ſub= 
I-{cribe anv Bards or take any OQaths. not approved by the 
«| General Aſſembly or their Commiſſioners,or by their coun= 
fell fel, countenance or approbation make themſelves acceflory 
hf rothe raking of ſuch Bands and Oaths by others: It isrobe 
oy underſtood rhatitany Miniſter preach in'defence of or pray 
indy; for the ſucceſſe ro the Seftaries in E ngland , he is ikewayes 
afro be cenſured by depoſition. And this we adde as a gene- 
Ig; r2ll rule to be obſerved on both hands , but not as if we had 
found any of the Miniſtery of this Kingdom to be favourers 
un of the Setaries in England: 
Wh Andin caſe any Miniſter for his freedom in preaching , 
es and faithfull diſcharge of bis conſcience ſhall be in the face 
oF-ofthe Congregation or elſewhere upbraided, railed ar , 
mg mocked, or threatened, or ifany injury or violence be done 
mJ to bis perſon, orany ſtop and diſturbance made to him in 
theexerciſe of his Miniſteriall calling,” The Presbyterie of 


of the bounds ſhall forthwirhenter in proceſſe with the offen= 
af der, and whoever he be Charge him to fatisfie the Disct- 
> pline of the Kirk by publick Repenrance, which ifany do 

” not, orrefuſe- todo , Thar then the Presbyterie proceed 

" toExcommunication againſt him ; In ail which Presbyre- 
y4 riesand Synods are -to give an account of ther diligence : 
47 And the Aſſembly Appoints rhis Act to be intimate inthe 


' ſeveral Congregations of this Kirk. 
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43>  TheGenerall - 
Auguſt 4.1648, Poſtmeridiem , Sefl. 21. [td 
Overturesconcerning the education of ri Jeanne 
land Boys in the Province of Argyle. 


'T'% day the report following being made from the ComeJ Ay 
- mitree concerning rhe education of Hie - land Boys inf, . 
"Argyle , viz. _ JE*/ 
The Committee confidermg theBillremitted by the Generall 4ſ«}_ 
ſembly to us CY the Hie - land Boys ( who are groen rd J 
zo be fourty in number of good ſpirits and approven by the | 
Province of Argyle) Dobumbly thin; that four of them who | mo" 
are ready for the Colledge should be recommended to the Vniver« |} } 
ſities to pet Parſe on m every Colledge. As for the reſt of the 40, Þhe / 
who are to be brought up at Grammar Scheols , The Commut « Þ yon: 
zee thinks that if the ſaid Boys should be ſcattered throughtheÞ tory 
Kingdom they should loſe the Irich Lo » an1 ſo the Mſ<Y'jawr 
fombly Shall fail of their purpoſe to make them uſefull forthe! peal 
Hig-lands: And therefore do humbly conoezve that it were 4aye 
fitting that every Congregation pay yearly forurty Shillings Scots} 
for mamt aining the ſaid Boys at Schools in Glaſgow , or mw} 
other places where many of them may be topether acceptedof |} 
and that the money be hrought m yearly to the General Aſſembly — 

by the Commiſſioners of Prrsbyteries » and that Presbyteries aug- | - 
ment or diminish the ſaid proportion according to the abilay of} + F 
every Cangregation, -. 
The Afſembly having conſidered the foreſaid Reports 
Approves the firſt Overture, And recommends Colm Camp* | 
bellro the Univerfity of Aberdeen , Duncan Campbell to Edm« 
burgh , Patrick Campbell to Glaſpow , Lachary Macculum to 
St. Leonards Colledge in St. Andrews: As aiſo Approve the'F# - 
ſecond Overture , ſeriouſly Recommending to Presbyte*Þ. - 
ries, T hat the ſaid fonrty ſhillings be collefed carefully and F- 
ſent to Glaſgow , Andthe Miniſters of G/aſsow ſhall appoint. 3s! 
ſome ſufficient man in that Town ro receive rhe ſaid Colle» th 
c&ion from Presbyteries , And to rake charge of the boord«F © 
10g and entertainment of the ſaids Boys in Glaſgow at Schoo-1Þ} © 
les, and they ſhall ſend in the names of the Boys with a Cer be 
whicate of their proficiency yearly to the Genarall Atkmblyy ic 
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*7JAvd this ColleQtion ſhall onely endure for the ſpace of 
0 bl | pelve years. 


” Eco "Row! 


=] Auguſt 5: 1648. LAntemeridiem, Sefſ: 30. 
k Explanation of the fifth Article of the Over”. 
fſe q FUres COncernmin Appeals paſt in the Aſ- 

up; I ſembly , 164.3. 


? 

bo. 1 os Generall Aſſembly for clearing the ſenſe of the 
T- | J fifth Article of the Overtures concerning Appeals in 
0." F the Aſſembly , 1643. Seſi. 2: De Declare that if Appella- 
ef tions, Poſt latam ſententiam be nor preſented to the Judica® 
the, [tory when the ſentence is pronounced: The party ſhall then 
immediately afrer the ſentence proteit for liberty of Ap- 
4 peal, as he ſhall ſee cauſe 3 And accordingly within ren 
TY ayes ſhall give in his Appealin writ under his hand, either 
"FJ tothe Judicatory or the Moderator thereof, otherwiſe the 
r- JF Appeal is not todereſpected. 


v1 — - 
i | Fodem die 1648. Antemeridiem, Sell. 30. 


TJ A# diſcharging depoſedor ſuſpended Mini- 
x h © 
 fersfrom any exerciſe of the Miniſtery , or 
= Y medling with the ſtipend. 


| T T Hhe Generall Afembly con'dering that according. 


y 


-f #| tothe ancient pradtiſe and order of this Kirk the 
1} @. Cenfireof Suſpenſion and Depoſition of Miniſters 
tÞ is both ab officio and 2 benoficio , as is allo acknowledged by 
«| the 20. Act of the Parli-;1ent , Amo 1644. And thar the 
«F continuance of ſuſpended or depoſed Miniſters in the exer- 
2 ciſe of the Miniſtery or in the poſſeſlion of their ſtipend bath 


ma 


«& been & ought to be accomprted and cenſured as a grea:” Cone 

:Þ tempt of the Authority and Cenſures of the Kirk, Conſt- 

- Dd 2 dering 
# | : \ 
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420 The General 
dering alſo tharthe continuance of depoſed Miniſters in rh&{#v! 
Poſletlion of the ſtipend , is a great prejudice and obſtuRion $897 
fo the plan. ipg of the vaiking, Kirk , ard to the ſervice of JY"" 
God there. 'Thereforedo declareand Ordains That whos [$0 
ſoever after the ſentence of Depoſition pronoinced again{{$999 
them , Doeither exerciſe any part ofthe Miniſterial cal» 500 
lingin the places they formerly ſerved in ; orelſewhere, orff- 
do poſſeſſe, meddle, or intromert with the ſtipend or other] V9! 
benefirs whatſoever belonging to theſe Kirks they ſerved #® 
at, They ſhall be proceeded againſt with Excommunication;z| #Þ 
And if any ſuſpended Miniſter during , his ſuſpenſion , ej ec 
ther exerciſe any part of the Miniſteriall Calling, or intro-l 
met with the Stipend , That he be Depoſed, And after de«F 
poſition , continuing in either of theſe faults, That he be 
. proceſſed with Excommunication; But prejudice always to 
them of their ſtipend reſting for by gone ſervice and of any} * 
recompence due for building or repairag of the Manſe ae 
cording to the ordinary practiſe, And the Aﬀſembly recomeY] 4 
mends to Pregbyteries ſeriouſly to bz carefull of the putting] * 
_ ofthis A in execution. 'F 


rn 
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Auguſlt 7. 1648. Antemeridiem. Sell. XXXle | 


The Aſſemblies Declaration of the falshoowl 

and forgerieof a lying ſcandalous Pamphlet put forth 

under the name of their Reverend Brother Maſtr . * 
Alexander Henderſon after bes death. 


He Generall Aſſembly of this Kirk having ſeen a Prin» 

red Paper, Intituled , The Declaration of Mr. Alexander 
Renderſon principal Miniſter of the Word of GOD at Edinburgh” 
and chief Commiſſioner from the Kirkof Scotland #0 the Parliament Þ | 
and Syned of England made upen his deich-bed. And taking into; 
theirſertous conſideration how m:ny grofle liesand impn=F 
dent calumniesare herein contained ; Our of the tender re} / 
ſped. which they do bear ro bis name ( which ought robe: ni 
very precious 70 them and all poſterity , for his fairbfull {ul 
{cr v1c&Y.: 


| 
4 


1 {ſervice in the great Work of Reformationin theſe King» 
tion $90ms, wherein the Lord was pleaſed to make him eminent- 
> off inſtrumentall ) and leſt through the malice of (ome, and 
'has {ignorance of others rhe ſaid Pamphlzr ſhould gain belief 
inf among the weaker ſorr, They have thought fir to make 
ca$nown and declare concerning the ſame as followerh, _ 
, of Thar after due ſearch and rryall rhey do finde that their 
her] vorthy brother Maſter Alexander Henderſon did from the time 
ved of is coming from London to Newcaſtle till the laſt moment 
on; | gf his departure our of this life upon all occafions manifeſt 
ej-theconſtancy of his judgement touching theWork of Refor= 
ro; Þ mation intheſe Kingdoms 3 Namely, inall his diſcourſes 
dee} and conferences with his Majeſty , and with his Brethren 
'be þ who were employed with him in the ſame Truſt at Newcaſtle 
ro In his Lerters ro the Commiſſioners at Londov, and particus 
ny Jarly in his lat diſcourſe ro his Majeltie art his departing 
16:4 from Newcaſtke , being very weak and greatly decayedin his 
me Naturall firength. When he was come from Newcaſtle by 
ne 4 Sea to this Kingdom > he was in ſuch a weak worn and 
*4 failed condition, as it was evident to all who ſaw him, that 
.F hewas notable to frame any ſuch Declaration , for he was 
"T1 ſo ſpent that he died within erght dayes after his arrivall 
J And all that he was able to ſpeak in that time did clearly 
J fhew his judgement of, and affection tothe Work of Refor- 
A mation 3nd Cauſe of God to þe every way the ſame then , 
FF that it was inthe beginning and progreſle thereof, as divers 
'F Reverend Brethren who viſited him have declared to this 
I Aſſembly, and particularly rwo Brethrer who conftantly 
2 attended him from the time he came home till his breath 
F: expired, A further teſtimony may be brought from a ſhort . 
»F' Confeſſion of Faith under his hand found amongſt his Pa= 
2x&. pers > which is expreſſed as his1aſt Words, wherein among 
hF- other mercies he declareth himfelf moſt of all obliged to the 
wy grace and goodneſic of God for callirg him to believe the Promiſes of 
04 #be Goſpel , and jor exalting him to be a Preacher of hem to otthers , 
«{ #ndtobe a willingthough weak inſtrument in this great and wonder = 
= fu work of Reformation , which be earneſtly befeecheth the Lord ta 
+ #ring to a bappy concluſion. Other reaſons may. beadded from 
LJ £$1< levity ef the ſtile and manifeſt abſurdities contained in 
a... Dd 3 tar 
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 , Thegenerall © 


that Paper. Upon conſideration of all which this Aﬀemb j | 


and falfe , And further Declare the author and contriver ot} 


Jyar and calumniator led by the Spitit of the accuſer of tha 
brethren, 


—_— 


i 


eerving of the Sacrament of the Lords Supper , & 
for the receiving of it alſo by all Students 4 
their firſt entry to Colledges. 


. ticularKirks , arid 1n the trya!] of Presbyteries. 


ee . 
—_ _—_—__ 
. 


—— — — 
— — —— 


Eodem die Poſtueridiem, Sell. 32, 


Bursars. 


the {ame void of charity anda good conſcience, and a grolle} 


Aﬀ for taking the Covenant at the firſt rea | 


AFR concerning Paesbyteries maintaining of 


doth condemn the ſaid Pamphlet as forged, ſcandaloug}7, 


! HE General! Aſſembly according to former recom-ſ .. 
mendations, Doth Orgain that all young Students takp} *,, 
tne Covenant attheir firſt entry ro Colledges 3 And thay 
A, hereafter all Perſons wharſogyer rake the Covenant at then} | 
I firſt receiving the Sacrament of the Lords Supper : Requiej , 
xing hereby Provinciall Aſſemblies, Presbyreries and Uni- . « 
yerſitiesto becarefull that rhis Act be obſerved , and 4G 
compt thereof taken in the viſitation of Uyerfities and par 


T3 Generall Afembly Underſtanding thar the fre-J 
. quent Recommmendation of preceding Aſſemblies for 

maintaining Barſars, is by many Presbyteries negle&ed, 

Ds therefore Ordain Synods ro crave accompt thereof from 
Presbyteries at every Provinciall meeting , Which with 
the Presbyteries anſwer , ſhall be pur upou record , Tha 
{o the part both of Presbyrteries and Synods and their neps 
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pFlgence or diligence in ſo pious a work may be known by the Wo 
mb | \ : . . . "A 
long5mination of the Provinciall books to aach Generall Aſs | 
ver of _ Ys p 
rolls. EE | TT 


— F 
_— 


f 1g | d Mg ; ; 2 
- Augult'g. 164g. cAntemeridiem Seſſag. 1 
AF for dis-joyning the Presbyreries of Tete 1 
land, from the Provinciall Synod of 
Orkney and Cathnes. 


FF He Generall Aſſembly now'after exact rryall, finding 
that rhe Presbytery of Fetland cannot mecr with thePro- 
vinciall of Cathnes and Orknay to which it was adjoyned by an 
 Attofthe Aﬀembſy 1646. Seſl. 11. And thattheallowance 


toky and diſpenſation granred in the preceding Afſembly for the 
tha halfe of their number to keep the meetings of the ſaid Pro» 
wal | vinciall cannor be obſerved 1n reſpect of the great diſtance 

- 1. ofthat Ifle by ſea fromthe land , and the dangerousneſs of 


wh the ſeas there , and of the pasſage through them , There- 
' foreafter hearing the parties 1nteresfed and ſerious delibe- 
al. zation of the matter , The Asſembly dorh hereby Dis-joyn 
'S the Presbytery of Zetland from the Provinciall of Cathnes 
and Orknay , And declares for theſe reaſons, That the ſaid 
—{ Presbytery is to be hereafter ſubordinate immediately to the 
Generall Asſembly» For which cauſe, their Commiſſioners 
are te be ſenr to each GenerallAsſemblyjthe more carefully» 
And itis hereby recommended to them that they ſend to 
the next Asſembly a particular information of the quality . 
and condition of all their Kirks according to the diretion F 
of the a& of the preceding Asſembly Ses\. 27, Entitu= 2 
&1 - led anactfor preſſing and furthering the planting of Kirks. 1 
Yr | 
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The General © 
Avg. 10. 1648. Poſtmeridiem, Sel. 38. 


and common Sins of the Land in this 
preſent time. 


reof beinz con11dered, The following Remedies of theſe 
Sins were propounded. | 


Civill Remedies. 


gation , and of the $8 Att of the ſaid Parliament againſt Swees 
ring , Drinking and mocking of Picty , andall other AA 
of Parliament for reftraining or punishing of Vice ; particu» 
larly for the bitter reftraining of the fin of Whoredom that each 
Magiſtrate in ever» Congregation exat and make compt to- 


eatrix , of an hundreth Merks for each one of their relapſe in 
Fornniation , of an hundreth Pounds for each Adulterer and 
4 «Adultereſs according to expreſs As of Parliament which 4 
I '  #0beexatted of theſe who may pay it , and the diſcretion of the 
j Magiſtrate « to modifie it accocding to the ability of inability 
of each Delinquent. 


Domeſtick Remedies. 


I, Letcareberahen of concionable receiving of Servants : 
let all ſuch as give teſtimonials take heed that theſe to whom they 


like more common fins, as mell as fornication, adultery, drun- 
t Gkeneſſe, and otber groſſe and hainow evils; Lit the ordinary 
#ime of giving Teftifonials be in face of Seſſion: And if an 
extraordinary exigent be; Let it be given by the Miniſter with 
| en on op conſeng 


Overtures for the Remedies of the grievous | 
HE Sine of the Land and the Cauſes and occaſions thee. | : 


For the preſent ,unz'li the Overtyres prepared tobe preſentgd * 

_ $0 the Parliament , It is to be Recommended to every Congre= . 
gation to make uſe of the 9. AF of the Paritament 1645, @t_ , 
Perth , for having Mag:ftrates and ]uftices in every Congre-' © 


the Sesſ10n of fourty Pounds for each Fornicatour and Forni- . 


that they have teſlimonials of their honeſt behaviour : And .' 


give them , be free of ſcolding, ſwearing , "ing and ſuch | 


8 eAſembly , 1648. \ + a 1 F | 
JF" conſent of The elder of the bounds , wherein the peyſon &aving 
/ | the Teftimonial hath refided ; If they have faien or relapſed 
Ty 4 # ſcandalous ſms , let their Teſtimonial beay both their fall 
| and Repentance. - | 
2. Let care be bad that the Worſhip of God praiſed , 
and Diſcipline exerciſed in Families , according to the Dire- 
J @ary for FamilyWorſhip in all things as was ap poinred|in Gene- , 
0... ral A ſſembly 1647. & ſpecially In ihe Miniſters conſtant Ca- 
le |  techizing of the Family , and in the performance of the Duzves 
f| of the Sabbath by all the Members thereof, F 
3. Let Pcrſons to be married, and who have Children ta be 
' baptized , wha are very rude and ignorant, be ſtirred up and 
q exhortcd,, as at all times , ſoeſpectally at that time , to attain , 
_ | ſome meaſure of Chrijiian knowledge mthe grounds of Relf= 
þ gion, that thy may give to the Miniſter , bejore the Elaer of 
| the Bounds wherein they live, ſome accomp! of their knowledge 
that ſo they may the better teach their family aud train up their 


* Children, | 

f 4. Let every Family that hath any in it that can read, have 

a Bible and a Pſalm-book,, and make uſe of them; and where 

: \ none can read , let them be flirred up to traine up their chi:dren 
in reading, and uſe any other good remedie the Minijier and 


| 'l Seſſton6an fall on, 
| General Eecleſiaſtigk Remedies. 


I. Let the Remedies which were given at Perth 1645+ 
and are mentioned in the General Aſſembly 1646. anens the 
Sins of Minifters be put in execution. 

2, Let ſuſpenſion from the Lords Sacramant be more care+ 
fully executed, | | 

2, Let Perſons relapſein Adultery (or above) quadrilapſe 
in fornication: ( or above ) or often guilty of other groſſerſcan= 
dals, be Excommunicat ſomewhat more ſummarly nor tn 
an ordinary proceſſe (exceps there be more nor ordinary ſtgnes, 
and an eminent meaſure of Repentance made known to the 
Seſiion and Presbyterie) both for the hainouſneſs of the ſtys and 
continuance therein, - and alſo for terrour to others; And 
theſe not to be relaxed from the ſentence of Excommunication 

without evidence , and _—_— fignes of Repentance. + 


4 Lo 


abc bg - ar dis th BE edt 3 x EY f {% : > © Sie 
: £ /' I.9% mn PS, 6,4 LICE: © © pF Ls oy. FA) . x7; ” of 44 
: Ws 7 Oo I? < . - 
oh 565 T1555. f 
RL TS Co TY 4 > > 
þ rt Wb: ED PE 4 4 Ll A — 
BE "4 Ki &E p M 
wn rs ; ” 
- S K+ : as 
V2." 
by ? 
os. * . 
Y / . ; 4 
*. + % , . Y\ 
o 


* 4. Let unpartial proceeding he uſed againſt men of all 24 1 Y | 


lity , for their ſcandalous walking , and in particular jr« 
drunken:fſe , ſwearing , and other ſcandalous ſins, ant 


bhis to be wed at the Viſitation of Kirk. 


Particular Ecclefiaſtick Remedies. 
_ And x1. againſt Ipnorance. 
YT. Let Miniſters Catechize one day evcry week ( wherean 


Mo they may Baptize and Lefure or Preach) and let then 
preach every Lords Day hoth before and after noon , accord» || 


ing to former Acts of General Aſſemblies , Let Presbyteries 
and S$ynods be very cayeful' of this ; And let every Provincial. 
Book,, contatn an sxatt accompt thereof. Y 


2. Let Miniflers examine all of every quality of whoſe | 


knowledge they have no cert ain notece. 


3. Let young Perſons be Catethized by the Minifler from | 


#he time they are capable of inftrution, and let them not be 
delayed till they be of age to Communicat. 


4. Let Perſons grofly ignoront be debarred from the Come : 


' munion ; for the firſt and ſecond time , let them be debarred, 

ſuppreſſing their names ; for the third time , expreſſing their 
Ames; bo 

MI this is to bs underſtood of thoſe that profit nothing , and 


Tabours not for knowledge : But if they be profiting in any. 
- meaſure , or labouring in thae they may peofit , vbeir cafe is. 


ery conſiderable, they ought to have more forbearance, 


2, Ecclefiaſtick Remedies agaiſt Prophanesſe. 
I. Let ignorant and ſcandalous Perſons be put off , and 
kept off Kirk Seſſions, 


2. Let every Elder have a certain bounds aſſigned tohim 


that be may viſit the ſame every moneth at leaſt , ana report to. 
' * bhe Seſſion what ſcandals and abuſes are therein , or what 


r/ons have entered without Teftimontals. 


3. Let all ſcandalous Perſons be ſuſpended from the Lords | 


Supper. 


4+ Let the Miniſter deal in private with them thats are pro» || 


fifiing publick Repentance before the Elder of the bounds , thus 
eo try the evidence of their Repent ance, 


or the fourth time, bring them to public repentance; 
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for profeſſion of Repentance three ſevtral Sabbaths , who # guilty 
int} 7h 
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&. Let thrſe who have fallen in Forneation make publick 


of relapſe in Fornication ſix Sabbaths, who is guilty offiſlapſe 
in Fornication » or hath once fallen in Adultery 26, Sabbaths, 
aud theſe fins tobe confeſſed both in one babite , viz. in Sack- 
cloth , Quadrilapſe in Fornication and relapſe in Aduttery , 
three quarters of a Year , Inceſt or Murder a Year, or 52. 
Sabdaths, in caſe the Magiſtrate d» not his duty in puniſhing 
uch crimes capttally; They that fall in Fornication or re- | 
lapſes therein , are firſt to confeſſe their Sin before the Seſſion, 
an4l thereafter before the Congregation ; They that are guilty 
of greater degrees of that Sin and of the other Sins mentioned ins 
this Article , are to conſeſs their Sin both before the S:ſSion eo 
Presbyterie , and there to ſNew ſome ſignes of Repentance before 
they be brought to the Congregation, 
6. Some are $0 be rebuked at the time of Catechizing , who 
deſerve more nor a privase reproof,, and yet needs not to be 
brought 40 publick, Repentance. 

7. It will be a good remedie againſt Sabbathebreaking 

Carriers and Travellers ; That the Miniflers where they dwtll 
cauſe them to bring Teſtimonials from the place where they 
reſtcd on theſe Lords dayes wherein they were fro»: home, 

8. Let all Perſons who flit from one Paroch to another have 
ſufficient Teftimonials , This is to be extended to all Genzle= 
men and Perſons of quality and all their followers, who come 
$0 reſide with their Families at Edinburgh,or elſwhere,and lee 
the Minifter from whom they flit,advertiſe the Mrnifler to whom 
they flits if (to bis knowledge) they be lymg under any ſcandal, 

9. Let Mmiſters be frce with Perſons of quality for amend 
ment of their fanits , and (if need ſhall be) lee them take help 
thereto of ſome of the Brethren of the Presbyterie. 

Io. Leg the Presbyteries take ſpecial notice of Miniflers 
who do converſs frequently and familiarly with Malignants , 
and with ſcandalous and prophane Perſons, eſpectally ſuch as 
belongs to other Paroches. 

LT, Let privie Cenſures of Presbyteries and Synods be per- 
formed with more Accuracie, Diligence and Zeal, 

I2. For better keeping of the Sabbath, let ever; Elder take 
rotice of ſuch as are within his bounds , how they keep the 

yr Kirk, 
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oo: S:. _ 'TheGenerall 1 
0  Kirks: hown4be time # ſpent before , betwixt , and after this 
gime of publick PPorſhip. 8 Gen 
2 13. Letno Miniſler reſort to any Excommunicate. perſon 
without licence from the Pregbyterie niſi in extremis, and le} — 
Mini fters take ſpecial notice of ſuch perſons as haunt with Exe 
communicants, and proceſſe them, 40T 


Iq. Frequentcorreſpondence bexwixt Presbyteries 1 a good 
7 emedie . | | 

Is. At8heviſtation of each Congregation, 1:t the Seſſion 

Book the well viſited, and for that effe, let 3; be d«livered 
fo two or three Brethren ſeven or eight dayes before the Tiſug- 
tion, that their report of it may be in readineſſe againſt the 
Day of Viſitation. | | 


The Aſſemblyallows of all theſe Overtures and Remedies ; 
of the Sins of theLand; And Ordains all of them robe cares Þ x 
fully and conſcionably pur in pradtiſe. -; 


” y_— 


SAG for, examining the Paraphraſe of the 
Pſalms and other Scriprurall Song's E: 


| H E iGenerall Afﬀembly Appoints Rouſe Paraphraſe'J' fai 
of the Pſalms, with the corrections rhereof now given} « 

in by the perſons appointed by the laſt Aſſembly tor”J''$e 

that purpoſe, robe ſenrro Presbyteries, That they may | dr 

carcfully reviſeand examine the ſame , and thereafterſend'F ſe 

them with their corrections to the Commiſlion of this As" qr 

itembly to be appointed for publick affairs, Who are to have} fe 

A care to cauſe re: examine the Animadverſions of Presbyte-"F C 

TIES”, and prepare a report to the next Generall Asſembly ; '} A 

4atimating hereby, Thar if Presbyteries be negligent hereof } : 

t 

f 

ti 

t 


the next GeneralAsſembly is to go on & tak: the ſameParas | 

phraſe to their conſideration without more delay : And the, } 

Asſembly Recommends to Maſter John Adamſon and Mr. | 

Thomas Crafurd to reviſe theLabours of Mr-Zachary Boyd upon 

the other Scriptarall Songs, and to prepare a report thereof | 

©9 thelaid Commiſion for publick affairs , That after their } f 
| | | examtnation 


” trimination, the ame may be alſo reported to the nexx 
JI Generall Asſembly. 'q 2 : 
erſon "I 
d lf} — RN I———y - 
Exe ” : 6's 2 ts 
| Overtures concerning Papiſts, their child= 
good  re8 , aud Excommunicate Perſons. 
6 HE Generall Afſ:mbly conſidering the manifold incog- 
fr. | _. Y<Prencesthar follow upon the ſending of the'children 
oh of Noblemen and others of quality'ro Forraign:Countries 
"| whereſn Popery is profeſſed, eſpecially that thereby ſuch 
- | childrenare inperill to be corrupted with Popery» and fo 
les Þ- corrupt theſe Families and Perſons to which they belong, 
= f whereby that wicked root of damnable Idolatry, Errourand 
Nerefie may again be occaſioned to ſpring up and trouble 
4} many, and provoke the moſt High G O D to wrath , and 
F tocauſe his Majeſtie leave this Land to ſtrong deluſions ro 
pg | bflievelics ; Therefore They Do in the name of GOD, 
-- | Charge andRequire all the Presbyteries ofthis Kingdom to 
obſerve and praGtiſe the Rules and Direftions which are . 
| made in former Generall Afemblies for preventing of the 
© F faid fearfull inconveniences, and namely the Oyertures a- 
ag oainſt Papiſts , non- Communicants, and Profaners of the 
rr Sebbath approven in the Generall Aſſembly held at St. An= 
V.Þ drews inthe year of God, 1642: and the Actanent children 
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Aſſembly , 1648; 


' ſent without the Kingdom made in the Generall Aﬀembly 


I ar Edinburgh, 4nmo 1646. And thar they uſe all diligence 


for putting in execution the Acts of Parliament and fecret 


$ Councell made againſt Papiſts & Exccmmunicarte Perſons 5 


And that they i 
which are ſummarily to be recorded in 


FI their diligences thereanent in their 
s from timeto time» That the Generall 


the Synod Boo 


_ Asſembly may ſee how theſe laudable As are put in execu- 


tion, which here are preſented with ſome neceſſary addi- 


| tions 1n one view. 


7, That every Presbyterie give a Lift of all Excommu® 
nicate Papiſts they know to be within -rheir bouuds ro the 
Conmpmulionerg 


The Generall 


-Commiſſionersof the General Asſembly,and of all Papiftgh.$: 
yea of them alſo who profesſe to have renounced Popery;ſway 
but yer have their children educated abroad , with theffour ſt 

*'names of theſe children that are abroad, according to the who: 
fifth Overture of the Generall Asſembly. ; © Yor de 
2, Thatevery Presbyrerie conveen at their firſt meetingthe 
all known Papiſts within their bounds, and ſuch as havingceſle 
profesſed to renonnce;Popery have their children abroad;Þ] com! 

and cauſe them finde ſufficient caution for bringing homef] : 6. 

within three moneths ſuch of their childreq as are without theſc 
the Kingdom , to be educated in Schools and Colledges at bly 
the Presbyteries ſight if they be Minors ; and ro be wrought} he ni 

. upon by gracious conference, 8 other means of inſtruction} m 

ro be reclaimed from Popery if they be come to- perfe@#F1 

age. | 4 

3- The Parents, Tutors or Frinds of Children and} lan 
Minors hall, before they fend them without the Kingdomz th 
firſt acquaint the Presbyrterie where they reſide, that thepY gvi 
may bave their Teſtimoniall direted to the Presbyterieart ot 
Clasſe within the Kingdom or Dominion beyond Sea 
whither they intend to (end their Children; And at the cimgÞ*- 
of theſe Childrens return , that they report a Teſtimoniall'to 
fromthe Presbyterie orSynod where they lived without thy 
Kingdom » to the Presbyteric who gave them a Teſtiwonig 
atthe goingaway » according to the Act anent Children ſeapy x 
without the Kingdom Anno 16,6. | 

4» Thar all Presbyreries givethe names of ſuch ry 34 a 
as were abroad with the children of Noblemen within there ma 
bounds, and diligently enquire whether theſe Pzdagogs dt finc 
continue ſtedfaſt in the true Religion , and continue in then $ 
ſervice , or whither theſe Pzdagogs do either becomeF'pe 
corruptin Religion,or { continuing conſtant) are removed}. 
from their charge and by whom they are removed, and thaty | 
they ſignifie theſe things to the Generall Asſembly fromf 

' time to time ortheir Commiſſioners , That they may repre#J, 
ſent the ſame ro the High Court of Parliament , Lords ot a 
ſecret. Counſell or Committe of Eſtates, for ſuch remedieF- 
as ſhall ſeem expedient to their Honours, for preventing ofy: 


- and purging the Jand from the plague of Idolarrie, 


5. That 
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Aſſembly , 1648. 


if. That fuch Parents , Tutors or Friends as cither ſend 
ry; {ray Chiidren to forraign parts infected with Idolarry with- 
thetour ſuch Teftimonialls as aforeſaid , or do not recall them 
the Jwho are rlready abroad within ſuch timeas is above prefixed,' 
; *For-do remove from them their Proteftant Pzzdagogs ( hay 
ing Jihey may the more eaſily be infected with Popery ) bepro- 
ing] ſed, and in caſe of not. amending theſe things, be Ex 
ad; communicated, 
mel] :6. That the names of ſuch as are Excommunicated for 
outh theſe or any other cauſes, be ſentin tothe Generall Aſſem= 
$ atÞ bly from yearto year, that (fromthence) their namesmay 
kenotified in all the Kingdom, andthat the Ads of Parlia= 
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108 | ment andTecret Counſell may be putto execution againſt 
&Ithem » andall diligenceuſed for thar effect ; and thar by the 
$I feQtuall dealing of the Generall Afſembly , with the Pare 
indÞ lament, Lords of ſecrer Counſell , or Commixtee of Eſta= 
mJ] tes- their Lordſhips may EnaGt ſuch further, juſtand ſevere 
FJ vill Puniſhment on ſuch Excommunicanrs for Terror te 
off others , as ſhall be found neceffary for purging this Cove= 
eat} tanted Land from all Abominations. 
me Becauſe perſons addicted to Idolatry will uſeall means 
nay for their own hardening in theirSuperſtitious and Idolatrous 
bei way, even within the Countrey 3 Therefore all known 
19 Papiſts,or perſons ſuſpeof Poperie upon probable grounds 
Wy xe to finde Caution betore rheir Presbyteries, for their abe 
7 ftinence from Maſle » and from the Company of all Jeſuits, 
oFand Priefts according tothe ſecond Overture againſt Papiſts, 
ered made Arno 1642. Alſo Presbyteriesare ropresſe them to 
ah finde ſuch Caution 3 And to obſerve what perſonspur their 
et} Sons or Daughters to ſuch Familiesas are tainted with Po= 
JF pery within the Land, the ſame being aſpeciall mean to 
edF- corrupr them with Idolatry ( And to caufe ſuch Parents 
ba recall their Children , or clſe proceed with the Cenfures of 
om the Kirk againſtthem, ; 
=] All which Overtures , Presbyteries are ſeriouſly required 
OFF and Ordained to obſerve diligently with Ceruficarion , 
dieF- That they ſhall be ſeverely cenſured » If they shall be tonnd 
4 I8misſe or negligent in any of theſe points ,' which areſo 
| MARS t'F neceslary 
hath - Te 
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| 4Jz  TheGenerall |. 


| meceslary for keeping of the Lords Houſe and People wel 
-poluted with Error , Idolatry , or Superſtition. © ls 


— 


"Aug. 11. 1648. Antemeridiem,Seſl. XX Xl Geor 
AF? for proſecuting the Treaty for the Onil'® 
 formity in Religion in the Kingdom of England;\ 


HE Generall Aſſembly, Taking to their confiderarigh. 

chat the Treaty of Uniformity in Religion in all His Mz m 
Jjeſties Nomintons is nor yet perfe&ted; Therefore, Renew" 
the power and Commiſtion yranted by preceeding Aﬀens Alex, 
blies for proſecuting rha* Treaty unto theſe Perſons afich Gene 
name:i v7 Mr. Robert Dowg'as, Mr. Samuel Rutherford, " Hart 
Rabert Baillie, Mr. George Gilleſpie Miniſters. And Wh Mm. 
Earleof {_ailils , Fohn Lord Balmerinoch , and Sr. Arch. Zolul © { 
Non of Warijton Elders; Authorizing them with full powery - 
.prolecuce the ſaid Treaty of Uniformiry with the Honowdl © 
able Houſesof the Parliament of England, and the Reverey 


i 
. Aﬀembly of Divinesthere, orany Commirtees Appoinm And 
by them: And to doallfand every thing which may advan 
perfect . and bring that Treaty to an happie conclu fl Re 


conform to the Commiſſions given thereanent. 


——... 


—_— 


; _” 
CAT Renewing the Commiſſion for the publit ſn. 
. . : 4 n 
| Affairs of this Kirk. at: 
HE Generall Aſſembly Taking to their conſideration, by 
_ - that1n reſpe& the great work of Uniformity in Religial - 
.Inall his Mjjeſties Dominions is nor yer perfected ( thouphil jc- 
by the Lords bleſling there is a good progreſs made in hl fo ; 
fame ) There is a neceſlity of renewing 'the {Com i fe 
Fons granted formerly for proſecuting and perfeCting p | 
that-grear Work 3 Do therefore Renew the Power all; * 
Commiſſion granted forthe Publick Afﬀairs of the Kirk by No 
tne Generall Aﬀſemblics held ar Saint Andrews , 1642. and} © - 
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Þ © Almbh, 1648: 433 


» lit Edinburgh 1643. 1644. 1645: 1645. and 1647, unro the * 
*Ipcrſons following viz Maſters, Fohn Lawder , Andrew Wood. s 
FIPavid Calderwood , Robert Ker , john Mackghie, Fohn Knox , © 
- Jlobn Sinclar , Fohn Adamſon , Robert Dowglas ; George Gilleſpi®, | 
"flames Hamiltoun, Mungo Law, John Smith , Robert Lawrie , . 
YiGerge Lefly , Fobn Wer , Robert Eliot, Alexander Dickson , | 
SI Parrich YFleeming , Thomas Vaſſie , Ephraim Melvil . Hew Ken- 
"J wdic , Kenneth Logie, Alexander | eviſtoun , George Bennet , 
 'f David eems, William Row , Robert Young , William Men =, 
lies, Tobn Fricbaine, tobn Givan , Harie Guthrie , Andrew. 
? q , David Auchterlony , Samuel Ouſteen , Thomas Henderſon, 
$- "I (barles Archibald. Andrew Lawder Fobn Leviſton  JohnMackellan,,. 
Teal Alexander Turnbull , William Fullerton , George Hutcheſon , Fohn 
Fa | Genel, Patrick Colvill, Fames Ferguſon , Hew Peebles . Fobn 
t, Bamiltonn, Alexander Dunlope , David Elphiſton , David Dick-. 
"- in. Robert Baillie . Robert Ramſay , Patrick Gilleſpie , Patrick, 
4 Sharpe , James Naſunth,, tohn Home , Evan Camron , Robert 


| 


F 4 Blair , Samuel Rutherfurd , David Forret , Robert Traill, An= 


| 


1,4 
* 57h 


"IF grew Bennett , Walter Greg , Fohn Macgill younger , Fohn Mone 
uy ariff , Fdedrick, Carmichael Ffohn Chalmers , John Duncan , 
Teh Andrew Donaldſon , Will. Oliphant , George Simmer , Andrew 
uy flick, Arthur Granger , David Strachen , Andrew Cant Fobn 
— I} Re , Fohn Paterſon, Alexander Cant . Fobn Young , JohnSea- 
108 in, David Lindjfay at Bethelvie > Nothaniel Martine , John 
-=Þ 4mard , William Falconer , Joſeph Brodie , Alexander Summer , 
20 Filiam Chalmer , Gilbert Anderſon , David Roſſe , Georpe Gr ty, 
37 Robere Knox , William Penman, Iames Guthrie. Thomas Donald- 
lith fem. William Jameſon , Thomas Wille , James Ker , John Knox » 
#} Andrew Dunhanſon Miuiſters : Archibald Marques of Argyle» 
4 Alexander Earle of Eglintoun , John itarle of Caſiils, William 
4 Earle of Lothian» Arbbibald Lord Angus, William Lord 
09 Bortrhwick , John Lord Torphichen, John Lord Balmerino, 
4 Robert Lord Burly , James Lord Couper, Lord 
"#4 Kilcudbright , Alexander Lord Elcho ,” Sir Archibald lobn- 
| 3] foun of Wariſton « Sir John Hope of Craighall , Arthur Erckin 
Y 9 of Scotskraig , Sir John Morey of thar Ik + | | 
"of Boaton of Creigh , Sir Jobn Waucbbope of Midrie , Six Thomas 
by Rubvcn of Frieland , Sir George Maxwell of Netherpollock., 
; yur Janes Fraſer of 2Jas fir Tam HasxaG of Pithro . SiF 
Fo E: Von 
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WWilian Catmichaellyounter of rhat ilk , Walter Danda voutn 
ger of thatilk , Thomas Craig of Ricarton » Mr George VV/mns 
-rain of Liberron , Sir Alexander Ingils of Ingilſton , Alexander: R 
'Brodje of that 11k » Forbes of Bight. VVill. More of Glage J 22 
derſton,'Jobn Ker of Lochtour , Alex Prmgill of Whitbanck, 
UV alter Scot of Whitflyid , Jobn Crafurd ot Grafurdland, Sip J*2*" 
Jahn Chiſly of Carſwell, Robert Monroe of Obſteall, bl 4 
Cornwall of Bonhard , George Dundas of Dudingſton, SirJames ra 
Stewart of Kirkfield, Alexander Coloil of the Blair » Mr Alex. | *** 
Peirſon» Mr Robert Burnet younger, Mr Thomas Murray, George | PV 
Potterfield, Mr James Campbell, James Hamilton, Lawrence Hen« ted. 
derfon, Mr Robert Barcclay, Mr VVillam More » VVilliam lam 
Glendoning Doctor , _Doupglas, James Sword » Gi | 3 
deonJack, Mr Dongall Campbell, John Beſrall, Jobn Brown, Wils had 
lramt Brown, Robert Brown , and VV/illiam Ruſſel, Elders! ers 
Giving unto them full Power and Commiſſion , to doallJ f9! 
and every thing for preſervation of the Eſtabliſhed Dore, Ge 
Difcipline , Worſhip and Government of this Kirk, againſ} pro 
all who ſhall endeavour to introduce any- thing contrary Þ Get 
thereunto, and for proſecuting , advancing , perfecting & 
bringing the ſaid Work of Uniformity in Religion inall Ni] 
Majeitics Dominions to a happy concluſion, conform tothef. | 
former Commiſſions granted by proceeding Aﬀemblies rhe-} | 
reanent', Ardto thateffe&t Appoints them, or any ſeven=Þ] FE; 
teen of them , whereof thirteen ſhall be Miniſters ro meg fro 
here in this Ciry to morrow the x2- of this Moneth , Apd 
thereafrer upon rhe laſt Wedneſday of November , February, | 
and May next , and upon any other day , and in any other 
place they ſhall rhink fir, Renewing alſo to the Perſons be- 
fore named the power contained in the Act of the Aſeny- 
bly 1643. Iutituled, A Reference to the Commisſion anent the 
Perſons deſigned to repair to the Kingdom of England. Aud fare} \ 
ther, incaſe Delinquents have no conſtant reſidence inany} 
one Presbyrerie, or if Presbyreries be negligent or overs 
awed , 1n theſe caſes, The Aſſembly. gives to the perſons: 
before named , ſuch powet of; cenſuring complyers and] 
perſons disaftected to the Covenant according to the As of 
rhe Aſſembly , declaring alwayes and providing”, thay 
Mini'tcs thall not be depoſed, bur in dne of the LW. 
LR | meeting! 


| _ Aſſembly, 1648. 448 
meetings.of this Commiſſion , And further Authoriſes 
wider {them as formerly with full power ro make Supplications, 
lag. Remonſtrances, Declararion«s & Warnings to Indici Faſts & 
Thanklgivings as there ſhall Ge cauſe to Proteſt againſt all 
| Sip $*acroachments upon the Liberties of the Kirk, and to cen- 
{Jfreall ſuch as interupt this Commiſſion or any other Church 
ones | Judicatory , or the execution of their Cenſures or of any 
lex, | aber Sentences or Ads, ifluing from them , And with full 
orgs | Wer to them to treatand determine intheJmatters refer- 
ene | ted unto them by this Adembly , as fully and freely as it the 
iam | ame were here fully expreſſed , and with as ample power 
Gi | any Commiſſion of any former Generall Aſſemblies hath 
Fils | had orbzen in uſe of before : Declaring alſo that all oppo= 
rs; | ers of the authority of this Commiſſion in matters intru-d 
)all ] to them ſhall þe holden as oppoſers of the authority of the 
me, 4 Geverall Aſſembly , Ang this Commiſſion in their whole 
inſt} proceedings are comprable to., and cenſurable by the next 
ary | Genoral Aſſembly, | 
7 & "HD 
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me Exemption of Murray , Roſſe, and Caithnefle 
_ from the contribution granted to the boyes of Argyle3 
with a Recommendation to Presbyteries , 
t0 make up what is taken of them 
by that exemption 


ns 


oncoming the overture and defire of the Commiſhonets 
of rhe Presbyteries of Murray, Rofſe , and Caitimeſie for 
an exemprion from that contribution of fourty ſhillings 
recommended forentertainment of the Irish boyes in Argyle 
The Aflembly having conſidered thereof, and of their 
offerin rhe the name of the ſaid Presbyteries , if that ex- 
emption be granzed , Do Approve their offer, And The- 
refore hereby Exoners the ſaid Pregbyteries of the ſaid con- 
Eibution of foryty ſhillings foward the entertainment of 
| Ex C2 


VS 


%. 
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the boyesin Argyle, And Ordains for that exemption aca. 
cording to the offer of their ſaid Commiſſioners , that each, The 
Presbyrerie of the ſaid Provinces entertaine one of the Irish;}: Ic 
Janguage at Schooles . and jf anv be found already fit for. 
Colledges, thev ſhall maintain them ar Philoſophie - andſo'J_. 
forward, untill they be fit for the Miniſtery : And Becauſe 
bv this exemption the contribution for the boyes in Argyle } 
will be ſo much lefſened. T herefore the Aſſembly Recome J 
mends to all other Presbyreries to think upon {ome way; } 
how by the charitable Supply that may be made up untg7} dj 
them. "oY 


- MOTDTEOT * EI—_ , 
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© ACT eoncern ing Colle&tion for the Poor. 


FT: E Aſſembly Underſtahding that the colle&ion) 
for the poor in ſome Kirks in the Countrey , are tas! 
kenin the time of Divine Service , which being , a} the 
very great and unſeemly diſturbance of Divine Worſhip} f 
Do therefore hereby Inhibir and diſchargethe ſame. Andor='} 

dainsrbatthe Miniſter and Seſhon appoint ſome other way! | M1 
and time for receiving the ſaid ColleQions. 1 


——————— 
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Kecommendation for ſecuring pro viſions 1 
Miniſters in Burg hs. ; 


| bd regard that the ſtipends of many Miniftersin BurghsareJ 
not ſecured unto rhem and their ſucccfiors ; Therefore Y all 
the Aſſembly Do ſeriouſly Recommend to the Honourable, J * 
Commiſſion of Parliament for planting of Kirks, tre pro-! - 
vide reall and valide ſecurity of competent and honeſt mex- F W 
nes to the preſenr Miniſters of Burghs and their ſucceſſors; of 
where they are uot ſufficiently provided or ſecured already, R 
Ordaining Presbytexies to uſe all neceſſary diligence for ® 
© Os thereofbefore the ſaid Commiſſion for planting 

1IKS, - | | 
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cal The Humble Supplication of the Generall Aſ- 


for | Jervbly of the Kirk of »cotland, met at Edinburg 


- 


fo f. Auguſt 12 «unto the Kings CHMof 

uſe | Excellent CMHajeſte. 

ye N | 7 | 

meg bony your Myjeſtie through the fuggeſtions of evilmen, 
ay: | £Amay haply entertain hard thoughts of us and our Procee- - 
oy dings , yerthe Searcher of hearts knowes, and our con- 


| ſciences bear record unto us, that we bear in our ſpirits cheſe 
| bumble andduitifull refpedts to your Mijeſtie , that loyall 
| ſubjects owe co their native Soveraigne , and that ir would 
; | de one of our greateſt contentmenrs uponearth, to lee your 
{ Myeſtiereigaing for the LORD, in Righteouſnefle and 
on! Peace over theſe Nations : And thereforeas we do bow our 
as { knees daily before the Throne of Grace on your behalf, and 
K.! the behalf of your Poſterity; So we findeour'felves hereto 
up/'} tore, obliged faithfully and freely to warn your Majeſtie of 
r= your danger and dutie; Wiſhing, and hoping rha' cne Lo:d 
ay: { willincline your Royall hear: , from the ſence of the evil 
-{ which hath befallen You , through the flighting of former 
| Warning , to be more attentive unto this We are ver y 
4 ſenſible of your Miajeſties ſuffering , and low condition , 
14 and do nor 1n the leaſt meaſure approve. but from our hearts - 
7 abhorre any thing that hath been done to your Majeſties 
I Perſon, contrary rothe common reſolutions of both King- 
re | doms : Yet it ſhall be your Mzajethies wiidom, in thisas in 
re © all that hath befallen you theſe years paſt, ro read the righ- 
le | teous hand of the Lord, writing bitter things againſt you , 
0-7 3s for all your Proyocations » ſoeſpecially for refiſting his 
+- | Work, andauthoriſing by your Commiſſions the ſhedding 
s; | ofthe blood of his People, for which it is high time ro 
75 | JIepent, that there beno more wrath againſt you and your 
"21 4 Realms. | 
The Commiſſion of the preceeding Aﬀembly, whoſe 
I proceedings are unanimouſly approven by this Afembly , 
JI Having read yonr Majeſties Letter of the date at Carzsbrook, 
i} Caltle , December 27. And peruſed your Conceflions , did 
_— Ee 3  finde 
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finde ſome of thefe Conceſſions deſtructive to the'Covenanyyſle of 
and all of them unfarisfaGtorie , and did therefore emir alhoto! 
Declaration concerning the fame, leaſt your Majeſties Subsſhour 
Jes in this Kingdom ſhould have unawares imbarkedſſyhic 
themſelves in an Engagement upon grounds not conſiſting ſthat 
with the good of Religion, and the Solemn League and{man« 
Covenant. For preventing whereof ; they did alſo preſentmoſt 
moſt jult and neceflary defires unto the high and-Honoursf| Hon 
able Court of Parltament of this Kingdom ; which, if theyl] fres 
had been granted, mighr have through the Bleiling of Ge þ the 
Either procured ( upon Treaty) your Majefties re-eſtabliſh-J and: 
ment, andaſolide Peace, orlaid open the expedienceand} 
neceflity ofa lawſull War , and have united this Kingdom} 
therein for the good of Religion, of your Majeſtie , andof 
your Kingdoms, When the Parliament was-pleaſed withs' 
out atisfaCtion ro any of theſe deſires, togo on towardz: 
the determining ofaWar upon the gounds contained in their] 
Declaration, As many of their own Members who haweY yen 
been fairhfull in the Cauſe of GOD from the beginning} Suk 
Aid diflent from their preceedings , ſo molt of all the Pres Þ for 
byteries and Synods of this Kingdom, and the Commurtees had 
of War in ſeverall Shires did by humble Supplication repr&] yea 
ſenr to the Parliament , how unſatisfied they were in theit 
conſciences concerning the preſent Engagement: NotwithesI 
ſtanding ofall which , rhe Engagement hath been carried}. 
on without clearing either of the lawfulneſle or = 
thereof, Therefore, We having now examined the ſame}. 
by the Rule of Gods Word , and having foundit unlawſullJ nir 
as we have warned the whole Kingdom of the danger theres 
of, So weholdit our Dutyalfo ra warne your MajeſtieaJ an 
the Servants of the moſt High GOD, andin Name ofthe} m 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who mult Judge the quick and dead, Ear} fe 
neſtly beleeching your Majeſtie that asye would not draw | \ 
pew guilt upon your Majeſties Throne, and make theſe & 
Kingdoms again a field of Blood, youwould be far fromowne 
ing or havingany handin this ſo unlawfull an Engagement 
Which as ic hath already been the cauſe of ſ@ much ſorrow 
and many ſufferings to the People of God in this Land, who 
chooſe affliction rather then fin , So it tendeth to the undo- 
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Aſſembly, 1648. 43% 
any of the Covenant and Work of Reformation : As we do 
ur aſhotoppoſe the reſtitution of your Majeſtie to the exerciſe of 
ubshour Royall Power 3 So we muſt needs defire that thar 
rkedybichis GO DS begiven unto Him in the firſt place, and 
tingJthat Religion may be Gettebs before the ſerling of any hu- 
ol mane 1ntereſt ; Being confident that this way is not.only 
{ent} poſt for the Honour of GO D, buralſo for your Majeſtics - 
ours} Honor and Safery, And therefore asir was one of our De-i* 
thepl fires to the High and Honourable Court of Parliament thae ' 
0d they would ſolicitie your Majeſtic for ſecuring of Religion , 
ſh: adeſtabliſhing the SolemnLeague and Covenant inall your 

nd Nomintons , that your Majeſtie might know that way rhey - 
1} intend on your behalf was with a ſubordinarion to Religions 
aot | So we do now from our ſelves make this humble addreſs 
t+J unto your Majeſtic, intreating your Majeſtic as you tender 
$9 Truth and Peace , you wouldbe pleafed ro ſuffer your ſelf 
ry tobe poſſeſſed with right thoughts of the League and Co« 
ef yenant, and of the proceedings of your Majeſties loyall 
2 | SubjeRts in relation thereunto , and give your Royall aſſent 
+1 forinjoyning of itin all your Dominions If your Majeſtic 
£& had been pleaſed ro hearkento our Counſel] heranent ſome: 
| years ago, the blood of many thouſands, which now lyes 
ety upon your Majeſties Throne , might haye been ſpared , 
my Popery, Prelacy, Idolatry, Superſtition , Profaneſle , 
eq Hereſie, Error , Sects and Schiſmes whichare'now grown 
ſy to lo greataheight in England, might have been extirpate , 
4 and your Majeſtie fitting 10 Peacein your own Houſe, Reig 
ning over your Subjects with much -mutuall contentmene 
'J and confidence. And if your Majeſtie ſhall yer ſearch out 
'8J and repent of all yonr ſecrer and open Sins, And after {a 
' many dear-bought experiences of the danger of evill Couns 
ar] fell, be now {o wiſe as to,avoidit» and to hearken tous 
oy unto youin the Name of the Lord >» Weare confi- 
Ae | dent by this means your Majeſtie may yet be reſtored , and 
I” afure and firme peace. procured. We take iras a great 
mercy , and asa door of hope, that God ſtill inclines the 
hearts of all his Servants to pray for your Majeſtic; And we 
would not haye your Majeftie to look upon it as alighr 
'J Kung ,. char you have been preſerygd alive, when many 
i Ee 4 thouſand 
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440 _ TheGenerall "I 
thouſands hayeby your means and procurement fallen on hath o 
your lefr hand. God forbid that your Majeſtie ſhould any dre de 
longer diſpiſe the word of exhortation , the riches of bis lit) 
goodneſle, forbearance and long ſaffering , not knowing®ſeceiv 
that; the. goodneſſe', of God leads you unto Repen=zrhe 
ance ;- For if your Majeſtie'do ſo, As we are afraid, all? Duel: 
Counſels and Endeayours for yourMajeſties re - eſtabliſh«Þſqns 1 
ment ſhall be invain and withour ſucceſſe , becauſe of the I efor 
Wrath of the Lord of Hoſts > who brings down the mighty :Þ (rſt x 
from his I brane, and ſcatters the proud in the imaginations gf rh 
of their hearts 3 So we ſhall mourn in ſecret for it > and for: | @msz 
all the mileries thar arelike to come upon your Throne and. | (the 
your Dominions , and comfort opr ſelves, inthis, that. ] And 
we have delivered our own ſouls. Burt we defire ro hope: | fide 
better things , and that your Majeſtie will humble your ſelf] gha 
L under the mighry hand of God, and be inclinedrto hear-Þ y gi 
} | kentorhe faithfull adviſe of his Servants , be willing to ſex if yep 
cure Religion, and imploy your Royall Power for advan-:] jt ar 
cing the Kingdom of the Son of God , which will turn as; Þ zgai 
well to the Honour and Happineſle of your Majefties as ta 
ghe Peaceand Safety of your Subjects. | | 
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Auguſt. 12. 1643, Sefl. Uls. 
A@ aiſtharging Duels. 


*#F*HE General! Aſembliy taking in conſideration the 
many Duelsand combats that have been fought , and: 
Challenges that have been made', and carried , and rece1v-' 
edin this Land of late. And being ſenſible of the exceed- 
ing great offence that comes by ſo horribleand hainous a {nz 
whichis a groſle preferring of the ſuppoſed credic of the * 
Creature unto the Honour of th? moſt High God, and an 
uſurpation upon the office of the Magiſtrate by private mens ! 
taking of the Sword, And a High degree of murther both 
of body and foul, by ſhedding the blood of the one, and } P 
utting of theother from time of repenting; And which ' 


doth 
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Aſembly , | rh48. AFL I 
on ;Koth ordinarily produce many wofill conſequeuts , Theres 
ny Hhre doth enact And Ordain that all Perſons of whatſoever 
1s hality who ſhall either fight Duels, or make, or write, or 
ng receive , or with their knowledge carry Challenges, or go 
n=/Forhe fields, either as Principals, or as Seconds to fight 
all?Fpyels and Combars , thar they ſhall without reſpe& of Per- 
h«1Ffons be proceſſed with the Centures of the Kirk and brought 

ne F hefore the Congregation two ſeverall Lords-dayes 3 In the 

y :Þ firſt whereof they are ſharply ro be rebuked and convinced 

nS FJ ofthe hainouſneile of their fin and offence , and on the next : 
O02 I tomake a iolemn publick Confeſfſton thereof, and profefſiou 

dF oftheir unfained Humiliation and Repenrance for the ſame. 

at. J And if the Perſon guilty of any of the former offences bean - 

01 f Elder or Dcacon , he 15 to be removed trom hig office ; and 

It] pharſoever perſon guilty of any of theſe off:nces, ſhall refuſe . 

= togive obedience according to the tenoar of this At, ſhall 

*'q beproceſſed ro Excommunication : Declarzng alway], that 

1} jitany be killed at ſuch Duels , rhe killer 1hall be proceeded - + 
SJ againſt by the Kirk as ather murtherers. R- 


_ 
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. Af concerning depoſed Miniſters. 
? T* E Afembly conſidering that divers Miniſters de« 


poſed for Malignaficy , and complying with the Ens- 
mies of this Kirk and Cauſe of God, may be ſuited 
by , and hope to get entry in ſome Congregation where a 
{| Miniſter depoſed for Malignancy hath been, and may be 
ſuppoſed to have put on the people a ſtamp and impreffion of 
Milignancie , and being by the Act of the Generall Aſem- 
dly in Ammo 1645. Paſt all hope of being reſtored ro the 
; {| placeout of the whilk he was caſt: Now alſo Ordains and 
+] enatts thar no Miniſter depoſed for Malignancy and com- 
2] pliance foreſaid ( whenir ſhall fall our that he be pur in 2 
1} capacity of admiſſion to the Minittry ) ſhall eater intothe 
\ | Congregation of any other Miniſter who alſo hath been de- 
poled for Malignancy and CY , as ſaid is, 
6 3 
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HE Generall Afſembly ngt having now time to confi: + 
=» der the References of the preceeding Aſſemblies, and © | 
the moſt part of Presbyteries not having ſent their opini« © I 
onsin Writ , Therefore do yetagain Recommend to Preg« | "+; 
byterics and Provinciall Afemblies toconfiderall matrers © 

xEferred by this or by any former Aſſemblies, are roſend. | 
_ —_ therein in writ to the next Generall As 
Ye | 
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I H E meeting of the next General Aſembly i 
4: hereby Appointed to be atEdinburgh the firfs Wed, | 
nexday of tuly , 1649, -— 
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luly 7. 1649- Antemeridiem , Seſſ. EV. | . 


 Approbationof the proceedings of the C omni}. 
froners df the Generall Aſſembly. 


ERS H E Gcnerall Aſſembly having heard the repore ri 
_ His Z 8 of the Commitre appointed for reviſing thepro- bk 
IS Þ Y' ceedings of rhe Commiſſioners of the precedin | 
; & Aſſembly 3 5 And finding thereby, that in Kt 
ed their proceedings they haye been zealous , dis 
NY and faithfull , in the diſcharge of the truſt commirred 
to them, do therefore unanimouſly Approve and Ratifythe 
the whole proceedings, Acts and Concluſions of the ſaid - 
Commiſſion; Appointing Mr Jobn Bell Moderator p rotempore, 
| to return them hearty thanks inthe namethe Aſlcmbly, tor; 
their great pains : traye] and fidelity. 


HC — —_— 
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laly ro: i 6429. Antemeridiem , Sel. V1. 


Majeſty. 


A. of the Commiſſioners ſent to his Majeſty preſented by 
them this day , Together wich the Cmmiſſion and Inftrut- 
ions which were given unto them}; Do finde by the Report, 
that they have been very diligent and faithfull 1n the dil- 


playmem. 


Rene 


þ 
Approbation of the Commiſſioners ſent to his 
He Generall Aſſembly having taken inſerious confi} 

. W dcrationthe Report of the Travels and proceedingy 
Charge of the Truſt - committed to them: And therefore } 


doe unanimouſly Approve of their Carriageand return jthem F 
hearty thanks for their great Pains and Travails in that Ems 


” Af aiſtharg ing promiſcuous Dancmg. 


gheir care and diligence. 


— 


Tuly 20 1649. AntemeridiemSefl. X I X. 


 Satisfattion, Together with the Declaration 
and Acknowledgement to be ſub- 
ſeribed by thens. 


& againſt God, aid Scahdall to his People at home an d a- 


Y July x9. 1649. Poſtmeridiem , Sell. X VIII. 


HE Aſſembly finding the ſcandall and abuſe that ari } 


6 NE I ſes through promiſcuous Dancing: Do therefore inhi |} 
"oz. biteand diſcharge the ſame, and 4o referre the Cen= 
ſure thereof to ſeyerall Presbyreries, recommending it ta I 


At concerning the receiving of Engagers in ; 
the late nmlawfull War againſt England, to publick }- 


TH E Generall Aſſembly conſidering whar great offence ' 


broad 


2 Aſſembly; 1648. is 
{Þrozd, hath ariſen from the late unlawfull Engagement in 
Tar againſt England ; whereby, coutrary to the Law of God 
and of Nations, contrary to the Solemn League and Cove= 
nant , contrary tothe Petitions of almoſt the whole King- 
'Idom , contrary to the Declarations of the Judicatories of. 
{this Kirk , contrary tothe Proteſftations of a conſiderable 
c. | part of the Parliawent, contrary to the frequent and clear 
'*{ Warnings of the Servants of God in his name, nor onely are 
Bf Afociations in Counſels and Arms made with Malignant 
+. | Perſons » who had ſormerly ſhewn their difaffetion to the 
"| Covenanthin andCauſe, bur ane Invaſion of the Neighbour 
2 | Nation was proſecuted; from whence flowed the oppreſſion 
rs | «the Perſons, Eſtates and conſciences of many of the pe= 
m | ple of God in this Land,rthe ſhedding of the blood of ſome, 
| the loſſe and diſhonout of this Nation, and ſeverall other 
5 1 Inconveniences: and conſidering that the Commiſſioners 
4 of the laſt Generall Afembly, have acquit themſelves 
q faithfully io ordaining to be ſuſpended from tte renewing of 
F the Covenant, and from the Ordinance of the Lords Supper, 
I: } fuch asare deſigned jn their Ads of date the 6. of Offoher & 
4 of December laſt ; referring the further conſideration and 
| cenſure of the Perſons foreſaid to this preſent Generall Aſ= 
7} ſembly : Therefore the Generall Aﬀembly, for removing 
; | offuch Offences, and for prevention of the like in time c0= 
1 ming , and for reſtoring ofſuch asare truely humbled , do 
'F Declare and Appoint. | 
| I. Thatallthoſe who have been guilty and cenſured as 
4 aforeſaid , and withall do nor by their addrefſes to Kirk Ju- 
$ dicatories teſtify their diſlike thereof, and give evidences of 
- their Repenrance therefore , That theſe be proceſſed and 
- | continuing obſtinare , be excommunicaced ; Bur if withall 
18 | they go on in promoving Malignant Deſignes , that they be 
-þ \ forthwith Excommuniearted : As alſo hart all ſuch perſons 
5", guilty as aforeſaid, who after Profeſſion of their Repentance 
1 ſhall yer again hereafter rela pſe to the promoting any Ma- 
{ lignant Deſfigne, that theſe be likewiſe forth with excomy 
municated, 
© . It. That all theſe who have been guilty and cenſured as 
\- | Norefaid, and deſixe to teſtifie their Repentance, androbe 
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'admirted tothe Covenant and Communion , ſhall tef dg acc: 
anyConfesfion in publick before theCongregation ſubſcrihol 9 
the Declaration herto ſub-joyned , of their unfained deres. £ 
ſtation and renunciarion of that Engagement , and a1! other feff 
Malignant courſes contrary to the Covenant and Cauſe, [thei 
Promiſing to keep themſelves from ſuch ways in time come | 1 
ing , and uote {4 that if they ſhall again fall intof the 
TJuch defeQion thereafter, they —__— be accounted pers g/t: 
fidious backſliders, and breakers ofthe Covenant and Oath 
of God, and proceeded againſt with the higheit Cenſures off 
the Kirk. bo 
HL Thartof theſe who have been guilty and cenſured xzÞ| oft 
aforeſaid , and defire now to teſtifie their Repentance | Co 
Whoſoever were formerly joyned inArms or Counſel] with ſuc 
James Grabam 1n his Rebellion , or who were Generall pereſ ! 
fons or Colonels in the lare unlawfull Engagement, Orf 1 
w.o went to Ireland ro bring over Forces for that effec, it 
Or who have been emiinen:ly a&ive in cohtriving of or, ſeefſ dill 
ducing unto the; ſaid Engagement, erwhoſoever above thel les 
degree ofa Leutenant. Commanded theſe parties, that inf acc 
promoving of the ends of theſaid Engagement ſhed blood} & 1 
within the Kingdom , either before that Army of Engagergff gap 
went to England, or after their return , Or who above thel]. apt 
degree foreſaid Commanded inthe late Rebellion in rhe}. 
North 3 That none of theſe be admitted or received to givelſ} fai 
ſatisfaction , but by the Generall Asſembly or their Come'or 
misftonexs, + 7} Cc 
I V. Thar all thereſt ofchefe who have been guilty , or the 
cenſured as aforeſaid may be received by the Presbyteries ne 
where they reſide. COT 4 
V. Thar all who have been guilty as aforſaid, before}. 
their receiving tothe Covenant,ſhall make a Solemn publickÞ mc 
Acknowledgement in ſuch matter ,' ard before ſuch Cons] the 
gregations'as the Commiſſion of the Generall: Aſſembly or on 
Presbyteries reſpeAive ſhall preſceibe,according to the degree] tir 


' of their offence and ſcandall given, al] 


V I- That none of the foreſaid Perſons be admitted, off tat 


received as Elders inany Judigatories of the Kirk , bur ac-P} + 
& a accarding vn 


oo 
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fd according to the Aﬀ&ofthe Generall Aﬀembly ef the laſt of 
hel £uguft 1 647+ againlt complyers of the firſt Claſle, Ro 
eres. And becauſe many haye heretofore made ſhew and pro= 
ther (fefion of their Repentance,, who were not convinced of 
uſe, [their guiltineſſe nor humbled for the ſame, but did thereaf- 
"ms | ir return with the dogto the vomit, and with che ſow to 
into] the puddle , unto the mocking of God , and the exceeding 
pers great reproach and detriment of his Cauſe : Therefore, for 
ath] the better derermining the Truth and ſincerity of the Re- 
s of] peotance ofthoſe who defire to be admitted to the Covenane 
__ | axd Gommunion : Itis appointed and Ordained that none: 
das ofthoſe perſons who are debarred from the Covenant and 
ze | Communion ſhall be admitted and received thereto , bur 
ith} fuch as after exaCt trial , ſhall be found for ſome competence 
er={ time before or after the offer of their Repentance s accord= 
Orf ng to the diſcretion of the reſpedtive Judicatories » to have 
&,Þ 1n their ordinary converſatione given realTeſtimony of their 
ſee diſlike of the Jare unlawfull Engagement , and of the cour= 
eq fſesand wayes of Malignants , and of tkeir ſorrow for their 
ing acceflion to the ſame; &ro live ſoberly, righteouſly & godly; 
od & 1f any ſhall be found , who after the defeating of the En- 
ergy gagers have uttered any Malignant ſpeeches, tending to the 
 approbation of the late unJawfuJEngagement, or the blood- 
eF ſhed wirhin the Kingdome for promoving of the ends of the 
ive faid Engagement, or any other projects or practiſes within 
+$ or without the Kingdome prejudiciall to Religion and the 
 F Covenant, ortending to the reproach of the Miniftry , or 
"or the civill Government of the Kingdom , or who have un- 
ey neceſſarily or ordinarily converſed with Malignant and diſ- 
- afteted perſons, Or who have had hand in, or acceſſion to, 
ore} or campliance with or have any wayes countenanced or pro= 
ick} moved any Mrlignant Deſign , prejudicial to Religion and 
__ 
| 


the Covenant 3 That theſe, notwithſtanding their profefft= 

on of Repentance be not ſuddedly received, bur a competent - 

reg} time , according to the diſcretion of the Judicatory , be 
' FJ affigned tothem for tryall of the evidence of their Repen- 
or} tance, according to the qualifications above mentioned. 
ac And the Generall Aſſembly Ordains Presbyteries to make 
ing Wtimation of this Att in the ſeverall Kirks of their haunds ſo 
| 00n 


» 


{oonas they can , after the of the riſing General! Aferbly;Þ mil 
that none pretend ignorance 3 And thar Presbyteries © 
make accompr oftheir diligence in proſecuting of this Aa} dor 
to the Quarterly meerings of the Commiſſion of this Af [end 
SFembly.- : ; Y fee 
| Waal b 
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The Declaration and Atknowledgement 
before mentioned. 


|| | after due conſideration Wo 
of the late Warre againſt the Kingdom of England; And To 
having alſo confidered the courſe purſued and promotedby! 

theEarle of Lanerk, George Monroand their Adberents in and]. 


about Stirling , and by others in the late Rebellion in the: FT 
North , againſt all which not only eminent Teſtimonies of *, 
Gods Wrath have been given in defeating of them , but} ghe 
they werein themſelves {infull breaches of Covenant , and fo | 
prorigg the intereſt of man unto God 3 I doe hereforem ſen 

zods ſight profefſe , thatT am convinced of the unlawfulsÞ Mi 


nefſe of all theſe ways , as contrary to the Word of God} At 
and to the Solemn League and Cavenant , not only in re*Þ the 
gard of the miſcarriages of theſe that were imployed there 
in , bur allo in reſpect of rhe nature of theſe courſes themelſ 
ſelves; And therefore profefling my unfained ſorrow for my 
ewltinefle by my acceſſion ro the ſame, doe renounce and} 
diſclamm the forefaid Engagemencr 2d all the courſes thavf the 
were uſedfor carrying on the ſame,cither before or after the th; 
defeat of the Engagers , as contrary tothe Word of G O DI $0 
and Solemn League and Covenant, and deſtruQtive to Rea} an 

, ligion and the work of Reformation ; And I doe promiſe} 
in the power of the Lords ſtrength, never again to own any! 
of theſe or the like courſes. And if hereafter at any time, I 
ſhall be found to promote any Malignant Deſign or courſe , | 
thar I ſhall juſtly be accompted a perfidious Covenant brea- 
Ker and deſpiſer of God , and be proceeded againſt with the 
highgit Cenſyresof the Kirk ; Likeas» 1 deg hereby pray 
mve: 


| Aſſembly , 1645: 449 
ly;E tniſe to adhere to the Narionall Covenant of this Ki ngdome 
rieg-and tothe Solemn League and Covenant betwixt the King= 
AtJdomes, and tobe honeſt and zealous for promoving all the 
Aſs Jendsthereaf. as I ſhall be called thereunto of God , andro 
'* Flee all occaſions and temprarions that may lead me inta 
any the like ſnares againſt the ſame. Subſcribed 
at the day of 


———_— 


>D 


[poly 24. 1649. Poſtmeridiem. Sell XX1T. 
ind | 10 #be HightS HonourableGourt of Parliament 
nd]. TheGenerall Aſſembly , Humbly Sheweth , 


Oy ment aboliſhing Patronages, and doe highly commend 
bul 7} the picty and zeal of the Eſtates of Parliament in promoving; 
ney fo neceſſary a point of Reformation > The Generall As« 
i .&mbly do humbly ſupplicate , thar beſide the ſetling of the 
ule 'Miniſters ſtipends, that the Tythes mentioned in the ſaid 
1,7 AR, may be affeted with the burthen of pious uſes, within 
© the reſpeftive Paroches, conform toa draught of an Act 
1c: ken by the Commisfioners of the late Generall Asſembly 
meJ before itpasſed in Parliament, And that the foreſaid Act, 
J may be made effeuall forthe ſetling of Miniſters Stipends 
$ in Kirksere&ed , and necesſaryto be erected according ro | 
ty the Tenour of the A of Parliament , And for this effect, 
that your Lordſhips will haſten the fitting of the Commis- 


my. 
ind 

har 

t 

DF fion forPlanration of Kirks, with all convenient diligence 
\eeF and yourLordſhips Anſwer, - 
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27. July, 1649. Antemeridien. Seſl. 27. 
A ſeaſonable and neceſſary VVarning and 


Declaration » concerning Preſent and Imminent dans 


gerss. and Concern mp duties relating thereto; 
from the Generall Aſſembly of this Kirk, 
unto all the Members thereof. 


HE Lord whochooſes Jeruſalem ina furnace of Aﬀi« 

ions hath been pleaſed fince the beginning of the wotk” 
of Reformation in this Land, ro exerciſe his People with} - 
many tria}ls 3 all that deſired to keep a good conſcience, J | 
were not Jong agoe under many heayy and ſad preſſures! 
from the inlolency and oppreſſion of a prevailivg party of ] 
diſ-aff:&ed and Malignant men , who under a pretext© 7 
bringing the King to a condition of Honour, Freedom and} 
Safery » did Carry on an unlawfull Engagement iagainfttheF - 
Kingdom ofF ngland:and if theLord had nor been merciful} 
unto his people, they were like either to have been baniſhed} 
our of the Land, orto have been kepr ina perperuall boſs 
dage in their contciences, perſons and eſtares: But he whoſeF 
Meſſengers thoſe men bad mocked, and whoſe word they 
had deſpiſed , did bring them'down ſuddenly in adaysÞ - 
and reſtored liberty and peace unto his people : A mer Yi i 
, andd*fliyerance, whichas ir onghrt toberemembred wit 
thankfulneſle and praiſe, ſo may it engage 'our hearts notra} 
faint int:roubles and ſtraites thar do yet abide us,but to trultF 
in the name ofthe Lord , who both can and will delivers} 


{t11] our of all our affiictions, 


Albeit, wee do now enjoy many rich and precious bleſs} 
ſing wherin wee have reaſon to be comforted, and to rejoyce3} - 
yet it were :o ſhut our own eyesif we ſhould not fee ourſels? 
ves:nvolved in, and threatned with many and great dangers J 


ar home and fromabroad, . Itis matter of exceeding great 
ſorrow to think upon the ignorance and profanity , theimi 


penitencieand ſecurity that 2bounds ſtill in the Land , not*} 


&:Unfanging all the gracious diſpeuſation of the Goſpel,and 
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ineans of grace in ſuch purity and plenty , that none of the 


4 Nations roundabour us can boaſt of the Jike, and of all his 


ſharp rods wherewith he hath afflicted us from year to year, 


 andof all the mercies and deliverances wherewith he hath 
viſited us; and of our late ſolemn confeſſion of finnes, and 


ehgagetnent unto duties » ſezled with the tenewing of the 


* Covenant ahd the Oath of God ; Which ſome tnen have ſo 


far already forgotten ; as to returh with thedogge tothe 
vomit, and with the ſow ro the puddle: And many fignes 


of inconſtancy and levity do appear among all ſorts and 
'zanks of perſons; who ſeem to want nothing bur a ſatable 


| tentation to draw them away from tbeir ſtedfaſtneſſe ; Our 


1 Army is not yer ſufficiently purged , but there be ſtill in 1t 
7 Malignant and ſcandalous men , whoſe fidelity and cone 


ſtancy , asitis much to be doubted fois the wrath of the 


af Lordto befeared , upon their proceedihgs and undertak- 


iF ings, without a ſpeedy and effeCtuall remedy. 


th 


- 


© Thar prevailing party of SeCtaries in England , who have 
broken the Covenant , and deſpiſed the Oath of God, cor- 


or | \Tupted the truth , ſubverredthe fundamentall Govexrnmenty 


; | and taken away the Kings life look upon us with An evill 
F eye, asnpon theſe who ſtand in the way of their monſtruous 


j | and new fangled devices in Religion and Government 3 
"3 And though there were no cauſe to fear any thing from thar 


*J party butthe Gangrene and infecition of thoſe many damna-s 


y _ - - 
1 ble and abominable errours which have raken hold on them 


o 
% 


"*F yet our vicinity unto and daily commerce with that Nation , 
"2 may jultly makeus afraid tharthe Lord may give up many in 
**F this Land unto a ſpirit of delufion to beleeve lies, becauſe 


FJ they have nor received the love of the truth. 


Neitheris the Malignant patty ſo far broken and broughr 


low » as that they haveabandoned all hopes of carrying on 
© their former defigns againſt the Covenant and work of Re- 
formation: Befide many of them 1n this Kingdom , who 


areas Foxes tied in chains , keeping their evill nature, and 
waiting at opportuny to break their cords, ard again to 
prey upon the Lords peoplc , there be ſtanding Armies in 


 Heland , under the command bf the Marquefle of Ormond , 
The Lord Inebquieeh the Lord w Airds , agd George Minto, 


wig 
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who forgetting all the horrible cruelty that was exerciſed. 
by the Iriſh Rebels, upon many thouſands of. the Engliſh  Þ' oy 
and Scottiſh Nations in that land 5 have entred into a. th; 
Peace and Aſſociation with them that they may the more - ' 

eaſily Carry on the old defignes of the Popiſh , Prelaticall, Þ| anc 
and Malignant party, And the Lord of Airds, and George || Lo 
Monro, haveby treachery and oppresſion brought thePro- 'Þ mz 
vince of VIſfter, and Garriſons therein, under their power Þ of: 
and Command , and have redaQted our country-men , and Þ| fo 
ſuchas adhere unto the Covenant » and cauſe of God inthat. Þ an 
Province, unto many miſeries and ſtraits » and are like ro Þ þo 
baniſh the Minifters of the Goſpcll » and to overturn theſe |} - 
faire beginnings of the work of God, which were unto many. Þ 


7 | in; 
a branch of hope , thatthe Lord meant to make Irelanda” Þ 1; 
pleaſant land. | -'Þ ri 


But which is more grievous untous then all theſe , our | 
King notwithſtanding of the Lords hand againſt his Fathers. Sd 
oppolitionto the work of God , andof the many ſad and *Þ \y; 
dolefull conſequences followed thereupon , in referenceto!''} 


Religion and his Sebjetts, and to his perſon , andGovern-: 
ment 7 doth hearken unto the councels oftheſe who were | " 
Authors of theſe miſertes to his Royall Father and his Ki ng- | «& 
. doms : By which it hath cometo paſſe » that his Majeſty. Þ' 


hath hitherto refuſed to grant the juſt and neceffary deſires 'Þ th 
ofthis Kik and Kingdom , which were rendred unto him Þ}' 
trom the Commiſſioners of both for ſecuring of Religon,. Þ tþ 
the Liberties of the Subje& , his Majeſties Government ,Þ G 
and the Peace of the Kingdome; And it is much tobe} g; 
feared thar thoſe wicked Counſellours may ſo farre prevaile } }, 
upon him in his tenderyeers, as to engage him ina warre, 
for overturning ( if it be poſſible) of the work of God," }* } 
and bearing down all thoſe in the three Kingdoms that ad-'Þ ,, 


here thereto: Which ifhe ſhall doe, cannot but bring a 
great wrath from the Lord upon himſelfe and his Throne ,. Þ (e 
and muſt be the cauſe of many new , and greatmiſeries,and } , 


calamiries to theſe Lands. | | p 
It concernsa Nation thus ſinfull and loaden with iniquity | |, 

. and 1nyolyed in ſo many difficulties and dangers,by timous 
repentanceand uytained hymiljatieg tq draw gear to God F 
| x and 


d 
h our fin may be pardoned, and our iniquity done away» and 
2. Þ thathe would eſtabliſh the Land in the love of the rruhe , 
e * Þ and inableevery on in their ſtation todo their duty boldly 
IL 'Þ and without fear , and in humble dependance upon the 


44 | | Lord » In whom alone is the ſalvation of his peoplez-Every h; 
- | man ought with all faithfulneſſe and diligence , to make uſe | 


| all theſe means thatare approvenand allowed of God, 
tor preſerving and carrying on of his work, and for ſecuring 


- $ and guarding the Land againſt all enemies whatſomever , 


F The Spirir oferrour and delufion in our Neighbour Land, 

* | inhiepolice of Saran hath vailed it (elf in many , under the 

4 mask of holineſſe and is inthe rigreous and wiſe diſpenſa« 

F tion of God , armed with;power, and arrended with ſuc- 
ir {| ceſſe: Therefore all the Inhabitants of this land would la- 
SF bour for more knowledge , and more love of the truth , 
d 22 vithour which they may eafily be deceived , audled into 
''F rentation , and would learn to diſtinguiſh berwixt the ſhew 
**. and power of godlinefle. We know that there be many in 
© -Þ England who be truly godly, and mourn with us for all the 
*\4 frrours and abominations that are in that land , But it is 
*F without controverfie , that that Spiric which harh acted in 
F the Courſes and Counſels of theſe, who have retarded and 
4 obſtruged the work of God, diſpiſed the Coverant, forced 
57 the Parliament, murthered the King , changed rhe civill 
4 Goverpmear , and eſtabliſhed ſo vaſt a Toleration in Relt- 
7 gion. cannot betheSpiritof Righteouſneſſe andHolineſle, 
F becauſd irreaches nor men to live godly and righteouſly,bur 
JF. drawes them aſide into errour-and make themro bring forth 
JF the bitter fruits of impiery and iniquity and therefore ought 
'F tobe avoyded. And not only are ſuchof our Nation as 
J travailein our Neighbour-land , to rake heed unto theme 
1 ſelves that they receive not infetion from ſuch as are leas 
3 yened with Errour , but theſe alſo wholive at home . eſ- 
| pecially in thoſe places where SeQtaries, upon pretext of 
\ mercbandiſe , and other civill imployments, ordinarily 
traffique and converſe. Neither needs any man to be afraid 
of the power and ſacceſle of that party , Neither needs any 
y Fi; man 
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.and to wraftle with him in Prayer and gupplication, thar 


& 
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man to beafraid of the power and ſucceſſe of thathparty, they: 1a 
who have gadded aboyr ſo muc!i ro change their way , ſhall ®: 
_ erelong beaſhamed ; The Lord hath rejected rhetr co h- a 
 dences, and they ſhall norpraſper in them; How farre they {'*". 
may proceed 1ntheir Reſolutions and Aﬀtings againſt this I**! 
* Kingdome , 1s in the hand of the moſt high ; If the Lord" 
 thall ſuffer thar party to invade thiszland, it may þe the conv 
fortandincouragement of all theInhabitints thereof, thaÞ®* 
, Not only hath thar ynlawtull engagemevr againſt the King-F * 
_ of Eugland been declared againſt, and condemned both. wr 
y Kirkand State 3 butalſo that theſe men can pretend noÞF: 
* quarrell againſt us, unlefle itbe , that we have adhered unto F* 
the'Sslemn League and Covenant , from which they hayg 2 
ſo foully reyolted and backflidden ; and that we have bort 3 ou 
teſtimony againſt Toleration , and their proceedings in refe. 
rence to Religion and Government, and the taking away of 4 
The Kings life : And therefore wetruſt thar in ſuch a caſe} 
none will be ſo farre deficient in their duty as nor to defend}: 
themſelves againſt ſ{uch injuſt violence, and in the ſtrength 5M 
Ofthe Lordto adhere unro their former principles , with” 
Inuch boldnes of ſpirit, and willingnefle of heart ; In this}: 
CErrainly we ſhall have a good conſcience and the Lord fhall} * 
be with us. © Ss hn - "mm" 
Weare not ſo, to have the one of our eyes vpon the Se 
'Maries, asnot ſo hold the other upon the Malic.nants , they; 
being an enemy more numerous, and no lefſe ſubtile and 
powerfullnorthe other., andat this time more dangerous} 
unto us» nor onely becauſe experience hath proven that 
ghere 1s 2 greater aptitude and 1nclivation in theſe of out 
' Land, to complie with Malignauts then SeRtarics in thatÞ 
they carry on their wicked defignes under a pretcxt of being 
for the King 3 Buralſo becauſe there betnany of them in our} 
own bowels, and for that they doe pretend to be for mains! 
tenance of the Kings Perſon and Authority , and (whichs]- 
the matter of our grife ) becauſe the King ownes their prin- 
ciples and wayes; which if itb2 nor raken heed unto, may 
Proven gren inare, and dang2rous tentation tro many to 
ide with them againſt the Lords people , and his cauſe; 
The conſtant tenour of the carriage of theſe in this land »who 
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ths $fand for the Cauſe of God; are undeniable arguments of 
fan J4hiir affettion to Monarchy , and tothat Royall Family and 
onfi Line wich hath ſweyed the Sceprer of this Kingdom for mas 
has #.ay hundreds of yeers paſt. Albeit his Majeſtie who lareip 


| they! Lxeigned » refuſed to harken to their juſt deſires , yer did they 


with much patience and Moderation of mind, ſupplicate 


Ft. Land ſolicice his Majeſty for ſacisfaCtion in theſe things that 
+ #concern Religion and the Covenant, and were {til] willing , 

| th Wet 4 - - . - if 

- + $_ that upon ſatisfaction given , he ſbould be admitted to the 


= 
4 


4 all folemnity proclaim him Kiug of theſe Kingdoms; And 
&. | | after they bad acquainted his Majefty by Meffages with rheic 
{| - proceedings herein, Commiſſioners were ſent both from 
n44 State and Kirk inftructed with power and Commiſion to 
4 expreſſe the affeQtion of this Kingdome to Monarchy , and 
hard his Majefties Perſon and Goverment , rogether with their 
\ defires concerning the ſecurity of Religion , and rhe Peace 
nah of thoſe Kingdoms. Andalbeirthe defires of both which 
are uow publiſhed ro the world , with his Majeſties anſwers 


M. + thereto, areſuch as are moſt juſt and neceſſary ; yet the 
n.| - Counſelsof the malignant party had ſogreat influence upon 
\ied - his Majeſty , that hisanſwers arenot only not ſatisfaCtory , 


but ſhorr of that which was]many rimes granted by his Royal 
ay} Father - and cannot be acquieſced unto, unleſſe we would 
jl abandonthe League and Covenant, and betray Religion, 


-and rhe caule of God. | | 
Fi 4 We 
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We hold it the duty of all who live in thisLand,to wrefilghyc 
w.th 30d inthe hehalfe of the King , that he may be recoys 
red out of the ſnare of evill Counſetl , and brought ro giz 
farisfaction to the publitk defiresof Kirk and State 3 andi 
their places and ſtations to uſ2 all endeavours with himſelfe 
and 0: hers for that effe&t,and to be willing, upon ſatisfaftion® >: 
given, ro admit him tothe exerciſe ofhis power, andchegraww1 
fully to obzy him in all things according to the will of God 
and the lawes ofthe Kingdom , and to do every thing than 
tends to the preſervation of his Majeſties Perſon', and jultFhi 
preatnefle and Aurhority , in the defence and preſervation 
of the true Religion and Liberties of the Kingdomes. _ | 
Bur if his Majeſty , or any having , or pretending power: 
and Commiſſion from him, ſhall invade this Kingdom oftt 
upon pretext of eſtabliſhing him in the exerciſe of his Royale: 

- Power, asit will be an high provocarion againſt Gad to be'#t 
acceſſary or aſſiſting thereto » ſo will itbe a necesfary du} 


wy 0 
to reſiſt and oppoſe the ſame, We know that many are laY ye 
forgetfull of the oath of God , and ignorant and careleſs ofF.me 
the intereſt of Jeſus Chriſt and the Goſpel , and doe ſo lirle'F 'of 
render that which concerns his Kingdom and the Privileges} ny 
thereof» and doſo much date upon abſolute and Arbitrary} w: 
Government for gaining their own ends , and ſo much ma} g1 

| ligne the Inſtramenrs of the work of Reformation, that they Þ 
would admit his Majeſty to the exerciſe of his Royalpower:4 # 
uponany termes whatſoever,though with never ſo much pre-} # 
judice ro Rellpion, and the Liberties of theſe-Kingdamen: ; t 
and would rhink ir quarrell enough to make- War upon all } ? 
thoſe who for conſciences ſake cannot condeſcend thereto, , 

£ 
4 


- Bur Wedefire all theſe who fear the Lord, and mind to keep } 
thetr Cavenantimparrially to conſider rheſe things which,” 
followess | | 

I. Thatas Magiſtrates and their power is ardained of God, 
ſo are they in the exerciſe thereof, not to walk according to | 
theirowne will , butaccocdingto the Law of equity and. 
righreousnefſe , as being the Miniſters of G O D for the. 
ſafery of his People ; Therefore a boundles and illimirced | 

; power1sto be acknowledged in no King nor Magiſtrate. 5: 
Nether is Our King to þe admitted to the exerciſe of his 

power. 
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Aſembly, 1649; 


coveef the ſame according to this rule , and the eſtabliſhed 
 gingLaws of the Kingdom, that his Subjects may live under 
ndigÞhim aquiert and-and peaceable life in all Godlinefle and 


Fhoneſtte. | "TEE: 
08> 2. There isane muruall Obligation and Stipulation be- 
rEewixtthe King and his People 3 As both of them are tied to 
15360 D > ſo cach of them are tied one toanother for the per- 
rhadFHormance of mutuall and reciprocall dutics : According to 
- JultFthis , Iris Saturs and Ordained in the 8. Act of the 1. Par» 
tioFdiament of King James the 6, That all Kings, Princes or Magi- 
3 Frotes whatſoever , halding their place , which hereafter shall hap- 
wer $-pen in any time to. R aign and bearerule over this Realm, at thetime 
m0 oftbeir Coronation and recespt of their Princely Authority , make 
oyalFceberr faithfull promiſe by Oath inthe preſence of the EternallG OD. 
| def 8a during the whole courſe of their lives , they chall ſerve the ſame 


TY Eternall GOD to the utmoſt of their power , according as he hath 
QF required in bis moſt Holy VVord contained imthe Old and New Teſta- 
' oF ment, Et according to the ſame Word, Shall maintain the trueReligion 
of Chritt Jeſus, the Preaching of His moſt Holy VVord , and due aud 
284 rght miniſtration of His Sacraments now received and Preached 
ay 4 within ther Realm, 4nd hall abolisb and gainſt and all falſe reli- 
na} gioncontraryto the ſame, Andshall rule the pesple committed to thegr 
| charge accor ding to the Ifill and Command of G © D revealed mbis 
4 Word Jani according to we laudable Lawes and Conflitutwons received 
4 within this Realm , Andsball procure to the utmoſt of their pron to. 
$1 | the Kirk, of God and the whole Chriſtian People , true and perfett 
I1'f peacemall timecomminsg. And that Fuſtice and Equity be keeped 
| to all creatures without exception, Which Oath was (worn , 
p JJ firſt by King Iames the 6, andafterwards by King Charles at 
h # his Coronation , and is inſerted in our Nationall Covenant, 
4 which was approven by the King who lately Reigned » As 
> 4. long therefore as his Majeſty who now Reignes , refuſes to 
) | hearkento the juſt and neceſſary defires of Stare and Kirk , 
{'] propounded to his Majeſty for the Security of Religion , 


' and ſafety of his People , and toengage and oblige himſelf, 
for the performance ofhis Duty to his People , Ir is conſo- 
nant to SCripture and reaſon and the Laws of the King- 
dom , that they ſhould refule 7 aa him to the I 
| LL O 
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refildhhower as long as he refuſes to walk in the Adminiſtration , 


_  . The Generalt 


of his Government , untill he jgive ſatisfaRion in ” J 


3* In the League and Covenant which hatlibeen ſo ſolem 

_ -Iyſworneand renewed by this Kingdom , the Durie of d6 

fending and preſerving the Kings Majeſties Perſon and Ai 

Thoriy 1s joyued with , and ſubordinart unto the dutie g 

preſerving and defending the true Religion and Libertiesq 

the Kingdoms: And therefore his Majeſtie ſtanding in ops 
oſition to the juſt and neceſſary publick deſires concerning, 
eligionand Liberties, it were a manifeſt Breach of Covelltn. 
nant , anda preferring of the Kings intereſt to the intereſt. 
of Jeſus Chriſt, to bringhim ro theexerciſe of his Royal po#li, 
wer , Which he , walkingina contrary way, and being comsÞÞg.; 
palled about with Malignant Counſels , cannot but employ, « 
-ufito the prejudice andruin of borh. | = 
© 4+ Wasnotan Arbitrary Government and unlimited pou. 
'wer » the: fountain of moſt of all the Corruptions both inly.., 
Kirk and State ? And was itnot for reſtraintof this, and fayÞ&... 
their own\juſt defence againſt 'Tyranny and injuſt violence. 

- whichordinarily is the fruit-and &ffe& of ſuch a power ,that © 
theLords People did joyn-in Covenant , and bave been'atÞ};q.e 
theexpenſe of ſo muchblood, pains and treaſure theſe ye ers}; 
paſr > And ifhis Majeſtic ſhoutdbeadmitred to the exercileÞ p. 
of his Government before fatisfaftion giver , were it not: Eh 
To putin his hand that Arbitrary Power, which we have! x 
upon juſt and neceffary grounds been ſo long wirhſtanding, x 
and {oro abandon our former Principles, and betrary our'}- 
Cauſe ? py 1 


: 


'5. The King being averſe from the Work of Reformation J- 
and the inſtruments thereof, and compaſſed abour with Ma-J ; 
ignant and disaffetted men , whom he hearkens unto as his} 
molt fairhfuil Counſellers, and looks upon as his beſt and} , 

moſt Loyall Subjects, Weleave it toall indifferent men.-to- 
judge, whether his Majeſtie, being admitred to rhe exe | i 
ercife of his Power before ſatisfaction given , would not! 
by ſuch Counſells endeavour an oyerturning of the things 

which GOD hath wrought amongſt us, and labour ro 

. draW publick adminiſtrations concerning Religion and the- 

* Þbernes ofthe Subject, unto thar courſe and —_— " | 

DE: | WINCH ! 


UWtich they did run under Prelacie, and before the Work of 
, AMeformwarion : Which we have the more caule ro fear , be- 
ry) wſe his Royall Father did ſo'efted declare, that he con-= 
fred himielfbound ro employ all the power that G O D 


- Food put in his hands to the urmoſt for theſe ends; and 
© liar he adheres as yer to his Fathers Principles, and walkes 
Ol bis Way , and hath made a Peace with the Irich Rebels , 
which is granted yuro them the full liberty of Popery. 


"30-6. iris noftrange nor new thing for Kingdoms to pre- 
rc Religion of themſelves from ruine, by putting reſtraint 
won the exerciſe of che power and Government of thoſe 


LY 


& 4 
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"Fave bin many precedents of itin this and other nations of 
"F$9d;and of late, Upon theſe and other important confideratie 
2800s, Ir ſhall be the wiſdom of every one who dwell in the 
Land;to take heed of ſacha temprarion & ſnare, that they bs 
For acceſſory. ro any fuch deſignes or endeavours» as they 
*#Fyoutd not bring upon themſelves , and upon their families, 
2 Þ fe guilt of all the derriment that will undoubtedly follow 
*0-thcereupon to Religion and 'the Covenant, -and of all the 


Emiſeries and calamities that 1t will bring upon his Majeſties 


$ 
i 
uy 


Bro: 


Perſon and Throne, and upon theſe Kingdoms 3 Such a 
E. thing would inall appearance be the undermining and tha- 
"F king - if not the overthrowing and deſtroying of the work 
BY -ofReformation:And therefore whoſoever attempr the ſame, 
4 oppoſe themſelves to the Cauſe of GOD, and will atlaft 
4 dan againſt the Rock of the LORDS Power, which 
hatn broken in pieces many high and lofty ones ſince the be- 
F ginning of this work in theſe Kingdoms: And. it is unto 
"us aſure Word of Promiſe, That whoſoever thall affociate 
| | themſelves, or takecounſel together, or gird themſelves 
J 2gainſt GOD and His Work, ſhall be broken in pieces. 

+ Ir 1snortonely joyning in Arms with the Malignanc par- 

_ tle, rharall theſe who would keep their inregritie hath need 
. tobewareof » bur alſo ſubtil devices and delignes , thatare 
promored by fair pretexts arid perſwaſions to draw men to. 

. diſpenſe atleaſt with ſome part of theſe neceſlarie defires , 
thataxe propounded to hisMajeftie for ſecuring of aa > 
| aItcer 
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ho have refuſed to grant thoſe things that were neceſſary 7 


Fthegood of Religion, and the Peoples ſafety; There "ul 
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After many turnings and deviſes the foundation of they! 
lawful Engagement wasar laſt laid by his Majeſties Cone? 
fions inthe year 1648. *Wherein though many things ſea 
ed to be granted , yetthat was denyed , without whichR 
ligionand the Union betwixt the Kingdoms could notha 
| beenſecured: Anditis probable, thar ſuch a way may! 
 afſayedagain, andproſecured with very much cunningag 
Skill ro deceive and 1nſnare the ſimple. It doth therefg 
Concerneall ranks and cagditions of perſons to be the maj 
warie and.circumſpect , eſpecially in that which concerh 
the National Covenant, and the Solemn League and Cog 
nant, thatbefore his Majeſtie be admirted to theexeral 
of his Royal Power , that by and attour the Oath of Corg 
nation, he ſhall aſſure and declare by his Solemn Oath uy 
der his hand and ſeal his allowance of the National Cove 
'-* nant, andof rhe Solemn League and Covenant, andobfi 
; Barion to proſecute the ends thereof in his Station and Ca 
Ing, and thatheſhall for himſelf and his ſucceſſours, cot 
ſencand agree to Attsof Parliament » injoyning the Solem 
League and Covenant, and fully Eſtablithing Presbytert 
. Government , the DireQtory of Worſhip, the Confeſng 
of Faich and Catechiſme, as they are approven by the Geng 
ral Afſembly of this Kirk and Parliament of this Kingdomy 
'1n all his Majeſties Dominions , and that he ſhall obſery 
- theſe in his awn Practiſe and Familie , and that he ſhall ne 
ver make oppoſition,to any of theſe , nor endeavour ahy 
change thereof. Albeit the League and Covenant be deh 
ifed by that prevailing party in England, and the Work 0 
Laifarmiry, thorow the retardements and obſtrufions tha 
have comein the way , bealmoſt forgotten by theſe King® 
doms , yetthe obligation of that Covenant isperperual, and%* 
all the duties contained therein are conſtantly to be minded 8 
and proſecute by every one of us and our poſterity , accor* 
ding to their place and ſtations: Andtherefore we are not 
lefle zealouſly ro endeavour , that his Majeſtie may Eſta*J 
bliſh, and ſwear , and ſubſcribe the ſame, thenif it were}! 
unanimouſly regarded and ſtuck unto byal] the Kingdomo & 
' Exgland, for his Majeſtie ſwearing and ſubſcribing the Le# th 
ague and Covevant, will much contribute for the Security of 
| Religion! 
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I eAſembly, 1649: — 436% 

thenf9/99 » his Majeſties bappineſſe, and the Peace of hit 
Lic is incumbent to all, who live in this Kirk and Kings 
þ Ragto be warchful andcircumſpett, ſoir concerns theſe of 
thatigh and HonourableCourt of Parliament &their Com- 
nay EES-1n 2 ſpeciall way toſee to their duty, & ro be ſtraight 
ga 9)ure inthejperformance of the ſame;Their former pro-, 
fangs 1s unto us a ſufficient evidence and ground of. hope y 
nobecy will not be wanting in any neceſſary teſtimony of 
«We and Loyalty {that they oweto the King , by uſing all 
and ſcaſonable endeayoures for obraining ſatisfaQtion of. 
Majeftie » that ſo he may be eſtabliſhed upon his Thro- 
3 And we truſt, that upon the other hand , the ſence of 
Ir obligation to. God, and his Oath that is upon them s 
makethem conſtantly ro adhere to their former princi- 
xreſolutions,and defires concerning Religion andtheCe= 
Int, that real ſatisfation may be had thereanent , be= 
the King beput in theexerciſe of his powers And thar 
will carefully provide for the ſafety of the Kingdom » 
lin regard of the inteſtine dangers, and in regard of in- 
b withour ; Ir is not long ſince they together with the 
Wthe Land , made ſolemn publick Confeſſion of Come 
bee with Malignants, carnal confidence, followin 
Tintereſts, and hearkening to the Counſels of fleſh ant 
a and didina ſpecial way engage themſelvesto com< 


<7. 


£0 


and ſeek themſclyes and their own things no more ». 
efabandon the counſels of their own hearts, and not to rely 
- of8on the Arm of fleſh, and to purge Judicatories and Armies 
raeom Profane and ſcandalous perſons; And God forbid that 
74 cy ſhould ſo ſoon forget, or negledt ſo necesſary duties 
ad$®9 all again unto ſogrearand grievous transgreflions, We 

ruſt that they will ſeek the things of CHRIST, and not 
1-4 eur own things, thatthey will hearken to His Word, and. 
not walk 1n the imaginations of their own hearts , rhat they 
2s | vill relieupon the Arm ofthe LORD, andnoruponthe 
re} um of fleſh , that they will bewary and circumſpe& in 
of] &cerning the diſpoſitions and affettiong of thoſe whom 
oh they pur in truſt; and that,ſecing this Kingdom hath ſo'muclt 
- ted, & been ſo often deceived by complyance with'Max,,. 
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ACS: The Generall , _- 
lignants,rthey will earefully avoid rhisſnare, inregard of thiifttf 
'who were.npon the former uovlawful Engagement, & bel 
der in bringing in of ſuch; And wee cannot but exhorry 
inthe Name of rhe LORD, to take notice of theQppre 
of the People and Commons: in the Land , by the Jaw 
exactions of Land- Lords, Collectours and Souldiers:W 
ot juſtifie the murmurings and grudgings of thoſe z'w 
preferring the things ofthe worlo to the Goſpel andyh 
of Feſus Chriſt , repineart neceſſary burthens , withourwl 
It is not poilible thar the Land can be ſecured from inva 
without andinſurre&ion within , or the Cauſe and Peg 
of GOD be defended from enemies : It is thee 
of every one who hath taken the Covenant , willingly 
with a:cheerfull minde to beſtow their means and theip 
as they ſhall ;be called thereunto in an orderly way 
ſhould theſe to whom God hath commirted the Gai 
menr, take carre that they be not need!eſſely burthi 
and that none grind tieirfaces by oppreflion , not on 
making of Lawes againſt the ſame , bur by ſearchinge 
the cauſe of the poor , and by executing theſe Lawes 
ouſly upon theſe that oppreſle them , that rhey ma 
real redreſſe of their juſt gievances and complaints ,y 
encouraged to bear thole burthens which cannot 
yoyded. , & 
As the Parliament have begun ; ſo we hope they 
continue , to purge out all theſe from truſt , thatars 
known integrity and affeCtion to the cauſe of God al 
a blameleſfle and Chriſtian converiation, and thaycheyi 
the officers of the Army in their reſpective places, will 
riouſly mind , and ſpeedily and reſolutely goe about 
removirg from the Army ali malignant ſcandalous perſe 
and alſo the removing of SeCtaries when any ſhall be ot 
therein, thatthey may give real rider they didwy'® 
deal deceirfully with God, in the day that they engagg®© 
themſelves thereto. ane: 02 qv 
_- Aibeitwe hope and pray thatrhoſewho beare chargeW” 
our Army, will from the remembrance of the Lords god 1 


nefletothem, - and the honour that he hath put upon th m x 


p 
£ndeayour to carry themſelves faithfully , and RraightyF' 


: 


efMet it canfior be unſeaſonable ro warn theme 0take heed of 
nrarions', and to beware of ſnares that they be not drawn 
pindifference or neutrality in the cauſe of God , much lefſe 
yto connivance at ; or compliance with the conrſes and 
ones of malignants or Setaries, but to ſtick cloſely b 
efame> and tobe zealous againſt all the enemies and ad- 
gfaries thereof: And 1t:concerns ſouldiers to be content 
ith their wages , and to doe violencetonoman , bur as 
c\ are called unto rhe defence of the cauſe and people of 
þd , ſo to behavethemſelyes in ſuch a blamlefle and Chri- 
an way , that their carriage may be a teſtimony ro his 
aſe, and a comfort ro bis people ; So ſhall our Armies 
oper , and the. Lord ſhall goe out with them. | 
EBuc moſt of all ir concerns the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
hom God hathicalled ro give warning to his people to look 
their duty's Itis undeniably true , that many of the evils 
herewith this Kirk and Kingdome hath. been afflicted in 
Ir age , bave come to paſſe becauſe of the negligence of 
me, and corruprions of: others of the Miniſtry; Whileſt 
me fell aſleep ,-and were carelefſe, and others were cove- 
us and ambitious , the evil man broughr in Prelacy » and 
e Ceremonies, & had farre promoted the Service-Book , 
id the/Book of Cannons; and the courſe of backfliding and 
wolringwascarried on, untill itpleaſed God to ſtirre up 
be ſpirits of theſe few , who ſtood inthe gapro oppoſe and 
liſt the ſame, and.to begin the work of Reformation in 
i Land; Since Which time 3 the filence of ſome Minis 
ers, andcompliance of others , hath had great influence 
ipon the backſliding of many amongſt the people , who up- 
ten the diſcovery of the evill of their way , complain that 
ſoldthey got not warning, or that if they were warned by ſome, 
out&others held their Peace , or didjuſtifiethem in the courſe 
diltoftheirbackfiiding; We canlook upon ſuch Miniſters no 
ag-otherwiſe then uponthoſe that are guilty of the blood of the 
4 Lordspeople, and with whom theLord will reckon for all 


0 I 
C4 


the breach of Covenanr, and defettionthar hath been inth 


I La0d, The Prieſts lips ſhould preſerve kuowleJge,. and , 
ie; they ſhould ſeek the law at his month, for he is the meſſens. 
ly gerofrhe Lord of Hoſts 3 But ſuchare departed ony of the 
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"way , and hath cauſed many to ſtumblear the Law, he brea 
Trefore hath theLord made them contemrible and baſe befox@#Nan 
all the people : acccording as they have not kept his wayeg mor 
but have been partiall in his law ;/ Becauſe they have loſfſſyeer 
their favour , he hath caſt out many of them as unſavourſ{call: 
Falr : Bur ſnch as have been faithfull. as he hath preſervediſÞtyor! 
from the violenceand fury of men, ſo hath he verified higfhho 
word'in their mouths , both againſt his enemies ,' acd conaÞyhe 
Cerning his people and his work:; And makes them ſee / 
.though not all their defires concerning the Goſpel , andtheÞFeor 
work of God in the land yer very much of the fruit of theipſs 
labour » by preſerving the doGtrine and all the ordinancegafF} 
Jeſus Chriſt in their purity , and adding in ſotrie meaſurtſain 
thereto the power and life thereof, We doe therefonan 
charge all the Miniſters ofthe land , before God and that 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; who ſhall judge the quick and thedeq 

at his appearing in his Kingdom , as in everything to bee 
ſamples of a good converſation ,; and towalk without's 
Fence » that rhe miniſtry benot blamed 3 Soto take he 

unto the flock over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made the 
overſeers, todeclare unto them all the Counſell of Ga 

and togive them timous warning concerning every danj 

and duty, and to hold forth unto chemhefalid ground$1 

reall conſolation , by which they may be encouraged and 
comforted in all their trials and aflitionss that they ni 

be free of rhe blood of all men, and hayethis as a grounde 
xejoycing , even the teſtimony of their - confciences vo 
that in Ah $0 and godly purenefle, not with fleſhip'y; 
wiſdome , but by the grace of God they haye had rheir conJ”.. 
verſation in the world , and have exhorted and |comfors'q 
ted and charged every one committedunts then a Faalſge 
ther doth his childrren, Efpecially ; Mininiſters areÞ}-þ 
to be careful to be much indiſcoyering the remprations\Þ} 4 
and prefiing the duties of the times thattheſe who arg} 
under their charge may know what to avoid, and what þ 
ro embrace and purſue : If allthe Warchmenin rhe Land # 
ſhall givewarning, and blow the Trumpet at once, irſhalF' ; 


© not be eafie for enemies to prey upon the people of God 1 


' Wee know no cauſe why any whom God hath called ro Þ - 
| | preacls/ 
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p- HERE C ES. 
1 Aſſembly, 1649." 05” 
heFreach the Goſpel , ſhould be afraid to ſpeak boldly in th>- 
for Name of the Lord; ſince God hath given ſo manifeſt a tefti- 
res;h mony of his care and protection, in preſerving them , theſe 
loſtfyeers paſt , who haveſtriven to be faithfull ro him who hath 
wyfhcalled them from all the fury and malice of haters of the 
vedwork of God and of theKingdom ot of hisSonne jeſusChriſt, 
I big _— promiſed to be with his ſervants unto the end of * 
one world, / 
lee; Albeit the Land be involved in many difficulties, ard 
I theFcompaſſed about with great and iminent dangers , yet there 
nega hope and ground of conſolation concerning this thing. 
S0FThe Lord is inthe midſt of us, and-we are called by his 
lurFame ; oureares hear the joyfull ſound of the Goſpel, and 
roegand our eyes ſeeour Teachers 3 We behold the arms of the 
ME Tord ſtretched our daily in working ſalvation for his people, 
2nd anſwering their defires upon their enemies by terrible | 
qbings in righteoufnefle ; Although we be*bur few in num- 
er, yerthe Lord of Hoſts is withus , and inthe power of 
ps ſtrenth weſhall be able toprevaile; Althougtour land be 
efilied with fin, yer wehavenorbeen forſaken of the Lord 
ur God but he hath alwayeshad compaſiion upon us , -and 
iveredus in all our diſtrefles; Although ſome of under= 
Nanding-fall;, ir is but to'try, and to purge andro make 
Whireevenrothe end, becauſe it is yer for atime appointed; 
Alchough many cleave tous by flatreries', yet there be a 
tem nant whotkeep their integrity, and the Lord ſhall doe 
ood to theſe thar be good; but ſuch as turn alide ro crooked 
WE Wayes , ſhall be led forth with rhe workers of iniquity. 
MI”: The:Lords people in England and Ireland , who adhere ro 
ors the cauſe and Covenant, may beperplexed , bur ſhall nor 


» re © 


"a "deſpair; they may be perſecuted , burſhal not be forſaken; 
ed they may be caſt down but ſhall nor. be. deftrove:t: And. 
38 dthough uniformity, and the work of Reformation in theſe 
eq lands, ſeem nor only to be retarded, bur 3lmoſt pluckt up 
tf by the roots, and the foundation thereof razed; Yet the 
#1 fed which the Lord hach fowen there , ſhall again take 
JF roor downward, and bear fruit upward , The zeat of the 
Lord of Hoſts ſhall performe this. 


. 
" ae and ” WAS - C 
5 


\ , 


F 


466. T he General - 


bY 


30. Faly 1649. Antemeridiem Seſl, 206 
CA coucerning Catechiſing. 


fv General! Aſſembly taking to their ſerious Conſidea/vyp* 
4 ration the great darkneſfle and Ignorance, ''wheretna”.} þ 
great part of this Kingdom lyerh, together with. rhe late "ſoc 
Solemn Engagement, to vſeall means for remedy thereof, 6 
doe ordaine every Miniſter with afliſtance of the Elders ot Jha 
their ſeveral] Kirk ſeſſions to take courſe; that in every houle how 
where there js any who can read, there be at leaſt one Copie#FKirl 
of the Shorter and Larger Catechiſme , .Confeſſionof Faithi 8d 
and Directoriefor Familie worſhip. And doerenew therÞ $64 
Ac of the Aſſemblie Azgyſt 30. 1639. fora day of weeklie#F he, 
Catechiſing, to be conſtantly obſerved in every Kirk, Andihhy, 
That every Miniſter ſo Order their Catetherick Queſtions; FA] 
as thereby. the; People, ( who doe not conveer: all at one» 
time buthy.turns unto that. exerciſe ) may at every dyet 
have the chief heads of ſaving-knowledge ina ſhort view 
preſented unto them , And the Aflembily confidering that 
notwithſtanding of their former Act, theſe dyers of weekly 
 Catechiſing are much lighted and neglected by. many MidiFhn; 
miſtersthroughont this Kingdome , Doe therefore 'Appointi6, 
and Ordaineevery Presbytery ;''ro raketriall ofall the mid 
nifters within their bounds once ar leaſt in the: halfe yeary 
whither they be carefull ro keep weekly dyers of Catechis 
{ing : And if rhey ſhall finde any of their number neglige ws 
herein they.ſhgll admoniſh for'thefirſt fault ; and' if after! 
ſuch admonition they ſhall not amend , The PresbyteriefFa 
For the ſecond faylr ſhall rebuke them ſharply /\ and if 
after ſuch rebuke they doe nor yet nad "rey ſhall ba 
. {iſpended, | QOH. 0.0 090 | 


; Aﬀſembly , 1649; 457 
| 4 4ug- 1649, AntemeridiemSell. 40. 
| Commiſſion for publicke Afaires. 


+ 4 BC Generall Afſemblie Conſidering how neceſlary it is 
4.4 for preſervarion of Religion in this Kingdom , and 
"gpotecution of the work of uniformity in all bis Majeſties 
"2 2yomintons, That the Commiſfons formerly granted ro 
or2/Jih effect be renewed : Therefore they doe nenew the 
 gpover and Commiſſion granted for the Publick affairs of the 
pegairk by rhe Generall Aſſemblies held at Saint Andros 1642. 
Wgdat Edinburgh, 1642, 1644, 1645, 1646, 1647. and 
li £91945 , unto the Perſons following viz. Maſters Alex. Rolm 
LR, John Murray, Thomas Lundie, Fobn Freebairne, Geo: Mur- 
—_ | 1 Hat ie Livingſton, William Macqore, Hew Henderfon Samuel 
*$Buſtine: Gavin Young, David Laing, VVilliam Maxwell, tohn 
Maoleland., Tames Eroing , Rabert Ferguſon, TohnScot, Thomas 
Wylie, Hew-Eccles, John Bell, John Nevoy, Vbilliam Gutherie ,, 
Jobrn Hammiltonn , Hew Peebles Alex: Dunlope , Harie Semple, 
Davia Drekſon, Patrick Gilleſpie, Tames Durham, K obert Baillie 
SES FViliam Hammiltoun » Francis Aird , Fames Naſmath, Richard: 
3 Ie/is, V Villiam Summeread , Foan Cameron , Robert Blair , 
WE Samuel Rutherford, TamesVI/ood,, Tobn Macgill Elder , Alex. 
ES8Ba/foure, William Row, Tohn Moncriefe, Fredrick Carmichaell 
a8 Herie Wilke, William Oliphant,George. Pitillo, John Robiſon, lames 
ET homers, Wihiam Rate, Da: Campbell: Andro Cant,Io: Men- 
nes , Andro Abercromby , Robert Sheyn., William Forbes , Tohn 
Paterſon, Duncan Forbes, W ill. Chalmers, John Annand, Will- 
Gn Falconer , Murdoch Mackenzie, Robert Jamefon, Gilbert Mar 
hell; Jo. Dallaſe , Wil. Smyth , Robert Hume , Tho, Suintoun , 
SY James Stratoun , To: Douglaſs » James Guthrie , Tho. Donaldſon ,. 
*y Full: Iamejon , Tohn Living ftoun , lobn Scot , Andro Dunkeſon, 
L Tobn Dal:celb, Arthur F a , James Fleming , James Robiſon , 
*y Hew Campbel, Robert Douglaſſe, Mungo Law , George Leſlie 
Jobn Adamſon , James Hammiltoun , Tohn Smyth, Hew Mackell, 
'$ Geo: Hutchiſon, Patrick Fleming , Tobn Hay . Ephraim Meloill , 
J John Row , Gilbert Hall, George Bei:net , Kenneth Logic, Jobn 
"J Crafurd Miniſters. Ry Marqueſſe of Argyle , 
w - & & | 
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468 The General F 
E. of Sutherland, Alex. E, of £glintoun, Tobn E. of Cafſalls, VP 
E. of Lothian,ths Viſcount of Arbuthnet,Da3 L. Eleho 4 
Lo. Brichen , Rob: Lo.Burly y James Lo. Couper , Sir Archali 
obnſtoun of VVariftoun Clerk Regiſter , Sir Daniel Carmichael cs 
heſaurer Depure , Sir John Hope of Craighall, Mr, Georgs fs 
VVinraham of Libbertoun ; My Alex. Perſon of Southhal, Alex: 
Brodie of that ilk» four of the ordinary Lords of the Seſſion, B,qy 
Arthur Er:hen of Scorſcrage , Laird of VVauchtoun , Sir David Wis 
Hume of VVedderbnrne, L aird of Edzell» Laird of Nidrie , Sw, 
 VVilliam Scoe of Harden, Laird of Greenheid, Laird of Freeland; WC 
Laird of Ceſnock , Sr. Fames Stewart of Kirk field , the Laird icq 
of Sumtoun younger , Laird of Exghe , Sir James Fraſer , Sigg 
Thomas Ker , Laird of Ferme, Sir Rob, Adair, Sheriff of TJ 1,r 
viotdail younger , Tutor of Pirſligo , Sir John Chieſly, Laird'F 
of Engliſtoun, Laird of Leſlis younger, Laird of Dunbeth, LaiÞ.... 
of VVetertoun , Sir Jo, Smyth; Mr Alex. Colvill of Blair, VVhisf 
bank younger , La. of Grenock , Gallorbiels. younger , By 7; $0 
ehantie , Grachlaw , Cloberbil , Dalſerf,, Mr Robert Burnat;... 
younger , Mr-Tho. Murray , Jamas Eleis , David KennediegÞ,, 
Alex. Jaffray , James Sword , George Porterfei'd , Mr Rob. Bars 
clay, Hew Kennedey , VVill. Glendoning , Thomas Machirnies®; 
Rob. L'chart, Ev James Campbel , John Carſane » Fobn Boſweli;. - 
D. Ale x. Donglaſſe , Mr Alex. Skeen , VVilliam Broun EldasÞ. 
Giving unto them full Power and Commiſſion to do allandF: 
every thing for preſervation of the Eſtabliſhed Doarine 3, . 
Diſcipline ; Worſhip and Governmentin this Kirk; againſt; 
all who ſball endeavour to introduce any thing contrarie:.. 
thereunto; And for proſecuting , advancing, perfe&ing 
and bringing the works of uniformitie in Religion in all his” 
Majeſtiesdominions to a happy concluſion conform to the} _ 
former Commilfions granted by preceding Aſſemblies rhe=! 
reanent. ....* 
And tothat effeC&t appoints them or atly-nineteen of them} 
whereof 13. ſhall be Miniſters, to meet 1n this Citie to mor«} 
row the7. of this inſtant, and thereafter upon'the ſecond} 
Wedneſday of Novemb. February and May next, and upors/ dil 
any other day, andin any other place they ſhall think fit x7 © 
Giving alſo unto them full power , to ſend Commiſſioners: he 
z9 the Kingdam of England , for proſecuting rhe Treatie of J* * 
| 1 Loom 


2 SE OP Fog 
MILEUniformitieas they ſhall find conveniencie, and to pive 
Aftructions and Commiſſions to thar effect conform to for- 
aldFaer Commiſſiones granted thereanent: And Likewiſe in 


el aſe delinquents have no conſtantrefidence in any fone Preſ- 


” k - 


me Ghyceric , or if Presbyteries benegligent or overawed, in- 
lex: theſe caſes The Aſſembly gives to the perſons before named 


Dn, $ower of cenſuring Compliers 8 perlons disaftefted to the 
1d FCovenant, according to the Atsof the Aſſembly , Declg 
SirÞ ng alwayes and providing , that Miniſters ſhall not be De« 
mi Þſ:d, but in one of the quarterlie meetings of this Com- 


Ir&Fnifion 3 And further authorizes them as formerlie , with 
Fil power to make Supplications» Remonſtrances ; De- 
Ts Ef thrations and Warnings, toIndiQ Faſtsand Thanksgivings 
Ire sthere ſhal be cauſe, to protelt againſt all encroachments 

a-F mon the Liberties of the Kirk, and to Genſure all ſuch as | 
4 lhterrupt this CORP or any other Church Judicatorie, 
Fr the execution of their Cenſures, or of any other ſenten+ 
WEE cor Ads Iffuing from rhem3 And with full powerto them 
Ee trearand Determine in the Matters referred untg them by 
#:- Aſſemblie, as fullic and freelie as if the ſame were here 
ah; ly expreſſed, and with as ample power as anie Commiſ- 
UF fon of anie former Generall Aſſemblies hath had or been in 
WS ie of before : Declaring alſo that all oppoſers of the Au- 
nes horitie of this Commiſſion in matters 1arruſted to them , 
#8 &allbeholden as oppoſers of the Authorttit offrhe Generall 


nt 4 femblie, and this Commiſſion in their whole Proceedings 
He ite Comprable to , and Cenſurable by the next Generall 
| s tAfemblie. 
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J k. Diredorie for Eleftion of Miniſters. 


ILAT7 Hen any Place of the Miniſtrie in a Congregation is 

wt | vacant, iris Incumbent to the Presbyterie with all 
" 4 diligence to ſend one of thetr. number to Preach to that 
, : Congregation who in his doctrine 1s to repreſent to them 
off the neceſſirie of providing the place with a qualified Prer , 
=. Wy S 3 
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The General} 


andtoexhort then to fervent prayer and ſupplication to that, 
Lord that he would ſend thema Paſtor according to his owght®* 
heart: As alſohets to fignifie that the Presbyrerie our of 8&*. 
their care of that Flock will ſend unto them Preachers;Þ} * 
whom they may hear , ad if they have adeſirero hear any 


other. they will endeavour roprocure them an hearing offi” 
that perſon or perſones upon the ſute of the Elders to theſſs, 
Presbyrerie. FED [2 
_ 2, Within ſome competent time thereafter , rhe Prewſ+- 
dyrerie 15 again to ſend one or more of their number tothe} 
ſaid vacant Congregarton , ona certain day appoynted be. 
fore for that effect, who are to conveen and hear ſermon thelly,; 
foreſaid day , which being ended, and intimation being #1 
made by the Miniſter , that they are to goe about the Ele 
ction of a paſtor for that Congregation , the Seſſion of theſ- 
Congregation ſhall meer and proceed to rhe Election , the © 
action being moderared by him that Preached, And ifthelÞp 
people ſhall upon rhe intimation of che Perſon agreed upapſſ®* 
by the Seffion acquieſce and conſent to. the (aid perſon: 
Then the matter being reported. to the Presbyterie byÞ., 
Commiſſioners ſent from the ſefiion , they are to proceeds. 
tothe triall of the perſon thus Eledted, And finding inf. 
qualified , toadmir him to the Miniſtry in the ſaid Congreh+ 
gation. F_ ., * _ 
- 3+ Butif it happen that the Major part of Congregationlſ”; 
diflent from the perſon agreed upon by the Seſlion , Inthatf+ 
caſerhe matter ſhall he brought unto the Presbyterie , whalſ.- 
ſhall Judge of theſame ; And if they doe not find their DIY 
ſent to be grounded on Cauſleſe prejudices. they are roapl 
poynt a newEleCtton in manner aboveſpecified.  . ÞF @: 
4. Bnt 1f alefler party of the Seflion or Congregation ſhall 
thzir diſſent from the Election without exceptions relevaillſ. 
and verified to the Presbyrterie , Notwithſtanding thers 
of the Presbyterie ſhall go on to the crials and ordination [ 
the perſon elefted ; Yet all poſlible diligence and rendad 
nefſe mult be nſc4 to bring all parties ro an harmomou 
agreement, | 
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1 | Aſoembly, 1649 a7v 
oma. 5: Tristo be underſtood that no perſon under the Ceniure 
owtlofihe Kirk becauſe of any {candalons offence is to be admir= 
ur of $fdto have handin the election of a Miniſter. : 
hers 1+ Where the Congregation is disaffeted and Malig- 
rang Ig2nt , in char caſe the Presbyterie is to provide them with a 
\o {oMliniſter. 
> tows EY Leh - £354.28 


. A 6. cAugiuſt, 1649. Antemeridiem , 
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nb Brotherly Exhortation from the Generas 
le” Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland , zo ther 
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. A Brethren in England . 


= THe many and great obligations which lie upon usin re= 
©. 4 ference to our Brethren in England, who hold faſt their 
+ | integrity , and adherero the Solemn League and Covenaat , 
- 3 together with the defire which we have torefifie our Sym- 
5 pathie with them in their aflitions , and to preſerve fo far 
2 85 10 us lieth that fellowſhip and cofreſpondence that hath 
54 been entertained betwixt the Church of Scorland and England 
nel} Fhele years paſt, do call upon usand conltrain us not ro be 
hl. filent in this day of their trouble and diſtreſs. ; 
oh  AlbeittheLord ( who hath his fire in Zion , and his fur- 
Ji Pace in Teruſalem) hath now fora long time paſt , afflicted * 
F theſe Kingdoms with many & ſharp rods, and that his wrath 
'TF feems not yet tobe turned away , but his hand ſtretched out 
Y - fill; yetinall this, it becomes us who live inthele lands 
-@ *oſtop our mourhes, neither can any impure iniquity tothe 
*1 moſt High. 
"of {t15rather a wondex,thar any mercy ſhould be continued, 
4 and that England and Scotland are not cut 'off from being 
4 Nations, ſeeing the back flidingsand provocations of both 
F has been ſo many and ſo grofſe , Although the Solemn Lea- 
'J ge and Covenant was ſworne and ſubſcribed by both, yer 
bave many in both deſpiſed che Oath of GOD, as appears - 
+ Gg 4 by 


47%  TheGenerall ; 
by the lateunlawfull Engagement againſt the Kingdom. off 
England, contrived and carried on by a prevailing party of 
Maitynants in this Land, and by the proceedings of th&fflpoke 
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Secta:1esin England, in referenceto Religion and Governs wi 
ment. NT, .F 
V\ < ſhall not infiſt upon what hath been the condition andflpe 
carriage of the Lords People in this Land in reference:otheÞ 1 
late unlawfull Engagement: As we deſire to magnifie theÞſde: 
power and loveing kindeneſſe of the Lord, who enabled allBhave 
the Judicatures ofthis Church , and a conſiderable part of Wim 
the Parliament, and the body of the Land, to difſent fromyFyan' 
and bear Teſtimony againſt the ſame, which made the Houſe Fwitt 
of Commons in their Letter direCed to the laſt GeneralfÞheri 
Aſſenibly or their Commiſſioners, © ro declare , that thatÞſure 
Engagement could nor be looked on as a Nationall breach ,Þhrr 
So we look upon it as a wonder of his Wiſdom and Mercy , the 
that he hath dispoſed and directed the ſame for the further-Þ the! 
ance of his Work in our hand, and purging his Houſe a« $ 
mongſt us. All this cometh forth from the Lord of Hoſts,'Þ bee 
who 1s wondertull in Counfe) and Excellent in Working. of 
Neither wasit the leaſt part of the lords goodnefle tous we! 
1n that day of our ſtrait that we were led in a plain paths” 6 
and kept from complyance with Seciries on che ene hand ,'Þ 
no leſs then with Malignants onthe other. We have obs} 
tained this mercy to be tteadfaſt ro our old principles , in} an 
bearing freeand faithfull Teſtimony againſt their preceed=Þ arc 
19s, botk 1n reference to Toleration and Government, Þ arc 
and the taking away of the Kings life. 1q 
 Andas. the danger and judgement which threatens the'Þ th 
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Authorsand Abettorsof theſe things , doth affe& our Spi-/Þ mi 
rits with horrour, and makethus deiire that it may be given 'F to 
to them of God to repent : So we ſhould conceive ourſel-Þ th 
ves void of Chriſtian afteQion and compaſſion toward thoſe } A 
in England, who ſuffer for the truth and Cauſe of God, if } p: 
we wete not very ſenſible of all their preſent troubles and-}-d 
calamities, Iris noſmallgrieftous, thatthe Goſpel and} m 
Government of Jeſus Chriſt are ſo deſpiſed 1a that Land that} D 
faithtul] Preachersare perſecuted and cryed down that ;|| t 
Toleration is eſtabliſhed by pretgxt of Law, and gy + '} © 
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1. offilirary power, and that the Covenant is aboliſhed and bu- 
ty offigied in oblivion. All which proceedings , cannot but be. 
' thEboked upon as direRly contrary to the Oath of God lying 
ernsiypon us , and therefore cannot eſchew his Wrath when he 
- hall comein Judgement, 7o be a ſwife witneſſe againſt thoſe tbas 
andFſpear fallly by bre Name. | 
thee Theſerhings are the more grievousto us, becauſe ( be= 
theFide many other wofull evils brought forth by them ) they 
I'Fhave interrupted the building of the Lords Houſe in Enge 
tof:Flmd; the foundation whereot was laid by Oath and Cove: 
>m,F$3anc with rhe moſt High God , and followed for ſome years 
uſe Fyich many Declaratiens and Proteſtations of Faithfull ad- 
rallFhering thereto , and with great expenſe of blood and Treas 
hatFſure : Which things were to all thegodly in theſe Nations a 
h branch of hope , that the Lord would bring to perfection _ 
Y,Þ the Work of Uniformity (ſo far advanced inall the parts 
er«F thereof ) in theſe three Kingdoms. i ROY 
a= Butthe great obſtructions and ſad interruptions that have- | 
ts, Þ been made therein , by the ſtrange andunexpeted praftiſes 
'g.J of many now in placeand power in England, are to all the 
$ > yelaffeed in both Kingdoms, and in all the Churches a= 
Þ broad , the mater of their ſorrow and humiliazion. Andif | 
| there be any place left for admonition , we Warn ſuch as. 
[Þ have forgotten the Covenant, and deſpiſed the Oath of Gods 
{F andurned afide tolies and errour, toconfider whence they 
= are fallen, and torepeut. Prosperity and ſucceſs for a time ' 
ty Þ are no warrantable evidences of agood Cauſe , nor ſuſfict- 
'F entguards againſt the wrath of God ; Ir is no good uſe of 
e'F the Lords mercy for ſuch men under pretext of Liberty to 
FF make both themſelves and others ſlaves to corruption, and - 
n'F to make all men both in Church and Scate like the fiſhes of 
[-f | the Sea, or the creeping things thar bave no ruler over them- 
e | Are theſe things according to the Word of God , and the 
£ Þ pattern of the beſt Reformed Churches ? Or is that the en- 
+ -deavoaur to bring the three Kingdoms to the neareſt unifor= 
t 
x 
| 
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mity that may be in Doctrine , Worſhip, Government, and 
Diſcipline 3 Or is that-the maintaining of the union betwixt, 
| thethree Kingdomes, when the {traiteſt bond whereof Is ut- 
1} eerly diſſolved and quite taken away » and the fundamenrall 
ORR 6 099 = * Government 
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Government by King and Parliament wholly 6yerturnadhof» 
'The juſt God who is of pure eyes beholds thele things , aniifhuion 
all with no leſfſe fury and indignation break the horn offi 
theſe men, then he hath broken the power , and brought 
down the pride of Malignarits before them , 1f repentanesÞ} 
_ \prevent nor, ; | WW 
 Amidit theſe ſors and griefes iris unto us matter of rel 
Joycing , that there be many in England who mourn for allfſao 
theſe abominations, and labonr ro k2ep their garments purgſr 
by refuſing to comply with that courſe of backſliding , and 
by bearing teſtimony againſt the ſame. And we hope thely 
expectation of ſuch , ſhall nor be disappointed, but that theÞqhe [ 
Lord will open to them a doore for carrying on off 
= - tons » and making the lying ſpirit ro paſſe out of that A 

nd. : # 
Andalbeit many think no otherwiſe of the Covenant and J the 
{bet 

'Ends; yet weare confident , thar none who holds fait their” 


antegrity , have ſo learned Chriſt , burare carefull ro make J i; 
_*.__ Conſcience of the oath of God lyingon them ; And we are} the 


_ fore (whatever be the baſe thoughrsand expreſſions of back«'Þ no 
iders from the Covenant) it wants not many to own it in Þ} res 
thoſe Kingdomes, who (-being called thereto } would ſeale'} Lt 
the ſame with their blood, . "= 
 Alchough there were none in the one Kingdome who did'F in 
adhere to the Covenaut , yet thereby were not the other | V 
Kingdom nor any perſon in either of them abſolved from'Þ t; 
the bond thereof, ſincein it we have not only ſworne by the} tl 
Lord, but alſo covenanted with him. It is notthe failing Y b 
of one or more that can abſolve others from their duty or tye Þ þ 
to him'3 Bzfides, the duties therein contained , being in} 1 
themfelyeslawfull, and the grounds of our tyz thereunto F & 
_— though others do forget their duty , yet doth not'} t 
their defeion free us from thar obligation which lyes upon F 1 
us by the Covenant in our places and ſtations. And the I : 
ovenatit being intended and entred into by theſe King- I . 
v."ms» as one of the beſtlmeans of ſtedfaſtneſle , for guard-! 
Nig againſt declining times z It were ſtrange ro ſay rhat the 'Y 
back-fliding of any ſhouldabſolyve others from he rye hey 
LEES, xeo +» 
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—_ .. Aſſembly , 16428. - 4724 
rnedAihof, eſpecially ſeeingour engagement therein is not only 
 andfarionall , bur alſo perſonal) , every one with uplifted 
'n affilgads {wearing by him(elſe, as it is evident by the rennor of 
1ohtlhe Covenant. | | 
ce From theſe and other !important reaſons, it may appear 
Attall theſe Kingdomes joyning together ro aboliſh that oath 
«bylaw , yet could rhey not diſpenſe therewith ; Much lefſ= 
 alFF&@nany one of them , orany partin either of them doe the 
rgFame- The diſpenſing with oathes hath hicherro been ab- 
ndiFhorred as Antichriſtian , and never praiſed and avowed 
tnetFly any » but by thar man of fin ; therefore thoſe who take 
The ſame upon them, as they joyn with him in his fin, fo 7 
oF ouſt rhey expect ro partake of his plagues "2 
Wy Aswe ſhall ever (God willing ) be mindfull of our duty to 
7 the faithtull that adhere to the Covenantin England , having 
nd; them alwayes1n our hearts before the Lord , to we deſireto 
be refreſhed with their fingleſle and boldnefſe in the cauſe of 
199 God , according to their places, This is the time of their. * 
I tr1all, and the houreof tentation among them) bleſſed ſhall 
'F they be who ſhall be found following the Lamb , and ſhall - 
+ $ not be aſhamed of his teſtimony. We know in ſuch dark hou- 
ln} res, many aredrawneaway with the multitude, whom the 
le'F Lord will again purge and make white ; And we doubt not 
- F bur many ſuch arein England , whom the bold clear preach» 
dF ing of Chriſt may reclaim 3 Much therefore lieth upon the 
r 3 Warh=menall this time, thar their Trumpet may give a cer- 
'F tain and diſtinct ſound, warning and exhurring every one, as 
F thoferhat muſtgive account; And bleſſed ſhall choſe ſervants 4 
4 be,who ſhall be found faithfull in their Lords houſe , diſtrt- 2 
F buting ro his houshold what is meet for this ſeaſon, and can 
$ fayrhey are free of the blood of all men,having ſhewen them 
{F tbewhole Counſell of God, being in nothing terrified of 
the threats of their adverſaries; And bleſſed &happy ſhall thar 
people be , that walk in the light holden forth by chem, and 
| ſtayeupon the Lord in this dark time, harkning to the voyce 
Of his ſervants, & walking in the light of his word & nor in- 
the ſparks of their owne kindlings, which will end in ſorrow 
How inexcufable will England be , having ſo foulie revolted 
J 3gainſt ſo many faire teſtimionies, which theLordChriſt _ 
*3H | Entl. 
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476.  TheGenerall 
Entred as Proteſtations to preſerve his right, in theſe. if 
of the earth long ſince giver-unto him for his poſſeſſion, ag 


= andſoalſoarehisworkes, we ought nor therefore to ſquariifice 
' them according according to our line, but leave them valor: 
him, who hath the government laid upon his ſhoulder, {l yp0! 
whoſe wayesare judgement,8& whoſe ruling theſe Kingdomlugs1 
had never yetreaſon to decline. It isgood for us to be ft2dfallieall 
in our duty, and therein quietly to wait and hope for the (ale 
vation of God The word of promiſe is ſure , ( and hath anfllp 
appointed time ) rhar he that will come ſhall come and wilt 
nottarry. There is none hath cauſe ro diſtruſt the Lordgiſheſo1 
word tohis people; Ir hath often ro our experience beeniifiulet 
tryed in the fire , and hath ever come forth with a more glovWnd 
rlous luſtre. Let not therefore theſe that ſuffer in Explandole 
caſt away their confidence, they are not the firſt who haven 
needed patience after that they had done the Lords will. Bi iis 
ler them ſtrengthen the weak hands, and confirm the feebleer 
knees s and ſay to rhe fearfull in hearr, be tcong , fear not 
behold your God will come with vengeance, even God 
wirh a recompence', he will come and ſave you. Now they 
juſt ſhall live by faith, whereas theſe thar draweth back» orWean 
become lukewarm in the Lords work , his ſoul ſhall abeWhe 
horrethem, and he ſhall ſpue them our of his mouth, Butang 
we perſwade our ſelyes of better things of theſe our brethrentha 
in Englant, and prayerh thar the God of Peace who brought Yar 
again from the dead our Lord Jeſus , tha: great Shepheard'J 
of the ſheep, through the blood of rhe everlaſting Cove-þ 
nant , may make them perfe& in every good work todoe F. 
kis will , working in themthat which is well pleaſing ” _ 
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 —<embly, 1648" 37. 
endl chrovgh Jeſus Chriſt, ro whom; be Glory for ever 
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7 for a Colleftion for entertaining High- 


- «rn i . . 
ly % 15 wy 46. —* A. »" t -y 
bY 3 OS WY ee NY Bede BI BER 4 : 
, GER in Phat wen be as wack 
Ye, 6 © «Oe 5 2 27. j orc bh ſy 1 
\ . va RI ISP Ts OS 
8 9 ou I WY rs gd 
/ | 4 . 5 
- 
*. 


£* 
fo 


- 4 w 
>—— OO I OY 2M. A ll — 


—"— 


{and Boyes at Scholes. 


*HE Generall Aſſembly Conſidering that theconrri2 
& bution of fourty ſhillings for entertaining of Highland 
[es at Schools , inreſpect of the penury and great indi= 
Ke of rboſe parts hath not taken the intended effeft, Thee 
ore 1n reſpe& of rhe neceſlity and profitablenefle of ſo 
ws a work The Aſſembly in lieu of the ſaid fourty ſhill- 
os Do Appoint and Ordain thar there be an extraordinary 


fllealle&ion ar the Kirk doors for that uſe one Sabbathin the 


Fr: Andto that effe&t , thata certain Sabbath yearly be 
pointed and defigned whereupon that colleftion ſhall be 
thered, intimation being made by the Miniſter the Sabbath 
before to prepare for ſuch a colleCtion, and the neceffity and 
wefulneſſe thereof being laid our to the people for thar end. 
nd if the colleQion in any little private Congregation;ſhall 
eleffe rhen fourty ſhillings, The Seſſion ſhall make up what 

nes of fourty ſhillings; And where the colleionis more} 

$ hereby ſpecially inhibited and diſcharged that any # —aa 
Wereof be retained or 1nterverted to any other uſe whatſom-. 

er; and theſe ColleCtions sþall be (ent ro the perſons for 
ierly appointed to receive the fourty $hillings , rhar they 

y ſcethe right diſtribution andemploymenr thereof; Re+ 
cemmending the Presbyteries to ſee this punQually per- 
formed. And accompt thereof hall be craved at Synods 


and Generall Aſſemblies, Itis alwayes to be remembred. 


a7. lurche Congregations exeemed from the fourty shylings 
Yureallo exeeme : 


from this Collection, 
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F714 Ep” The General. 


Commiſſion for a corference of Miniſters Wit 
Lawyers and Phyſitians, Concerning the tryal ; | 
and punishment of Witch-craſt ; Charm= Þ|- 

ing andConſaling. ' © i 


& 
% 


; * a 
T He Generall Aſſembly Taking to their ſerious confided; 
tion the growth of the fins of Witchcraft. Charminga * 
Conſulting, notwithſtanding the frequent Recommen 
tions for reſtraining thereof; And remembring that theC 
perall Aſſembly 1647. didpropofe a gaod way for thety 
and punishmenrof theſe finnes, by appointing conferey 
with ſome Miniſters, Lawyers and Phyfirians in thatm 
ter which hath never yet raken effect; Therefore the 
ſerably doth appoint Maſters , Robert Dowglas , Robert 3l 
Muugo Law , James Hammilton, Fobn Smith , Robert Trail” 
George Leſlie, Fohn Hamilton, Tohn Duncan, Samuel Rath | 
. Joord » Fames Wood, Iohn Leviſton , lames Guthrie | ' hull 
dro Cant, David Calderwood , Tohn Moncreiff, Frederick Can 
michael , Taves Durhame , Patrick Gilleſpie , Robert Ker, Kk : 
pbraim MelvilyMinifters, To confider ſeriouſly of that mate : 
t&r., and to conlylt.and adviſe therein amongſt' then”: 
ſelves., As alſo with Sir Archibald Tobyflon of Wa#ifiuiihin 
Clerk,Regiſter , Mr Thomas Nicolſon his Majeftles Advlii7: 
cate, Mx Alexander Peirſon , one of the ordinary Loris 
of. Seſſion, Sir Lewes Stewart , Mr Alexander Colvit , 7 
Mi fanes Robertſon Tuftice Deputes , Maſters Rodger Moy 
Fob Gilmoir , and Tobn Nisbet , Laweers; + and with 
Ctors Sibbald, Gunningbame , and Purves, Phyfirians:{ 
rally or together as occaſion ſhall offer ; And the Aﬀenl 
earneſtly requeſts & confidently expects from their leat 
and Iudicious Lawyres and Phyfitians beforenamed 4 
beſt endeavours and concurrence with their brethren-of 
Miniſtrie for adviſe and counſell herein, and for con >x01 
i the ſaid matter; And Orduunerhe (aid brerhren ro 1 
report of thereſult of their conſultations and conferen 
:rom time rotime asthey make any conſiderable progreſle! 
b the Commiſſion for publick affaires, And the:ſaid Comm 
a. ton hallmake report tothe next Generall Aſſembly. 
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4 ommendation for mainten zhice for Sch alk. 
4+ maſiers and Precenters, 


VE Generall Afſembly do humbly Recommend to the 
Wearliamentor Commarree for. plantation of Churches , 
uwhatever either in Paroches of Burghs. or Landwarr; 
formerly given to the maintenance of theſe who were re& 
Eprecentors in Congregations , and teachers of Schoogt 
efore the eſtabliſhing of theDireCtory for publick Wore 
may. not.be in whoteor.in-part alienat or raken away, but 
werſed.for the maintenance of ſufficient ſchoolmaſters 
recenrors who are to beapproven'by the Presbyterie z 
[Presbyteries are hereby.xc<quiredto ſee that none of thag 
tenance given to the foreſa1d uſes or in nſe to be payed 
"Went before the eſtabliſhing of the DireQory of Wor= 
2; be draynaway from the Church. _ | 


— 


bf AZ concerning Perſons tobe ad= 
nary © mitted Burſars. 7 y: 


SEFHE Aſſembly doe hereby Ordaine That none be ſent tg: 

TT Onverfities from Presbyteries , nor be admitted as. 
ſer Fof divinitie , but pious youths , and ſuch as are. 

wn to be of Good expectation andapproven abilities, | 
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ference tothe Commiſſion for publick affai- 
Wy for re-examining the Paraphraſe , of the P[almes 
'*nd the emittngthe ſame for publicke uſe. 
Fre General Aﬀemply having taken ſome view of the 
& Dew Paraphraſe of the Pſalmesin meeter with the cor- 
Wtons and animadverfions thereupon ſent from ſeveral 
IONS and Presbyteries , and finding that they cannot 0« 
Wk the review and examination of the whole in this 
—_— RR Aſſembly 3 


ot 


—_ \ TheGeneral F 

” _ Aﬀembly;.. Thetefore nowafter ſomuch time and (o gihty® 
Paines about the correfing,, and examining thereof try MN 
rime to time ſame yearesbygone, that the worke may cali 
now to ſome concluſion » They do ordain the Brethren? 
pointed for peruſing the ſame Suing the meeting of this AJ 
Jfembly, viz. Maſters James Hammilton , Tobn Smith, E 
Mackail, Robert Traill , George Hutcheſon , and Robeve Lairy 
after the diſſolving ofthis Afſembly ro goe on in that work 
carefully , And to report their travels tro the Commiſſions 
the Generall Aſſembly for publick affaires at ther meatinga 
Edinburgh in November ; And the faid Commiſſion afterp 
xuſall and re-examination thereof , is hereby authorilÞ 
with full power to- conclude and eſtabliſh the Paraphill #7; 
and to publiſh and emit the ſame for publick uſe. © ** $7,” 
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Letterto the Kings Majeſtic, Þt 
. | «5 © F- 
Moſt gracious Soverazrgne , F- 
T7EE your Majeſties moſt humble and Loyal! Subjedaiu 
the Commiſhoners from all the Presbyteries inthifgu 
your Majeſties ancient Kingdome , and members oft 
prefent Narionall Aſſembly, Having expected to-finde 
Gur meeting , a gracious and Satisſactory returne.to thi 
humble repreſenrations made to your Majeſtic at rhe: 
gue, by the Commisfioners of this Kirk , cannot but 
\Preſle our great ſorrow and griefe. » that your Majel 
goodnes has been fo far abuſed , As rhatnor only the} 
ajid neceflaty defires preſented by them toyout Mayet 
Which ſo much concerne rhe; glory of God , your: ol; 
honours and happineſſe, the peace and ſafery of your kin; 
domes; are utterly fruſtrated. as wee perceive by the ay” 
por deliver au anſwer t0. them * but alſo this Ax YT 
ly hath not received fo nuich as any fignification”by1 
ter of your Majeſties minde: Which princely condeſcenlieſc 
had not wont to be wantiug in your Royall Father, to folf'to' 
wer Generall Aſſemblyes, even in vmesof grearelt diſtancy 
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F Aſſembly, voy:  487- 
+$;FDur witneſſe isin heayen, and record on high, that wee 
Fae not conſcious to our Selves of any undurifvll rhoughror 
Gſloyall affeftion , that might have procured this at your 
Majeſties hands 3 And that, as wee doe from. our hearts 
ibominare and deteſt that horrid fact of the SeGaryes againſt” 

the life of your Royall Father our late Soveraigne, Soir is 
theunfained and earneſt defire of our ſoules, thatthe An= 
tient Monatchicall government of theſe Kingdoms, may 
te eſtabliſhed and flouriſh in your. Majeſties perſon all the 

ayes of your life, and be continued in your royall Family 
which by divine | qrtioywraey hath without interruption 
= Fxjened over usand our predeceſſors for ſo many Generaz 
264 tions fince the time that we were a Kingdom, And that 
*ZF there is nothing under .the glory of God , and cauſe of our 
+4 Lord Jeſus Chrift, for which wee doe more heartily ſoli- 
——& tie the throne of grace, Or would more readily expoſe 
"2 unto hazard all tharis deareto usin the world, then for 
"> F this And now though this very great diſcouragement 
*ZF might incline us to hold our peace at this time, Yet the 
FF tendernefie and uprightnefle of our affe&ion and Love ro 
— 3F-your Miajeſties happinefle ( which many waters cannot 
eFQquench) rogether with the Conſcience of our duty which 
LWour Lord and Maſter has laid upon vs , in this our place 
mand tation, conſtraineth us, yea, and your Majeſties owne 

wodnefle and gracious diſpofition', whereof the lare Come 
niflioners have given usſo Largea teſtimony » Doth much 
mcourage us to renew ouraddrefles to your Majeſtie in 
this humble faithfull repreſentation , both of the great and 
rowing dangers toyour Royall perſon and Throne, and 
df theſe duties , which the Lord of Lords and King 
bf Kings, call for from you , as you would look ro finde 
ayour 1n his eyes, and tobe delivered out of your deepe 

"Qt reſſes. | | 

” Our hearts arefilled with fears and troubles, in your 
EMajeſties behalf, when we look upon the ſad calamities 
Pvhich have been already produced by ſuch wayes and cout- 
ies , as we perceive your Majeſtie 1s entred , and in danger 


tobe further led away into, by the > ge of eyill Coun« 
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4%  STheGenerall. 0 
_ cell uponyour tenderage : Particalarly , Your refufing i@., 
give ſatisfaction to the juſt and neceſſary deſires of the peg- #Þ 
le of God, for advancing the work of Reformation of ® 
Ret ion, and eſtabliſhing and ſecuring the ſame inyour Þ* 
Majeſties Dominions , which isnothing elſe , bur to« « $912 
pofe the Kingdome of the Sonne of God , by whom Kings #®"' 
doe raigne, and torefuſe thathe ſhould raigne over you and WP? 
your Kingdomes in his pure Ordinances of Church goyern-W* 
| ment and Worſhip ; Your cleaving unto theſe menas your YO 
eruſtieſt Counſellors, who, as they never bad theglory of BY 
God, nor good of his people beforetheir eyes, ſo nowin all #®* 
eheir wayesandCounſels,are ſeeking nothing but rheir owne #Y*! 
intereſts , to the hazard of the urter ſubverſion of your {© 
Throne , the ruine of your Royall Family , and the tf % 1 
kation of your Kingdomes 5 Your owning the praiſes ; 
and intertaining the Perſon of that flagicions man , and moſt YE! 
juftly excommunicate Rebell , Iames Graham , who hag ex= 
erciſed ſuch horrid cruelty upon your beſt Subjets in this $ 
| Kingdoms which cannot bur bringupon your Throne, the FP 
Hrneſfe of all the innocent blood ſhed by him and us | 
omplices3 and above all, that, which we cannorthink Þ* 
upon without trembling of heart and horrour of ſpirit, $® 
our ſetling of late ſucha Peace with the Triſh Papiſts the 
Murderers of ſo many thouſands of your Proteſtant Sub* #$* 
zeas , whereby nor only they are owned as your good Loy WI 
all Subjects , bur alſo there is granted unto them (condÞ 
trary to the Standing Lawesof your Royall Progenitors,cond® 
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trary to the cominandment of the moſt hi od , and tan 
the high contempr and diſhonor of his Majeftie » and evi 
dent _— of the Proteſtant Religion) a full liberty of their P 
abominadle Idolatry ; which cannot be otherwiſe judged, 
but a givingof your Royal power and firength unto thelÞ®* 
beaſt, and ag acceſſion to all thar blood of your good Sub 
ects', wherewith thoſe Sonnes of Babell have made that ** 
and to ſwim. | | 4 $0! 
Wedoinall humility beſeech your Majeſtiers conſider IF 
Lay ro heart what the mouth of theLorg of Hoſts hath (pokenty *9 
ofall the accomprs of People, Nations,Kings, and Rulers , ; jr 
 Þ 
| 601 


Fa l 


- Tjaioſt cheKingdom of hisSon,thar the imagine a vaine thing 
Fad rhat hethat ſitceth jn heaven will have them indiriſion 
Hard vex them in his ſore diſpeaſure. Conſider , how he hath 
blaſted and turned upſidedowne theſe yeares by paſt,all the 
gevices and plots of thoſe men that now beare the Swey in 
your Majeſties Counſels: Confider,how the anger ofGod has 
peer kindled,even againſt his deareft Saints, when they have 
joyned themſelves toſuch men as he hateth and has curſed? 
Conſider how ſeyerely' hee hath threarned and puniſhed 
ch Kings as have affociate with Idolaters » and leaned unto 
Weir helps. Surely , greatis thewrath of God, whereof you 
we in danger; Andyet the Lord inthe richesof his good- 
elle, forbearance and long ſuffering, is waiting to be graci- 
bus to yonr Majeftic ; To day if ye will hear bis voice , har- 
gn nor your heart , burhumble yonrſe]lfunder the mighty 
and of God, lamenting after himas , for the iniquities of 
your Fathers houſe , eſpecially the oppoſition againlt the re« 
wrmarion of Religion.and Cauſe of 30d , the permitring 
and practifing Antichriſtian Idolatry in the Royall Family 
iKtelf, and the ſhedding of ſo much blood of the people of 


”—_ a 
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 F : 
it $60d , ſfoalſo, for your owneentering to walke in the like 
he Furſes in the beginning of your raign, Itis hightime to 
.$all downe before the Throne of graces ſeeking to'get your 
waRace made with God through - Jeſus Chriſt whoſe blood is 
Sale to waſh away all your fins To walk no longer inthe 
n&ouncel of the ungodly , nor cleave to ſuch gs ſeeke their 
vn things and not the things of Jeſus Chriſt , nor the wel- 
age of your Subjects and Government, but to ſer your eyes 
Zion the faithfull in your dominions , that ſuchjmay dwell 
WFvich you,8 be the men of yourCouncells, To ſerve theLord 
80 feare , and kiſſe the Sonne of God, by*a fincere and cor- 
LI Gall-contriburing your Royall allowance and authority, for 
ea abliſhing inall your dominions the reformation of Reli- 
"gon, inDoQtrine, Worſhip», and Government as it is now a= 
&1| greed upon according to the cleare & evident warrant of the 
4 wo:d of God, by the Aſſembly Divines at Weſtminſter , and 
4.the Generall Aflemblies of this Churchz Andalſo, laying 
{4 #ide that ſervice book , which isſo ſtuffed with Romiſh 
I @rruptions » And conforming your owne practiſe and the 
= OE OR h2 worlblp 
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434 The Generall 


worſhip of God in your Royall Family , to thar Goſpell $3 
ſimplicity and puricy which is holden forth from the word: 
of God, inthe Direftory of worſhip, and'not only to grant” 
' your Royall approbation: to the Covenant of theſe three WF®' 
Kingdomes ( withcut which , yonr people can never haveiE* 
from you ſufficient ſecurity , either for Religion , or their 
juſt liberties ) buralſo your ſelfe to joyne with your people FF 
therein as the greateſt ſecurity under Heaven for your perſon 
and juſt greatneſs » and to 'cauſeall of them ſtand to itby: E 
your Royall Command, according rothe praftiſe of thax #7 
gracious King Jcfiah, to whom , wee with your Majeſtie 
in theſe your, younger yeares , and this beginning of your 
raigne , to look as to an enſample and Kingly portract aps" 
proven of God, Theſe things if your Majeſtie do 3 As weeF7 
are well aſfured , thar the hearts of all your good Subjects in? 
theſe Kingdomes will be enlarged with all cheerfulneſſety! 
imbrace your perſon , and ſubmit unto your Royall Governs 
ments fo wee darre promiſe in the Name of our Lord , that” 
you ſhall finde favour with God, peace and joy unſpeakable} - 
and full of glory to your Soule, and deliverance out of your F* 
fad affiictions and deep diſtreſſes in due time : Bur if your 
Majeſtie ſhall go on in refuſing to hearken ro wholeſomeFF * 
Councels ; We muſt for the diſcharge of our Conſcience}. 
rell your Majeſtic in the humility and griefe of our heartszÞ+ + 
that the Lords anger is not turned away , but his handÞ'0n 
ſtrerched outſtill againſt you and your Family. But we hop 
and ſhall with all earne pi* expe conſtancy pray for betterF* rc 
things from , and to your Majeſtie : And whatſoever mil 
conſtruction ( by the malice of thoſe thar defire not aright}* 
underſtauding and cordiall conjunction berween your Maj © 
jeſtie and this Kirk and Kingdome ) may be put upon < urf 
declaration, ; Yet wee have the Lord to be our witnefles} 
that our purpoſe and intention therein is no other , but to ©. 
warne and keepe the people of God committed ro our carey; 
that they. runnenotto any courſe which would bring upon. 
themſelves rhe guilt of higheſt perjury and breach of Coal - 
yenant with God, and could not but prove moſt dangerou$/ 
to your Majeſtie and your Government , and involve you 
Shedding}. 
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3 Aſembly , 1649. 435 
11 Shedding the blood of thoſe who are moſt deſirous to pre- 
ord Berve your Majeities Perſon , and juſt right in all your dos 
ae $1i0ions. And now wee doe with all earneſtnes beſeech 
 Jjour Majeſtie, that you will follow the courſesof truth and 
vepeace; And that when there is a doore opened for your 


| $ofmen , who delightin war, as totake a way of violence 
tie $a0d blood , which cannor bur provoke the moſt high againft - 
our $Jour Majeſtie, and aliegat from you the hearts of your 
in © beſt Subjects» who defire nothing more, than that your 
ves # Majeitie may havea long and happy raign over them , And. 
5 har they. may live under you, a peaceable and quierthife, in 
Fall Godlinefſe and honeſty. 
= Edinburgh 6 Aus - Your Majeſties moſt Loyal Subjefts and 
= guſt, 1649, humble jervants the Miniſters and 
| Elders conveened in this Nationall 
Afſemblyofthe Kerk of Scotland, 


He Generall Aſſembly not having now time to cohſi- 
@]# | derthe Reference of preceeding Aﬀemblies, and the 
$5 |: ©. .moſt part of Presbyteries not having ſen their opini= 


$7 
i [ION 
od T 
* 
8 F 


'ons in writ; Theforedo yer againe recommend to Presby= 


paſ"reries and Provinciall Afſemblies to conſider all matters 
FF referred by this or by any former Asſemblies » Androfſend 
i 


eq their opinions therein in writ ro the next GenerallAsſembly. 
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new + : 
of | ] He meeting of the next Generall Asſembly 1s hereby ap-_ 
#. Pointed to be at Edinburgh , the ſecond wedneſday of 
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CNPCT for rrying ofthe Regiſters Yb 

- FA NN AR approving the Regiſters, »®.. 

Lo > Reaſonsproving the Regiſter -rodaced belt 1s i 

Aflembly to be authentik , p41 

A& condemning rhe fix late pretended Afzmblies , p.8 | 'n 

Reaſons- annulling the pretended Afembly , holden a b ha 
Linlithgow 1606. 


Reaſons. annulling the: pretended Afembly at 
Linlithgow 1608, 


Reaſons annulling the pretended Aſſembly at Glar® - 
gow 1610, pL}. 

Reaſons anniilling che pretended Aﬀembly at Ae. 
berdeen L616, 

T he nullite of the pretended Aſſembly at Saint Axe 

_  drews, 1617» 

The nullitet of the pretended Aﬀembly at 
Perth 1618. 

. Adagainſt the unlawfull oaths of Intrants. 

AR condemning the Service-book Book of Canons , 
of Ordination , and the High Commiſſion. 

Sentence of Depoſition , and Excommunication «ol by 4 

John Spots wood rerended Archbiſhop of Seine Andrey ' 4 

ry Pattick Lind naſe , pretended Archbiſhop of G! ſ2ow I: 
Mr David Lindſay , pretended Biſhop of Edinbar x k 
Thomas Sidſerf pretended Biſhop of Galloway , J 
Mexwel[ pretended Biſhop ef Roſſe, Mr Waltcr Whiteſu ord -& 
pretended Biſhop of Brechen. p-15Y. £44 

Senrence of depoſition and excommunication againſt Mr}, 
Adam Ballantyne pretended Biſhop of Aberdeen , and Mr! oF 
Tamer W eddereurns prcy:nded Biſhop of Dumblane,_ p-20 +20 
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F a of depoſition aint Maſter Iobn Gubey preten JeT 
Wks 10 Nap Murray , Iohn Grahame pretended Biſhop - 
Oo rknay, Mriames Fairly pretended. Biſhop of Liſmoir, 
A ye Campbell precended r iſhop of Iſles. p+20L 

tence of depofition againft Mr Alex. Lindſay prop nes 
Biſhop of-Dunkell. p.22 
"Ffeotence 2depoſition againſt Mr Tobn Abernethie nel 
Fees of Cathnes. ' Pp. 24 
| 1. declaring Epiſcopacieto have been abjured by the Con- 
-F' feition of Faith 1580. and to be removed our of this 

- P Kirk. P+ 2» 

kT Acdeclaringthe fivearticles of Perth to have been _— x 


| $., andto be removed. Pl -+ x 
"a6. ; & anemt Kirk Seffions, Provinciall, and Nationall Af+ 
Þ xk ” ſemblies. _ Þ-4T 
AR concerning corruptions in theMiniſtry. Pp» 
; 7 Tt he order of the Provinciall Aſſemblies. of Scotland , ac- 
io - cording ro thePresbyteriestherein contained, p. 53 
AR for excommunicating Minifters who being depoſed'by 
a - the Aſſembly obey not, _ P57 
AR againſt the civil places, and-power of Kirk-men, p. 53 
AQ againſt printing of the proceedings of the Kirk 7 
s '| - Warrant. 
A for Presbyteries havingthe Ads of the Aſſembly.” ar 
i : "Act for Miniſters, and FMaers of Univerſities their ſubſcri« 
| "bing the Conſeffion of Faith and Covenant. P- 62; 
pa concerning the ſubſcribing theConfeſhon of F aith] late< 
| ly ſubſcribed by his Majeſtics Commiſſioner and urged ta 
' be ſubſcribed by others. P- 62 
"AR concerning yearly general Aſlemblies. p-64 
A&R ordaining ane humble Supplication to be ſent to the 


[ / Kings -ncou Pe. 6F 
J” The Suppl ication of the general Aﬀembly at Glaſgow 1638. 
J. totheKings Majeſtic. | p- 66 


"Mr George Grahan his abjuring of Epiſcopacie. p. 72 
Ag containing the Cauſes and Remedies ofthe bygonsemiſs 
| [- ' of this Kirk. p» 783 
x: _ *PProWng anc old Regiſter « of the gen» Aſſerablye p $7 
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AZ approving the depoſition of Miniſters by the ComfſhLexte 
c-  Mirrees. Vans Þ 7 | emb! 

Act anenr receiving of depoſed Miniſters. _ I: 

* Aﬀanent keeping of the LordsDay. +... P29 £ 
Articles and Overtures approved by the Asſemb]y, yp. 79Þer. 

_TheSupplicarion of the generalA flembly to the KingsComeWat an 
,  Miſtioner concerning the book , called The largeDeclara*Whe K 
.__F10hs $e! NN: a p. 8rÞDar 
The Supplication of the general Asſembly to the Kings (& fo 
Cgmmiſiioner , and the Lords of Secret Counce), p. $8Wrall 


Actot the Lords oi Councel, Aug. 30. 1639. inanſwerto Bat at 
the preceeding Supplication. p- 84 Mhe 
The Kings Commuſſioner's Declaration. | _P-834Þ ane 
 Actordaiing the Subicriptionof the Confeſſion of Fairh & BAR a 
Covenant , withthe As{emblies declaration. p.36 Þ ot! 
Actanent Appellations.” - _. p88F Ex 
_Act anent adviſing with Synods , and Presdyteries befo © BAG a 


_.. determination 1n Novations. _,_ P- 06 FOve! 
Act ancnt Miniſter's catechizing, & Family exerCiſes, p, 88; £: 
The Asſemblies Supplication to the Kings Majeſtie, . p« 89” Ty 
Overtuxes given tn by: the Commirte for ordering the AsÞ of 
ſ{embly » houſe read and approved- .. ' Þ-91 The 
AQanenr demoliſhing of Idolarrous Monuments, p.92” 1 
Act againſt Witches and Charmers, » P- 98 BThe 
AQt for cenuring Speakers againlit rhe Covenant, P-94F 
AC. againſt Expectants rctuſing to ſubſcribe the Cove" Y 
.NanTt. . + 


His, Majeſties Letrer to the Asſembly , pretended by th \Pofl 


. Eatle of Weemes, 1641. Jul. 20. | p-95'}.. 
Ac approving theovertures of the Allembly art Aberdeen: ! A 
for ſertling the Asſembly houſe, p-97 FO 


AR anent old Miniſters brucking their benefices, Pe97:;: , - 
+ At againit ſudden receiving of depoſed Miniſters. p. 98 
Overtures concerning univerſities read, &approved. p. 987 þ 


Act againſt Impiety and Schuſnie. p99]: 
Act againſt Novations. 7, p- 105. 
Overtures anent Burſars , and Expectants, P- 192} .f 


Act agaiaſt unlawfulf Bands, + TOF. 
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WLetter from ſome Miniſters in England +to the Aſ- 
embly, STOP Pp. I0Z. 
ie Aflemblies anſwer to the preceeding Letrer p. 105 

"Ihe Aſſemblies anſwer co the Kings Majeſties Let- 

d er. | EE | p- 109” 

FI ancnt the. Kirkof Camphier . we p. 110 
re=Mhe Kings Lerter preſented to the Aſſembly by the Earle of- 

Jo {Damfermling .. Jul. 27. 1642. p, 1iT 
125866 for bringing in of the Synod- books yearly to the gene- 

2 rall Asſembly. = 
T70BAt anent the - EP"I of Kirk-Sefſions. P. TI" —** (8 
54 ſhe Reporr of the Interpretation of the ACt at Edinburgh "4 

FF anent tryall of Miniſters: P» 114 1 
& FA&ancnt the order for making Liſts to his Majeſtic , and 

F other Patrons for preſentations; the: order of tryal of' 

v8 Expectants, 'and for trying the quality of Kirks Þp. IL5- 

© BIR anent Liſts for the Kirks inthe High-lands. p. 118. YN 
® FOyertures againſt Papiſts , Non-Communicants , ard Pro=. -—* 2 
*F; faners of the Sabbath, CY ts .I119.' 
j5 F: anent the joyning of the Preibyterie of Sky tothe Synod 2 
ey” 1 .of Argyle. | | P. 21  Y 
£ FThe Supplication of the Aſſembly ro his Majeſtic Iul. 27r- 
"£1642, ibid,” 


5 


58 
- 


& FThe Declaration of the Parliament of England ſent to the | 


3'F- Afembly. - p, 124 
= FThe Afemblies anſwer to theforeſaid declarari on, - p-T25 
4. F Overtures for transplantation of Minifters , and proviſion 
Fofſchoolsordained to beſent ro Synodsand reported to the- 
4. Aſſembly. h  P.I3L 
"F ARanene contrary oaths. - - Þ.136 
ÞF Overtures ahent Family - Exerciſes , Catechiſm, keeping- 
. - of Synods, . and Presbyreries , and reſtraint of Adulte=- 
- ries, Withcrafts, and other grosſe Sinnes.  p. 136. 
4 AQtagainſtPeririons , Declarations, and ſuchlike 1ni'name_ 
 . of Miniſters, without their knowledge , and con=. 
-.ENL-- 202 0 00, "0s BI. 
F.Actanenr the Asſemblies deſires to the Lords of Councell, 
3 andConſeryators of peace, | Pp 138- 
F The Asſemblies humble defire to the Kings majeſtic * the 
| : . vignas 
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bignature of 5 500+ L. Sterling, and recommendation T3: 
reof tothe Kings Commiſſioner. - P- 139llifce 
Shs "vB Letter ro the Commfſlioners of Scotland A M 
ondon, tg 140 
A Letter from ſame Miniſters of England, wo I4p * 
Anfwer to the Miniſters Letter- P- 143M ar 
Actfor the Lord Maitlands preſenting the Aſſemblies Sup«W%+; 
Plcetion to his Majeltie , and for going to the Commis 
1oners at London, with the anſwer to the Parliamenrok 
England's Declaration. p.I 
Commiſſion for publike affairs of chisKirk;and for profecu=l 
ring the defires of the Aſſembly to his Majeſtie , and the % 
 _ Parliament of England. -P-145.Þ ; 
Petition from ſome - reſied Profeſſors in Ireland. p..148; "an 
_ Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters to go to Ireland- P» 5t Let b 
AQ againſt flandering of Miniſters. dies P* 153 28Th 
Act anent ordering of the Afſembly-houſe. - ibig - 
AR for remembering in publick Prayers the deſires of the | "þl 
Aſﬀembly to the King and Parliament, and indiction of 3 'P 
Publike - faſt, P- 154. Br 


Reference fromthe Presb) ris of Kirkcaldie. 
'Referente-from the Synod ofÞ 

Qverturesto be adv! 

+; 564; p. Is 


ed by the Preabyeres againſt xhe next. þ 


| T heKings Letret to the general asfembly preſented by $ 3 - | 
Thomas \ p-157Þ 
© Overcares ancnt Bills, References and Appeals. o. 25 | of 
Act for clecrion of Profeſſors;to'be Commiliiovers to Aſs: 1k 
ſemblies by Presbyteries. p- 159: 
The Petition of the Profesſorg in Ireland forMiniſters. ibid, T 
—- Act.ferſubfcribing the Covsnanr, p-162}.7) 
Acr for ſearching Booksrending to ſeparation, 4 163 }:. 
obation of the proceedings of the Commiſſioners ok; 'T 
'thelaft Aſembly. | ibide } 'T 
Propoſitions given bythe 2 Commiſſioners of the Parliament. 
of Englandto aCommittie to be preſented by them-to the, C 
Asſembly. - 'p. 164. 
Declrwion of rhe Lords and Commons i inthe Patamens, | 18 
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On tiff -+9 ro the general Asſembly of-the Church of 
* 139W6cotland. | - +X6>& 
ter from ſome Brethren of the Miniftrie in the Kirk of 
England tothe Asſembly, | p. 168 
tagainſt Burials & Hanging of Honors &c. in Kirks. 17a, 
ranent repoſition of Miniſters depoſed by ſuperior Iudi- 
atories. *, \ ""O0 PE 
$ againft masrers who haye fervants that prophane the 
UgTords=-day. | Pp. 172 
T4 *IAt for preparing the NireQory for the Worſhp of God. ib. 
"Uo Wopoſitions fromthe Engliſh Commiſſioners preſented to 
"ey the Asſdmbly. | p; 174 
149 Becommendarion to the Presbyteries , and Univerfities 
[49 F/2nenc ſtudents that have the Irifh Language. P. 179 
5 Ulerter from the Asſembly of divines in England. 1D, 
13h Reſult of the debates, and conſultations of the Come 
FN Þ mittees of the Convention of Eſtates , 8 Generall Asſem- 
fo bly appointed to meer with the Commsfſioners ofthe 
12.4 Parliament of England, p.135 
1. $dpprobation of the League , and Covenant:  P- 196 


i The Asſemblies humble defire to his Majeſtic anent the 

"3 Liſts for Preſentations with a Recommendation to Pres 
AF byteries. | : p. 137 
YE FOvertures anent Witchcraft , and charming &c. p.188 
JE Commiſſion for Miniſters to go toIreland, _ p.i9a 
££4@ againſt Miniſters haunting with excommunicate pere 


F 


f. -* ſons. P. 192 
= Atanent ane order for uſing civil executionagainſt excom» 
9'F municare perſons. | - 2bid. 
ol The Asſemblies anſwer to the King, P.193 
od. The Asſemblies anſwer tothe Declaration of the Parlia« 
37+ ment of England. PIs 7. - _Þ-195 
b "The Asſe mblies anſwer to the Asſembly in England. p. 298 
"I The Asſcmblies anſwer ro ſome Miniſters in the Church of 
CF England. Sg P. 204 
74. Commisf1on of the Generall Asſembly for thoſe thar repair 
£ rotheKingdome of England. p- 206 
i Reference to the Commiſſ10n anenx the pezſons deſigned to 
J repairto the Kingdome of Englaad, ==: p.297 
=. PO EL Comnmuſion 
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P Eo 'T N: D 'E: X. F 
- Comnilalicn for the ublick affairs of this Kink. - ibiqer 
Lexrter fromthe Presbyterie with the Army in "A «f 
the Generall Asfembly. 15644. May: 
bas of of the diſtresſed Chriſtians in the North of 
. au Y af 
Act = the preſent entrie of the new ereted Preebyrial et ; | 
Ar. 
Ac concerning the Declaration ſubſcribed by the Scorl 
_ -: Lordsat Oxford. P.2 
Aagainſt the Rebels in the North and South. P.22 
At againſt (ecret diſaffetters of the Covenant. whe 
- Acr for ſending Miniſters to the Armie. P-;221 
_—_— of the Commisfion far the publick affairs of th 
Kru : P. 222 
Renovation af the [Commiſſion granted to the perſons aps , 
ointed to repair to theKingdoms of England. * _ p..24 
heAflemblies anſwer to thePresbyterie with the Armieul 
Letter:from the Commiſſioners at London to the Gener 
- Aſſembly, p-210ſf 
' Letter from the Synod: of Divines in the Kirk of England 
: the Aſſembly.” Y ;0 3a 
The Aſſemblies anſwer to the Asſembly in England. p23 
L be Asſemblies anſwer to their Commuſlioners in Fl (| I 
- Gon. _. Þ- 24 
The Asſemblies Livre tothe Kirks in Netherlands. p. 23 
Ordinanceconcerning Burſars. . .-. Po24 
©- Ordinance for up-lifting and imploying penalties concalni 
in Atts of Parliament upon pious uſes. © bl 
 . Ane overtureconcerningPromi'es ofMarriage made by mi 
._  *erstotheſe withwhomthey havecommutredfornication 
—+ Aa TG disſenting voicesin Prebyteries, and) 
nods. -P- 24 
Aconcerning the Electionofa: moderator in Provincial 
Asſemblies. _-. _ . thi 
Act for keeping of the Faſt by the Congregations in the 
Town where the Aſſembly holds. p. 247, 
Letter from the Commiſſionets at London to the-Afſzmbly I 
; Jan, 23+ 1645»: | 24F; | 


Locer from the Syngde of Divines i in Enzland to the al 
R ſembl y. 
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FF 7TxuDditx 
Ia Ws Jet bly. - ©. "Þ,206K 
"2 Wypprobation of the proceedings of the Comnuſſion of the 
Wecceding Asſemblies. __ Þ. 256 
"WMicr of the Asſembly of the Kirk of Scorland for eſtabliſhing 
+. and puting in execution of the Directory for the publick 
"F Worſhip of God. | ibid. 
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by all ſtudents at their firk entry to the Colledge. p+422 
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mit $ Scripturall ſongs, ext |  P. 428 
78 IMertres concerning Papiſts their Children , and excom= 
79.4 municat perſons. P. 429 
336 Jace for protecuting the Treate for Uniformity in Religion | 
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